














SCREEN 











RADIO 




















MUSIC 














STAGE 








RIETY 





Published Weekly at 154 West 46th Street, New York, N. Y., 
Entered as Second-class matter December 22, 


COPYRIGHT, 1942, BY VARIETY, INC. 


by Variety, Inc. 
1906, at the Post Office at New 


ALL RIGHTS 


Annual subscription, $19. 
York, N ‘ 


Single copies 25 cent 
Y., under the act of March 3, 


RESERVED 


1879. 





VOL. 147 No. 8 


NEW YORK, WEDNESDAY, JULY 29, 1942 


PRICE 25 CENTS 











FDR. Still Is Our No. 1 Film Fan, 


Favors Newsreels and Comedies 








+ 


Washington, July 28. 


President Roosevelt looks for es- 
cape from the cold realities of global 
war by relaxing sessions with mo- 
tion pictures. It is the only enter- 
tainment that the Chief Executive 
gets into days that average 16 hours 
of busy conferences. 

Recently Mrs. F.D.R, promised 
Laura Hope Crews that she would 
try and get the Commander-in-Chief 
to see the Katharine Cornell produc- 
tion of ‘Candida’; but the expected 
visit to the National theatre was not 
yealized because the Secret Service 

“frowns on these public appearances. 
On his last appearance Col. Starling 
and Mike Reilly, personal aide, 
checked everybody in the orchestra 
seats, investigated all backstage em- 
ployees, and employed 80 men to 
guard the President. 

This policy reduces the Roosevelt 
diversion to the screen, with the 
President keeping up to date by 
regularly scanning newsreels. He 
has a complete newsreel library of 
himself, dating back to the time 
when he was Assistant Secretary. of 
the Navy, and these will eventually 
be among the precious archives in 
the national library at Hyde Park. 

In normal times the President ap- 
pears as a newsreel subject about 25 

(Continued on page 52) 





Navy Inducts 23 Negro 
Musicians As a Unit 
To Help Recruiting 


Detroit, July 28. 


Rather than assemble its own, the 
Navy will take them ready-made. 
A 23-piece, all-Negro band was in- 
ducted into the service here en 
masse at special ceremonies in which 
Lieut. Byron Lechtner, of the local 
recruiting office, commissioned the 
bandsmen as second-class musicians 
and the ensemble was taken over 
by Chief William O. Melvin, band- 
master at the Great Lakes Training 
Center. 

The band, which goes to Great 
Lakes for four weeks of training be- 
fore being sent out as an entity, 
probably will be stationed at the 
Grosse Ile base to be used for re- 
cruiting drives in addition to its reg- 
ular Navy chores. The complete 
band unit was formed voluntarily by 


anne from Negro orchestras 
ere, 


The musicians taken in as a com- 
plete band are Amos Jackson, Mel- 
vin J. Phillips, Roger E. Bowers, 
John L. Roberson, Theodore Hunt, 
Wilson L. Warren, David S. Spencer, 
Herman B. Hopkins, Joseph D. Brow, 
Herbert B. Thompson, Eddie J. Mul. 
lins, Horace G. Sneed, Alvin L. Wall, 
Columbus C. Jones, Burnie L. Pea- 
cock, _John M. Trafton, Eddie A. 
Newble, Charles Johnson, James J. 
Austin, Arthur M. Williams, Robert 


G. Fleming, Charles Moore and Earl 
Warren. 





LIDICE, ILL., WILL GET 
PREMIERE OF ‘HANGMAN’ 


Hollywood, July 28. 


Premiere of the Seymour Neben- 
zal independent production, ‘The 
Hangman,’ will-be held in the newly 
named town of Lidice, Ill., formerly 
Stern Park Gardens. Village is pop- 
ulated chiefly by American citizens 
of Czechoslovakian descent, 

Picture is based on a story by 
Emil Ludwig dealing with the Nazi 
massacre of population of Lidice to 
avenge the shooting of Germany’s 
‘Hangman,’ Ernst Heydrich. 


ROBESON TERMS 
‘GLORY ROAD’ 
NEGRO SLUR 





Philadelphia, July 28. 

Paul Robeson, noted Negro bari- 
tone, last Thursday (23) refused to 
sing ‘Glory Road’ at the Robin Hood 
Dell ‘because it’s an insult to the en- 
tire Negro race.’ Robeson, appear- 
ing before a crowd of more than 
11,000, was called back at the end 
of his scheduled concert by the ter- 
rific applause of his audience and 
the patrons began shouting for re- 
quest encores. 

Some yelled ‘Sing ‘Glory Road,’ 

(Continued on page 15) 


Soph’s Spice at Buff 
Navy Relief Benefit 


Shocks City-Fathers| 


Buffalo, July 28. 
As a result of her appearance here 
at the mammoth outdoor Navy Re- 
lief show last Monday night, Sophie 
Tucker is still on receiving end of 


one of the toughest raps ever handed 
a stage performer in these parts. The 
show drew 50,000 to the Civic Sta- 
dium, reported to be a record audi- 
ence for any war benefit, and was 
headed by Miss Tucker and Olsen 
and Johnson, who brought the en- 
tire cast of ‘Sons o’ Fun’ to Buffalo. 


Soph delivered her regular nitery 
routine, interspersing it with plenty 
of peppery dialog which left the 
spectators gasping. Immediate re- 
percussions were heard through the 
Stadium and the next day the town 
was agog with gossip over the Tucker 
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UNCLE SAM'S PLEA TO A.F.M. 
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FOR Ua. 3 oAKE 


Elmer Davis of Office of War 
Information in Dramatic 
Gesture—Meanwhile FCC 
Wants Amendment to 
Communications Act Pre- 
venting Wartime Inter- 
ruptions Via Strikes to 
Broadcasting Service 








DON’T ROCK BOAT 





Washington, July 28. 

Elmer Davis, director of the Of- 
fice of War Information, has made 
a dramatic appeal in the name of 
the Army, Navy, Marine Corps, 
Coast Guard, Treasury, Office of 
Civilian Defense and his own OWI, 
te the American Federation of Mu- 
sicians president, James C. Petrillo, 
urging him to call off his ultimatum 
stopping union members from mak- 
ing phonograph records and radio 
transcriptions after Aug. 1. Davis} 
quotes Petrillo’s own pledge of all- | 
out patriotic support of last Dec. | 
27, 1941. [This was in the form of a | 

(Continued on page 37) 
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Rosita Royce’s Doves 
Aren’t Carrier (Stool) 
Pigeons, Army Gives OK’ 





Montreal, July 28. 

Rosita Royce, who has been doing 
her ‘Dance of the Doves’ for several 
years unmolested except for occa- 
sional frowns from the censors, ran | 
into difficulties with the U. S. Army | 
last week. Booked to play the Gay- 
ety theatre here, the dancer discov- | 
ered that she could not bring ier. | 





‘doves’ across the Canadian border 

Actually the ‘doves’ are white} 
pigeons, and in view of the wartime | 
value of carrier pigeons, they may 
not be taken out of the U. S. How- | 
ever, the War Department in Wash- 
ington intervened, telephoning the 
customs authorities at the border 
and permitting Miss Royce to bring 
her seven ‘doves’ to Montreal. 


‘Jupiter’ Corp. Insures 


Ray Bolger for $100,000 


For a $10,000 premium, 
Bolger has been insured for $100,000, | 
for benefit of the ‘By Jupiter’ pro- 
ducers and stockholders. 

Idea is to circumvent the possi- 
bility of the disaster which befell 
Eddie Cantor’s ‘Banjo Eyes, when} 
an expensive production and many | 
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CAN'T RAP THE ARMY 
NOW IN NAVY’S LYRICS 


Growing consciousness of tactless 
pop song lyrics. has resulted in the 
U. S. Army protesting to Robbins 
Music Corp., publisher of ‘Anchors 
| Aweigh,’ the official Navy song, be- 
|} cause of the line, ‘Sail. Navy down 
the field, and Sink the Army, Sink 
the Army Grey.’ This, of course, 
is the second (or football) chorus. 

For the duration, the published 
editions henceforth. will forget the 
gridiron and employ only the punch- 
line. ‘Until we meet once more, here’s 
wishing you a happy voyage home.’ 


KYSER'S $25,610, 
ONE WEEK'S 
PAYOFF 














Kay Kyser piled up a new high! 


for salary taken out of a theatre last 
week at the 5,000-seat Fox, Detroit. 
Kyser wound up the week with a 
gross Of $65,220, coupled to Whis- 
pering Ghosts.’ Band had held the 
previous r€cord at that house ($53,- 
000). 

In on a guarantee of $13,000 and a 
50% split over $40,000, Kyser picked 
up $25,610 as his share of the gross. 
That tops by several thousand 
previous high theatre salary of ap- 
proximately $23,000 earned in Boston 





Russian Pop Tune Hails 
English-Russian-Y ankee 
Linking of Resources 


Riding the crest of the Shostako- | 


vich wave, with its resultant height- 
ening of interest in Soviet music, a 
new tune, aimed at the pop trade, 
was shipped into U. S. A. by radio 
foto direct from Moscow. Trans- 
missien was made last week. 

Tune is ‘Okay Brittania and 
Russia and the VU. S. A.’ by Eugene 
Jarkovsky and Yaraslav Rodianov. 
Harold Rome is adapting the lyric 
to U. S. taste. 





WACKY POETRY ON WAX 


Decca will issue an album of 
wacky readings by-Ogden Nash. Six 
sides were cut last week in New 
York. Deal grew out of a Nash 
guest shot on the Bing Crosby pro- 
gram almost two years ago. 

Crosby went for the Nash style 


routine. So widespread did criticism | people were caught short through | of humor and talked him up to Jack 


(Continued on page 52) 


the star’s illness. 


Kapp at 


Decca, 


his 
} 





Hollywood, July 28. 

Paraphrasing radio’s ciggie blast, 
‘Among men who know pictures best, 
it’s war subjects, one to three.’ 

This, anyway, is approximately the 
ratio of war themes to other story 
mediums in films to be released in the 
months intervening up to the first of 
the year. It’s even a little better 
than that, for a checkup of major 
studios discloses that there are on 
Coast lots a total of 156 pictures in 
production, ready for release and 
soon to rotl. And somewhere around 
one-third of these deal directly or 
indirectly with the international con- 
flict. 

Metro, 20th-Fox and Warners are 
well out in front of the field in war 
productions, Metro leading the way 
with nine, at the same time sched- 
uling two each for drama, action 
and comedy. 

Paramount, on the other hand, fur- 
nishes the most. striking contrast. It 
has only two war pictures, ‘Wake 
Isiand’ and ‘Submarine Alert.’ And 
no less than 12 comedies, it being 
clear from this that Paramount 
plans to laugh our adversaries into 
defeat 





| The fact that Columbia has only 
|} two war pictures, too, ‘The Com- 
jmandos Come at Dawn’ and ‘Under- 


} (Continued on page 15) 


War Relief Control Bd. 
| Under Jos. E. Davies To 
| Pool All War Charities 


| 
| Washington, July 28. 

| War relief agencies who make 
| public appeal for funds are to be 
| drastically regulated in the near fu- 
jture. President Roosevelt announced 
i that he would soon sign an executive 
| 











rder creating the War Relief Con- 


jtrol Board, with Joseph E. Davies, 
| form “+r ambassador to Russia, as its 
| head 

| What is planned for each commun- 
ity is a War Communities Fund such 
|}as pow is operating in Virginia and 
other state This reduces the public 
lappeals to one annually, with all 
laccredited agencies entitled to a 


share of the funds participating. 

Such a fund is already established 
here, and the groundwork is being 
laid for a fall campaign, which will 
take in the United Service Organiza- 
tion and the Community Chest. 
Newspapers and theatres are enthu- 
siastic for the new plan since it will 
cut down the appeals constantly 
made for the use of their screens 
and entertainers for semi-patriotic 
purposes, 

In Virginia the restriction against 
public solicitation for money is 
strictly applied. So strictly that the 
Army Emergency Relief theatre ccl- 
lection drive was refused permission 
to pass the hat in the film houses. 

The American Red Cross and cer- 
tain religious and charitable organi- 
| zations of a permanent character are 
jn tt affected 
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Russians in H wood 


Role of Stalin in 





Eye That Coveted 


Warners Moscow 
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Hollywood, July 28. | Can’t Fire Me 
It probably will come as some- | an 
thing of a mild shock to Stalin. He's Hollywood, July 28. 
had reason, in fact, to feel that! One bit player who can raise 


White Russians were a permanently | 
embittered people, forever pining | 
for the return of the old order. But, | 
at least with the White Russians of 
the film colony here, that stopped 
being so about a year ago when 
Hitler invaded the country, bent 
upon its destruction. 

After all, it was their country. 
And so they want it saved—this 
time, for itself, not from. 

Possibly the recent purchase of 
*Mission to Moscow’ by Warners 
clarified this situation more than 
anything else. Most of the Rus- 
sians here are anxious to play in 
the picture, and not just for the | 
money, either. Five years ago, many | 
ef them couldn't have been bribed | 
to go near the casting office for | 
‘Mission.’ Now, Alla Nazimova has 
had several talks with the studio 
about a part in the picture and is 
understood to be very much in the 
front office mind. 

More significant than this is the 

(Continued on page 15) 


RACEHORSES GET ’EM 
DESPITE GAS RATIONING 


The pre-Saratoga dopesters are re- 
prising the adage, ‘Horseplayers al- 
Ways manage somehow to find their 
way to the racetracks,’ as an offset 
to the gas and tire rationing. ‘They'll 
come up to Saratoga, if they have to 
hitch-hike,’ say the insiders’ in 
answer to the negative arguments 
on the biz outlook. 


With that in mind, plans are. pro- 
ceeding to reopen the sundry spots. 
Monte Proser is already at the spa 
readying his Piping Rock, with a 
replica of his Copacabana revues, 
including Joe E, Lewis, Don Loper 
and Maxine Barratt, Frank Marti’s 
band, etc. Ditto Mother Kelly at 
Riley’s; Arrowhead with names, etc. 


Carroll Case Dickers 
Bert Lahr for ‘Danger’ 


Among the newer managers enter- | 
ing show business -next season is | 
Carroll Case, who is readying a 
play with music tentatively called | 
“Sweet Danger.’ He is the son of 
Frank Casé, operator of the Al- 
gonquin hotel, N. Y. Younger Case 
was a Coast writer and is currently | 
connected with the ad agency of | 
Biackett, Sample & Hummert. 

Bert Lahr has been propositioned | 
for the show and, if he accepts, the | 
book will be revised to strengthen | 
the part slated for the comic. Back- 
ing is said to be assured, produc- | 
tion being budgeted for $85,000, | 


| 
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Mpls. Sees Evidences | 
Of Pix Talent Dearth 


Minneapolis, July 28. 

Indicative of the growing shortage 
of talent at Hollywood due to war 
inroads and the quest for new per- 
formers to replace the players going 
into the armed forces are the inqui- 
ries coming here from producing 
company executives regarding acts 
at theatres and night clubs, etc.. in 
Minneapolis. Data even has been 
sought regarding members of the Old 
Log theatre, strawhatter. 


a howl against the producer and 
director without fear of losing 
his job is Johnny Kane, cur- 
rently working in ‘Sunset Sere- 
nade’ at Republic. 

Johnny is six months old and 
his father is Joe Kane, producing 
and directing the picture. 


Secret Bride for 31 
Years, Mae West Gets 
Fancy-Free Verdict 











Los Angeles, July 28. 

Mae West, secret bride for 31 years, 
brushed off her absentee bridegroom 
in Superior Court and swept out the 
ashes of a remote romance that be- 
gan with a wedding in Milwaukee 
back in 1911, The roving groom was 
Frank Wallace, a vaudeville hoofer, 
who had wandered far from the fam- 
ily hearthstone until he popped up 
last autumn to demand an allowance 
of $1,000 a month from his one-time 
wife, 

Neatly blocking her husband's lead, 
Miss West countered with a right 
hook demanding a divorce, which 
was granted without a comeback. 
Wallace’s plea for separate main- 
tenance was settled out of court for 
some such sum as $500. 

According to testimony, they were 
married when Mae West was a slim 
gal working in a nitery, putting on 
songs and patter while Wallace 
shuffled his insteps. Their married 
life, Miss West testified, lasted only 
a few weeks and the memory was 
laid away in mothballs until the 
groom suddenly roamed back. 


NELSON EDDY SETTLES 
HIS METRO CONTRACT 


Hollywood, July 28. 

Nelson Eddy has obtained a re- 
lease from his Metro contract, which 
still had a year to run. Action fol- 
lows the expiration of Metro’s con- 
tract with Jeanette MacDonald, with 
whom he was chiefly starred in that 
studio’s operettas. 

Reason for the Eddy washup was 
ascribed by studio to lack of suitable 
material available or in sight, and 
the singing star felt it more advan- 
tageous to freelance, in view of other 
studio offers. Both Universal and 
Columbia are negotiating with Eddy 
for single pictures or term deals. 

Eddy began his picture career with 
Metro in 1933, appearing in ‘Broad- 
way to Hollywood,’ and has since 
averaged from one to two films year- 
ly on the Culver City lot. His last 
release, co-starred with Jeanette 








| MacDonald, is ‘I Married an Angel.’ 
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SAVINGS 











It will cost money to defeat 
Germany, Japan and Italy. 
Our government calls on you 
to help now. 

Buy war savings bonds or 


stamps today. Buy them 
every day if you can. But 
buy them on a regular basis. 


Publicity-Shy Editors 
Nibble on NBC Plant; 
Flushed Into Retreat 


Hollywood, July 28. 
Across the footlights more years 
ago than most of us can remember, 


the hoarse voice of a vaudevillian 
trumpeted ‘the wise guy is the lob- 
ster after ali.’ And the years 
haven’t changed that reasoning 
much. For consider a recent plant 
by Hal Bock, NBC press head here. 


Seeking to make some capital out 
of the two-week sabbatical of Joan 
Davis from the Sealtest program, 
Bock inserted the following teaser 
in the agony column of sheets in the 
33 cities where the Crossley survey 
is taken ‘If Joan Davis is in (blank) 
town please come back to the Seal- 
test program, Rudy Vallee.’ 

The pickup was immediate, the 
bait being swallowed whole by such 
you-can’t-fool-us’ers as Time mag, 
news services and city editors. The 
trail grew hot and nostrils scented 
a big story. All queries were re- 
layed to Bock, who gave them a 
matter-of-fact explanation. Abashed 
at their gullibility, they were willing 
to forget it all. 

And where was Miss Davis all this 
time? Just vacationing with the folks 
in St. Paul. 


‘SERGEANT GENE AUTRY’ 











NEW WRIGLEY TITLE; 





Chicago, July 28. 
‘Melody Ranch,’ title of the Gene 
Autry show over CBS will be 
changed to ‘Sergeant Gene Autry,’ 
the first of the new series emanat- 


ing from WBBM in Chicago on 
Aug. 2. 

Autry’s first assignment as an 
army non-com will be to continue 


his radio show, slanting program to 
cooperate with the war effort. 
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Chicago, July 28. 
Well, here I am in the ‘windy city’....‘Windy City’....there hasn't been 
a breath of fresh air since I arrived, it’s been so hot....Went to Arlington 
racetrack, and on the way I started to depe out the horses... When I 
arrived the horses made a dope out of me....I didn’t mind losing on one 
horse, but when he walked over to the rail where I was standing during a 
race, and showed me a picture of his colt that was too much. 


One horse I bet on must have had terpsichorean ambitions... half way 
down the track he suddenly stopped and put on a pair of ballet slippers 
.---1 don’t mind losing on a race, but when the jockey comes in three 
and a half lengths ahead of the horse it’s time to quit....They have a 
novel innovation at this track; as you walk out a mutual machine leans 
over and gives you a very tender kiss....Went to my hotel and got washed 
up, and slipped into my tuxedo....courtesy of my moths... .and went 
over to the Chez Paree to catch Benny Fields’ opening. There were so 
many mink coats in the audience it lookéd like a fur trappers’ convention, 
The room is so large the waiters carry each other piggy-back while de. 
livering orders. Place was so jammed it’s the first time I ever saw a show 
through a waiter’s lapel. Fields was terrific. He sang ‘Melancholy Baby’ 
with such a sob in his throat his arrangements began to weep....I got 
such a lump in my throat my ‘Adam’s apple’ turned into sauce... . Al] 
Bernie then came on. He did ‘Captain Bligh’ so realistically Mike Fritzel 
the owner, started to flog the waiters, : 


Went from there to the ‘606’ club and found out why they call Chicago 
the ‘Windy City’. ..they have 15 fan dancers there and a master of cere- 
monies....One girl was very shy....she took her clothes off with one eye 
shut....I sat so close to the stage three times the girls mistook my head 
for the runway. One girl did such terrific bumps....the audience auto- 
matically moved back every time she got set to deliver them. 


At Henrici’s for a late snack, ran into Harry Rose, the ‘Broadway 
Jester’, who’s doing a terrific job at Colosimo’s, Harry was wearing one 
of his famous shirts....with the collar fitting snugly around his shoulders, 
His shirts are famous from coast to coast. They’re made especially for 
him by Ripley. Jerry Lester came over and we talked for about 12 
ad-libs....Gene Autry walked in and he was wearing spurs that ‘Jingle, 
Jangle, Jingle’....There are so many cowboys in town due to Autry’s 
Rodeo, a band of Indians that hadn’t been tamed by the white man 
siarted an uprising. 

Because of my opening the following day at the Oriental theatre went 
back to the hotel and took a shower....then the shower took me... .Put 
my new paiamas on, and they were so loud....the house detective started 
to bang on the door telling me to cut out the noise....I walked over te 
the window wanting to open it fer some fresh air, and had a great 
surprise....it wasn’t a window....but a picture of one....I couldn't 
sleep so I started to count sheep. Suddenly I felt someone nudge me. 
I opened my eyes and there was a sheep beside me erying his eyes 
out. I said: ‘What’s the matter?’ The sheep said: ‘You forgot about me!’ 


The next morning I started for the theatre and had an unusual ex- 
perience as I waited to cross Randolph street....they started to build the 
new subway around me....One fellow had been watching the excavations 
for so long a time he was made an honorary sand-hog....I love the 
billing they gave me in front of the theatre....‘Droop Comes To Loop 
With His Troupe’....I love the rug on my dressing room floor. It’s an 
Oriental one with yellow faces on it....every time I step on the nap I 
step on a Jap....The dressing room they gave me was the last word....I 
wish I could decipher it. 

When I stepped out on the stage I had the whole audience in the palm 
of my hand....that gives you an idea of how many people were in the 
audience....We were orginally scheduled to do seven shows the opening 
day, but it was changed to six, so Jack (Baldy) Zero got himself booked 
to be guest cue-ball at a local poolroom....Jack is always in a quandary 
....he can never decide which is the funniest aisle to work in....My 
mother didn’t come along with us for this engagement....she was playing 
a split week by herself at Grossinger’s....There were so many kid hold- 
overs for the second and third shows....the truant officer opened a 
branch office in the lobby....This is the only audience in the world if 
they like your work they don’t applaud....they nod....I don’t mind 
people sleeping when I’m on, but when they bring along a Simmons 
mattress and an eyeshade—that is really something....One woman asked 
me to come down from the stage and hold her ball of yarn while she 
knitted, 

During the bit where I come down into the audience and dance with 
a girl, I overheard one girl say to another: ‘He does something to me.... 
I'll have to start taking those headache pills all over again!’ 


Big | Colgate Revue With Jolson ie 


Eve Arden, Hildegarde, Parkyakarkas and Ray Block 
Orchestra Also Included 








Chicago, July 28. 
Colgate-Palmolive-Peet will spon- 


Fowlers Now a Team 
sor a variety show with Al Jolson 


Hollywood, July 28. on NBC-Red starting Oct. 3. Cast 








Also, more talent scouts have been | 


dropping in than at any time within 
memory. 


Try and Hold ’Em 


Hollywood, July 28. 

There will be three big money 
winners in the next Abbott & Cos- 
tello picture at Universal if Alex 
Gottlieb is successful in his nego- 
tiations with Warren Wright. 

: Wright is owner of Whirlaway, all- 
time financial topper on the horse 
circuit. Gottlieb, producer of the 
A & C comedies is trying to enter 


the champion steed in ‘Hold Your 
Horses,’ 


METRO’S NATALIE DRAPER 


Natalie Draper, ingenue, en route 
to the Coast with a Metro contract. 











none Ceeeeeeenee 








ABBOTT and COSTELLO 


On National Release August 7 





First picture will be Arthur Freed’s 
“DuBarry Was a Lady.’ 
Set by Lyons office in New York. 


In “PARDON MY SARONG” 


A Mayfair Production—Universal Pictures Release 
Under Personal Management of EDWARD SHERMAN 


Gene Fowler and his son, Gene, 
Jr., teamed up for the first time as a 
writing duo and sold ‘Half-a-Deck 
Harrigan’ to 20th-Fox, where junior 
is in the film editing department. 

Story deals with the adventures of 
a ship carrying munitions to Eng- 
land. 


FBI PROBES GEO. RAFT 
FOR $236,603 U.S. TAXES 


Probing into the finances of George 
Raft by the FBI, for recovery of 
back taxes amounting to $236,603, 
will involve an inspection of papers 
pertaining to a separation § suit 
brought against him in 1934 by 
Grace Mulrooney Raft. 

The story broke last week in 
N. Y. supreme court when it was 
learned that U. S. attorney Matthias 
F. Correa had obtained a signed 
order from Justice Felix Benvenga 
permitting the inspection. The 
course was taken on advice of the 
D. of J. in Washington as essential to 
protect the Government claim. 

During the separation suit, Mrs. 
Raft alleged her husband’s yearly 











income was upward of $300,000. 





will include Eve Arden, Hildegarde, 
Parkyakarkas and Ray Block di- 
recting a 2l-piece orchestra, with 
Fred Uttal as Jolson’s straight- man 
and announcer. The writers will 
probably be Alan Lipscott and 
David R. Schwartz. Carlo De An- 
gelo, radio head of the Sherman & 
Marquette agency, will produce and 
direct the show, which is a Music 
Corp. of America package. 

Series will originate at WEAF, 
New York, and be heard on an un- 
determined number of NBC sta- 
tions. Product will be Colgate 
toothpowder, but if that brand is 
unable to support the program it 
may be switched to Colgate tooth- 
paste, which would turn it over to 
the Ted Bates agency. 


Get Off My Instep 


Hollywood, July 28. 

Six more footprints were regis- 
tered for posterity on the cement of 
time in the front yard of Sid Grau- 
man’s Chinese theatre. 

Footprinters were Greer Garson, 
Charles Boyer, Rita Hayworth, Ed- 
ward G. Robinson, Henry Fonda and 
Charles Laughton, 
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REMEMBER SEPTEMBER 


The September $1,000,000,000 U. S. War Bonds quota for 
the motion picture industry is a challenge to show business 
which must be met to the hilt. It undoubtedly will be fully 
subscribed and undoubtedly wiil add still another bright chap- 
ter to an already distinguished saga of our business in the cur- 
rent war effort until the final victory is won. 





But it will be no easy task; what’s more, it’s to be but the 
beginning of sturdier, repetitive chores, which will be placed 
at the door of the amusement industry again, and again, and 


again. 


As a matter of fact, the Retailers’ current July drive—the 
first billion-dollar Bond sale assignment to any industry—is 
but another form of show business. The campaign hit a cres- 
cendo yesterday in New York and in all key cities with a series 
of ‘Rally for Victory’ block parties. Per usual, ‘stars of the 
screen, stage and radio, name bands, etc.,’ were the lure, and 
so advertised. But the Retailers’ billion won’t credit one 10c 
U. S. Stamp to show business. 


Films and the allied amusement industry are on the spot, 
for themselves, only when September rolls around. And when 
comes October, Labor will get its billion to shoot for; in No- 
vember the Women’s Clubs will have their Billion in Bonds to 
campaign. And it’s not overstating the case to point out that 
again and again show business, by the very nature of its ex- 
ploitive personalities and showmanship, will be enlisted to co- 
operate and collaborate with this or that group henceforth car- 
rying out the Treasury Dept.’s quota of a ‘billion in bond sales 
each and every month.’ 


But ‘Remember September’ is the first ‘official’ month all 
show business must not forget. ‘The theatres will spearhead 
the campaign in a manner far in excess of the already strongly 
collaborative manifestations in the nation’s theatres, with their 
trailers and permanent bond booths and counters—day and 
night, weekdays and weekends—in theatre lobbies and on side- 
walks in front of the theatres. ‘Remember September’ will 
call for extraordinary all-out, full-time, no-kidding-about-it, 
let’s-make-sure-of-that-billion organization, coordination—and 
realization. 


Hollywood and Broadway are going to insure it in divers 
manners. Theatre executives have set up a campaign that 
will juggernaut bond sales into the till. Film studios will dis- 
rupt production schedules to release an army of stars and star- 
lets through the length and breadth of this land, so that the 
nation is made fully aware—once again—of show business’ pa- 
triotic all-out. The talent pools east and west will let loose 
a wealth of personality favorites, who will underwrite mass 
turnouts and command millions upon millions of Bond sales. 
The final answer by Sept. 30 must not total $999,999,999.99, it 
should exceed that billion by plenty. 


OWI's Radio Head Tells Songwriters 
Of War Idiom Need in Pop Numbers 


Race Track Sues Actor 








W. B. Lewis, radio head of the 
Office of War Information, came to 
New York from Washington as the 
speaker at the Songwriters Protec- 
tive Assn. dinner last night (Tues.) 
at the Park Central hotel, N. Y. This 
was part of the OWI’s drive to stim- 
ulate a war idiom in American 
popular song. : 

The drive against ‘tactless’ songs, 
and those that boast foolishly or are 
bombastically ineffectual was gotten 
Over to the songwriters, as it has 
been to the music publishers, music 
educators, radio broadcasters, re- 
cording managers, transcription ex- 
€cutives, et al. at a previous round- 
table discussion. The need for a 


ie ida") est 92 | ZERO MOSTEL AT $1,750 
ro 
America and our Allies, isa prime| FOR M-G WITHIN 5 MOS. 
objective of the OWI. 

Sigmund Romberg, new SPA 





Los Angeles, July 28. 

Agua Caliente race track filed 

suit for $5,800 in Superior Court 

against J. Carrol Naish, film 

heavy, declaring two of his 
checks bounced back. 


Track officials claim the actor 
cashed checks for $3,500 and 
$2,300 last May 17 and his bank 
refused to honor them. Com- 
plaint asked an _ attachment 
against his account. 














prexy, in calling the powwow, stated: 
he need is for songs to be sung by 
the fighters rather than at them.’ 
Better Song Exposure 
Lewis expounded that a little extra 
effort, via proper radio-time alloca- 
tion to and publication of worthier 
and more fighting war songs must 
result in getting the message across. 
In short, instead of printing anything 
that looks more easily commercial, 
whether it's drivel or not, the effort 
should be made for quality song ma- 
terial, more in line with the Gov- 
ernmental pattern. Thus, by an obvi- 
(Continued on page 35) 





Strictly from Horatio Alger is the 
story of Zero Mostel, Cafe Society, 
N. Y. nitery comic, who came from 
his uppers to $1,750 per week from 
Metro, all within five months. Five 
months ago Zero, nee Sam, was an 
unemployed painter who hung around 
borscht circuit talent to keep eating. 
Never a performer, Mostel picked up 
a few laugh routines to go with his 
stooging. An unidentified scripter 
brought him to Hi Brown, radio pro- 
ducer and borscht belt graduate, 
who got him a few jobs doing bits on 
smalltime radio shows and event- 


(Continued on page 50) 
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!price openings of 


| national welfare agencies. 


ACCENT ON COW, 
NOT ‘PRESTIGE 


‘Yankee Doodle’ Determin- 
ing Factor ih Flow of Pix 
About People—Metro 
Shies Away to Make Its 
Big Pitch With Name 
Bands 





OTHERS DIP IN 





‘By DAVID WALSH 


Hollywood, July 28. 

This time evidently it was ‘Yan- 
kee Doodle’ that dood it. 

Anyhow, the success of the George 
M. Cohan iife story in film will be 
reflected in the immediate future 
by a stream of biographical pictures 
rolling off the production line at 
Warners, long the bellwether of 
studio story-trends. They took the 
lead, first, in ‘biographicals’ some 
years back, then in musicals and, 
finally, in ‘gangsters.’ 

And apparently they mean to do 
it again in a new type of biography 
production, not stressing prestige, as 
before, but those with sound com- 
mercial value. 

But hold! Warners, acute as it is, 
may find itself out-trended in an- 
other direction. For Metro evidently 

(Continued on page 50) 





Big Coin From 
Pix Preems To 
War Charities 


Los Angeles, July 28. 


War charities and other organiza- 
tions for the uplift of military mor- 
ale will be handed the gross re- 
ceipts of premieres and advanced- 
important pic- 
tures in the Los Angeles and Holly- 
wood areas for the duration of the 
war. Entire receipts from the 
preem of ‘Mrs. Miniver,’ at $5.50 top, 
were donated to the Voluntary Army 
Canteen Service... Opening take for 
‘Tales of Manhattan,’ estimated at 
$5,000, will be turned over by 20th- 
Fox to three groups catering to 
service men. Warners is arrang- 
ing a special patriotic opening next 
month for ‘Yankee Doodle Dandy.’ 

Circuit and indie theatre execs 
are agreed that under present con- 
ditions the profits accruing from 
first night showings of important 
pictures should be turned over to 








E BACK 


AT WB 





Radio Stars Want 


to Stay on The 


Air and Fight for Their Country Too 





No Holds Barred 


Hollywood, July 28. 

Femmes will have the screen 
all to themselves in ‘Yankee Girl,’ 
a tale of the Women’s Army 
Auxiliary Corps, at Republic. 

Non-masculine picture will be 
produced by Albert J. Cohen 
from a screenplay by Frank 
Gill, Jr. 


Morrisey, With No Ideas 
And Backer Minus Coin, 
Would Do Another Revue 


Will Morrisey is on the verge of 
doing another show, and is introduc- 
ing a fellow, whom he says has no 
money, as his backer. Unlike Saro- 
yan, who seems to have inspired 
Morrisey this time, the latter adds 
he has no ideas for the show. That 
about starts him off on the same 
level with some of his other turkeys, 
but in a general way he thinks the 
next effort will also be a revue. 


Morrisey warns all potential back- 
ers and others who may be interested 
to contact him at William Friedlan- 
der’s office, but not after Thursday 
(30), when he thinks everyone will 
be thrown out of the joint by the 
landlord. 

Although the financial end is as 
hazy as the material for the new 
show, Morrisey is worrying about 
where he can get actors, He can’t 
figure out how to get juveniles, all of 
whom are in the army, but on the 
dame end he sees some hope. 

It is possible to get a sort of all- 
grandma outfit, and if he has the 
nerve he’ll try to get Fanny Ward, 
Evelyn Nesbitt and Mae Murray for 
leads. Morrisey claims there is little 
use looking for younger lookers, for 
they all seem to be joining the 
WAAC. 














ALTON COOK FROM 
RADIO TO FILM ED 


Alton Cook, after eight years as 
radio editor of the New York Werld- 
Telegram, has been moved to the 
post of film critic and editor. He 
steps into the post vacated by the 
death of William Boehnel. Cook, 
before coming to the World-Tele- 
gram, did five years as picture and 
drama editor for the St. Paul Daily 
News. 

Robert Bagar, music critic of the 
World-Telegram, who had held down 
Cook's radio spot during vacations, 
takes over as radio editor. 


‘Claude Thornhill Orch 


Reports at Paramount 
Claude Thornhill’s 


orchestra is due 





‘VARIETY’ CUED HIM 


So Art Henry Is Now a Sleuth in 
Govt. Service 








Art Henry, once a standard vaude | 
single, is now U. S. Inspector Arthur 
Henry, attached to Col. Arthur V. 
McDermott’s Selective Service staff 
in N. Y. It was Henry who was 
chiefly instrumental a few months 
ago in nipping a draft evasion at- 
tempt by a wealthy Bronxite, Fran- 
cis O’Connell, which resulted in the 
jailing of the youth, his father, and 
one Daniel Houlihan, a local board 
member, for attempted bribery as 
well. , 

Henry, a comic, took seriously the 
editorials of Sime in ‘Variety’ back 
in the early 1930’s. Sime then warn- 
ed of the coming debacle of vaude,~ 
so Henry took up a special course in 
crime detection, studying 
dressing rooms, and then a Govern- 
ment civil service examination. In 
1932 he went direct from a date at 
Keith’s Memorial, Boston, into Gov- 
ernment service, first being assigned 
to the detection of mail thieves and 
forgers. 





in his|- 


|1in Hollywood Aug. 24 to begin work 
on ‘Calgary-Stampede’ film for Para- || 


mount. This is the film work for 
which Thornhill was contracted dum 


room, Hollywood, last winter. Film- 
ing will take four weeks. 


to stay at Glen Island Casino, New 
Rochelle, N. Y., where he closed last 
night (Tues.), until later in August, 
but he pulled out earlier to play the- 
atres, three of which had to be can- 
celled to go west. Sam Donahue’s 
band replaces Thornhill tonight 
(Wed.) at Glen Island, remaining 
until Hal McIntyre returns Aug. 25. 


Glen Island job is Donahue’s first 
major one in New York. 





Mayo Stays 20th 


20th-Fox has given Archie Mayo 
a new straight two-year director 
contract. 

He’s currently in New Haven di- 
recting ‘Crash Dive.’ 





ing his trip to the Palladium Ball- | 


Thornhill was originally scheduled 


Hollywood, July 28. 

Coast radio will be little affected 
this autumn by the inroads made into 
the ranks of key entertainers by the 
draft and enlistments if a general 
ruling is made by the War Depart- 
ment allowing servicemen time out 
to continue their weekly broadcasts, 
That such a Government order can 
be expected, in the interests of home 
and combat morale, is foreseen fol- 
lowing appeals for such concessions 
by Gene Autry and James McFad- 
den, radio director for McKee & Ale 
bright, on behalf of Rudy Vallee, 
who is considered ripe for plucking, 

Refusing Autry and Vallee such a 
privilege would surely bring a 
charge of discrimination against the 
Government, since Ezra Stone had 
been and again will be allowed those 
days off for ‘The Aldrich Family’ 
airings. Autry’s appeal to be per- 

(Continued on page 53) 


$7,277 JUDGMENT ON 
LOAN VS. POLA NEGRI 


A judgment of $37,277 was entered 
against Pola Negri, star of silent 
films, in N. Y. supreme court Mon- 
day (27). The amount represents a 
$5,000 loan with interest for which 
Miss Negri had signed a promissory 
note dated Sept. 4, 1934 payable 
within 90 days to the late Col. How. 
ard Thayer Kingsbury in California, 
The note was signed with her real 
name, Paula Scharz. 

Action for recovery of the debt 
was brought against Miss Negri by 
Mrs. C. B. Kingsbury as executrix 
of her husband’s estate. 











Cohan Improves 


For the past week or so George M. 
Cohan has shown remarkable im- 
provement, and on Tuesday (28) he 
walked from his home to Central 
Park to sit in the sun. 

It was the first time he was out of 
his apartment for about two months, 
and for a while he did not care to 
see visitors. His doctor, Miguel G. 
Elias, enthusiastically noted the bet- 
terment in Cohan’s condition. 
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Film Industry to A 


bsorb $250,000 





Expense of Exploiting and Pushing 


The Motion Picture Industry will 
absorb a $250,000 expense account as} 
part of its contribution to the | 
$1,000,000,000 War Bond and Stamp 
Drive during the month of Septem- 
ber, since every penny realized from 
the sales of stamps and bonds goes 
intact to the Government. Already 
the industry has earmarked $80,000 
to finance the seven cross-country 
tours of its stars, starlets and fea- 
tured players which will hit 300 
towns and cities. This money is ap- 
propriated by the producers and ex- 
hibitors on a 67-33%, split. 

The balance of the quarter million 
will come from the coffers of the 
15,000 theatres tying-into the drive, 
most of whom realize they will need 
every gun they can muster to 
achieve the billion dollar quota, and 
have started to prepare all sorts of 
extra bally which can be charged 
only to their desire to do a swell job. 
These expenditures will provide ex- 
tra booths, window cards, three- 
sheets, direct mailings and sundry 


(Continued on page 22) 


K. C. SHOW NETS 
$9 674.424 IN 
BONDS 


! Kansas City, July 28. 

Kansas City’s one-night, ‘Bonds for 
Victory,’ vaudeville show, Friday 
(24), headed by Paul Whiteman and 
the Weaver Brothers and Elviry, 
turned $2,674,424 into the Treasury 
Department purse against the Axis. 
‘Fhree-hour show of heroes, service- 
men, music and vaude attractions 
was sold out two days in advance at 
the 10,000-seat arena in the Muny 
auditorium, with the price scale 
ranging from $1 stamp per seat up to | 
$500 bond for a box. 

Whiteman’s band and accompany- 
ing acts cut a scheduled seven-day 
vaude appearance at the Tower thea- 
tre to six days, opening Saturday | 
instead of the regular Friday, in or- | 
der to make the bond show. In addi- 
tion, Weavers and Elviry, vacation- | 
ing at home in Springfield, Mo., made 
the trek to town to stage their act. | 
*Dr. I. Q.’ (Jimmy McLain), in town 
to originate weekly radio half- 
hour, appeared with a special script 








his 


(Continued on page 55) 


a cl ] 
; 


JOLSON PLAYING ROUTE 
OF CARRIBEAN BASES 


Al Jolson is playing an unan- 
mounced route for the U. S. armed 
forces, presumably in the Carribean 
sector, having left in an army plane 
from his Miami Beach home 

It’s presumed he’s entertaining at 
bases in Trinidad, etc.. because he 
once expressed himself that ‘the boys 
in that hot climate Q 


need a laugh 
and a song more than if I went to 
Ireland or England or Australia: that 
can come later on.’ 


Cable From Jolson 
Port of Spain, Trinidad, July 27. 
Leaving for islands. then Curacao, 
then Aruba, then Panama 
Al Jolson 


PEPSI-COLA’S FISHBOWL 
Bway Canteen Makes Service Men 
a Target for Gawkers 





The new Times Square Canteen 
for Servicemen which the New 
York City Defense Retreation Com- 
mittee opened last week at 47th 
street and Broadway, has become 
a favorite point of perusal for the 
bigtown yokels who stand around 
the outside of the Canteen and rub- 
berneck through the huge plateglass 
windows. Servicemen trying to re- 
lax with a cuffo Pepsi-Cola and a 
mickel hamburger feel like they're 
in a fishbowl. 

NYCDRC is aware of the adverse 
eomments from some of the men in 
uniform and is endeavoring to de- 
vise a workable solution. 


$1,900,000,000 Sept. War Bond Drive 





19 Camp Units 


Hollywood, July 28. 
Hollywood Victory Committee is 
adding five new road units and re- 
building 14 old ones for late sum- 
mer tours of Southern California 
Army Camps and Navy stations. 
Revamping of the program re- 
quires a week’s work, during which 
no shows will be sent out. 





Yanks in Aussie Yen 


For U. S. Jazz, More Sun. 


Pix; They Like “Variety” 





Sydney, July 28. 

American troops in Anzac terri- 
tory under General Douglas Mac- 
Arthur have disclosed an avid yen 
for hot rhythm, favoring the top 
American dance bands, according to 
a personal survey of U. S. military 
forces here. MacArthur’s men frank- 
ly hope that Washington authorities 
may agree to send over a unit of real 
American performers to play the 
Aussie territory. While appreciating 
Australia rhythm, U. S. troops ad- 
mittedly are looking for hotter fare. 

The thousands of Yank soldiers, 
sailors and marines down here yearn 
for more high-class fare on Sundays, 
not being entirely satisfied with just 
two pictures currently open in main 
city spots. Their demand is for 
brighter, more varied entertainment 
while waiting to pound the Japs. 

Former U. S. film and vaude men 
with General MacArthur say their 
only real touch with the American 
show business is via reading ‘Variety.’ 








ANITA LO0S IN D.C. T0 


SCRIPT WAAC’S FOR M-G 


Washington, July 28. 





Anita “Gentlemen 
B!ondes’ ) 
on the WAAC’s (Women’s 


Auxiliary Corps) to be called ‘Women 
in Uniform. Metro script 
saw Mrs. Emily Newell Blair. chief 
of the women’s interest section of 
Bureau of Public Relations, and took 
away a ton of literature on the petti- 
coat and slip soldiers. 

What they didn’t tell 


her at the 


| War Dept. is that the bobbed hair 


recruits have been using all kinds of 


political influence to get themselves 


(Continued on page 55) 
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Kaplowitz In 
Harry Kaplowitz, assistant to Sam 


| pools in which Warners is interested, 
has gone into the Army. He 
ported for duty yesterday (Tuesday). 
Homeoffice associates gave 
sendoff party Friday afternoon (24) 





|recently an advertising specialist 


with the U. S. Treasury War Savings | 


staff, into U. S. Army Aug. 1. 

Robert E. Matthews, gm. of 
gress Films, director of Lloyds Film 
Sforage, and just recently represent- 
ing Cinecolor, Inc.. in the east. now 
in the photographic division, U. S 
Signal Corps, Astoria, L. I. 





Fert Riley Jottings 
Fort Riley, Kans., July 28. 

Corp. Winston O’Keefe, former 
Soap opera star of ‘Mary Marlin’ and 
‘David Harum’ series, among others, 
was selected to attend 11th class of 
Cavalry Officer Candidate School, 
which began here yesterday (Mon- 
day). At the end of three months. 
O'Keefe will graduate as a second 
lieutenant. Till now, he’s. been 
serving as an instructor at the Cav- 
airy Replacement Training Center 
here. 

‘Tableaux,” latest ditty penned by 
Corp. Eddie ‘Duke’ Herzog, former 
Claude Thornhill and Jimmy Doyr- 
sey arranger, who wrote ‘Love Is,’ 
was introduced for the first time on 
‘Fort Riley Entertains’ show over 





E. Morris in the operation of theatre | 
re- | 
him a} 


Alfred Stern, formerly of produc- | 
tion staff of Radio City theatres and | 


Pro- | 
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WILLIE HOWARD 


Eighth successful week, “Priorities 
/of 1942” at the 46th Street Theatre, 
New York. 





| 

i “Triple A Endorsements... Willie 

lloward’s drolleries in “Priorities of 
1942." 

! LOUIS SOBOL, 


New York Journal-American. 


FANS’ FUNDS FOR 
SERVICE MEN'S 
PICTURES 


Memphis, July 28. 

Maurice (Curly) Druker, Loew's 
State manager, reports a new 
wrinkle in generosity to men in uni- 
form. Customers are giving folding 
money for theatre tickets and in- 
structing cashiers to pay way with 
the change of next few service men 
approaching boxoffice. 

One elderly gent buys a two-bit 
matinee ticket at the State twice 
weekly, hands gal a $5 bill each 
time, and tells her to treat the boys 
of all services as long as it lasts. 
Dough goes quite a ways, since 
Uncle Sam's scrappers get reduced 
rates. 

Request entails cashiers’ keeping 
little pool of money separate from 
regular operation cash. But gals say 











Prefer | they feel rewarded for their trouble 
Loos is here to do a story |1n the looks of pleased surprise on 
Army | the face of Johnny Doughboy when 


the news is broken. 


writer |! saat 
| 
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Free Admish 
Columbus Grove, O., July 28. 
Thomas Scott, proprietor of the 
Grove, announced that during 1942 
all soldiers, sailors, marines and air 
men in uniform would be admitted 
to all performances at his theatre 
without charge. Grove, largest of 


the two houses in the community, 


i has.250 seats. 


+ 


$+ooo4 


| WIBW, Topeka, last week by the 
}CRTC dance band. 

New Military Police Replacement 
Train ng Center in throes of organ- 
izing its own dance band. Had used 
|CRTC band services till now. Corp. 
Leo Hattler, former Casa Loma pi- 
anist, helping to round up men 

Alan Broeck’s ‘Bataan’ 
Camp Upton, N. Y., July 28 

Pvt. Alan Brock, radio actor-agent 

drafted last week, is 


Camp Upton and has been assigned | 
by Capt. Rankin, head of the Special 
Service Office, to direct the local 
production of ‘Bataan,’ a one-act 


| play by Pvt. Robert Vail. 

Cast for the show includes Nicho- 
las Conte ‘recently seen on Broad- 
way in ‘Jason’), George Petrie, Sam 
Main, Ben Haskell and Richard Kar- 


lan. Play will preem Saturday night 
(1) at the camp's new open-air 
theatre. 


Paul Moss With Gene Tunney 

Pittsburgh, July 28. 
Paul Moss, former screen writer, 
who hails from nearby Farrell, Pa., 
and more recently manager of mid- 
dleweight boxing champion Billy 
Soose, goes into the Navy next month 
as a chief petty officer assigned to 
Gene Tunney outfit. He'll report at 





(Continued on page 22) 





MORE WAR NEWS ON 
PAGES 22-23 





training at! 


Norfolk, Va., Aug. 18, where one of. 








Los Angeles, July 28. 
Film houses in California and Ari- 
zona turned in $187,000 for the Army 
and Navy Relief Drive. 
Of this sum, $107,000 was collected 
in Fox-West Coast theatres, 


OEM STAGES ITS 
WAKE IN FILM 
FORM 





Wake for the former Office of 
Emergency Management Film Unit 


was held Monday (27) night in New 
York with an operetta by Mare 
Blitzstein as the requiem. Supplanted 
by the film division of Elmer Davis's 
new Office of War Information, the 
OEM staff staged a gesture of adieu 
for newspapermen and other invited 
guests by screening two of its shorts 
which, it had been decreed, shall 
never hit a theatre screen. 

Pictures were the uncompleted 
‘Night Shift,’ described as an oper- 
etta on film, for which composer 
Blitzstein wrote both libretto and 
music and Garson Kanin directed, 


(Continued on page 55) 


$100,000 SOUVENIR 
BOOK FOR ‘ARMY’ SHOW 


Although the Army nixed a $10,- 
000-per-week radio account ‘veer 
sponsor) for “This Is the Army,’ this 
will be partially made up by a $100,- 
000 souvenir book of the soldier 
show. It will be a limited edition 
of 1,000 copies, at $100 each, with the 
entire score of the Irving Berlin 
musical: illustrated by Dr. Hendrik 
Willem Van Loon; and fortified with 
special stories by Olin Downes, Sgt. 
Ezra Stone, H. Allen Smith, Oscar 
Levant, Deems Taylor, John Kieran, 
Robert L. Ripley, Alexander Weooll- 
As with everything 
the Army Emer- 
will get all the 


cott, and others. 
else in the show, 
gency Relief Fund 
gross. 

George Macy, of the Limited Edi- 
tions Club, and M. Lincoln Schuster 


to Pvt. Bob Lissauer, of Lieut. Wal- 
ter Schumann's staff,- who is -han- 
dling the project. It’s slated for pub- 


lication within two months. 
Meantime, the show is continuing 
to smash grosses, in the $47,000 


way. Next month the extended N. Y. 
run ends, and the show hits the road, 


with Washington first stop for a 
week or two (‘all engagements on 


limited time, to pack as much gross 
into the theatres weekly). The pro- 
posal to transfer it to Madison Sq 
Garden, from the Broadway, has 
been nixed in the interests of pre- 
serving intimacy and a 
vantageous presentation. 


|| American Theatre Wing 


|| Stage Door Canteen Capers 
NEW YORK 


more 











Ben Washer. who goes to Fort Dix 
August 5, phoned Theatre 
headquarters on the day he was in- 
ducted to tell the news. When he 
arrived at e Canteen that night 
there was awaiting him a large box 
filled with sweaters, socks, a scarf, 
a soldier's utility kit and a pair of 
felt slippers, a token of apprecia- 
I tion from the Theatre Wing, sent by 
Jean Carson. Ben was so thrilled 
he couldn't wait til Aug. 5. So he 
tried on all the garments and gave 
the canteen members a preview of 
how he'd look in kaki. 





Incidentally, all the items sent to 
Ben were made at the workroom of 
the American Theatre Wing, 730 
Fifth Ave. Many show people play 
‘double dates daily by working at the 
canteen and plying thimble and 
knitting needles at the workroom 
under the guidance of Jean Carson, 
director of the workroom, 





(Continued on page 52) 


(Simon &) are the civilian assistants | 


Wing | 





| 


Sidney Bernstein Gives US. Press, Film 
Men Gander at Brit Propaganda Pix 


187G to Army-Navy Relief’ 





Sidney L. Bernstein, spark behind 
the British Ministry of Information’, 
film production, trotted out a half. 
dozen of the MOTI’s finest specimens 
Monday (27) for the New York press 
and VU. S. Government film men, 
With Bernstein’s hope vanishing 
that the morale shorts might be seen 
in theatres, he figured a private 
screening might at least give the 
newspapermen an idea of what the 
British Government's film unit hag 
been up to. 

Bernstein, when he came to this 
country two months ago, thought 
some of the excellent product of his 
crews might find a place on some 
major company’s distribution pro- 
gram. He wasn’t interested in coin 
and was willing to give the pictures 
away or listen to any reasonable 
distribution plan. 

There have been no takers. how- 


ever, although a number of top- 
ranking execs have seen the films, 
Bernstein hasn’t given up _ yet, 


though, and left yesterday (Tuesday) 
for Chicago and the Coast to screen 
his shorts for more execs. Universal 
reaction of the toppers so far has 
been to emote over the surprisingly 
fine quality of the films but regret 
that they ‘don’t fit in with our pro- 


(Continued on’ page 54) 


Several Interests 


To Collaborate on D. C. 
Canteen’s Operation 








. Washington, July 28. 
Stage Door Canteen to be opened 
soon at the Belasco (Shuberts), as 
an American Theatre Wing promo- 
tion, will have several Washington 
sponsors. Originally planned for 
operation under Variety Club's Tent 
No. 11, differences have arisen over 
matters of policy and other agencies 
have entered the discussions. 
National Press Club, Navy League, 
Variety Club and others interested in 
servicemen welfare will combine for 
(Continued on page 51) 


Free Kid Mats Produce 
Plenty of Scrap Rubber 


Detroit, July 28. 
If you want to collect rubber just 
offer kids free admissions. Jeff Wil- 
liams, owner of the East Detroit and 
Roseville theatres, offered free ad- 
missions at two matinees to young- 
sters who would bring in ‘a decent 








famount of rubber.’ 


| 


weekly capacity class, at the Broad- | 


showed up 
tally 


There were 1,500 kids 
at the houses and the two-day 


was 10,000 pounds of rubber, an aver- 
jage of close to seven pounds per 
youth. 





ad- | 


| 


| 





who 


L. A. to N. Y. 


Dana Andrews. 
Annabella 

Henry Brash. 
George Brown. 
Charles Butterworth. 
Pau! Douglas. 
Harry Edington. 
Arthur Field. 
Virginia Field. 
Templeton Fox. 
James Gleason. 
Alex. Gottlieb. 
Charles Grapewin. 
Philo Higley. 
George Hurrell. 
Betty Hutton. 
Alexander Korda. 
Gene Krupa. 

Sol Lesser. 

Al Lichtman. 
Louis B. Mayer. 
Ruth Morrow. 
Dudley Nichols. 
Abe Olman. 

Les Peterson. 
Tyrone Power. 
Marjorie Reynolds. 
Hal Roach. 
Mickey Rooney. 
Ernest L. Scanlon. 
Gradwell Sears. 
Howard Stricklin. 
Bob Welch. 
Keenan Wynn. 


+ « £.A. 


Radie Harris. 
Ranald MacDougall. 
Joe Meyer. 

Bill Robson. 

Nate Tufts. 
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WRB CUES MORE FILM CUTS 








John Fried! ‘Alarmed’ Over Epidemic 
Of Upped B.0. Pix; Need More Bally 








Minneapolis, July 28. 
John J. Friedl, president of Min- 
nesota Amus. Co. (Paramount), 
views with alarm the sudden trend 
toward higher admission pictures. 
He warns that unless there is some 
degree of sanity exercised the show 


*pusiness may be headed for hard 


times. 4 

Friedl approves an _ occasional 
higher admission picture like ‘Ser- 
geant York’ or ‘Reap the Wild 
Wind,’ for example. But if a num- 
ber of companies come up with two 
or three such films a season, as now 
threatens, it will be just too bad and 
may result in wrecked boxoffices, in 
his opinion. 

‘A higher admission scaled picture 
is fine once in a very great while, 
but they must be infrequent,’ says 
Friedl. ‘Otherwise, they'll lose their 
b.o. significance and when the ordi- 
narily good pictures are shown at 
regular admission prices the public 
is likely to believe they’re not worth 
while and remain away from the 
theatre. There’s where the grave 
danger lies.’ 

Par here treats every advanced 
admission picture as an individual 
problem as it develops from dis- 
tributor demands, Friedl says. The 
demand will be met or rejected as 
our theatres’ interests dictate, he as- 
serts. 

As far as Twin City independent 
exhibitors are concerned, they've 
virtually gone on_ strike against 
the ‘advanced admission pictures.’ 
They're even laying off the ones that 
have proved smash local draws. 
Some even are passing up ‘Sergeant 
York’ until it becomes available for 
showing at their regular scales. Al- 
though ‘Reap’ broke records down- 
town, most of those with Paramount 
contracts are refusing to date it, 
not only because of the percentage 
involved, but also because advanced 
admission prices are required. 

Loss of outstanding film stars to 
the armed forces will make it neces- 
sary for exhibitors to demonstrate 
greater showmanship than ever be- 
fore, in the opinion of Friedl who 
states it is creating a problem 
which theatre owners only can 
solve by using a high degree of 
ingenuity in selling their attractions, 
he belie 2s. 

[How greater showmanship and 
extra exploitation already is work- 
ing out with gocd results was de- 
tailed last week in resume of non- 
star films in ‘Variety.’—Ed.] 

“We are going to have to forego 
many cast name stars that have 
spelled boxoffice and ‘depend on the 
less prominent older and younger 
players for our pull, and we may as 
well be resigned to the situation and 
make our plans accordingly,’ Friedl 
points out. ‘I anticipate a continua- 
tion of the fine product that has 
been coming up, but, with fewer es- 
tablished name stars, we'll have to 
go out and sell it to a fare-ye-well. 

‘I feel that the exhibitor will find 
it necessary to jump in and analyze 
its selling possibilities carefully. He 
must determine different angles and 
approaches for selling and then go 
after them hammer and tongs.’ 


BALTO SUN EDITORIAL 
BACKS GOLDWYN’S PLEA 


Baltimore, July 28. 

Fewer and better films through 
acceptance of Samuel Goldwyn’s plea 
for a reduction of at least 40% in 
the production schedules of major 
studios would be particularly wel- 
comed in this city, according to edi- 
torial sentiment expressed here 
Wednesday (22) by The Sun. Point- 
ing out that Goldwyn wants not only 
to save vital materials but to kill 
the double feature, the newspaper 
commented: 

‘Baltimore, as one of the few re- 
maining single-feature ‘islands’ on 
the national booking map, has a di- 
rect interest in Mr. Goldwyn’s cru- 
Sade. Pictures produced déliberately 
for the second spot elsewhere be- 
come the mainstay of many a pro- 
gram here. If these were eliminated, 


a steadier diet of ‘A’ pictures might 
be obtained.’ 











Sid Brod With Cagneys 


Hollywood, July 28. 
Cagney Productions, consisting of 
James and William Cagney, signed 
Sid Brod as production manager. 
For 12 years Brod served as pro- 
ducer and director at Paramount and 
for nearly four years was with 
Samuel Goldwyn. 


DISCHARGE BILL FOX 
FROM BANKRUPTCY 


Atlantic City, July 28. 

William Fox, former film magnate 
now serving a year and a day for 
alleged bribery, was discharged from 
bankruptcy yesterday (Mon.) by 
Federal Referee Allen B. Endicott. 
Jr. The case was opened in 1936, 
when Fox filed a petition listing lia- 
bilities of $9,535,000. Total claims 
against him aggregated $55,000,000. 
The way for yesterday’s action was 
paved last September in a compro- 
mise of a ‘recapture of assets’ suit 
against the All-Continent Corp. for 
$895,000. 

The compromise was effected by 
Fox’s wife, Eva, and his two daugh- 
ters, Mona and Belle, owners of the 
corporation, Fox’s family holding 
company. 

In the September compromise the 
Government accepted $295,000 as a 
settlement of more than $5,000,000 in 
back income taxes and penalties, 














Would Discipline Kaufman 


Philadelphia, July 28. 

Three special masters have recom- 
mended to the Federal district court 
that Morgan S. Kaufman, Scranton, 
Pa., attorney, be disciplined for 
‘grossly unprofessional conduct’ in 
his financial transactions with J. 
Warren Davis, former judge of the 
Third Circuit Court of Appeals. The 
master’s report also accused Davis of 
perjuring himself in his own defense. 

Judge Davis testified falsely, ac- 
cording to the report, when he 
denied that he received $12,500 from 
William Fox, bankrupt motion pic- 
ture magnate, in a Central City 
doorway at a time when Fox’s bank- 
ruptcy matters were pending before 
the court, of which Judge Davis 
then was a member. The three mas- 
ters agreed on the desirability of 
discipline for Kaufman, who won 
his freedom when conspiracy 
charges against him and Judge Davis 
in the Fox case were dropped after 
two trials ended in jury disagree- 
ment. 

Kaufman, who was accused during 
the trials of being the go-between in 
the alleged payments by Fox to 
Judge Davis, ‘left an indelible stain 
upon the administration of justice by 
our higher courts,’ the 10l-page re- 
port declared. 





Pic Starts and Stops 
Will Be Standardized 


Hollywood, July 28. 
Standardized system for starting 
and stopping the shooting of picture 
scenes was adopted by the Film Con- 
servation Committee as a means of 
preventing unnecessary waste of cel- 
luloid. Different systems have re- 
sulted in confusion when actors 

move from one studio to another. 


Plan awaits approval by the Ac- 
tors, Writers and Directors Guilds, 
after which it will be adopted by 
all the studios in the industry. 





GILPIN WITH STROMBERG 
Hollywood, July 28. 

Hunt Stromberg has named Jos- 
eph Gilpin production mgr. of his 
United Artists unit here. 

Gilpin had formerly been studio 
manager for Warners and produc- 
tion manager for Columbia 





+ 


‘CONSERVATION 
BY EDICT LOOM 


Directive, Expected This 
Week, May Force Drastic 
Realignment of All Pro- 
duction Schedules—Deci- 
sion to Clamp Down Made 
After Washington Huddle 
Tuesday With Picture Ex- 
ecutives 


—_—_—_—_—_—_— 


FORMULA IN DOUBT 





Washington, July 28. 


Limitations on the amount of raw 
stock and all other material that 
goes into the production of a motion 
picture will be laid down in a War 
Production Board order in the next 
few days, it was forecast today 
(Tues.) following the monthly con- 
fab of the industry’s executive com- 
mittee and the film division of the 
WPB. Directive of WPB is expected 
to outline how much taw film stock 
may be used for picture production 
in 1943 and the first six months of 
1944. Total consumption is to be 
limited to amount used this year or 
slightly less, with likelihood that it 
may be drastically slashed in 1944. 

Even more sweeping are likely to 
be the regulations on sets and all 
material used at the studios. They 
are expected to be so drastic that 
the entire lineup and possibly the 
quality of screen vehicles may be 
heavily contracted by the start of 

(Continued on page 8) 


GOV'T SEIZES 
UFA'S STOCK, 
PATENTS 





Washington, July 28. 

All common stock of UFA Films, 
Inc., American distributing agent for 
German pictures, has been seized by 
the Federal government along with 
a large bunch of radio and tele- 
vision patents. Alien Property Cus- 
todian Crowley Monday (27) an- 
nounced he had nabbed the film 
concern as part of the roundup of 
enemy assets in this country. 

Exact nature _of the patents 
grabbed was not disclosed, nor were 
the owners named. 


Foreign Film Shipment Headache 
Likely Forerunner of Further Woes 





Greenthal’s Gov’t Post? 


Officials in Washington are re- 
ported discussing with United Ar- 


ists’ Monroe Greenthal the details 
of an important berth connected 
with the war effort. 

The UA ad-publicity director, if 
it goes through, would have to ask 
for a leave of abstnce from his com- 
pany. 


MATTY FOX TO LONDON 
ON BRITISH-U. S. CO-OP 


By the time this sees print, Matty 
Fox, former executive aide to Nate 


Blumberg, Universal prexy, and in 
War Production Board service in re- 
cent months, may have been flown 
to London in a bomber plane. Fox 
has been in D. C. service as coordi- 
nator of junk, and his methods of 
salvage have gotten favorable atten- 
tion. 

The London hop is in the interests 
of further British-American war pro- 
duction coordination, 














Lawyer-Actor-Angel 
Back Into Mpls. Law 


Minneapolis, July 28. 


Robert MacDonald, who has been 
producing pictures at Hollywood in 
association with William Dieterle 
and others, has returned and re- 
sumed his practice of law from 
which he was under suspension for 
several years. His law office is also 
the office for the Dieterle Produc- 
tions which he manages from here. 


First of the pictures in which Mac- 
Donald had the heaviest financial in- 
terest was ‘Ali That Money Can Buy,’ 
released through RKO. MacDonald 
played a small role, that of a judge, 
in another of pictures financed by 
him, ‘Martin Edin,’ a Columbia re- 
lease, 








Seidelman to London 


Joe Seidelman, Universal’s foreign 
sales chief and corporation’s vice- 
president, is leaving for London 
shortly on business for the company. 
Likely will shove off some time this 
week, 


Seidelman’s trip will be primarily 
to check on Universal interests in 
Great Britain and to lay plans for 
the future. 








Nothing to Call a Meeting For, So 
UA Owners Decide Not to Have One 





Hollywood, July 28. 

That United Artists owners meet- 
ing, which was slated any time dur- 
ing the past three weeks or so, does 
not look to materialize. There does 
not seem to be any reason for it. 
The member-owners themselves just 
could not make up their minds on 
what they would produce for the 
immediate future, or whether or not 
they want the company to finance 
production and be a producing or- 
ganization. 

Dave Selznick, who is now in New 
York, sort of gave a bit of double- 
talk to the execs who came here to 
get a line on when he would give 
product to the sales department, or 
start on ‘Jane Eyre.’ Sir Alexander 
Korda is rather indefinite about 
when he will produce in Hollywood, 
Charlie Chaplin pledged one picture 
and Mary Pickford is willing to 
make one if the financing comes 





from UA or*the outside, so there is 
no need for a mecting here at 
present. 

Gradwell Sears, therefore, has re- 


turned to New York. Mary Pickford 
went to Corpus Christi, 
visit her husband, Buddy Rogers, for 
a few days. And not wanting to be | 
out of the traveling sphere Korda 
hopped to New York on what he 
terms personal business but should 
be back here tomorrow (Wed.). 

In the meantime Ed Raftery, com- 
pany prexy, is staying around trying 
t» tie up loose ends on product with 
George Bagnall and also to discuss 
the possibility of Jack Benny agree- 
ing to form his own unit to release 
thfough UA. Benny sort of liked 
the deal he had with UA when he 
co-starred with Carole Lombard in 
‘To Be or Not to Be’ as he is in on 
part of the profits as well as flat sal- 
ary fee, and would like to carry on 
his film future as his own producer 
and take a slice from the top instead 
of a flat fee. There are also a cou- 
ple cf other outside producer deals 
on the fire, which Raftery wants to 
|clean up before the end of the cur- 





;rent week when he plans to return | 


to New York. 


ae 


Texas, to F 





Washington, July 28. 
Film men who have been down 
here during the past week fran- 
tically trying to obtain Government 
aid on transportation of their prod- 
uct to Latin America have found 


smati comfort. Only tipoff they can 
get from the boys in the State and 
War Departments is that the current 
delays are only the beginning. There 
are much darker days ahead. 


With the war reaching a critical 
pitch in Russia and China, more and 
more boats are being taken off the 
inter-American runs. And when 
that Second Front really gets started, 
word is, there won’t be a ship in 
sight for transportation of lots more 
important materials than films to 
Latin-America. 


Government’s principal film in- 
terest so far as the hemisphere is 
concerned is in newsreels. They are 
considered an extremely important 
medium for keeping our good neighi- 
bors good. They have wide distribu- 
tion and word coming up from am- 
bassadors and consular reps is that 
the reels are playing a vital part in 
acquainting the Latinos with our 
problems and what we're doing to 
solve them. 


So far, sometimes through Hercu- 
lean efforts, the reels have been go- 
ing down on a fairly regular sched- 
ule. There’s no assurance of that 
continuing, even with Government 
priorities, if the film must go by 
commercial planes. Some talk has 
come up, as a result, of Army 
bombers carrying the newsreels. The 
British have long used RAF planes 
for ierrying their news and Ameri- 
can Army planes recently began 
carrying United Newsreel, the U. S. 
Government’s propaganda release, 
abroad. 


It’s doubtful that the Army would 
consider - carrying regularly any 
other commercial film than news- 
reels, It very well might, however, 
carry features and shorts which were 
certified by the Office of Coordina- 
tor of Inter-American Affairs as 
being particularly valuable at this 
time, because of their contents, for 
keeping the Latin American coun- 
tries on the right side of the fence, 
The Army naturally considers the 
lands south of the border as a U.S 
flank which must be defended and is 
anxious to keep opinion of public 
and armies there in such a state that 
they'll do a lot of their own fighting 
against the Axis. 





Foreign Mgrs. Huddle 

Foreign managers and their assist- 
ants conferred with their respective 
film company shipping department 
heads Monday (27) at the Hays office 
in an effort to map out a program for 
expediting film shipments to the for- 
eign market. They sought sugges- 
tions and other details on foreign 
shipments so that the foreign depart- 
ments in turn might make certain 
recommendations to the U. S. gov- 
ernment officials. 

Typical of difficulty now being en- 
countered on picture shipments is 
the report that it is taking three’to 
|four weeks to get films to certain 
southern Latin-American countries, 
| Such situation naturally has devel- 
}oped criticism among local distrib- 
utors and exhibitors in the Latine 
Americas because they know of air- 
plane service, which is supposed to 
take only three-four days. 

Also, the delays place the Ameri- 
can film business in an unfavorable 
light in such territories when Ger- 
man, Italian and even Japanese are 
able to get their stuff in on time. 

Foreign managers appreciate that 
some drastic action must be taken 
shortly on the shipping question if 
they are to continue to retain present 
business accounts in many markets, 








Banker’s 0.0. 


Hollywood, July 28. 
Charles Spencer, v.p. of the First 
National Bank of Boston, is in town. 
He’s been visiting around the 





studios, many of which have been 
obtaining loans from his institution, 
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20th-Fox’s First Bl 


ock-of-5 Selling 


Enthusiastically Welcomed in NW 








Minneapolis, July 28. 

20th-Fox here declares that first 
selling of groups-of-five under the 
consent decree in Minnesota is re- 
ceiving an enthusiastic welcome 
from independent exhibitors, despite 
the fact that the state anti-consent 
decree law, recently declared invalid, 
was sponsored by the indies’ organ- 
ization, Northwest Allied, and re- 
quires distributors to sell their en- 
tire season’s product subject to 20% 
cancellation. First of the companies 
to begin 1942-43 selling in Minnesota, 
20th-Fox launched the groups-of-five 
selling immediately after the district 
court, which had found the state law 
unconstitutional and issued a perma- 
nent injunction to restrain its en- 
forcement, refused the state’s motion 
to amend its findings or grant a new 
trial. 

Deals have been pouring in, ac- 
cording to Jack Cohen, office man- 
ager and city salesman. Results so 
far, he says, have exceeded fondest 
expectations and ‘there has been no 
resistance to the plan, no complaints 
and no difficulties.’ 

‘One after another exhibitor has 
told our salesmen that they like buy- 
ing that way—in groups of five,’ as- 
serts Cohen. ‘There’s nary a squawk 
and never before have deals been 
closed so quickly. We've never ex- 
perienced anything like it before.’ 

All the 20th-Fox selling so far has 
been outside the Twin Cities, but 
that’s from where the principal sup- 
port for the Minnesota anti-consent 
decree law came. Organization lead- 
ers explain the apparent paradox with 
the assertion that ‘20th-Fox is selling 
and allocating this first group right— 
the lineup is strong, there’s no per- 
centage and the allocation is okeh. 
If such fairness always was assured,’ 
they declare, ‘Minnesota independent 
exhibitors wouldn’t care what plan 
they bought.’ 

Whether Northwest Allied will 
sponsor an appeal to a higher court 
from the district court’s invalidation 
of the Minnesota law is expected to 
be decided at the body’s annual con- 
vention here Sept. 1-2. Fred Strom, 
executive secretary, pointing out 
that five months still remain in 
which such an appeal can be taken, 
declared in a statement to the press 
that the law’s status still is ‘in a con- 
fused state’ because there has been 
no ‘final determination’ of its validity 
and the permanent injunction against 
its enforcement applies only to the 
officials of the two counties in which 
Minneapolis and St. Paul are located. 
If no appeal is taken, he intimated, 
‘a recourse to other more drastic 
measures may be had by Minnesota 
independent exhibitors as a remedy 
for their ills.’ 

Until the time for appealing ex- 
pires and in case an appeal is taken, 
consent decree distributors will be 
privileged to sell under the state law 
if they so desire, in the opinion of 
David Shearer and J. W. Finley, 
their counsel, who pointed out that 
the federal court release from the 
consent decree selling provisions is 
effective until ‘a final determination’ 
of the measure’s validity. 





Republic, Mono Deals 
Los Angeles, July 28. 
Fox-West coast closed e deal with 
James R. Grainger, Republic prexy, 
for the showing of that company’s 
1942-43 output in the circuit’s north- 
ern and southern California districts. 
Grainger is working on similar 
deals with Fox Intermountain. Fox 
Midwest and Fox Wisconsin chains. 
Mono’s Circuit Deals 
Los Angeles, July 28. 
Two theatre chains with a total of 
341 houses were signed by Steve 
Broidy, Monogram sales chief. to ex- 
hibit the company’s 1942-43 pictures. 
Circuits are the Interstate of 
Texas, with 134 theatres, and the 
Butterfield of Michigan, with 107. 


Gliders Finally Get 
Tumble From Pix, Too 


Hollywood, July 28. 

Glider planes, hitherto neglected in 
screen stories, get a break in ‘Con- 
dors of the Sky,’ to be produced by 
Ralph Dietrich for 20th-Fox with an 
official okay from the War Dept. 

Tale dealing with motorless pilots 
was written by Dietrich and is heing 
screenplayed by Charles’ Belden, 
with technical aid from the Army 
Air Corps. 
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Tarz Back Up a Tree 


Hollywood, July 28. 

‘Tarzan Triumphs,’ first of two 
jungle pictures to be produced by 
Sol Lesser for RKO release, goes 
into work Aug. 5 on the RKO-Pathe 
lot in Culver City, where Lesser 
has moved his production and exec- 
utive staff. Second of the series 
will be ‘Tarzan and the Sheik.’ 

Meanwhile Lesser is preparing 
‘Stage Door Canteen’ for late fall 
filming and negotiating for a release 
outlet. 


Saboteur Trial 
Holds Up UMPI 
Plan With Biddle 


Washington, July 28. 


Until the trial of the saboteurs is 
ended Attorney-General Francis 
Biddle will take no action on the 
UMPI sales plan which provides for 
modification of the consent decree 
and which was submitted to the 
Dept. of Justice on July 10, it is 
understood here. 


Meantime, independent exhibitors 
have renewed their offensive against 
the plan with Nathan Yamins of 
Independent Exhibitors of New Eng- 
land applying for a hearing before 
any Official action is taken. The 
UMPI proposal to change selling in 
blocks-of-five agreed upon by the 
consent decree to 13, was said by one 
nationally known columnist (Drew 
Pearson), to have drawn the opposi- 
tion of Thurman Arnold, head of the 
anti-trust section. 

It was announced unofficially at 
the Department of Justice that such 
speculation was inaccurate and not 
founded upon the facts. Biddle has 
been devoting his entire time to the 
military trial of the captured Nazis 
and it was said at his office, time 
for study of the UMPI plan had not 
been available nor had Arnold sub- 
mitted any recommendations. 


Industry leaders and sales man- 
agers have been deluging Washing- 
ton representatives for some definite 
word to guide them on the selling 
Neiettietes scheduled to open Sept. 











Those fighting UMPI sense a signi- 
ficance in the long delay of the 
Attorney-General in reaching a deci- 
sion. They are confident that the 
D. of J. will turn it down although 
nothing has issued officially or 
otherwise to warrant this conclu- 
sion. 

Abram F. Myers, counsel of Allied 
States Assn. called at the Depart- 
ment on Friday (24), to check up on 
these disturbing rumors. He was 
told, like others, that all speculation 
was pure guesswork. 


Lucille Ball’s ‘Du Barry’ 











Hollywood, July 28. 
Lucille Ball, topliner at RKO for 


Starring role in ‘DuBarry 
Lady,’ starting this week. 
Actress has a split contract call- 
ing for three pictures a year on the 
Culver City lot and one at RKO. 


Was a 





And Now It’s Ginger 


Hollywood, July 28. 

Top femme spot in ‘And Now To- 
morrow, Paramount's film adapta- 
tion of the Rachel Field novel, goes 
to Ginger Rogers. 

Production starts in late fall, .fol- 
| lowing completion of the star’s prior 
commitment in ‘Lady in the Dark’ on 
the same lot. 











Tony Mann U Director 


Hollywood, July 28. 
Universal signed Anthony Mann, 
former stage and radio producer, to 
direct the musical picture, ‘Moon- 
light in Havana.’ 
Allan Jones and Jane Frazee sing 
the top roles. 





On New Metro Contract 


several years draws her first Metro | 





Studio Contracts 


Hollywood, July 28. 
Janet Burston,s player option 
picked up by Metro. 
Joe Cotten signed deal with David 
O. Selznick. 


Reginald Gardiner handed pact by 
20th-Fox. 

Adele Mara and Leslie Brooks had 
their minor contracts with Colum- 
bia okayed by Superior Court. 

John Collier, writer, to a one-pic- 
ture Warner Bros. deal. 

Michael Fessier and _ Ernest 
Pagano, writers, had their option 
lifted by 20th-Fox. 

Grace McDonald's player option 
hoisted by Universal. 

Douglas Drake inked actor pact at 
Columbia. 

Broderick Crawford's option lifted 
by Universal. 

Allyn Joslyn drew ticket at 20th- 
Fox. 

Toni Gilman’s player contract, 
formerly held by Arnold Press- 
burger, acquired by United Artists. 








James Gunn, Stanford student, 
signed as a writer by Hunt Strom- 
berg. 


Elisabeth Fraser’s contract with 
Warners transferred to Lester Cowan 
at Columbia. 

Bruce Edwards inked player pact 
at RKO. 

Sidney Greenstreet signed for 
three pictures at Warners. 


William Faulkner signed pact 
with Warners. 
Janis Carter, singer, handed 


player contract by Hunt Stromberg. 


WB’S BLOCK OF 10 SET 
IF UMPI GOES THROUGH 


At first of six regional sales meet- 
ings held by Warner Bros., in Boston 
last Thursday and Friday. (23-24), 
Ben Kailmenson, general sales man- 
ager, discussed 10 of the company’s 
early 1942-43 releases which will 
probably be embraced in the initial 
new year’s block if the United Mo- 
tion Picture Industry selling plan is 
adopted. Plan would permit groups 
up to maximum of 13. 


Films that will be in readiness for 
the early part of the 1942-43 season 
are ‘Desperate Journey,’ George 
Washington Slept Here,’ ‘Now, Voy- 
ager, ‘The Hard Way,’ ‘Across the 
Pacific, “You Can’t Escape Forever,’ 
‘Flying Fortress,’ ‘Secret Enemies,’ 
‘The Busses Roar’ and ‘Hidden Hand.’ 

At the Boston sessions Kalmenson 
outlined the policy on ‘Dandy’ which 
will be tested at $1.10 top in 10 dif- 
ferent spots prior to general sale. 
It will be marketed singly, Kalmen- 
son added. Mort Blumenstock, War- 
ner ad-publicity chief, detailed the 
merchandising campaign for the test 
runs, 

Joe Bernhard, v.p. and general 
manager for WB, who looked upon 
sales possibilities as very favorable, 
pointed to the tendency toward 
maximum playing time for films and 
urged the field force to do its ut- 
most in furthering this policy not 
only as a matter of good business 
but as a patriotic duty in the con- 
servation of product. 


Nix ‘Conventional Conventions’ 


Bernhard on Friday (24) said that 
‘conventional conventions are a 
thing of the past for Warner Bros.’ 
and added that ‘this is no time for 
platform speeches but rather calls 
for meetings in small groups, with 
\swift and sure thinking, and swift 
and sure action.’ Reported some 
| time ago that Bernhard was opposed 
jto national sales meetings though 
some others .in Warners wanted one 
this year. 

WB’s v.p. and general manager 
also discussed changing standards of 
distribution and exhibition due to 
population shifts and other trends as 
result of war conditions. 

Norman H. Moray closed the Fri- 








day session outlining the shorts 
product and selling plans, while 
others who spoke _ included Roy 


Haines, eastern-Canadian sales head, 
and Arthur Sachson, h.o. sales exec. 

Second of the sales regionals, also 
conducted by Kalmenson, was held 
in Pittsburgh Monday (27) and yes- 
terday (Tuesday). 





No Time Like Now 


Hollywood, July 28. 

‘Navy Bride,’ written two years 
ago by Mildred Cram and sold to 
Republic, is being dusted off for 
early production because of its time- 
liness. 

Ruth Terry, currently working in 
an untitled John H. Auer production 
on the same lot, is slated for the title 


In Between Being Busy, Lefty Harks 
Back to the Good Old Show Biz Days 


By Joe Laurie, Jr. 
Coolacres, Cal., July 28. 


Dear Joe: 

Outside of me and Aggie giving blood to the Red Cross, buying and 
selling bonds, acting as m.c. at the soldiers camp out here, collecting rypb. 
ber, metal and rags and paper, acting as air warden, making drives for 
USO, Red Cross, Army and Navy Relief, Aggie knitting sweaters and 
working for the Red Cross, and a few other odds and ends like Russian 
Relief, China, British and Greek Relief, we have very little to do. Last 
week I put up a sign sayin’: ‘Men in uniform admitted free,’ and the wise 
natives came in letter carriers uniforms, messenger boys, street cleaners 
policemen. All demanded free admission, claimin’: I just sed uniforms 
not what kind. The sign is down. : 


Me and Aggie was lookin’ through a book I used to make notes in and 
ran across some interestin’ stuff. Like when the first world war broke 
out. Remember the flu epidemic? Lots of great guys in show business 
went ‘upstairs’ those days...A Paul Keith died that year from flu. Plenty 
actors laying off in towns couldn't move and were taken care of by nice 
guys that liked show-folks. Well, show folks always took care of every- 
body else when called on, just like they do today. 

In 1917 there were a lot of ‘nut’ acts and the east took to the jazz 
craze that originated on the Coast. Teams were broken up on account 
of the war and there was plenty single acts. Lots of freak dancers. In 
1918 Max Hart lost his suit against the U. B. O. for five million bucks. 
The judge that sat on that case was just sent up the river a few years 
ago—Judge Manton. 

They now talk about vaudeville coming back and there’s about 30 thea- 
tres playing it...in a half-hearted way. In 1919 there were 1,000 theatres 
playing vaude and half of those were big-time. Why, Keith alone booked 
400 small-time theatres that year. 


State-Lake Opening 


In 1919 the State Lake theatre in Chicago opened and did $20,000 gross, 
which isn’t bad even for today...that theatre kept it up for years and 
was the biggest grosser in the country, then of course everybody started 
building big vaudeville theatres, all copy-cats—and the funny part of it 
is, everybody did okay for a long time. 

In that year Wilkie Bard opened at the Palace and Hopped, but came 
back the latter part of the week and did swell. He ha e wrong routine 
at the opening; a great artist that guy. Dramatic acts were almost all 
gone. Lots of war sketches, but they didn’t do so hot. The comedy 
sketches were still around and did okay. Shimmy and jazz were doing 
big. 
And then came prohibition...Oh, brother, if I was writin’ a book what 
I could tell about prohibition and what it did to actors and show business 
...it made a bottle guy outta many a glass guy. 

They talk about big salaries today. In 1921 Eva Tanguay was the first 
to double with a cabaret job. She played in vaudeville and ‘The Folies 
Bergere’ at $2,500 in each spot. 

In 1921 96 two-a-dayers and 156 split weeks of three a-dayers. And do 
you remember when the Keith office blacklisted radio acts? If you were 
on radio you couldn't play in Keith vaudeville...yeah, that was in 1925, 
Mae Murray turned down $5,000 a week from vaude because she was get- 
ting $7,500 in pictures. And in 1926 I saw Cagney and Vernon on the 
American Roof in an act called ‘Broadway Romeo’...the same swell little 
actor (Cagney) who is knockin’ ’em dead in ‘Yankee Doodle Dandy’... 

Country Store at the Palace 

I'll bet you don’t remember when the Palace Theatre ran country store 
nights, with the lucky stub winning a ham, a basket of groceries, etc.... 
that was during the all English Bill. And Eddie Cantor got $1,500 for 
15 minutes on the radio...he’s been doing okay since then, too. They 
talk about big benefits and raising lot of coin.. Do you remember when 
Charlie Chaplin appeared at the Hippodrome leading Sousa’s band? He 
worked on percentage and gave his share to the Actors Fund and the 
British Artists Association. 

In 1917 the White Rats were sticking -around waiting to be taken off 
the blacklist. And did you know that Savoy and Brennan were the first 
male team to be held over at the Palace, and that Belle Baker was the 
first single woman to close the show there; and that Bert Fitzgibbons 
was the first male single to close the show there? Talkin’ about ‘Yan- 
kee Doodle Dandy,’ which is the life of George M. Cohan, reminds me that 
in 1916 he made his first appearance in pictures. He did ‘Broadway Jones 
for Artcraft Pictures. That was the year Dave Montgomery (Mont- 
gomery and Stone) died and so did Ben Teal, the great producer, — 

In 1914 Marcus Loew had the big headliners do two-a-day while the 
other acts did three a day...the same system as Keith had 25 years be- 
fore him. Bill (Bojangles) Robinson did a single at Henderson's. He 
sang a song Called ‘Vivi’s Eyes’...remember that? Jack Lait was Marry 
Lauders manager; now Jack is one of the top editors in the country. 

Do you remember in 1915 when the theatres out west would hav@ Ford 
contests in theatres? They took a machine apart and assembled ft to- 
gether again... a six-man team did it in fourteen minutes on the bill 
with me in Portland, Or., and they called it entertainment. In 1915 
Georgie Jessel did an act with Edwards, Jessel and Edwards, and Georgie 
did a female impersonation for a finish...now look at the guy. Do you 
remember Sherman & Johnson, who sang ‘Sweet Adair’? Well they call 
themselves Olsen & Johnson now and they don’t sing, just shoot off guns 
and collect plenty of moolah. In that year Hammersteins stopped as big- 
time, and Willie put on a minstrel show with Frank Fogarty as the inter- 
locutor. ' 

There’s plenty more stuff in my note book, but I gotta go out and coun 
up the receipts...it won't take long, any kid that can count up to ten 
can do it. Best to the gang, sez. 

Your Pal, 
Lefty. 

P. S—Lookin’ over my book I see in 1917 Jack Norworth came back 
on the S.S. St. Louis—there was talk about a reconciliation with Nora 
Bayes. Now Jack is in Hollywood for Warner Bros, as technical director 
for the Nora Bayes picture. If they will listen to Jack they can get plenty 
of real heart-interest stuff that should make it a great film. His own 
life wouldn’t make a bad picture, either. I'd play it. 


U Warms Up Prod. Line | H’ WOOD WRITERS TIE IN 
For Seven Aug. Starters) WITH NAT’L CONGRESS 

















Hollywood, July 28. 
Universal is running a high budget 
temperature along with the weather 
in August, with seven costly pictures 
in work at the same time. Most am- 
bitious is the Charles Boyer-Julien 
Duvivier production, ‘Flesh and Fan- 
tasy,’ to be filmed in four episodes 


with all-star casts for each. 

Others on the heavy bankroll side 
are ‘Shadow of a Doubt,’ ‘Nightmare,’ 
‘Corvettes in Action,’ ‘Pittsburgh,’ 








role. 


SS 


‘Arabian Nights’ and “Forever Yours.’ 





Hollywood, July 28. 


Hollywood Writers Mobilization 
voted to send delegates to New York 
to discuss plans with the Committee 
on a National Congress of Writers to 
cover all phases of writer coopera- 
tion in the war effort. ; 

Local group appointed a committee 
consisting of John Howard Lawson, 
Hector Chevigny, George Oppen- 
heimer, Allan Rivkin, Tom Alfred, 
Mare Connolly, Sam Moore, Bill Rob- 
erts, Cameron Shipp and Edward 
Chodorov to form an alliance with 
the New York writers. 
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A. J. Balaban and Jack Partington 
Sion as New Operators of Roxy, N.Y. 








f 
A. J. Balaban has signed his con- 


tract with 20th Century-Fox as the 
new operator of the Roxy, on 
Broadway, and it was ratified early 
this week, whereby he takes over 
officially as of Aug. 27. This is when 
the Fanchon & Marco 10-year oper- 
ating contract technically expires, 
although F&M may continue to book 
and collaborate generally for some 
months more. A new proviso to the 
deal is Jack Partington’s inclusion 
in the new operation management 
as co-executive with Balaban. Thus, 
this deal “reunites Balaban and Part- 
ington who were last active together 
in Paramount theatres 10 years ago. 

New idea now is to put the Roxy 
on the map as a cinema of distinc- 
tion that will literally be primed to 
rival Radio City Music Hall. It will 
call (1) for a $150,000 facelift job 
{new chairs, drapes, redecoration]; 
(2) a stage show budget of $10,000 
more each week, on top of the $4,000 
which F&M has been currently ex- 
pending and (3), a promise of choicer 
20th-Fox film product which will 
truly make the Roxy a worthy show- 
case for the studio. 

The enlistment of Balaban, founder 
of Balaban & Katz (Paramount), to 
run the Roxy, thus taking him out 
of semi-retirement, is born prin- 
cipally of a studio desire to make 
the theatre an ace standard-bearer 
for 20th Century-Fox films, ‘of which 
we will all be proud,’ according to 
prexy Spyros Skouras and produc- 
tion boss Darryl Zanuck. Parting- 
ton, as v.p. of Fanchon & Marco, 
heretofore ran the house, 

Balaban’s five-year contract (two 
years, with options) at $1,000 a week, 
is the least of it. What he insisted 
upon right along was the official 
approval of a memorandum con- 
cerning his ideas, among which is 
the $150,000 facelift. He has already 
convinced the 20th-Fox officials 
that, at the studio, they throw away 


that money in a few scenes, whereas } 


the expenditure in a theatre insures 
the showcase of ultra environment; 
especially since the theatre has un- 
dergone no expenditures in its 13 
years existence. 

Visualizes Long Runs 

Furthermore, while F&M admit- 
tedly has gotten plenty out of its 
less-than-$4,000 stageshow budget 
(against a $750 fee, plus a percent- 
age), Balaban feels that the new 
evolution in the picture business is 
that ‘there’s no ceiling any more on 
the length of run of a film. The an- 
swer is ‘Mrs. Miniver’ which may 
even run 12 weeks, . Imagine—that’s 
a quarter of a year. Why not a run 
in a mass capacity house of many 
months, like a play?’ 

Thus, if 20th-Fox doesn’t sell 
away its choicer product to the Mu- 
sic Hall, as has happened, or to the 
Rivoli, and only goes in for an oc- 
casional roadshow engagement at 
the Astor, N. Y., Balaban feels that 
the prestige of the theatre can cre- 
ate a momentum which will carry 
the lesser product along to sturdier 
grosses, just on the tempo of the 
theatre’s revivified standards. 

With Partington joining Balaban 
as co-exec, Gae Foster, line stager, 
probably remains; also Irving Lesser, 
the present managing director, who 
will head the theatre staff. 

Idea of the $14,000 or so stage 
budget is to permit: big acts and 
name bands, the very ones that are 
Signed for 20th-Fox films, also play- 
ing the company’s ace showcase, in- 
Stead of taking their Fox-created 
buildup and publicity to play for 
some competitive theatre on Broad- 
way. 

There will be a string band in the 
lobby; an 18-20 pierce band in 
the pit, in addition to the names. 
Paul Ash may be ‘glamorized’ anew, 
or he may become one of the music 
executives on the operation staff. 


These are among other details to be 
worked out. 





KAY BROWN’S NEW POST 

Katherine (Kay) Brown, ex-David 
O. Selznick story editor and eastern 
on planes to the Coast on Friday 


She will announce new affiliatioh 
from the Coast 


Would Affect Hall 





It Loew's Capitol, on Broad- 
way, follows the new Roxy, (A, 
J. Balaban) operation, with 
name bands, the desire to make 
the respective Metro and 20th- 
Fox theatres worthy showcases 
of their product, must spell an 
inevitable disruption of the 
Broadway product _ situation, 
Special focus would fall on Ra- 
dio City Music Halli which has 
had, through the years, and still 
has, a preferential choice of the 
cream of the production crop 
from all studios. 

Excepting for roadshow en- 
gagements, occasionally, at the 
Astor, N. Y., should both Metro 
and 20th retain their choicer 
films for their own showcases, 
its inroads on the Hall are 
obvious. 


‘MARGIN FOR ERROR’ TO 
BE FILMED BY 20-FOX 


Hollywood, July 28. 
‘Margin for Error,’ Clare Boothe’s 
old legit play, bought by 20th-Fox 
in 1940 and shelved because of inter- 
national changes, is being dusted off 
for production by Ralph Dietrich. 
Play, dealing with the Nazi situa- 
tion before America entered the 
war, is getting a rewrite job with a 
new angle on the original story, 











Sponsors of Nazi Films 
Quizzed by Philly FBI 


Philadelphia, July 28. 

Karl P. Berger and Rev. Erich 
Saul, who sponsored the showing of 
Nazi propaganda films at Moose Hall 
before the war, were questioned by 
FBI agents last week following a 
raid on the German Seamen’s Home 
here in which a large quantity of 
contraband was seized. 

Both Erich and Saul were officials 
of the home which is said by author- 
ities to have been a hangout for 
Nazi sympathizers. Neither were in 
the building when it was raided, but 
both were active in the operation of 
the home, FBI agents asserted. 
Found at the home were swastika 
flags, short wave radios, Nazi propa- 
ganda literature and several pic- 
tures of Hitler, one of them auto- 
graphed. 

At one of the showings at Moose 
Hall in April, 1941, nearly 2,000 per- 
sons cheered wildiy pictures of Hit- 
ler in Nazi newsreels. 


Two Pix Make a Co. 











Hollywood, July 28. 

George Merrick and Albert Her- 
man filed papers for the organiza- 
tion of M & H Productions, Inc., to 
make a picture titled ‘Miss M From 
Moscow.’ to be distributed by Pro- 
ducers Releasing Corp. 

Merrick is producer and Herman 
director. Recently the pair made 
‘A Yank in Libya’ for PRC. 


—————— -— 


Three on Law’s Side 


Hollywood, July 28. 

Buck Jones, Tim McCoy and Ray- 
mond Hatton gang up as a trio to 
foil miscreants in ‘West of the Law,’ 
eighth of the Rough Rider series at 
Monogram. : 

Howard Bretherton draws the di- 
rector job, with Scott R. Dunlap pro- 
ducing. 





Lesser Sets ‘Canteen’ 
Hollywood, July 28. 
Producer Sol Lesser leaves Fri- 
day (31) for New York to confer of 
player lineup for his film on the 
‘Stage Door Canteen.’ 
Picture goes into production after 





42-43 SE 


LLING 








DELAY ON UME! 
CAUSING PANIC 


In a Spot, 20th-Fox Is Selling 
Block-of-5 New Season’s 
Pictures Under Decree 
System—RKO May Do 
Same—Distribs Likely to 
Press for D. of J. Action 








EXHIBS ALSO WORRIED 





With this season’s film supply be- 
ginning to run out, and sales policy 
for the five majors under the consent 
decree more uncertain than ever be- 
fore in history, due to delay on the 
United Motion Picture Industry plan, 
both distributors and exhibitors are 
getting very panicky. 

In addition to no word at all from 
the Department of Justice as to its 
attitude with respect to the UMPI 
plan, Judge Henry W. Goddard, of 
the N. Y, Federal court, before whom 
it would have to be presented, plans 
going on vacation next week. Be- 
cause of the seriousness of the situa- 
tion, he might be induced to defer 
the vacation or interrupt it in order 
to hold a hearing on the UMPI plan. 
When that might be, however, is a 
question, but not improbable that 
UMPI leadérs may prevail upon the 
D. of J. to give an answer, due to the 
upset state of affairs affecting dis- 
tribs and exhibs. 

Unable to wait any longer, one 
distributor is already starting to sel! 
1942-43 product. This is 20th-Fox, 
which starts its seasons each year on 
Aug. 1. . 

Having no other alternative, 20th 
is selling a block of five pictures in 
accordance with the consent decree, 
which the UMPI would modify. The 
lead 1942-43 picture from 20th, for 
release the first week in August, is 
‘Footlight Serenade.’ 

RKO also desired to start its sea- 
son Aug. 1, but will be delayed, 


(Continued on page 18) 





45 Features, Fewer Shorts on RKO’s 
‘42-43 Lineup; Harmony at Sales Meet 





A ‘Pass’? 


On all passes to Brandt thea- 
tres, the holder must buy a 10c 
- War savings stamp and also pay 
a service charge, plus the cus- 
tomary tax. 

In other words, where the 
admission is 22c., including tax, 
it’s necessary to shell out 17c., 
bringing the total close to the 
actual boxoffice ‘price. 


= a 
Sotineshietaeremndetitiienensieentnimmeieenatll 


BILL SUSSMAN MAY. H.Q. 
IN CLEVE. FOR 20TH 


William Sussman may assume 
command of 20th-Fox sales over a 
group of e--changes with headquar- 
ters at Cleveland, it is reported. 
Formerly eastern division manager, 
he presently is a homeoffice exec- 
utive handling general distribution 
matters. 

A. W. Smith, Jr. took over his 
former eastern divisional post, while 
Bill Gehring’s midwest division was 
increased to include all of the far 
west, in the realignment made by 
Tom Connors, 

















Now for the Romantics 


Hollywood, July 28. 
Republic resumed shooting on ‘Ice- 
Capades Revue’ with Ellen Drew and 
Richard Denning borrowed from 
Paramount for the romantic leads. 
Skating numbers were completed 
several weeks ago. 








Baxter Active Again 


Hollywood, July 28. 

Columbia has coaxed Warner Bax- 
ter out of retirement to play the 
lead in ‘Crime Doctor,’ current radio 
chiller. Deal calls for others to fol- 
low. 

Graham Baker will do the script- 
ing. 





Bill Rodgers Remains at Metro 
At a Substantial Salary Increase 





Understood that when William F. 
Rodgers sought to resign as general 
sales manager for Metro, he had no 
deals on anywhere, including at 
RKO, and that any talk in that di- 
rection was simply speculation. Some 
erroneous handicappers assumed that 
Rodgers would land at RKO as pres- 
ident of the parent company. 

Within less than 48 hours after 
news broke that Rodgers was re- 
signing, he had been given a new 
contract at a reported substantial in- 
crease in salary. While his old con- 


|tract had a year and three months 
yet to go, the new five-year termer 


| 


; ceive 


starts from now, thus supplanting the 
old agreement. 

Under it, reported he will re- 
jump from present $2,300 
weekly to $3,000 for first two years, 


| $3,500 for next two years and $4,000 


final year. Understood also that deal 


| provides that David Bernstein and 


Al Lichtman are not to interfere 
with sales policy. Rodgers to be re- 
sponsible only to Nick Schenck. 
Latter is said to have asked Licht- 
man to succeed Rodgers but that 
Lichtman wanted to remain on 
Coast. 

Though there is no information as 
to specifically why Rodgers wanted 
to resign at Metro, the desire for a 
new contract at an increase may 
have been the underlying reason. 

Recently, however, there were dif- 
ferences of opinion between Rodgers 


and Schenck, from accounts, with 
respect to the sales policy on 
‘Mrs. Miniver. Rodgers is_ said 


to have insisted on the picture being 
sold at regular admissions, while 





finish of his current ‘Tarzan’ feature. | scales, 


Schenck and others in Metro thought 


|it should play at increased boxoffice 


Schenck uitimately yieldea 





to Rodgers, and himself sent out the 
official announcement that ‘Miniver’ 
would be available at regular prices. 

However, reported that some thea- 
tres are themselves jacking up the 
b.o. scales on ‘Miniver,’ same as has 
been done in many instances by the- 
atres voluntarily when they thought 
they could get more out of a picture. 
This includes some houses in down- 
town New York, which often juggle 
their scales. ‘Miniver’ is reported to 
be playing Pittsburgh at increased 
admissions now, and that same was 
done with it in Cincinnati. 

Official statement sent out by 
Schenck following negotiation of the 

(Continued on page 34) 





NEW $3,000,000. 


LOAN FOR RKO 


Loan of $3,000,000 is expected to 
be finalized before the end of this 
week by RKO, with bulk of financ- 
ing coming from First National of 
Boston, Remainder may come from 
Manufacturers Trust Co. of N. Y. 
N. Peter Rathvon, president of RKO, 
told ‘Variety’ that the deal for fresh 
coin was nearing consummation, only 
the matter of rounding out terms 
now standing in the way of setting 
the new financing. He expected the 
deal to be closed by the last of this 
week. 

Money is needed by RKO for addi- 
tional productions slated to go into 








work soon, 





RKO's lineup for 1942-43 will cone 
sist of 45 features, including west- 
erns, and 185 shorts, according to the 
announcement made by Ned E. De- 
pinet, president, at the second day's 
session yesterday (Tuesday) of the 
company’s 1lth annual sales meet- 


ing at the Waldorf-Astoria hotel, 
N. Y., which started a three-day 
conclave on Monday (27). Number 
of features is virtually the same as 
in the present season, but the shorts 
lineup is five less than 1941-42. 

The more than 300 salesmen, dis- 
trict managers, theatre men and 
homeoffice officials, attending the 
opening day session Monday (27) 
heard both Ned Depinet, now presi- 
dent of RKO-Radio Pictures, and N. 
Peter Rathvon, recently elected 
president of RKO parent corpora- 
tion and chairman of the film com- 
pany board. Depinet is a veteran of 
many RKO conventions but previ- 
ously it has been as v.p. or some 
other official capacity, not as chief 
executive of the picture producing 
and distributing corporation. 

Rathvon’s initial appearance be- 
fore the salesmen in the new capa- 
city was marked by a resume of the 
new company setup in which he em- 
phasized that the new management 
differed little because so many of the 
strong figures has been retained. 

Touching on the production align- 
ment, he said: ‘Charles Koerner has 
made a great start at the studio, 
and I think we will have some real 
strong production under a good 
tough showman.’ He pointed to Ed- 
die Alperson, who became general 
manager rather recently, as being 
‘with us last year, and in the past 
12 months has proved that he de- 
served his promotion.’ 

Regarding Pathe, Rathvon said, 
‘Fred Ullman has been running RKO 
Pathe for years, and his election to 
the presidency (of Pathe) is a be- 
lated recognition of his ability.’ 

Commenting on production plans, 
N. Peter Rathvon said that the 
company will . stick” to the trail 
blazed by such pictures as ‘Pride of 
the Yankees,’ ‘Ball of Fire,’ ‘Dumbo,’ 
‘Fantasia,’ ‘Suspicion’ and ‘Magnifi- 
cent Ambersons.’ 

U. S. participation in the current 
war will be reflected by such films 
as ‘Navy Comes Through,’ ‘Army 
Surgeon’ and ‘Bombardier.’ 

Samuel Goldwyn is slated for two 
pictures, ‘Pride of the Yankees’ and 
‘They Got Me Covered,’ starring 
Bob Hope and Dorothy Lamour. 
Walt Disney’s first feature on the 
new lineup will be ‘Bambi.’ 

Pearl Buck’s ‘China Sky’ will 
bring Claudette Colbert to RKO for 
a one-time shot. Among the suc- 
cessful series to be continued will 
be ‘Falcon,’ ‘Scattergood Baines,’ 
‘Mexican Spitfire’ and ‘Lum ’n’ 
Abner.’ 

New product announcement in- 
cludes Fred Astaire’s ‘Look Uut Be- 
low’ and two productions in which 
Ginger Rogers will star. One of 
these is ‘Once Upon a Honeymoon,’ 
in which Cary Grant will be co- 
starred. Grant also is to star in 
‘Bundles for Freedom.’ 

First day’s meeting also revealed 
that the ‘March of Time,’ which has 
been distributed by RKO ever since 
the first edition appeared, no longer 
will be handled by the company. In 
its place, ‘This is America,’ also a 
two-reeler issued every four weeks 
much the same as M. of T. will be 
on the shorts lineup for 1942-43. 
Understood that Pathe News will 
produce under the direction of Fred- 
eric Ullman, Jr. 

Mochrie Confirmed 

As previously reported, Robert 
Mochrie was officially confirmed 
general sales manager of RKO by 
Ned E. Depinet. Mochrie steps up 
from the eastern divisional sales 
chair, where he is succeeded by Nat 
Levy, who has been eastern district 
manager with headquarters at Phila- 
delphia. Walter E. Branson is west- 
ern sales manager, spot to which he 
was appointed last year when Cres- 
son E. Smith resigned. 

Robert Folliard, RKO branch man- 
ager at Washington since 1932, shifts 





(Continued on page 54) 
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8 FILM REVIEWS 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, July 29, 1942 





TALK OF THE TOWN 


Columbia release of George Stevens pro- 
duction, directed by Stevens. Stars Cary 
Grant, Jean Arthur, Ronald Colman; fea- 
tures Edgar Buchanan, Glenda Farrell. 
Sereenplay by Irwin Shaw, Sidney Buch- 
man; adaptation by Dale Van Every and 
based on story by Sidney Harmon; camera, 
Ted Tetzlaff: editor, Otto Meyer; montage, 
Donald Steariing. Previewed at Lowe's 83d 
St.. N. Y., July 22, °42. Running time, 
118 MINS. 

Leopold Dilg.......2...0-+++0++-Cary Grant 
Nora Shelley.......--ce+++- .. Jean Arthur 
Michael Lightcap..........-Ronald Coiman 
Som YVates......-.seccee-- Edgar Buchanan 


. pene 4 
Regina Bush......-«eese++- Glenda Farre 

Andrew Holmes.....«+ee-+++ € harles Dingle 
Mrs. Shelley......ccseeceses++> Emma Dunn 
PM eS 5 acc sewtehedgasess ooeeee Ingram 
Jan Pulaski......2+--eeee-- Leonid Kinskey 
@Mlyde Bracken. ....-+seeeee++++> -Tom Tyler 
Chief of Police......-+«eeee-++- Don Beddoe 


Judge Grunstadt.......+e0++- George Watts 


= ‘lyde Fillmore 
Senator James Boyd...... = Clyde Fi 
District Attorney........Frank M. Thomas 





"Talk of the Town’ looks like box- 
office sugar. Another in the string of 
semi-serious, whacky comedies pat- 
terned after ‘Mr. Deeds Goes to 
Town’ and ‘Mr. Smith Goes to Wash- 
ington,’ the combined lure of Cary 
Grant, Jean Arthur and Ronald Col- 
man will speak loudly a* the wickets. 

Story ‘at times tries too hard to 
follow the general formula of prede- 
cessors. Yet even in its more flighty, 
absurd eposides, the sense of comedy 
always is retained by director 
George Stevens. Transition from 
serious or melodramatic to the slap- 
happy and humorous sometimes IS a 
bit awkward, but in the main it 1s 


solid escapist comedy. Somewhat 
overboard in length, intell igent 
pruning of the series of anti- 


climaxes would help. 

Case of Cary Grant, the outspoken 
factory town, soapbox ‘anti’ worker, 
being tried for arson and the death 
of factory foreman in the blaze, 
serves as a vehicle to introduce a 
pert schoolteacher (Jean Arthur) 
and a law schooi dean (Coleman) in 
a procession of comedy dissertations 
on law, in theory and practice. Piot 
has Grant escaping before his trial 
is completed and seeking refuge in 
the schoolmarm’s home. : 

This setup is complicated by the 
arrival, a day ahead time, of Mike 
Lightcap, law school dean (Colman), 
since he has rented the girl’s home 
for a quiet summer of writing. Miss 
Arthur hides the escaped Grant, 

assing him off as the gardener. 

hile so masquerading, Grant takes 
the law expert over the verbal hur- 
dles by expounding the more prac- 
tical concepts of law. Both Grant 
and his own lawyer, with the ac- 
quiescence of the teacher, attempt to 


| Miniature Reviews 


‘Talk of the Town’ (Col). Cary 
Grant, Ronald Colman, Jean Ar- 
thur make wacky comedy, a 
solid b.o. bet. 

‘Priorities on Parade’ ‘Par). 
Mediocre musical about a work- 
ers’ show in a plane factory. 

‘Down Rio Grande Way’ (Col). 
Very actionful western in the 
Charles Starrett series. 

‘Parachute Nurse’ (Col). Minor 
‘B’ meller about nurses who par- 
a chute down to aid wounded 
men; dualers only. 

‘Romance on the Range’ (Rep) 
Okay western which includes a 
fur-stealing background. 


aoa ca se 


twice, and Johnnie Johnston is an 
industrious juvenile. Of the songs, 
‘Conchita, Louez’ and ‘I'd T.ove to 
Know You Better’ are okay. No need 
dwelling further on the srr . 
obe. 











Down Rio Grande Way 


Columbia release of Jeck Fier production. 
Stars Charles Starrett; features Russell 
Hayden. Britt Wood, Rose Anne Stevens, 
Norman Willis and Davison Clark. Directed 
by William Berke; story and adaptation, 
Paul Franklin; film editor, Mel Thorsen; 
camera, George Meehan. At New York, 
N. Y.{ dual, week of Aug. 21, ‘42. Running 


time, 57 MINS, 

Mears BESTRIM, «. ccccecssccss Charles Starrett 
‘Lucky’ Haines...........:: Russell Hay-len 
Se BRROERy  ccdbacnedsias ced sas Britt Wood 
Mary AMNMN......sscccoees Rose Anne Stevens 
ON REE Oe Mm 
Colonel Baldridge........... Davison Clark 
DE cn wcn dbs ease banesoes a, cee 
KOGEROF <0 occ ccccece eoeccesece Budd Buster 
Judge Henderson........+-+ Joseph Eggenton 
Gams TORSO. .. vccscececceses Paul Newlan 
Boe Temlmes. oc. cccccccccscess Betty Roadman 





Audiences can usually depend upon 
getting a considerable amount of ac- 
tion in Charles Starrett westerns, but 
‘Down Rio Grande Way’ probably 
tops any he has made in that connec- 
tion. Picture rates away over the 
average. 

There are exactly six different fist 
fights in this one, all of them excit- 
ing. Starrett, powerful of build, fig- 
ures in most of them, while Russell 
Hayden, who also can do some fancy 
punching, is involved in others. In 


addition, action includes a lot of 
shooting, hard riding, etc. 

Story involves no love interest, 
with Rose Anne Stevens, as the 


daughter of a newspaper publisher, 





thaw out the professor after they 
learn he is about to be nominated to | 


the U. S. Supreme Court. 

Story doesn’t give Grant quite} 
enough to do, with plenty of meaty 
lines and situations handed Colman, 
who manages the transition from the 
stuffy professor to a human being 
with the least amount of implausibil- 
ity. Miss Arthur adds another clear- 
cut comedy characterization as the 
schoolteacher. Support, while not 
heavy on names. is well chosen, in- 
cluding-solid performances by Edgar 
Buchanan, Glenda Farrell and Rex 


appearing in only a couple shots. 
Plot concerns the early turbulent 
history of Texas, when it was about 
to be admitted into the union and 
certain factions were seeking to 
block that move. 


Starrett plays a Texas ranger who 
is sent into one of the more trou- 
blous counties, with a view to estab- 
lishing peaceful relations among the 
citizens so that a congressional com- 
mittee coming to investigate condi- 
tions would not get the wrong im- 
pression of Texans. 

He discovers that a local tax col- 





Ingram. 

Stevens’ direction is topflight for 
the most part, exceptions being his 
tendency to go hokey at times. Ted 
Tetzlaff’s photggraphy is A-1 all the 
way; Donald Starling’s montage only 
50-SO. Wear. 


Priorities on Parade 


(MUSICAL) 

Paramount release of Sol C. Siegel pro- 
duction. Features: Ann Miller, Betty 
Rhodes, Jerry Colonna, Johnnie Johnston, 
Vera Vague. Directed by Albert S. Rogell. 
Original screenplay, Art Arthur and Frank 
Loesser; music and lyrics, Jule Styne, Herb 
Magidson, Frank Loesser; musical director, 
Victor Young; - editor, Arthur Schmidt; 
camera, Daniel Fapp. At Paramount, N. Y., 
July 22, ‘42. Running time, 79 MINS, 

-.Ann Miller 


oa 2 a ae 
Johnny Draper . 

Jeep Jackson -+-++-.. Jerry Colonna 
Lee Davis.... in oo eae eee Betty Rhodes 
Mariposa Ginsbotham,......... Vera Vague 
Harvey Erkimer.............. Harry Barris 


..Johnnie Johnston 


Sticks O'Hara -eees+..-Eddie Quillan 
Push Gasper........ hin aeas Dave Willock 
Cornetist..........ceceee...-Nick Cochrane 
Stage Manager........0.-. .Rod Cameron 
7 eS rae Arthur Loft 
eg ee Oe EO The Debonaires 
we See: William Forrest 
ist Examiner..»..............Warren Ashe 
aS Charles Halton 
SNS skied ok 6X0 o bade souknseces Lee Shumway 





Those well-meaning people urging 
the inclusion of war themes in fea- 
ture pictures couldn't have antic- 
ipated anything quite like this minor 
musical outburst called ‘Priorities on 
Parade.’ Naive, inept and more than 
a little foolish, it tries to tell of 
an obscure swing band whose mem- 
bers get jobs in a plane factory, put 
On a show to enliven worker morale 
and finally turn down the dreamed- 
of Broadway contract to remain on 
the assembly line. Ludicrous and 
extraordinarily tedious, it’s a feeble 
boxoffice prospect... 


Lacking in marquee names, pre- 
Posterously scripted, with an un- 
€ven score, clumsy direction, stilted 
photography and woebegone comedy, 
the film is manifestly just another 
of the misfortunes of war. There 
are probably a horde of explanations 
for such a mediocre entry. 

For’ the record, Ann Miller gets 
@ couple of moments to show nifty 
Gancing, Jerry Colonna and Vera 
Vague mahage to extract a few 
laughs from the wreckage, Betty 
Rhodes sings pleasantly once or 


lector is mulcting the ranchers and 
| business men, while behind him is a 


newspaper publisher-printer who is | 


jcarefully stirring up trouble for anti- 
|'Texas elements in Washington. The 
plot has been carried out efficiently. 

In addition to Starrett and Hayden, 
latter a rancher, the cast includes 


They 
Char. 


Clark, newspaper publisher. 
perform suitably. 








Columbia release of Wallace MacDonald 
production. Features Marguerite Chapman, 
William Wright, Kay Harris. Directed by 
Charles Barton. Screenplay by Rian James; 
based on story by Elizabeth Meehan: cam- 
era, Philip Tannura; editor, Mel Thorsen. 
At Central, N. Y., week July 25, ‘42, dual. 
Running time, 63 MINS, 

Glenda {ae -Marguerite Chapman 
Lieutenant Woods.........William Wright 
Dottie Morrison............. ..Kay Harris 
Jane Morgan...... Lauretta M. Schimmoler 
ee rere Louise Allbritton 
COGN PWLGED. . onc doce scccas Frank Sully 
oe Peas Diedra Vale 
Gretchen Ernmst........... Evelyn Wahl 
Katherine Webb......... Shirley Patterson 
SOG BOE. oo. cccccecces Eileen O’ Hearn 
Nita Dominick.......... Roma Aldrich 
Wendie Holmes ++++«.-Marjorie Reardon 
Lieutenant Mullins -.-.Catherine Craig 
Major Devon.. -eee.+-.-Douglas Wood 
Lieutenant Tucker......... Forrest Tuckei 


Patterned after other melodramas 
| focused on femme activities, whether 
\girl reformatories or dormitories. 
|same studio responsible for quite a 
few such type dramas, has cooked up 
| this unimportant piece about nurses 
| who parachute from the clouds to 
jaid men injured on the battlefield. 
With a complete void of known 
sereen players, director Charles Bar- 
ton has done fairly well in making 
something out of virtually nothing. 
Entirely a ‘B’ production, it will do 
as lower half of most dualers where 
audiences are not fussy. 

_ Far too much footage goes to out- 
lining the training work of girl para- 
chute leapers, something done re- 
peatedly before in other films. Chief 
motivation of plot is centered on 
care needed in packing the two 
chutes carried by each femme, with 
dirty work by a jealous femme mem- 
ber of corps nearly resulting in a 
tragedy. Another ’chutist’s plunge 
to her death, when she deliberately 
‘picks this means of committing sui- 
cide, also keeps the story moving. 
| At one juncture the scripters strive 
jto build up a sympathetic angle for a 
iGerman-American girl, who is ostra- 








| 
| 


cized by most of her fellow students 
because her brother is fighting with 
'the Germans. Preachment is dropped 
lafter showing signs of becoming 
something and so is the character 
when the gal leaps to her death in a 
parachute test. After that the melo- 
'dramaties are provided by Mar- 
guerite Chapman when she suddenly 
|decides she can’t make a parachute 
‘leap along with other nurse students 
|—that is until tricked into it in or- 
ider to save her sweetheart, a male 
lieutenant instructor. Apparently, 
ithis is because the German girl met 
'a horrible death, but this point is 
hardly mentioned. ; ; 

Early dialog and_ situations are 
stilted, but yarn picks up consider- 
able momentum as it goes along. 
Chapman girl is adequate as the new 
paranurse, while Kay Harris is 
equally bright as her chum, though 
both are patently newcomers and a 
bit awkward. William Wright, also 
an unknown as a lead, has the im- 
portant lieut.-instructor role. Frank 
Sully manages to be funny as his 
sergeant assistant. Wear. 








Romance on the Range 
(WITH SONGS) 


Republic release of Joseph Kane produc- 
tion. Stars Roy Rogers; features George 
‘Gabby’ Hayes, Sally Payne, Linda Hayes, 
Edward Pawley and Harry L. Woods. Di- 
rected by Joseph Kane. Story and adapta- 
tion, J. Benton Cheney; film editor, Les 
Orlebeck; music and lyrics, Tim Spencer, 
Glen Spencer, Sam Allen and Bob Nolan; 
camera, William Nobles. At New York, 
N. Y., dual, week of July 21, '42. Running 
time, 63 MINS, 


RO oc ccc cceeeeeeseseeswenc snes Roy Rogers 
ON Se eee -s++.. George ‘Gabby’ Hayes 
Serer eovcececvecsesess Sally Payne 
Joan Stuart. ..cccccescesssesss Linda Hayes 
Banning....... ecccccccees.- award Pawley 
OS ae escceccscoee Harry L. Woods 


..-Hai Taliaferro 

«e+e--Glenn Strange 

CPT PPE ee Tee eT Koy Barcroft 
And Sons of the Pioneers 


Sheriff WilSon...eesees 








Another western in the Roy Rogers 
series, one that embraces a slightly 
different twist in that it deals with 
fur-thieving. Has been well pro- 
duced by Joseph Kane, who also di- 
rected, and should suit the demands 
of the average hoss opry fan. 

Picture has plenty of action, good 
backgrounds, moves along at a 
sprightly clip and includes five song 
numbers that are sung by the cow- 
boy group known as the Sons of the 
Pioneers. . 

Numbers are ‘Oh, Wonderful 
World,’ ‘When Romance Rides the 
Range,’ ‘Rocky Mountain Lullaby,’ 
‘Coyote Serenade’ and ‘Sing as You 
Work.’ All but the last-mentioned 
are of a western character. 

J. Benton Cheney’s story, with ac- 
ceptable dialog, concerns the man- 
ager of a ranch and trading post 
who carries on the business for a 
girl owner living in the east. He is 
the behind-the-scenes leader of the 
gang of bandits who are stealing furs 
brought to the trading post by the 
trappers of the community. : 

The owner, concerned over the 
thievery, visits the range inocgnito, 
accompanied by her maid, who, by 
coincidence, has become engaged to 





Nor.nan Willis; tax-gyp. and Davison | Sally Payne. 


one of the ranch hands through a 
|correspondence club. Both girls are 
jinstrumental in helping Rogers and 
his men in tracking down the fur- 
plundering mob. Linda Hayes, 
ranch-trading post mistress, is paired 
lin the love interest with Rogers, who 
| does not learn her actual identity 
}until the last, while the other gir! is 
They turn in suitahle 
ithough not forceful performances. 
|Rogers okay as usual. 

George ‘Gabby’ Hayes, desert rat 
type long in westerns, shoulders the 


PARACHUTE NURSE |comedy burden and aeneume to 


quite funny on occasion. 
Pawley plays the villain, while 
Harry L. Woods is on a romantic as- 
signment as Miss Payne’s b. f. 

Char. 


ELVIRA FERNANDEZ 


Buenos Aires, July 15. 

A.D.A.P. production and release. Stars 
Paulina Singerman and Juan Carlos Thorry; 
features Tito Luisardo, Sofia Bozan, Carmen 
del Moral, Elena Lucena, Alberto Terrones, 
Enrique Roldan, Juan Mangiante, Julio 
Renato and Salvador Sinai. Story, adapta- 
tion and direction by Manuel Romero; cam- 
era, Alberto Etchevehere. Reviewed at the 
Broadway, Buenos Aires. Running time, 
91 MINS, 

(Argentine-Made) 





Although no Orson Welles, Argen- 
j tine film director Manuel Romero, 
|who has written, adapted and direct- 
}ed this first production for the new 
|indie A.D.A.P studios, has produced 
a film that’s above average, highly 
agreeable and likely to be a good 
commercial draw throughout S. A. 
Romero has concentrated on blonde 
Paulina Singerman, Argentine born 
of Russian parentage, who put up 
most of the cash for the new studio. 
Senorita Singerman’s idea was to get 
away from the routine parts she’s 
been forced to carry during the last 
year or two, but ‘Elvira Fernandez’ 
doesn’t look too different. 

Yarn, which is similar to a good 
many national and some recent Hol- 
lywood films, deals with a depart- 
ment store. Daughter returns from 
a women’s college in the States and 
gets a job behind the counter to find 
out what’s wrong. Similar in some 
ways to ‘The Devil and Miss Jones,’ 
story tells how she wins the friend- 
ship of her sister wage slaves and in- 
cites her fellow workers to strike. It 
all ends well when dad discovers it 
| was daughter and admits he was all 
| wrong all the time. 

Interesting note that the 








story 





| ages were developing in nearly every 


Current Short Releases 


(Prints in Exchanges) 





(Compiled by Besa Short) 


‘Guardian of the Sea’ (20th, 
9 mins.). Resume of Coast 
Guard war activities. 

‘Bugs Bunny Gets the Boid’ 
(WB, 7% mins.). Cartoon 
comedy. 

‘Polo Pony’ (RKO, 8% mins.). 
Breeding of polo ponies. 


‘Let "Em Go Alive’ (Par, 9 


mins.). Florida fish in native 
haunts, 
‘La Cucuracha’ (RKO, 20 
mins.). Musical in color. 
‘Wacky Blackout’ (WB, 8 
mins.). Cartoon. 


‘Information Please’ (RKO, 
10% = mins.). John Gunther 
guester, 

‘Self Defense’ (M-G, 10% 


mins.). Pete Smith explanation 
of arts 

‘How to Play Baseball’ (RKO, 
8 mins.). Goofy cartoon comedy 
by Walt Disney. 


TT AE RY Se aN RE 


deals with a strike in the U. S. fash- 
ion rather than the Argentine, since 
labor groups are not as solid here as 
in the States. Picketing, placarding 
and soap-boxing are seen here only 
in U. S. films, 

Senorita Singerman turns <n a cap- 
able performance, puts her lines 
across effectively and shows the ad- 
vantages of her new director. Writer- 
adapter-director Romero has taken 
advantage of Senorita Singerman’s 
brand of comedy and has used comic 
situations to the full, managing to 
get across a fresh slant whenever the 
film seems about to bog down. Sup- 

orting cast, especially male lead 

uan Carlos Thorry and _hoarse- 
voiced singer Sofia Bozan, is good. 
Ray. 


EI Piyama De Adan 


(‘Adam’s Pajamas’) 
(ARGENTINE-MADE) 


Lumiton production and release starring 
Enrique Serrano; features Juan Carlos 
Thorry, Zully Moreno, Mary Capdevila, Lalo 
Malcom, Tila Thamar and Liana Moabro. 
Directed by Fraycisco Mugica. Story by 
Sixto Pondal Rios and Carlos Olivari. Re- 
viewed at the Ambassador, Buenos Aires. 
Running time, 72 MINS, 




















With a kind of fragile plot that 
could easily have gone wrong, this 
latest from Lumiton has been so 
well handled by director Francisco 
Mugica that it turns out to be a 
smooth job from beginning to end, 
and a uniform, if not hilarious, 
laugh-getter. Has already registered 
sock business for a national on first 
run and will be a steady grosser not 
only ine Argentina, but throughout 
Latin America, 

Plot is not so local that it will in- 
terest only the pampa film-goers, and 
yet the film has a locale which pro- 
vides a change of scene from the or- 
dinary Latin film. Story, from writ- 
ing team of Sixto Pondal Rios and 
Carlos Olivari, who also do much 
local radio scripting, was spun to 
give comic Enrique Serrano the 
greatest opportunities, but chief sup- 
porting players, Juan Carlos Thorry 
and Zully Moreno, the latter one of 
the few s.a. stars in S. A.. weren't | 
négiecied by any means and turn in 
excellent performances. 


Yarn deals with the efforts of a 
young bridegroom to finally get into 
his wedding-gift pajamas. Fancy 
duds are given to him at a farewell- 
to-bachelorhood dinner, and he comes 
home to find a former girl friend on 
hand to raise hell. The black eye he 
receives hurts his pride, but no 
sooner are the vows pronounced than 
his bride is ready to scram. Her 
Papa tries to fix things up and gets 
a shiner himself for his pains. Yarn 
goes on from this point with more 
and more complications arising, then 
switches to seashore resort of Mar 
del Plata and back to B. A. before 
the ever-recurrent difficulties are 
ironed out. 


It is neatly paced. well mounted 
and brightly angled, with comic 
touches by Tila Thamar and Mary 
Capdevila especially good. Photog- 
raphy is good and musical accom- 
paniment satisfactory. Ray. 


- WPB Cues Cuts 


Continued from page 5— 























next year. Also forecast that ruling 
may immediately curtail current 
production to a level where it will 
not exceed the 1,800,000,000 feet of 
positive and 100,000,000 feet of nega- 
tive raw stock used in 1941, 


Order likely will detail a scale for 
consumption of every article that 
goes into production at each studio. 

It was pointed out, following the 
session here today, that the situation 
is reaching the critical stage in the 
matter of lenses and recording tubes 
used in picture production. Also 
that there must be a heavy reduc- 
tion in the consumption of steel em- 
ployed at studios. Use of more wood 
in motion picture sets also is being 
recommended. Industry representa- 
tives were told that serious short- 


umes, 
article that goes into the production 
of film excepting nails. 

The film business executive gro 
that came here presented a group of 
24 recommendations, which had the 
full approval of all producers, 
whereby all types of materia] could 
be conserved. Nearly all were of a 
technical nature nd not disclosed ip 
detail. 

Amount of motion picture film 
used for military purposes has 
reached a new peak and cuts into 
the total amount consumed in U. S,, 
it was -evealed at the confab. 

It could not be learned here im- 
mediately if the WPB order, first 
issued, to specifically outline what 
materials must be conserved and to 
what extent, would reduce the 
number of features or shorts that 
the American film industry could 
make per year, or whether it wouid 
seek to save both on materials and 
raw stock by curtailing the number 
of screen performances. 


Conservation Before Hays Sesh 


Hays office directors huddled 
Monday (27) to map out the agenda 
for the industry at the meeting with 
War Production Board representa- 
tives held in Washington yesterday 
(Tuesday). Believed that the inten- 
tion of the film business will be to 
show the strides being made by the 
industry in working out its own con- 
servation system without offering 
any definite percentage arrangement 
as to raw film stock. Directors also 
compiled figures of individual com- 
panies to incorporate in the film 
business application for unfreezing 
about $52,000,000 presently § im- 
pounded in Great Britain. The film 
business is working on _ various 
methods for gradual savings of raw 
stock, but it thus far has arrived at 
no cut-and-dried method for elimi- 
nating a stated percentage of film 
stock, 

That some sort of decision may be 
reached at this week's meetings with 
WPB authorities seems certain. Ap- 
parently two courses may be taken. 
One would be to let the industry 
alone and permit it to use its own 
voluntary system of conservation, 
The other would be for the Govern- 
ment to decide just how much pic- 


;ture production can be eliminated 


without curbing the total amount of 
screen fare. 


ALLIED-ASCAP MEET 
ON SEAT TAX RELIEF 


Allied States execs are scheduled 
to meet today (Wednesday) with 
John G. Paine, general manager of 
the American Society of Composers, 
Authors & Publishers, to discuss re- 
lief under the seat tax imposed on all 
exhibitors. 

Matter was first taken up with 
ASCAP about two months ago, but 
Paine asked for time, during which 
the matter could be studied, statistics 
gathered, etc. 














U Has Its Own Desert 


Hollywood, July 28. 

With Oriental deserts overrun by 
warring tanks and the wasteland of 
Utah too far away for economical 
location travel, Universal is building 
its own synthetic wilderness on 35 
acres of leased land adjacent to the 
studio, 

Immediate object is the filming of 
the Walter Wanger picture, ‘Arabian 
Nights,’ but the studio is spreading 
hundreds of tons of sand on the 
leased terrain for future desert 
dramas close to home. Chase scenes, 
originally slated in Utah for the 
Wanger film, will be shot next door 
to the home lot. 


Sonja Gets Her Quota 


Hollywood, July 28. 

Next starrer for Sonja Henie at 
20th-Fox is ‘Quota Girl,’ slated for 
late fall production by William Le- 
Baron. 

Yarn is being scripted by Francis 
Wallace, writer of football novels 
and picker of weekly grid games for 
national magazines. 


Metro’s Music Spread 


Holiywood, July 28. 

Metro added a new wing to its 
sound department, tripling the space 
and providing room for the growing 
music library. 

Studio is building new syncroniz- 
ers in its own machine shops to oveér- 
come the shortage of such equipment 




















caused by war priorities. 
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‘West Point’-Band Strong $47,000 


In Chi; Berle- Ru 


Miniver’ 316, Great H.0. in 2 Spots 


bber’ Terrif 226 








Chicago, July 28. 

‘Mrs. Miniver’ has bettered every- 
thing ever said about it as a box- 
office attraction at the United Artists 
and Apollo. Playing simultaneously 
in two houses it looks like a great 
$31,000 in the second stanza after ter- 
rific $36,900 on the initial week. Pace 
at other houses also is strong, being 
always surefire on weekends. 

Milton Berle is getting a package 
of coin topping the Oriental stage 


show currently. With meagre support $13 


om ‘Rubber Racketeers,’ the house 
will show a big $22,000 or there- 
abouts. Remarkably good in a the- 
atre that has been up-and-down dur- 
ing the past few months. : 

Horace Heidt orchestra plus ‘10 
Gentlemen from West Point’ at the 
Chicago looks like a strong $47,000 
or better. , ; 

Best of newcomers is ‘Lady in a 
Jam,’ which got away neatly in the 
Palace on em! (25). Topping 
a dual setup, likely will garner a 
solid $16,000. ‘Kings Row’ is strong 
at $13,000 in its fourth session at the 
State-Lake. 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 35-55-65-75) 
—‘Miniver’ (M-G) (2d wk). Whirl- 
wind picture that is terrific from 
morning to night. Brilliant $12,000, 
following great $13,500 last week, 
better than forecast. 

Chieage (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75 )— 
‘Gentlemen West Point’ (20th) and 
Heidt. Excellent $47,000. Last week, 
Tommy Dorsey orchestra unit on 
stage plus ‘Man’s Lady’ (Par), 

owerful $49,100, and considerably 

tter than expected. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-55-65-75) 
—Tortilla’ (M-G) and ‘Night New 
Orleans’ (Par) (2d wk). Makes five 
weeks in loop for the first film, hold- 
ing currently to fine $5,000, following 
$6,700 last week. 

Oriental (Iroquois) (3,200; 33-44- 
55-66) —‘Rubber Racketeer’ (Mono) 
and vaude, with Milton Berle head- 
lining and largely accounting for big 
$22,000. This is largest money the 
house has taken in long time. Last 
week, ‘Parachute Nurse’ (Col) and 
Al Donahue orchestra, good $18,800. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 33-44-66-75) 
—Lady in Jam’ (U) and ‘Happened 
Flatbush’ (20th). Got away neatly 
over weekend and heads for solid 
$16,000. Last week, ‘Ambersons’ 
(RKO) and ‘Spitfire Ghost’ (RKO), 
just fair at $10,800. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 35-55-65- 
75)—‘Grand Central’ (M-G) and ‘Bug 
Goes to Town’ (Par). Average week 
at $9,000 for this pair. Last week, 
‘Magnificent Dope’ (20th) and ‘Re- 
member Pearl Harbor’ (Rep), weak 
$7,300. 


ve 


‘Big Shot’ Hot $18,000, 


Ace Jersey C. Newcomer 


‘ Jersey City, July 28. 
‘Big Shot,’ at the Stanley, is grab- 
bing big business and figures to hold 


over. 
Estimates for This Week 

Loew’s (Loew’s) (3,205; 30-35-40- 
55-60)—Married an Angel’ (M-G) 
and ‘Nazi Agent’ (M-G). Heading for 
000, so-so. Last week, ‘Ship 
Ahoy’ (M-G) and ‘Kid Glove Killer’ 
(Col) (2d wk), warm $12,000. 

Stanley (WB) (4,500; 30-35-60-70) 
—Big Shot’ (WB) and ‘Spitfire Sees 
a Ghost’ (RKO). Looking for big 
$18,000 and figures to linger an extra 
week. Last week, ‘Reap Wild Wind’ 
(Par), great $19,000. 

State (Skouras) (2,200; 30-35-55-60- 
75)—‘Gela Rush’ (UA) and ‘Are Hus- 
bands Necessary’ (Par). Best this 
dual can hope for is dull $10.000. Last 
week, ‘Magnificent Dope’ (20th) and 
‘Wife Takes Flyer’ (Col), satisfactory 
$12,000. 


‘Horizon’ Fine $16,500, 
Tops Forte St. Louis; 
‘Miniver’ 166 for 4th 


St. Louis, July 28. 

‘Mrs. Miniver,’ at Loew’s down- 
town, is still big and has tied ‘San 
Francisco’ (1936) by remaining in 
one house for four consecutive 
weeks at pop prices. Unprecedented 
biz indicates this opus will grab off 
another $16,000. Reported that it has 
been seen in three weeks by 5,000 
more persons than during the run of 
‘Frisco.’ 

Only other new film is at the 
5,000-seater Fox, in midtown, where 
‘Beyond the Blue Horizon’ and 
‘Great Man’s Lady’ will nose out 
Loew’s for top coin this week. 

Estimates for This Week 

Loew’s (Loew) (3,172; 30-40-50)— 
‘Mrs. Miniver’ (M-G) and _ shorts 
(4th wk). Natives still storming 
house and another $16.000 is in sight, 
strong. Last week, same film did 
$18,000, making $64,500 for three 


weeks. 

Fox (F&M) (5,000; 30-40-50)— 
‘Blue Horizon’ (Par) and ‘Great 
Man’s Lady’ (Par). Off to a nice 
start which points to a fine $16,500, 
to lead the town. Last week, ‘Wings 
for Eagle’ (WB) and ‘Ship Spy’ 
(WB). Out-of-towners attracted by 
the Cardinal-Brooklyn series hypoed 
take to $17,900, swell. 

Missouri (F&M) (3,570; 30-40-50) 








State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 35-55-65- 
75)—Kings Row’ (WB) (4th wk). 
Rolling along in grand style to 
strong $13,000 currently following | 
$14,900 last week. 

United Artists (B&K-M-G) (1,700: | 
35-55-65-75)—‘Miniver’ (M-G) (2d) 
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“ocoll Pg sath iat one 
week, socko $23,400, way ahead of 
expectations . 

Woods (Essaness) (1,200; 35-55-65- | 
75)—King Kong’ (RKO) and ‘Dan- 
gerous Game’ (RKO). Two revivals 
that don’t look for much at $4,000. 
Last week, ‘Tower Terror’ (Mono) 
and ‘Green Pack’ (PRC), thin $4,200. 


‘Juke Girl” Pacemaker 


In Denver, Sweet $10,000 











—~‘Wings for Eagle’ (WB) and ‘Ship 
Spy’ (WB). This moveover from the 
Fox will grab another $7,500, fine. 
Last week, ‘This Above All’ (20th) 
and ‘Lady in Jam’ (U), surprise 
$7,900, swell. 

St. .ouis (F&M) (4,000; 30-40)— 
: i ail oe wet ’ 
Last week, ‘Men ot ‘l'exas’ (U) ana 
‘Escape Hong Kong’ (U), another 
surprise, sock $6,000. 


KISSED BRIDE’ $8,000, 





First Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 





Week of July 30 


Astor—‘The Pride of the Yan- 
kees’ (RKO) (3d week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ July 15) 
Capitol — ‘Crossroads’ (M-G) 
(2d week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ June 24) 
Criterion—'Pierre of the Plains’ 
(M-G). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ June 17) 
Globe—‘Eagle Squadron’ (U) 
(5th week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ June 17) 
Hollywood — ‘Yankee Doodle 
Dandy’ (WB) (10th week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ June 3) 
Music Hall—‘Mrs. Miniver’ (M- 
G) (9th week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ May 13) 
Paramount—‘Priorities on Pa- 
rade’ (Par) (2d week). 
(Reviewed in this issue) 
Rialto—‘A-Haunting We Will 
Go’ (20th) (1). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ July 8) 
Roxy—They All Kissed the 
Bride’ (Col). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ June 3) 
Strand—‘Wings for the Eagle’ 
(WB) (31). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ June 3) 
Week of Aug. 6 
Astor—-‘The Pride of the Yan- 
kees’ (RKO) (4th week). 
Capitol—‘Tarzan’s New York 
Adventure’ (M-G). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ April 25) 
Globe—‘Eagle Squadron’ (U) 
(6th week). 
Hollywood — ‘Yankee Doodle 
Dandy’ (WB) (11th week). 
Music Hall—Bambi’ (RKO). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ May 27) 
Paramount -—- ‘Holiday — Inn’ 
(Par) (5). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ June 17) 
Roxy—'They All Kissed the 
Bride’ (Col) (2d week). 
Strand—‘Wings ‘or the Eagle’ 
(WB) (2d week). 


Glenn Miller Boosting 
‘Dope’ to Great $30,000 
In Buff.; “Gun Hire’ 156 


Buffalo, July 28. 


In the face of sizzling tempera- 
tures, Glenn Miller at the Buffalo 
with ‘Magnificent Dope’ is jamming 
the house for probably the bumper 
session this summer. ‘Great Man’s 
Lady,’ dualed at the Lakes, also will 
hit an outstanding peak. ‘Flight 
Lieutenant,’ at the Lafayette, is an- 
other surprisingly strong item. 

Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 35-55)— 
‘Magnificent Dope’ (20th) plus Glenn 
Miller orch on stage. Slam bang 
session with Miller gettine credit for 
terrific $30,000. Last week, ‘Jackass 
Mail’ (M-G) and ‘Pacific Rendez- 
vous’ (M-G), nice $12,000, 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,000: 35-55) 
—‘Great Man’s Lady’ (Par) and ‘Gun 
For Hire’ (Par). This parley a tall | 























$15,000. Last week, ‘Crossroads’ | 
G) i ‘Happened in Flatbush’ 
*ir $16,000. 


dlipp (shea) (2,100; 30-45 )—‘Cross- 
roads’ (M-G) and ‘Happened in Flat- 
bush’ (20th) (2d wk). Maintaining | 
sturdy pace to $8,500. Last week, | 
‘Annie Rooney’ (UA) and ‘True to 
Army’ (Par), bullish $9,000. 





MEMPHIS; ‘CALIF.’ 56 


Memphis, July 28. 
Biz continues brisk on Main Street 
with ‘Mrs. Miniver’ tugging terrific 
grosses in second week at Loew’s 





: Denver, July 28. 
Juke Girl,’ topping bill at the 
Denver, is the leader 


second session at the Denham, is 

still strong with ‘Sweater Girl’ 

tossed in for good measure. 
Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin (Fox) (1,400: 40-60)— 
‘Gentlemen from Point’ (29th), after 
week at Denver. Good $4,500. Last 
week, ‘Our Life’ (WB), after Denver 
week, good $4,000. 

Broadway (Fox) (1,040; 30-35-40- 
50)—‘Our Life’ (WB), after week's 
at each Denver and Aladdin. Fair 
$2,500. Last week, ‘Gone With Wind’ 
(M-G) good $3,000. 

Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 30-40- 
50-60)—'Great Man’s Lady’ (Par) 
(2d wk) and ‘Sweater Girl’ (Par). 
Solid $8,500. Last week, ‘Great 
Man’s Lady’ (Par), big $12,000. 

Denver (Fox) (2,525; 30-40-50-60) 
—Juke Girl’ (WB) and ‘Hope 
Schuyler’ (20th). Trim $10,000 and 
town’s leader. Last week, ‘Gentle- 


men From Point’ (20th) and ‘Meet | 


Stewarts’ (Col), nice $10,000. 
Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 30-35-40- 


currently. | 
However, ‘Great Man’s Lady,’ in| 


Palace. “They All Kissed the Bride’ 
is doing okay by the Malco. 

Republic’s ‘In Old California’ is a 
cinch for a pretty fair gross at the 
Warner theatre. 

Estimates for This Week 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 10-33-44 )— 
‘Old California’ (Rep). Scribes no 
like, but public is coming in for oke 
'$5,000. Last week, ‘Wings for Eagle 
(WB), $6,000, swell. 

Malco (Lightman) (2,800; 10-33-44) 
—‘All Kissed Bride’ (Col). Craw- 
ford-Dougias romance a lure for 
nearly $8,000. Last week, ‘Eagle 
Squadron’ (U), $7,500, socko. 

Palace (Loew) (2,000; 10-33-44 )— 
‘Mrs. Miniver’ (M-G) (2d wk). Third 
week assured as Jan Struther fiction 
film piles up amazing $8,000 in hold- 
over after breaking all house records 
at $12,700 in first week. Biggest 
thing since ‘Gone With the Wind. 

State (Loew) (2,600; 10-33-44)— 
‘Tarzan’s New York’ (M-G). Trim 
|$4.500. Last week, ‘Real Glory’ (UA 
lreissue), four days, and ‘Calling Dr. 
|Gillespie’ (M-G), three days, $3,000, 





50-60)—‘Mrs. Miniver’ (M-G) (3d | about as anticipated. 


wk). Mighty good $8,000 in six days 
of third session. Last week, ‘Mrs. 
Miniver’ (M-G) fine $12,000 for sec- 


Strand (Lightman) (1,000; 10-22- 
'33)—Gal Sal’ (20th) (2d run). three 
| dave: ‘Kennel Murder Case’ (WB re- 


ond week. | issue), one day; “Three Sons Guns’ 


Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 30-45)— 


(WB) and ‘SOS Coast Guard’ ‘Rep), 


Lafayette (Hayman) (3,300; 30-44) | 
—Flight Lieutenant’ (Col) and ‘Shut | 
Big Mouth’ (Col). Plenty of velocity | 
at nearly $10,000. Last week, ‘Sub- 
marine Raider’ (Col) and ‘Blondie | 
College’ (Col), satisfactory $7,000. 

20th Century (Ind) (3,000; 30-44)— 
| ‘Magnificent Ambersons’ (RKO) and | 
|‘Lady Scarface’ (RKO). Mild $7.000. | 
j}Last week, ‘Kennel Murder Case’ | 
(WB) and ‘Gambling ‘Lady’ (WB), | 
under $5,000. | 


| held over, 


| ceeding 


N. Y. B.0.s Hold Up Despite H.0.s; 
‘Miniver’ 9th Big $94,000, ‘Priorities’ 
Good $50,000, Hedy-Powell Mild 266 





Although most downtown New 
York houses are playing holdovers, 
headed by the eighth week of 
‘Miniver’ at the Music Hall, the busi- 
ness is holding up generally well. 
All-day rain on Monday (27) hurt, 
but the Hall still had a very good 
day, playing to more persons than 
the Capitol, Roxy, Strand and Para- 
mount combined. ; 

‘Miniver’ will get about $94,000 
this week (8th) and as result goes a 
ninth. Because of the  picture’s 
steady pull, it may even go a 10th, a 
tough mark for any future film to 
shoot at here. 


Though ‘Priorities on Parade’ is 
not well regarded, the Paramount 
ended its first week with this film, 
plus the Phil Harris band, Zero 
Mostel and Ann Miller, at close to 
$50,000, very good. The _ second 
stanza begins this morning (Wednes- 
day). 

Only other new major first-run 
opening during the past week was 
the Hedy Lamarr-William Powell 
‘Crossroads’ at the Capitol. It is do- 
ing just a moderate business at an 
indicated $26,000 but will be held. 


Continuing powerfully at the 
Astor is ‘Pride of Yankees,’ which on 
its current (2d) round ending to- 
night (Wed-..esday) should hit $28,000 
or better, big. Is in here for an in- 
definite run at increased admissions. 

Second-run State is on the slow 
s » this week with ‘I Married an 
Angel’ and the Ray Herbeck band, 
Adelaide Moffett and Russell Swan. 
House will do about $21,000, fair. 

Roxy will have a strong second 
lap with ‘This Above All,’ about 
$43,000, but lets it go tonight 
(Wednesday) in order to open “They 
All Kissed the Bride’ tomorrow. 

Holdover of ‘Big Shot’ and the 
Jerry Wald orch, with Judy Canova 
also in person, looks to land the 
Strand about $32,000, good. Will not 
be held further, however. ‘Wings 
for Eagle’ and the Charlie Barnet 
orchestra move in Friday (31). 

‘Dandy,’ which will go into several 
spots during August, is now in its 
ninth roadshow week at the Holly- 
wood and holding up satisfactorily. 
Last week (8th) was $18,500, still a 
nice profit.: 

‘Eagle Squadron’ (Globe) looks 
close to $12,000 currently on its 
fourth canto, excellent, and will be 
held a fifth, but probably not longer 
than that since Universal wants to 
get it rolling in the N. Y. territory. 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor (Loew's) (1,140; 55-65-$1.10) 
—Pride of Yankees’ (RKO-Gold- 
wyn) (2d wk). Showing tremendous 
draught, this week (2d) appearing 
$28,000 or better. The first week 
topped $30,000 highest ever grossed 
here under any policy. Starts third 
stanza tomorrow (Thursday). 

Capitol (Loew’s) (4,620; 35-55-85- 
$1.10-$1.25) — ‘Crossroads’ (M-G). 
Somewhat disappointing at approxi- 
mately $26,000, moderate. Will be 
however. Last week, 
‘Cardboard Lover’ (M-G) did a tail- 
spin, under $10,000. 

Criterion (Loew’s) (1,062: 35-44-55- 
75)—‘Pierre of the Plains’ (M-G) 
opens here today (Wednesday), suc- 
‘Maisie Gets Her Man’ 
(M-G), which did very well at $9,000 
the second week; $12,000 the first. 

Globe (Brandt) (1,250; 35-55-75-85) 


|—‘Eagle Squadron’ (U) (4th wk). 


Holding up in strong fashion. this 
week (4th) auguring close to $12,000; 
goes a fifth. Last week (3d) hit 
$15,000. 

Hollywood (WB) (1,225; 83-$1.10- 
$1.65-$2.20)—‘Dandy’ (WB) (9th wk). 
Not packing ’em in, but maintaining 
good pull at $18,500 for last week 





‘Moontide -Tommy 


Cleveland, July 28. 


|thing but Tommy Dorsey and ‘Moon- 
tide,’ which are ploughing through 
old house record at Palace, Did sell- 
out biz first three days and with 
‘band going at a_five-a-day rate, | 
combo probably will set a new sum- | 
mer high. 

‘Jackass Mail’ at State is mild. 
Hipp’s ‘Ten Gentlemen’ is slightly | 
better, and ‘Mrs. Miniver’ excellent | 
on fourth stanza at Stillman. 

Estimates for This Week 

Allen (RKO) (3,000; 35-40-45-55)— | 
'‘Kissed Bride’ (Col) (2d wk). Slug-! 
| gish $3,800 on moveover. Last week, | 
‘Juke Girl’ (WB) (2d wk), ordinary | 
$4,000. Bg 
| Hipp (Warners) (3,700; 35-40-45- | 





‘Men ,of Texas’ (U) and ‘Marie |three days. This is good Strand fare, '55)—-‘Ten Gentlemen’ (20th). Not so | 
Roget (U). Good $6,000. Last week, $1,800. Last week, “Take Letter’ (Par) 
Friendly Enemies’ (UA) and ‘Bullet land ‘Miss Polly’ (UA), three days, 


Scars’ (WB), good $5,500. 


$1,600. okay. 


exciting at $11,000. Last week, 
‘Kissed Bride’ (Col), just okay $13,- 
000. 


than $30,000. 


Dorsey Near New | 


Mark in Cleve., $30,000; ‘Mail’ N.G. 9G 


Lake (Warners) (800; 35-40-45-55) 


Sultry weather is killing every-|—‘Juke Girl’ (WB) (3d wk). Indif- 


ferent $1,300. Last week, ‘Gal Sal’ 
(20th) (4th), good $2,000. 

Palace (RKO) (3,700; 35-40-45-55- 
70)—‘Moontide’ (20th) plus Tommy 
Dorsey orch. Picture also a drawing 
card but it’s Dorsey who is jamming 
them in and all set to climb to better 
Last week, ‘Big Shot’ 
(WB) and Clyde Lucas Orch, Louise 
Beavers and Hal LeRoy on stage, 
smart $19,000. 

State (Loew’s) (3.450: 35-40-45-55) 
—‘Jackass Mail’ (M-G). Wallace 
Beery and Marjcrie Main losing their 
pull; weak $9,000, at best. Last lap, 
‘Maisie Gets Man’ (M-G), meagre 
$10,000. 

Stillman (Loew's) (1,872; 35-40-45- 
55)—‘Mrs. Miniver’ (M-G) (4th). 
Lots of life at $7,000 in this hold- 
over, which nabbed a robust $10,000 


last week. 


(8th). The prior (7th) semester 
hurdled $20,000, substantial profit. 

Palace (RKO) 1,700; (28-35-44-55- 
65-75 )—Sgt. York’ (WB) and ‘Mag- 
nificent Dope’ (20th) both 2d run, 
dualed. This twain will get worthy 
$9,200. Last week, ‘Juke Girl’ (WB) 
and ‘In Old California’ (Rep), both 
2d run, $8,000, light. 

Paramount (Par) (3,664; 35-55-85- 
99)—‘Priorities on Parade’ (Par) 
and, on stage, Phil Harris, Zero 
Mostel and Ann Miller (2d-final wk). 
Closed out first seven days last 
night (Tuesday) at near to $50,000, 
strong, and goes on holdover today 
(Wednesday). The second week for 
‘Are Husbands Necessary?’ (Par) 
and the Hal McIntyre band, Connee 
Boswell and Larry Adler, $34,000, 
okay. 

Radio City Music Hall (Rockefel- 
lers) (5,945; 44-55-85-99-$1.65) — 
‘Miniver’ (M-G) and stageshow (8th 
wk). There’s no stopping this one 
at the b.o.; this week (8th) will be 
about $94,000, very close behind the 
prior session (7th), when $98,000 was 
grossed. Show holds a ninth week 
and very possibly may stick a 10th. 
‘Bambi’ (RKO-Disney) is next on 
the books. 

Rialto (Mayer) (594; 28-44-55)— 
‘Tombstone’ (Par). Opened here 
Saturday (25) and should do $6,000, 
fair. Last week, ‘Drums of the 
Congo’ (U), weakened in the stretch, 
ending at mild $5,000. 

Roxy (20th) (5,886; 40-55-65-75-85- 
99)—This Above All’ (20th) (move- 
over) (2d wk) and stageshow. Here 
following previous advanced-price 
run at Astor and doing swell; this 
week (2d) should be $43,000, or 
thereabouts, very good, while first 
mounted to $55,000, big. “They All 
Kissed Bride’ (Col) opens tomorrow 
(Thursday). 

State (Loew’s) (3,450; 39-44-55-75- 
99-$1.10)—Married an Angel’ (M-G) 
(2d run) and, on stage, Ray Herbeck, 
Adelaide Moffett and Russell Swann. 
Will be fair at $21,000. Last week, 
‘Beyond Blue Horizon’ (Par) (2d 
run) and Andy Kirk band, Marty 
May, others, weak $19,000. 

Strand (WB) (2,756; 35-55-75-85- 
99-$1.10)—‘Big Shot’ (WB) and 
Jerry Wald orch, plus Judy Canova 
(2d wk). Hit stout $42,000 the first 
week and should do $32,000 on the 
current (2d final) stanza, good. 
‘Wings for Eagle’ (WB) and Charlie 
Barnet’s band come in Friday (31). 


Flatbush’-Andrews Sis 
And Dick Rogers, 226 in 
OK Balto; ‘Juke Girl’ 166 


Baltimore, July 28. 

Continued good action all around. 
Extra sock is the combo Hipp with 
‘It Happened in Flatbush’ leaning 
entirely on p.a. of the Andrews Sis- 
ters and Dick Rogers orch, for one 
of biggest weeks in moons. Also 
strong is ‘Juke Girl’ at the Stanley. 
Remainder of town, including h.o.s, 
are faring equally well. There’s no 
summertime blues in this boom 
town. 

Estimates for This Week 

Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 17- 
28-44-55)-——Crossroads’ (M-G) (2d 
wk). Holding nicely to indicated 
$8,000 after banging out a solid 
$14,700 on first time out. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,240; 
17-25-28-38-44-55-66)—‘Happened in 
Flatbush’ (20th) leaning entirely on 
p.a. of Andrews Sisters and Dick 
Rogers and orch. Biggest week in 
moons figured at a socko $22,000. 
Last week, ‘Sweater Girl’ (Par) 
'aided mostly by Gene Krupa orch, 











| lusty $20,400. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,406; 17- 
| 28-35-40-55)—‘Lady in Jam’ (U). 
| Drawing steady response in spite of 
| some adverse reaction from crix. 
Okay $11,000. Last week, fourth of 
‘Eagle Squadron’ (U) at slightly 
upper prices brought grand total 
for run up to a mighty $51,600. 

Mayfair (Hicks) (980; 20-40)—‘Old 
California’ (Rep) (2d wk). Holding 
nicely to $3,000 after good initial 
sesh at $4,300, better than expected 
for this action film. 

New (Mechanic) (1,581; 17-28-35- 
44)—‘Above All’ (20th) (3d wk). Still 
drawing them with $4,500 possible 
after swell total of $19,400 for pre- 
vious three weeks, extra strong fige 
ures for this limited seater. 

Stanley (WB) (3,286; 17-28-40-55)— 
‘Juke Girl’ (WB). Strong at possi- 
ble $16,000. Last week, ‘Favorite 
Blonde’ (Par) (2d wk), neat $8,800 
after good opening round at $14,400. 

Valencia (Loew’s-UA) (1,450; 17- 
28-44-55) —‘Calling Dr. Gillespie’ 
(M-G). Fairish response for $3,500. 
Last week, moveover of ‘Jackass 
Mail’ (M-G) from downstairs Cen- 
itury, drew a better-than-average 
! $3,100. 











ee a ee OO See Se ne ee eee 

















: 
3 














' 
, 
; 
' 
' 











mate ae 


ae ts renee AOE 





10 PICTURE GROSSES 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, July 29, 1942 





Philly Biz Okay; ‘West Point’ $15,800, 
Good, California, Vaude, Strong 246 





_ 


Philadelphia, July 28. 
The Stanton, one of the key first- 
runners in the Warner chain here, 
reopened Saturday (25) after refur- 


bishing. The house was closed for 
about two weeks. Initial feature is 
‘Saboteur.’ Biz generally okay. 


Estimates for This Week 

Areadia (Sablosky) (600; 45-55-65- 
75)—Reap Wild Wind’ (Par) (2d 
run) (2d wk). Still hefty $5,000. 
Opening of this run netted solid 
$6,000 last week. 

Boyd (WB) (2,569; 35-46-57-68)— 
*Above All’ (20th) (3d wk). Okay 
$12,500. Last week, Eric Knight’s 
thriller drew good $14,000. 

Earle (WB) (2,768; 35-46-57-68-75) 
—Old California’ (Rep) with Bill 
Robinson and Ella Fitzgerald orch. 
Strong $24,000 seen. Last week, ‘Twin 
Beds’ (UA) plus Frankie Masters 
orch and variety show, dropped to 
$17,800, but fair. 

Fox (WB) (2,245; 35-46-57-68)— 

(2d wk). Looks 


‘Big Shot’ (WB) 
$12,000, tolerable. Last week, Bogart 
meller drew nice $18,000. 

Karlton (WB) (1,166; 35-46-57-68) 
—‘Married an Angel’ (M-G) (2d wk). 
Will do no more than $5,800, mild. 
Last week, musical good for $9,500. 


Keith’s (WB) (2,220; 35-46-57-68) 
—Tortilla Flat’ (M-G) (2d run). 
Good $5,000. Last week, ‘Invaders’ 


(Col) (2d run), was $4,000. 
Stanley (WB) (2,916; 35-46-57-68) 


—Gentiemen from Point’ (20th). 
About $15,800 sighted, good. Last 
week, ‘Tortilla Flat’ (M-G) (2d wk), 


$11,000, n.s.g. ‘Mrs. Miniver’ (M-G) 
opens tomorrow (Wed.). 

Stanton (WB) (1,457; 35-46-57-68) 
-—‘Saboteur’ (U). Should do around 
$11,000, okay. 


“Miniver’ Hefty $25,000 
For Two Seattle Spots; 
Flight Lieut.’ $7,500 


Seattle, July 28. 

Neck-and-neck race of ‘Mrs. Mini- 
ver’ on business at the large-seaters, 
Paramount and Fifth Avenue, fea- 
tures present week with former 
slightly in lead. Picture is grabbing 
a wonderful $25,000 for the two 
spots, playing day-and-date. Sure to 
hold over at the Fifth. Marvelous 
exploitation campaign started two 
weeks ago by Vic Gauntlett, ad man- 
ager of the Hamrick - Evergreen 
houses, helped materially in putting 
“Miniver’ across in such a rousing 
manner. Regular admission scale at 
both spots. 

ZaSu Pitts is doing a personal ap- 
pearance at the Palomar with ‘Aunt 
Emma’ on the screen, and scoring 
big biz. ‘Syncopation’ holding for a 
second week at the Music Hall, 
while the Orpheum is strong with 
moveover of ‘Juke Girl.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(850; 30-40-48)—‘Take Letter’ (Par) 
and ‘Sweater Girl’ (Par) (4th wk). 
Good* $3,800. Last week, same pair, 
swell $4,800. 

Fifth Avenue (H-E) (2,349: 30-40- 
58)—‘Mrs. Miniver’ (M-G). Day and 
date with Paramount theatre divid- 
ing the huge biz. Marvelous $12,500. 
Last week (40-58), ‘Gone’ (M-G) (2d 
wk), garnered big $8,100. 

Liberty (J-vH) (1,650; 30-40-58)— 








ean ‘Flight Lieutenant’ (Col) and ‘Man 


Returned Life’ (Col). Big $7,500. 
Last week, ‘Gold Rush’ (UA) (2d 
wk), hot enough with $5,800. 

Music Box (H-E) (800; 30-40-58)— 
*Jackass Mail’ (M-G) and ‘Happened 
in Flatbush’ (20th) (2d wk). Hot 
release from Paramount will get trim 
$4,500. Last week, ‘Cardboard Lover’ 
(M-G) and ‘Whispering Ghosts’ 
(0th) (2d wk), husky $3,700. 

Music Hall (H-E) (2,200; 30-40-58) 
—‘Syncopation’ (RKO) and ‘Falcon 
Takes Over’ (RKO) (2d wk). Slow 
$2,400 in four days. Last week, same 
Pair, good $5,700. 

Orpheum (H-E) (2,600; 30-40-58) 
—Juke Box’ (WB) and ‘I Was 
Framed’ (WB) (2d wk). Good $6,000. 
Last week, magnificent $11,200. 

Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 23-36- 
58)—‘Aunt Emma’ (Mono) and ‘Top 
Sergeant’ (U) plus ZaSu Pitts in 
person. Her p.a. is bolstering the 
take to a nifty $8,800, tall coin for 
this spot. Last week, ‘Home Wyo- 
ming’ (Rep) and ‘Bullet Scars’ (WB) 
with stage show, not so clickeroo at 
$7,200 


Paramount (H-E) (3,039; 30-40-58) 
—‘Mrs. Miniver’ (M-G). Day-and- 
date with Fifth Avenue, will hit 
around $12,500, wonderful and nearly 
same as other house. Last week, 
“Jackass Mail’ (M-G) and ‘Happened 
in Flatbush’ (20th), socko $10,700. 

Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 30-40- 
58)—‘This Our Life’ (WB) (4th wk). 
Good $3,500. Last week, same opus, 
$3.900, big. 

Winter Garden (Sterling) (800; 20- 
30)—‘Courtship Hardy’ (M-G) and 
*‘Saboteurs’ (U) (3d run). Oke $2,- 
700. Last week, ‘Spoilers’ (U) and 
‘Mr. V’ (UA), landed big $3,000. 


| Sweater Girl’ 
fairish $2,500 for a week and the 


‘Big Shot’ Okay $2,800 
Leads Offish Lincoln 


Lincoln, July 28. 

Theatre grosses are presently 
light. ‘Big Shot’ is oke at $2,800 in 
the Varsity. 

Estimates for This Week 

Lincoln (J. H. Cooper-Par) (1,503; 
10-30-44)—‘Wings for Eagle’ (WB) 
split with All-Girl Revue and 
(Par). ‘Wings’ did a 


stage show was slightly above aver- 
age for its three-day run, 

Nebraska (J. H. Cooper-Par) (1,- 
236; 19-20-28)—‘Men of Texas’ (U) 
and ‘On Sunny Side.’ Wasn’t so hot 
at $1,000. Last week, ‘Sunday Punch’ 
(M-G) and ‘Pierre Plains’ (M-G), 


State (Noble-Overman) 986): 10- 
25-30)—‘Stardust on Stage’ (Rep) 
(Rep) and ‘Jimmy Valentine’ 
(Mono). Gene Autry popular as 
usual, $1,300. Last week, ‘Meet 
Stewarts’ (Col) and ‘Confessions of 
Blackie’ (Col), oke $1,000. 
Stuart (J. H. Cooper-Par) (1,859; 
10-30-44)—‘Magnificent Dope’ (20th). 
Slim $1,600. Last week, ‘Lady in Jam’ 
(U), little interest at $1,600. 
Varsity (Noble-Overman) (1,100; 
10-30-44)—‘Big Shot’ (WB). Going to 
strong $2,800. Last week, ‘Yanks 
Trinidad’ (Col), neat $2,500. 


SQUADRON’ 126 
INDPLS. SMASH 


Indianapolis, July 28. 

Business is on the upbeat at all 
downtown theatres this week, with 
a solid line of attractions drawing 
consistently good crowds in spite of 
the sustained heat wave. Top money 
again is going to the band show at 
the Circle, where Sammy Kaye with 
‘Dr. Broadway’ is playing to an esti- 
mated $17,000, smash. ‘Eagle Squad- 
ron,’ single featured at advanced 
prices, is hitting a strong $12,000 at 
the Indiana to lead straight filmers, 

Estimates for This Week 

Circle (Katz-Dolle) (2,600; 30-40- 
55)—Dr. Broadway’ (Par) with 
Sammy Kaye band on stage. Snappy 
jive and ‘Want to Lead a Band?’ 
audience participation stunt pushing 
this to great $17,000. Skinnay En- 
nis’ band with ‘Spitfire Sees Ghost’ 
(RKO) took $14,000, fair, last week. 

Indiana (Katz-Dolle) (3,200; 40-44- 
55)—‘Eagle Squadron’ (U). Headed 
for socko $12,000, exceptional week 
at the Indiana. Slight price tilt. 
Last week, ‘Take Letter’ (Par) and 


‘dull $1,000. 








‘Night New Orleans’ (Par), elicked 
for $8,200 at regular prices. 

Keith’s (Ind) (1,200; 28-44)— 
Vaudeville continues to do steady 
business at old two-a-day house, 
‘Surprise Party’ on stage drawing es- 
timated $4,900, slightly over par, in 
four-day run, plus ‘Escape Hong 
Kong’ (U). Take last week was 
$3,800, with ‘Hit Parade’ on stage and 
‘American Co-Ed’ (UA). 

Loew’s (Loew’s) (2,450; 28-33-44) 
—Married an Angel’ (M-G) and 
‘Maisie Gets Man’ (M-G), Gleaning 
a healthy $9,000. Last week, ‘All 
Kissed Bride’ (Col) and ‘Desperate 
Ellery Queen’ (Col), chalked up fair 
$7,400. 

Lyrie (Katz-Dolle) (1,850; 28-33- 
44)—‘Take Letter’ (Par) and ‘Night 
New Orleans’ (Par). Good $5,000 on 
holdover after first week at Indiana. 
Revivals of ‘Gunga Din’ (RKO) and 
‘King Kong’ (RKO) last week, $4,200. 


‘Miniver’ Leads 
Pitt, Fine $25,000; 
Maisie -Ennis 206 


Pittsburgh, July 28. 

Big noise this week, of course, is 
‘Mrs. Miniver’ at the Penn. Playing 
at advanced prices, it won’t break 
any records because length of show 
prevents too big turnover. But in 
addition to doing all right for itself, 
it’s also helping other downtown 
houses with the inevitable overflow. 
It’ll stick a second stanza and will 
likely play couple of more after at 
moveover houses. 

-Combo of Skinnay Ennis and 
‘Maisie Gets Her Man’ is turning in 
a very satisfactory tak2 for Stanley. 


Estimates for This Week 


Harris (Harris) (2,200; 30-40-55)— 
‘This Above All’ (20th) (3d wk). 
Getting by very decently on latest 
h.o. and no complaints at $4,000 in 
four days. Picture moves over to 
the Senator tomorrow (29) to con- 
tinue downtown first-run, with 
‘Flight Lieutenant’ (Col) opening 
here. Last week, ‘All’ clocked around 
$8,000 and will wind up engagement 








here at better than $26,000, good. 
Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 40-44- 
65)—‘Mrs. Miniver’ (M-G). Doing 


practically all the house will hold. 
Can’t get turnover necessary for a 
house record. Great $25,000 likely. 
Sticks second week here and be- 
tween subsequent h.o. spots, Warner 
and Ritz, should get six or seven 
weeks downtown, Last week, ‘Take 
Letter’ (Par), good $17,000. 

Ritz (WB) (800; 30-40-50)—‘Ship 
Ahoy’ (M-G) (3d wk). Here by the 
usual Penn-Warner-Ritz route, but 








‘Above All-Flying Music’ Big $24,000 
Tops Detroit; Ship Ahoy’ Solid $17,000 





Belgar to Bloomfield, N. J. 


Newark, July 28. 

Harold Belgar, formerly assistant 
manager of the Tivoli, has replaced 
Norman Cohen as manager of the 
Royal, Bloomfield, operated by Rapf 
& Ruden. 

Cohen has joined Bill Goldman, 
Philadelphia operator, as assistant 
manager, 


“Above All’ Way Above 
Others in B’klyn, $20,000 


Brooklyn, July 28. 
Despite continued heatwave, town 
is flocking to RKO Albee this stanza 
to see ‘This Above All.’ Fabian Par- 
amount will emerge with satisfac- 
tory results on ‘Are Husbands Ne- 
cessary?’ and ‘Submarine Raider.’ 


Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,274; 30-40-50-55 )— 
‘This Above All’ (20th) and ‘Spitfire 
Sees Ghost’ (RKO). Booming $20,- 
000. Last week, ‘Magnificent Dope’ 
a and ‘Spoilers’ (U), okay $14,- 

Fox (Fabian) (4,023; 30-40-50-55)— 
‘York’ (WB) and ‘Was Framed’ (WB) 
(2d wk). Nice $11,000 in five days. 
Last week, pair pulled solid $17,000. 

Met (I.oew’s) (3,618; 30-40-50-55)— 
‘Married an Angel’ (M-G) and ‘Twin 
Beds’ (UA). Meagre -$14,000. Last 
week, ‘Ship Ahoy’ (M-G) and ‘Van- 
ishing Virginian’ (M-G) (2d wk), fair 
$14,000. 

Paramount (Fabian) (4,126; 30-40- 
50-55)—"Are Husbands Necessary?’ 
(Par) and ‘Submarine Raider’ (Col), 
good $16,000. Last week, ‘Blue Ho- 








rizon’ (Par) and ‘Sleepy Time Gal’ 
(Rep) (2d wk), sleepy $11,000. 


Detroit, July 28. 

Fresh bills moved into the first- 
runs on a big scale this week to 
maintain Detroit's upbeat on biz. 
Army Show and heat wave are not 
making any noticeable dent. Re- 
fiecting the generally strong box- 
office because of defense coin is the 
new price increase. Matinees are 


tilted from 40c to 50c with 65c con- 
tinued at night. 

Fox is leading this week with 
‘This Above All’ and ‘Flying With 
Music’ although smaller United Art- 
ists is perky with ‘Ship Ahoy’ and 
‘Fingers at the Window.’ 

Estimates for This Week 


Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 50-65)—- 
‘Submarine Raider’ (Col) and “Tough 
As Come’ (U). Sound $8,000. Last 
week, ‘Broadway’ (U) and ‘Private 
Buckaroos’ (U), good $7,000 on 
switchover from Fox. 

Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,000; 50-65) 
—This Above All’ (20th) and ‘Fly- 
ing With Music’ (UA). Big $24,000. 
Last week, ‘Whispering Ghosts’ 
(20th) and Kay Kyser orchestra on 
stage, set new house record with 
$65,200, and slightly over forecast, 


Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; 
50-65)—‘Our Life’ (WB) and ‘Al- 
ways in Heart’ (WB) (2d wk). 
Strong $16,000 indicated after $23,- 
000 in first stanza. 


Palms-State (United Detroit) 
(3,000; 50-65)—‘Big Shot’ (WB) and 
‘Spitfire Sees Ghost’ (RKO). Nice 
$12,000. Last week, ‘Gun for Hire’ 
(Par) (2d wk) and ‘Sweater Girl’ 
(Par), fair $19,000. 


United Artists (United Detroit) 


(2,000; 50-65)—‘Ship Ahoy’ (M-G) 
and ‘Fingers at Window’ (M-G). 
Solid $17,000. Last week, ‘Cross- 





roads’ (M-G) and ‘Affairs Martha’ 
1 (M-G), good $15,000. 





‘Maisie’-Monroe Sockeroo $30,000 In 
D.C; ‘Above All’ ‘Bride’ 226 Apiece 





obviously et itself at the other 
two spots. Looks like around $2,300. 
gaat average for this smallseater. 
ast week, ‘Juke Girl’ (WB) which 
ot here the same way, around 
2,700. 

enator (Harris) (1,750; 30-40-55) 
- “Fly By Night’ (Par) and Re 4 
Sergeant’ (U). About $2,500 in sight, 
fair. Last week, ‘Meet Stewarts’ 
> and ‘Man Wouldn't Die’ (20th), 
Stanley (WB) (3,800; 30-44-55-66) 
—‘Maisie Gets an’ (M-G) and 
Skinnay Ennis band. Okay warm- 
weather cor:bo, picture being a last- 
minute substitute for ‘My Favorite 
Spy’ (RKO). First time on stage for 
Ennis here but radio rep preceded 
him, as g nice $20,000 will testify. 
Last week, Ted Lewis did his usual 
sock biz, around $22,500, with ‘Big 
Shot’ (WB). 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 30-40-55)— 
‘Take Letter’ (Par) and ‘Our Russian 
Front’ (Indie). Latter documentary 
ad"ed to feature, which moved over 
from Penn. Will have to go to hit 
$6,000. fair. Last week, ‘Ship Ahoy’ 
(M-G), also movover from Penn, all 
right at $6,500. 


SQUADRON’ 186 
PACING PROV. 


Providence, July 28. 

Grosses are still séaring and sum- 
mer biz is high. ‘Mrs, Miniver,’ in 
second week at Loew’s State, is still 
tremendous with capacity at each 
showing. ‘Eagle Squadron’ at Ma- 
jestic is another winner biggie. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (2,200; 28-39-50)— 
‘Magnificent Ambersons’ (RKO) and 
‘Yokel Boy’ (R ). Stepping to- 
ward a nice $8,500. Last week, 
‘Gunga Din’ (RKO) and ‘King Kong’ 
(RKO) (reissues) (2d wk), good 
$5,500. 

Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1,300; 28-39- 
50)—‘Big Shot’ (WB) and ‘This Was 
Paris’ (WB) (2d run). Good $3,500. 
Last week, ‘Moontide’ (20th) and 
‘Postman Did Not Ring’ (20th) (2d 
run), same. 

Fay’s (Indie) (1,400; 28-39-50)— 
‘Escape re Hong Kong’ (U) and 
vaude. nly Vaude house in town 
and holding its own with a nice $6,- 
500. Last week, ‘Drums of Congo’ 
(U) and vaude, strong $7,000. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 40-50-55)— 
‘Eagle Squadron’ (U). Slightly 
higher prices than usual will help 
this one to strong $18,000. Last 
week, ‘Big Shot’ (WB) and *This 
Was Paris’ (WB), nifty $14,000. 

State (Loew) (3,200; 35-40-55)— 
‘Mrs. Miniver’ (M-G) (2d wk). A 
big draw with capacity house at 
each show holding promise of a 
great $17,000 aftey skyrocketing to 
cloud-busting $24,500 In first session, 

Strand (Indie) (2,000; 28-39-50)— 
‘Blue Horizon’ (Par) and ‘Torpedo 
Boat’ (Par). Lamour is still a fa- 
vorite hereabouts and house is look- 
ing to nice $11,000. Last week, ‘Gun 
For Hire’ (Par) and ‘Sweetheart 
Fleet’ (Col), neat $9,500. 


‘Above All’ Best Bet In 
Newark, Torrid $21,500 


Newark, July 28. 
‘This Above All,’ at Proctor’s, is 
booming to a mighty $21,500, fol- 
lowed by ‘Big Shot,’ at the Branford, 
also proving a hefty tugger. Both 
slated to hold over. ‘Married An 
Angel’ is average and ‘Reap Wild 
Wind’ is winding up a four-week 
stay with satisfactory returns. 
Estimates for This Week 


Branford (WB) (2,800; 30-55-60-75 ) 
—Big Shot’ (WB) and ‘One Born 
Every Minute’ (U). Bogart pic ter- 
rific draw and heading for brilliant 
$20,000, hold-over biz. Last week, 
‘Wife Takes Flyer’ (Col) and ‘Private 
Buckaroo’ (U), snappy $16,000. 

Capitol (WB) (1,200; 20-28-39-44- 
50)—Tortilla Flat’ (M-G) and ‘Lady 
Gangster’ (WB). Sturdy $3,100. Last 
week, “Take Letter’ (Par) and ‘Mur- 
der Big House’ (WB), warm $2,900. 

Paramount (Adams Par) 2,000; 25- 
35-44-55-75) —‘Reap Wild Wind’ 
(Par) (4th wk). Drawing oke $7,000 in 
final stanza after warm $12,000 last 
week. 

Proctor’s (RKO) (3,400; 35-44-60- 
70-85)—This Above All’ (20th) 
and ‘Spitfire at Sea’ (RKO). Build- 
ing up to torrid $21,500 on strength 
of crix raves plus two nights of 











vaude, Last week, ‘Magnificent 
Dope’ (20thy and ‘Favorite Spy’ 
(RKO), oke $17,500, bolstered by 


three nights of vaude. 
State (Loew’s) (2,600: 30-40-50-65- 
75)—Married An Angel’ (M-G) and 





—— 


Washington, July 28. 

Vaughn Monroe’s band on stage 
with ‘Maisie Gets Her Man’ gave the 
Capitol theatre its biggest opening 
day in history. Socko combination 
will hit $30,000, sockeroo. But gross 
will not be record breaking because 
at least 5,000 servicemen will see the 
show at cut rates. 

Other downtown houses are in the 
prosperity groove with ‘This Above 
All’ clicking solidly at the Palace, 
and Crawford-Douglas in ‘They All 
Kissed the Bride’ rolling up fancy 
coin at the Earle. ‘Magnificent Am- 
bersons’ eased off after critics split 
on its merits. Got a healthy opening 
week at Keith’s and earned the hold- 
over, which will be limited to six 
days because of the reserved seat 
preem for ‘Pride of the Yankees’ on 
Wednesday night. House sold out 
for this premiere. 

Estimates for This Week 

Capitol (Loew? (3,434; 28-39-44-66) 
—‘Maisie Gets Her Man’ (M-G) with 
Vaughn Monroe’s band on stage, 
Headed for a sénsational $30,000 with 
pull divided between orchestra and 
Red Skelton in film. “Latter great 
favorite here. Last week, ‘Tarzan’s 
N. Y. Adventure’ (M-G) with Jimmy 
Dorsey’s band on stage, scorching 
$29,000. 

Columbia (Loew) (1,234: 29-44)— 
‘Moontide’ (20th). Solid $6,500. Last 
week, ‘Gentlemen from Point’ (20th), 
good $6,000. 

Earle (WB) (2,216; 28-39-44-66)— 
‘All Kissed Bride’ (Col) with stage 
show. Walloping $22,000 in sight. 
Last week, ‘Wings for Eagle’ (WB) 
with Billy Houre’s crazy show on 
stage, also $22,00.. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,830: 40-50-65)— 
‘Magnificent Ambersons’ (RKO). 
Started sensationally, but eased off 
after critics divided. Solid $12,000 on 
first week and on the holdover this 
week of six days will annex $8,000. 

Metropolitan (WB) (1,600; 28-44) 
—Wings for Eagle’ (WB). Brought 
here after healthy takeoff at Earle. 
Will nab $8,500. Last week, ‘True to 
Army’ (Par). Slugged by the erit- 
ics but attracted a nice $7,000. 

Palace (Loew) (2,242: 28-55)-——‘This 


Above Ali’ (20th). In the money 
from the start, blazing $22,000. Last 
week, ‘Take Letter’ (Par), second 


week got $15,000, making a rousing 
$35,000 for the fortnight. 


Whiteman-Frisco Lil’ 
Big $12,000, 6 Days In 
K. C.; ‘Letter’ Sturdy 106 


Kansas City, July 28. 

Top attractions currently are Paul 
Whiteman orch with ‘Frisco Lil’ at 
the Tower, and ‘Take a Letter, Darl- 
ing’ at the Newman. Following his 
appearance at the local Bonds for 
Victory rally last Friday, Whiteman 
opened at the Tower on Saturday 
for a six-day week and will hit a 
buxom figure. ‘Take a Letter’ is 
good solo in the Newman and will 
holdover. 

‘Eagle Squadron’ in the Esquire 
and Uptown of Fox Midwest con- 
tinues flying high on its second ses- 
sion. Hit finest total in two seasons 
last week and will better most first 
stanzas on present week. 

Estimates for This Week 

Esquire and Uptown (Fox Mid- 
west) (820 and 2,043; 11-40-55)— 
‘Eagle Squadron’ (U) (2d wk.). Cur- 
rently running near $9,000, extra 
fine and better than most first weeks. 
Last week, film ran a combo of 
$15,700 in both houses, near record 
and finest gross in two seasons. 

Midland (Loew’s) (3,500; 11-30-44) / 





—‘Tarzan’s N. Y. Adventure’ (M-G) 
and ‘Sweethearts Fleet’ (Col). Get- 
ting heavy play from juves and 
regular Tarzan gross, $8,000. Last 


week, ‘Mrs. Miniver’ (M-G) (3d wk), 
turned in $8,000, very good. 

Newman (Paramount) (1,900; 11- 
30-44)—"Take Letter’ (M-G). Started 
strong and headed for $10,000, big 
money, and holdover. Last week, 
‘Our Life’ (WB) (2d wk.), pleasant 
$6,000, above expectations. 

Orpheum (RKO) (1,600; 11-30-44) 
—‘Big Shot’ (WB) and ‘Old Califor- 
nia’ (Rep). Bettering average for 
$7,000. Last week, ‘Magnificent Am- 
bersons’ (RKO) and ‘Sweater Girl’ 
(Par), strong $7,500. 

Tower (Fox-Joffee) (2,110; 11-30- 
50)—‘Frisco Lil’ (U) with Paul 
Whiteman and band on stage for 
six-day week from Saturday open- 
ing. Big draw here and $12,000 on 
short week is exceptional, Last 
week, ‘Whispering Ghosts’ (20th) 
and ‘Through Different Eyes’ (20th) 
with vaude for eight days, $8,500, 
satisfactory. 





‘Nazi Agent’ (M-G). Femme con- 
tingent is helping this to $14,500, 
average. Last week, ‘Ship Ahoy 


(M-G) and ‘Kid Glove Killer’ (Col) 
(2d wk), smart $13,500. 
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Miniver’ Smash $25,000 in Frisco: 


‘Ambersons -Phil 


Regan Big 196, 2d 








San Rvtaninee, July < 

‘Mrs. Miniver’ is in town, creating 
a aoe mene stir at the Warfield, 
where the take has been lifted to the 
$25,000 level. Other houses continue 
healthy. ‘Magnificent Ambersons 
with Phil Regan heading stage show 
is strong $19,000 on its second weék 
at the Golden Gate, 

‘Eagle Squadron still clicko on its 
fifth week at the Orpheum. 

Estimates for This Week 

x (F-WC) (5,000; 35-40-55)— 
saheiata Gets Man’ (M-G) and ‘Old 
California’ (Rep). Satisfactory $16,- 
000. Last week, ‘Jackass Mail’ (M-G) 
and ‘Fingers at Window (M-G ) 
hefty, $21,000. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 40-44- 
65) — ‘Magnificent Ambersons 
(RKO) and stage show headed by 
Phil Regan (2d wk). Second ses- 
sion is grossing a strong $19,000. 
Last week, $24,000, terrific. 

rpheum (Blumenfeld) (2,440; 50- 
65) Eagle Squadron’ (U) and 
‘About Face’ (UA) (5th wk). In its 
fifth and last round, this combo is 
still clicking at $8,400. Last week, 
$11,100, great. 

Paramount (F-WC) (2,470; 35-40- 
55)—‘Blue Horizon’ (Par) and ‘Mur- 
der Big House’ (WB). Substantial 
$16,000. Last week, ‘I Married 
Angel’ (M-G) and ‘Pacific Rendez- 
vous’ (M-G), big $16,000. 

St. Francis (F-WC) (1,475; 35-40- 
55)-—‘Jackass Mail’ (M-G) and ‘Fin- 
gers at Window’ (M-G). (Second 
week on Market St.) Big slump on 
this moveover, dropping it to $6,500. 

ast week, ‘Juke Girl’ (WB) and 
aerue to Army’ (Par) (third session 
on Market), $5,500, good for move- 
over. 

United Artists (WjA-Blumenfeld) 
(1,100; 35-40-55)—‘Annie Rooney’ 
(UA) and ‘Blondie’s Blessed Event 
(Col). This combo pulled a sur- 
prise at $11,000. Last week, ‘Real 
Glory’ (UA) (reissue) and ‘So’s 
Aunt Emma’ (M-G) (2d wk), nice 
$5,800. 

Warfield (F-WC) (2,650; 35-40-55) 
—Mrs. Miniver’ (M-G). They’re 
opening their doors at 9:45 a.m., and 
running a complete show after 11 
p.m. to accommodate crowds. Smash 
$25,000. Last week, ‘Great Man’s 
Lady’ (Par) and ‘Happened Flat- 
bush’ (20th), oke $14,500, 


‘Syncopation’ Boosted 
By Ozzie Nelson to Huge 
196, Mpls. ‘Row’ 136 


Minneapolis, July 28. 

A powerful array of attractions 
again is sending aggregate loop biz 
skyrocketing, and there’s no inter- 
ruption in current theatrical pros- 
perity. Biggest magnet is Ozzie Nel- 
son and Harriet Hilliard on the Or- 
pheum stage, teamed with ‘Syncopa- 
tion.” Playing their initial visit here, 
Nelson’s outfit is helped by the cur- 
rent yen for flesh fare. Smash $19,- 
000 likely. 

‘Kings Row,’ at the State, is the 
week’s outstanding film, grabbing a 
surprisingly high total. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aster (Par-Singer) (900; 17-28)-— 
‘Butch Minds Baby’ (U) and ‘Grand 
Central Murder’ (M-G), first runs. 
Headed for big $1,600 in four days. 
“Marie Roget’ (U) and ‘Mad Martin- 
dales’ (20th), also first runs, opened 
Tuesday (28). Last week, ‘Lady 
Gangster’ (WB) and ‘Bashful Bache- 
lor’ (RKO), blah $1,400 in five days. 

Century (P-S) (1,600; 30-40-50)— 
‘This Above All’ (20th) (2d wk). 
Highly praised picture. Good $5,500 
indicated after first week at State. 
Last week. ‘Tortilla Flat’ (M-G) (2d 
wk). swell $5,000 on top of terrific 
$12,000 first week. 

Gopher (P-S) (1,000: 28-30)—‘Fa- 
vorite Spy’ (RKO). Mixed reaction 
on this one, but it’s in good spot to 
pull the jitterbug element. Nice 
$3,000. Last week, ‘Kildaire’s Vic- 
tory’ (M-G), light $2,500. 

Orpheum (P-S) (2,800; 39-44-55)— 
‘Syncopation’ (RKO) and Ozzie Nel- 
son band. Harriet Hilliard on stage. 
Fresh line-up is impressive. First 
time here for Nelson and Miss Hil- 
liard and they're registering well. 
Smash $19,000 anticipated. Last 
week. ‘Ship Ahoy’ (M-G) and stage 








band and male chorus from Navy. 


air base here, fine $10,000. 

; State (P-S) (2,400: 30-40-50)— 
Kings Row’ (WB). Raves for this 
One. Zooming towards great $13,000. 
Last week. ‘This Above All’ (20th). 
big $11,500. 

Uptown (Par) (1.100; 30-40)—‘Take 
Letter’ (Par). First’ neighborhood 
showing. Hitting good $3.500. Last 
$3000 ‘This Our Life’ (WB), oke 
.Woerld (Par-Steffes) (350: 3Q-40-50- 
55)—‘Suicide Squadron’ (Rep). For- 
eign-made picture is being praised. 
Big $3.500. Last week, ‘Always in 
Heart’ (WB), fair $2,000. 


Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
ED, . ¢6o-a00000 0.2 $342,700 
(Based on 12 theatres) 

Total Gross Same Week 
Be ee oo. h cue cain $266,500 
(Based on 12 theatres) 


‘ABOVE ALL’ 156 
CINCY TOPPER 


Cincinnati, July 28. 

Paced by ‘This Above All,’ which 
is racking up a wham mark for the 
Palace, business currently is in the 
same pleasing summer pitch as last 
week. ‘Beyond Blue Horizon’ ig so- 
so at the Albee. Lyric is above par 
with combo revival of ‘Gunga Din’ 
and ‘King Kong.’ 

Runs on ‘Mrs. Miniver’ in the Cap- 


itol and ‘Eagle Squadron’ at the 
Grand are holding strong. 
Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,300; 33-40-50)— 
‘Blue Horizon’ (Par). Fair $10,000. 
Last week, ‘Take Letter’ (Par), eight 
days, very good $13,500. 

Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 17-40-44- 
60)*"Mrs. Miniver’ (M-G) (4th wk). 
Wham $8,500. Last week (3d), big 
$11,000 and holding indef. 

Family (RKO) (1,000; 17-28)— 
‘Powder Town’ (RKO) and ‘Come 
on Danger’ (RKO), split with ‘Home 
Wyoming’ (Rep) and ‘Westland 
Case’ (PRC). Normal $2,000. Ditto 
last week for ‘Falcon Takes Over’ 
(RKO) and ‘Hello Annapolis’ (Col), 
divided with ‘Escape Hong Kong’ 
(U) and ‘Aunt Emma’ (Mono). 

Grand (RKO) (1,430; 40-44-60)— 
‘Eagle Squadron’ (U) (2d wk). Fine 
$7,000 after last week’s smash $12,- 
000 for theatre’s tallest take since 
last year’s opening. 

Keith’s (Libson) (1,500; 33-40-50) 
—Take Letter’ (Par). Moveover 
from Albee for second stanza. Fair 
$4,000. Last week, ‘Magnificent 
Dope’ (20th) (2d run), mild $3,500. 

Lyrie (RKO) (1,400; 28-33-42)— 
‘Gunga Din’ (RKO) and ‘King Kong’ 
(RKO) (revivals). Surprisingly 
good $5,000. Last week, ‘Annie 
Rooney’ (UA) (2d run), $2,500, no 
dice. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 33-40-50)— 
‘This Above All’ (20th). Socko $15,- 
000. Last week, ‘Magnificent Am- 
bersons’ (RKO), poor $7,500. 


‘HORIZON’-‘SWEATER’ 
NIFTY $9,000, L’VILLE 


Louisville, July 28. 
Looks like one of the best b.o. 
weeks of the summer. Far and away 
in front of all opposish is ‘Beyond 
Blue Horizon’ and ‘Sweater Girl’ at 
the Rialto. Should cop fine $9,000. 
Couple of reissues, ‘Gunga Din’ and 


























‘King Kong’ at the Strand are 
smacking through for a fine take. 


Estimates for This Week 


Brown (Fourth Avenue-Loew’s) 
(1,400; 15-30-40)—‘This Above All’ 
(20th). Doing okay as a single, with 
several war shorts on accompanying 
bill. It’s aiming at satisfactory $2,500 
on moveover from Rialto. Last 
week, ‘Lady in Jam’ (U) and ‘Escape 
Hong Kong’ (U), light $1,700 on 
moveover. 

™entucky (Switow) (1,250: 15-25) 
—‘Honky Tonk’ (M-G) and ‘Tuttles 
Tahiti’ (RKO). Oke $1,800. Last 
week, ‘Tarzan’s Secret Treasure’ 
(M-G) and ‘Twin Beds’ (UA), split 
with ‘Dumbo’ (RKO) and 
Dancing’ (*~-G), nice $1,700. 

Loew’s State (Loew's) (3,300; 15- 
30-40)—‘Mrs. Miniver’ (M-G) (3d 
wk). This is about the second time 
in the history of the house that a 
pic has held over for third week. 
Continuing to pull _ consistently 
steady for satisfactory $6,500. Last 
week same pic did nice $7,500. 

Mary Anderson (Libson) (1,000: 
15-30-40 )—‘Big Shot’ (WB). Reaping 
on favorable comments on work of 
Humphrey Bogart. Fine $5,000. Last 
week, ‘Juke Girl’ (WB) (3d wk), 
okay $2,800 on final stanza. 

Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3.400; 15- 
30-40)—“Blue Horizon’ (Par) and 
‘Sweater Girl’ (Par). This is a pair 
which appeals to masses. Bulk of 
the patrons were service men in 
town for a respite from their train- 
ing, duties at Fort Knox. Tremend- 
ous weekend will help boost take to 
virile $9,000. Last week, ‘This- Above 
All’ (20th), fine $8,000 and move- 
over. 

Strand (Fourth Avenue) (3,400; 
15-30-40)—‘Gunga Din’ (RKO) and 
‘King Kong’ (RKO) (reissues), 
They’re buying this pair of oldies. 
Solid $5,000. Last week, ‘Whispering 
Ghosts’ (20th) and ‘Through Differ- 
ent Eyes’ (20th), medium $3,000. 


MAGNIFICENT DOPE’ 
ROUSING $8,500, PORT. 


Portland, Ore, July 28. 
‘Maisie Gets Her Man’ is provinga 
winner at the Broadway, but ‘Mag- 
nificent Dope’ has the town's top 
money at the Paramount. Holdovers 
are strong, ‘Mrs. Miniver’ being best 
in its third stanza at the UA. 


Estimates fer This Week 


Broadway (Parker) (1,900: 35-40- 
50)—‘Maisie Gets Man’ (M-G) and 
‘Pierre Plains’ (M-G). Strong $8,000. 
Last week, “Tarzan’s N. Y. Adven- 
ture’ (M-G) and ‘Fingers at Win- 
dow’ (M-G). went better than ex- 
pected, high $8,000. 

Mayfair (Parker - Evergreen) (1,- 
500; 35-40-50)—‘All Kissed Bride’ 
(Col), moved from Paramount for 
second week, with freshener ‘Suicide 
Squadron’ (Rep). Good $5,000. Last 
week, “This Our Life’ (WB) and 
‘Dangerously Live’ (WB), closed a 
fourth winning week for $4,500. 

Orpheum (Hamrigk - Evergreen ) 
(1,800; 35-40-50)—“Take Letter’ (Par) 
and ‘Happened in Flatbush’ (20th). 
Still riding high in a fourth week 
for great $6,000, Third week, grand 
$6,900. 

Paramount (H-E) (3,000: 35-40-50) 
— ‘Magnificent Dope’ (20th) and 
‘Submarine Raider’ (Col). Looks like 
strong $8,500. Last week, ‘All Kissed 
Bride’ (Col) and ‘Atlantic Convoy’ 
(Col), good $7,900, and ‘Bride’ moved 
to Mayfair. , 

‘United Artists’ (Parker) (900: 35- 
40-50)—‘Mrs. Miniver’ (M-G). Roil- 
ing up a tremendous $7,500 in a third 
stanza. Second week fell off almost 
imperceptibly, making terrific $19,- 
000 for two weeks. 








Miniver’ Snappy $62,000 Playing 


Five L. A. Spots: 
39Gin2 Houses, 


‘Squadron’ Terrif 
Wings 20Gin2d Wk. 





‘Were | 





Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Grosy 
en, SOS... case wewee $2,148,600 
(Based on 27 cities, 170 thea- 
tres, chiefiy first runs, mcruding 
Fa 





Total Gross Same Week 
Last Year............$1,413,50@ 
(Based on 27 cities, 172 theatres) 


TAKE LETTER 
196 IN HUB 








Boston, July 28. 

Heat wave, holdovers, and fair 
bills, are making takes on the dull 
side this week. Weekend biz picks 
up in town but start of open air con- 
certs on the Charles River (Boston 
Symphony players) is attracting a 
share of trade which might have 
gone to theatres. 


Estimates fer This Week 


Boston (RKO) (3,200: 30-44-55- 
60)—‘Broadway’ (U) and ‘Sing Wor- 
ries Away’ (RKO). Aiming for a 
satisfactory $14,000. Last week, 
‘Lady in Jam’ (U) and ‘Man 
Wouldn't Die’ (Fox), $12,500, fair. 

Fenway (M & P) (1,373; 30-44-60) 
—Gun for Hire’ (Par). Brought in 
from the Met and ‘Mokey’ (M-G). 
Picking up probable $5,000, slow. 
Last week, ‘Big Shot’ (WB) and 
‘This Time Keeps’ (M-G) $5,500, so- 
so. 
Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,900; 30- 
44-55-60 )—Eagle Squadron’ (U) and 
‘You're Telling Me’ (U) (3d wk). 
Skidded to $14,500 in third sesh. 
Last week, same bill hit $18,500, 
nifty. 

Metropolitan (M & P) (4,367; 30- 
44-55-60) —'Take Letter’ (Par) and 
‘Henry, Dizzy’ (Par). Ambling to- 
ward $19,000, satisfying. Last week, 
Benny Goodman orch and ‘Gun 
Hire’ (Par) rang bell for $38,000. 


Orpheum (Loew) (2,900: 30-40-50- 
60)—Tarzan’s N. Y. Adventure’ 
(M-G) and ‘Kid Glove Killer’ (Col). 
Pacing around $20,000, solid. Last 
week, ‘Cardboard Lover’ (M-G) and 
‘Maisie’ (M-G), $20,500, fine. 

Paramount (M & P) (1,800; 30-44- 
60)—‘Gun Hire’ (Par) and ‘Mokey’ 
(Par) will pull $11,000, good. Last 
week, ‘Big Shot’ (WB) and ‘Time 
For Keeps’ (M-G) drew $12,000, 
favorable. 

State (Loew) (3,600: 30-40-50-60) 
—Tarzan’s N. Y. Adventure’ (M-G) 
and ‘Kid Glove Killer’ (Col). Stack- 
ing up $15,000, oke. Last week, 
‘Cardboard Lover’ (M-G) and 
‘Maisie’ (M-G), nice $14,000. 

Translux (Translux) (900; 17-28-44- 
55) — ‘Rubber Racketeers’ (Mono) 
and ‘Lost Patrol’ (RKO). Good $3,- 
000. Last week, ‘Death Cell’ (Mono) 
and ‘Dr. Cyclops’ (Par), fine $3,200. 





NATIONAL BOXOFFICE SURVEY 


Bookings of Newer Releases Slow, But ‘Miniver,’ ‘Eagle’ 





In Numerous Spots, Doing Big 


Numerous pictures that have been available for some 
time are being spread around on various additional 
dates, while newer releases are comparatively slow 
Among films of more recent vintage 
that appear to be penetrating the country’s keys faster 
(M-G) and 
Both are doing extremely well. 

‘Miniver,’ heading for a big $94,000 in its eighth 
New York week, will do a great $25,000 in Pittsburgh 
and a whopper $62,000 in no less than five Los Angeles 
In two Seattle theatres a sock $25;000 is 
looked for, while in several other keys where ‘Mini- 
ver’ is on holdover (fourth week in some spots), it Is 


on bookings. 


than others are ‘Mrs. Miniver’ 


Squadron’ (U). 


houses. 


mopping up. 


Likewise, ‘Squadron’ is getting holdovers and stand- 
It’s in its fifth week in 
San Francisco, the fourth in N. Y., third in Boston and 
newcomer 
Angeles, where day-dating in two houses, it augurs 
a swell $39,000, while in Providence it should get a 


ing up strongly everywhere. 


second in other situations. A 


strong $18,000 in the first week. 


‘Beyond the Blue Horizon,’ fresh from the Para- 
mount mill, will get a fine $16,500 in St. Louis, best 
there: a good $16,000 in Frisco, nice $11,000, Provi- 





dence, and nifty $9,000 in Louisville, 


only a fair $10,000 at Cincinnati. 





holdover. 
‘Eagle 


stanza there. 


in Los day holdover. 


Going into several new first-run engagements this 
week, ‘Big Shot’ 
Detroit; hot $18,000, Jersey City; bright $20,000, New- 
ark, all on first weeks, and a goed $32,000 in N. Y. on 


(WB) should fetch a nice $12,000, 


Another summer godsend for exhibitors appears to 
be ‘This Above All’ (20th). 
$24,000 for it, while Cincinnati hails it as -a socko 
$15,000, and Washington, a blazing $22,000. 
big in Newark, Brooklyn and Baltimore, while main- 
taining fine pull on its holdover in N. Y. 

A new one from Warners, ‘Wings For the Eagle,’ 
is doing well on a moveover at St. Louis and on hold- 
over in Los Angeles. 
which has been spotty so far, is reported as nice in 
Providence currently and big in Frisco on its second 
It's also o.k. in Washington on a six- 


Detroit reports a big 


It is also 


‘Magnificent Amkersons’ (RKO), 


‘Lady in Jam’ (U) is solid in Chicago and okay in 
Balto, ‘Ten Gentlemen West Point’ (20th) looks strong 


in Chicago, ‘They All Kissed Bride’ (Col) heads for 


but is managing 


big biz in both Memphis and Washington; ‘Syncopa- 
tion’ (RKO) is the Minneapolis topper; ‘Annie Rooney’ 
(UA) suggests a surprise take in Frisco, ‘This Gun For 
Hire’ (Par), tall in Buffalo, and ‘Maisie Gets Her Man’ 


(M-G) is no less than sensational in Washington. 


| 
Los Angeles, July 28. 

Playing simultaneousiy in five 
West Coast first-runs, ‘Mrs. Miniver’ 
is catching a whopping $62,000 at the 
State, Chinese, Carthay Circle, Wil- 
shire, and United Artists, trade be- 
ing rated 50% better than normal for 
each house in the day-dating group. 
Picture stays only one week at the 
State and Chinese, but continues at 
the other three theatres as long as 
trade holds up. 

Continued heat is not affecting 
‘Eagle Squadron’ either, with a 
strong $39,000 registered in twe 
houses, Pantages and the Hillstreet. 
Warners’ Hollywood and Downtown 
continued nicely with ‘Wings for the 
Eagle’ in the second week, with a 
good $20,000 likely. ‘Lady in a Jam’ 
at the two Paramount theatres is 
fairly good with $16,700, film being 
on third session at Par downtown 
house and second week at other. 


Estimates for This Week 


Carthay Circle (F-WC) (1,516; 35- 
44-55-65-75)—"Mrs. Miniver’ (M-G). 
This house and four others on soio 
policy currently with ‘Miniver.’ Will 
do hefty $8,500 here. Special $5.50 
preem here Wednesday night (22) 
for benefit of Volunteer Army Can- 
teen Service netted $7,030. Last 
week, ‘Gentlemen from Point’ (20th) 
and boyy Agent Japan’ (20th) (3d 
wk), $1,500. 

Chinese (Grauman-WC) (2,034; 33- 
44-55-65-75 )—‘Miniver’ (M-G). Head- 
ing for a fine $15,500. Last week, 
‘Tarzan’s N. Y. Adventure’ (M-G) 
and ‘Pacific Rendezvous’ (M-G), light 
$7,000. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800; 33-44-55- 
65-75)—‘Wings for Eagle’ (WB) (24 
wk). Strong weekend biz is expected 
to keep this hopping with $11,000. 
First week soared to great $16,500. 

Four Star (UA-WC) (900; 33-44-55- 
65)—‘Ships With Wings’ (UA). 
Should do an all-right $2,300. Last 
week, ‘Friendly Enemies’ (UA) and 
short, faded to $1,500. 

Hawaii (G&S) (1,100: 33-44-55-65- 
75)—‘Orders from Tokyo’ (Indie) 
and ‘Our Russian Front’ (Indie). 
Timeliness of this duo will account 
for moderate $2,600. Last week, 
‘Annie Rooney’ (UA) and ‘She’s -in 
Army’ (Mono) (3d wk), oke $2,400. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 33-44-55- 
65-75)—"Wings for Eagle’ (WB) (2d 
wk). Heading for a smooth $9,000 
following nice opening sesh of $14,- 
500. 

Orpheum (D'town) (2;200; 33-44-55- 
65 )—‘Scattergood Rides High’ (RKO) 
and ‘Murder Big House’ (WB), with 
Frank Fay heading stage show. Light 
$11,800 in the offing. Last week, 
‘Mad Martindales’ (20th) and ‘Lady 
Gangster’ (UA) with Al Pearce on 
stage, garnered $14,000, only fair 
considering cost of the stage show. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,812; 44-55-65-85) 
—Eagle Squadron’ (U). Took off to 
a good start, auguring a healthy $18,- 
000. Last week, ‘Ambersons’ (RKO) 
(2d wk), and ‘Desperate Ellery 
Queen’ (Col), meagre $9,700. 

Paramount (F&M) (3,596; 33-44- 
55-65-75 )—‘Lady in Jam’ (U) (3d wk) 
and ‘Blue Horizon’ (Par) (2d wk). 
Around $11,000 in prospect. Last 
week pulled an okay $16,000. 

Paramount Hollywood (F&M) (1,- 
409: 44-55-65-75)—‘Lady in Jam’ (U) 
(2d wk). Will wind up with a slim 
$5,700. Last week, posted fair $8,000. 

RKO-Hillstreet (RKT) (2,872; 33- 
44-55-65)—‘Eagle Squadron’ (U)., 
Geared for sock $21,000. Last week, 
‘Ambersons’ (RKO) (2d wk}, and 
‘Desperate Ellery Queen’ (Col), just 
managed $9,000. 

State (Loew-WC) (2,204: 33-44-55- 
65-75)—‘Mrs. Miniver’ (M-G). At- 
tracting same great biz as in related 
stands with strong $19,000 in sight. 
Last week, ‘Tarzan’s N. Y. Advene- 
ture’ (M-G) and ‘Pacific Rendezvous’ 
(M-G), weak $11,700. 

United Artists (UA-WC) (2,100: 33- 
44-55-65)—‘Miniver’ (M-G). Hefty 
$9,000 on the way. Last week, ‘Card- 
board Lover’ (M-G) and ‘Grand Cen- 
tral’ (M-G), limv $2,750. 

Wilshire (F-WC) (2,296: 33-44-55- 
65)—‘Miniver’ (M-G). The lines are 
forming here, too. Reaching for bi 
$10,000. Last week, ‘Cardboard Love 
(M-G) and ‘Grand Central’ (M-G), 
slow $4,300. 


Clark Young Sells Out 


Bowling Green, O., July 28. 

Clark Young has sold the leases 
holds of the Cla-zell and Lyric thea- 
tres at Bowling Green to Carl 
Schwind, Cygnet, O. Both houses 
were returned to Young as a result 
of the decree divesting the Schine 
chain of 16 theatres. 

Jack Armstrong, manager in charge 
of both houses under both the Young 
and Schine reins, is remaining to 
manage them for Schwind. 
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To meet the need of every“American to)learn, to know, 
to feel, and to keep ‘aflame in his heart everything that‘is 
American and means America, RKO Radio Pictures takes 
pride in presenting — 


“This is America.” 
The vital, moving, challenging ‘story of America . . . its 


people, its machines, its heart and soul ... its courage, its 
hopes, its fears, its dreams. 


It is not journalism, but it is related to ‘reporting .. . It is 
truth that has its roots in the deepest-human emotions. 


lt is— America. 


It is a living story that cries to be told. . . ‘and it. will be 
told -frankly, authoritatively, dramatically -— and with such 
powerful appeal that we believe it will become the most dis- 
cussed subject the theatres of America have ever presented. 


“THIS IS AMERICA” will be released every four. weeks, 
each subject two reels. 
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EXPLOITATION 13 





FILM BOOKING CHART 


(For information of theatre and film exchange bookers Variety presents 

a complete chart of feature releases of all the American distributing com- 

panies for the current quarterly period. Date of reviews as given in 
Variety and the running time of prints are included.) 


Key to Type Abbreciations: M—Melodrama; C—Comedy; CD—Comedy- 
Drama; W—Western; D—Drama; RD—Romantic Drama; MU—Musical., 
Figures herewith indicate date of Vaniery’s review and running time. 








—_—— 


WEEK OF RELEASE—5/28/42 





—_— 


Meet the Stuarts (Col) 5/20 CD 72 W. Holden-F, Dee 
Pown Texas Way (Mono) Ww B. Jones-T. McCoy 
In Old California (Rep) 6/10 W 8% J. Wayne-B. Barnes 
Stardust On The Sage (Rep) 5/27 WwW 65 G. Autry-S. Burnett 
The Cyclone Kid (Rep) w D. Barry-L. Merrick 
Falcon Takes Over (RKO) 5/6 M 62 G. Sanders-L. Bari 
Moontide (20th) 4/22 CD 9% J. Gabin-I. Lupino 
Miss Annie Rooney (UA) 5/27 CD %84 §S. Temple-W. Gargan 
Juke Girl (WB) 4/8 M 9 A. Sheridan-R. Regan 
Sweater Girl (Par) 5/6 MU 77 E. Bracken-J, Preisser 





WEEK OF RELEASE—6/4/42 





Submarine Raider (Col) 

We Were Dancing (M-G) 1/21 
One Thrilling Night (Mono) 7/1 
Come on Danger (RKO) 12/31 
Moonlight Masquerade (Rep) 
Tough As They Come (U) 

Lady Gangster (WB) 4/8 


J. Howard-M. Chapman 
93 N. Shearer-N. Coward 
69 J. Beal-W. McKay 

T. Holt-F. Neal 

D. O’Keefe-B. Kean 

, 3B. Halop-B. Dunsley 

62 F. Emerson-J. Bishop 
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WEEK OF RELEASE—6/11/42 











They All Kissed the Bride (Col) 6/3 CD 86 M. Dougias-J. Crawford 
My Favorite Spy (RKO) 5/6 MU 85 K. Kyser-E. Drew 
Thru Different Eyes (20th) 6/3 M 67 F.Craven-M. Howard 
Private Buckaroo (U) 6/3 MU 68 Andrews Sis.—J. E. Lewis 
Danger in the Pacific (U) M D. Terry-L. Carrillo 
Silver Bullet (U) w J. MacBrown-F. Knight 
The Big Shot (WB) 6/3 RD 82 H. Bogart-J. Manning 
The Magnificent Dope (20th) 6/3 CD 8 4H. Fonda-D. Ameche 
Beyond the Blue Horizon (Par) 5/6 M 77 D. Lamour-R. Denning 
WEEK OF RELEASE 6/18/42 
Parachute Nurse (Col) 1/29 M 63 M. Chapman-P. Clark 
Riders of The N ds (Col) w C. Starrett-R. Hayden 
Powder Town (RKO) 5/13 cD 73 Y. MacLagien-E. O’Brien 
Lcdy In A Jam (U) 17/1 C 83 I. Dunne-P. Knowles 
Phantom mer (Rep) w B. Steel-T. Tyler 
Tarzan’s N. ¥. Adventure (M-G) 4/15 M 7 J, Weismuller-M, O’Hara 





WEEK OF RELEASE—6/25/42 
Rubber Racketeers (Mone) 1/1 





M 65 RK. Cortez-R. Hudson 


Mexican Spitfire Sees Ghost (RKO 5/3 C WW UL. Velez-E. Errol 

Ten Gentlemen West Point (20th) 6/3 RD 104 G. Montgomery-M. O’Hara 
There’s One Born Every Minute (U) C 60 H. Herbert-T. Brown 

I Married An Angel (M-G) 5/20 MU 83 J. MacDonald-N. Eddy 
Her Cardboard Lover (M-G) 5/27 CD 93 N. Shearer-R. Taylor 
Maizie Gets Her Man (M-G) 5/27 C 85 A. Sothern-R. Skelton 
The Gay Sisters (WB) 6/3 M 108 B. Stanwyck-G. Brent 
Friendly Enemies (UA) 6/24 C 95 C. Winninger-C. Ruggles 








WEEK OF RELEASE 7/2/42 





Lure of the Islands (Mono) M M., 
Sons of the Pioneers (Rep) w R 
Postman Didn’t (20th) 6/3 Cc 
Deep im Heart of Texas (U) > 
Sergeant York (WB) 7/2/41 


Hart 
. Rogers-G, Hays 
68 R. Travis-B. Joyce 

¢ R. Stock-B. Crawford 
RD 134 G. Cooper-J. Leslie 





WEEK OF RELEASE—7/§ ‘42 





Atlantic Convoy (Col) M J. Beal-V. Field 

Top Sergeant (U) c L. Carrille-A. Devine 
Flight Lieutenant (Col) D P. O’Brien-G. Ford 
Tumble Weed Trail (PRC) w B. Boyd-A. Davis 

Ball of Fire (RKO) CD 111 G. Cooper-B. Stanwick 
Spy Ship (WB) 6/3 M 62 C, Stevens-I. Manning 





WEEK OF RELEASE-—7/16/42 





Prairie Gunsmoke (Col) w B. Elliot-T. Ritter 
Drums of the Congo (U) M 61 §. Erwin-O. Munson 
Wings for the Eagle (WB) 6/3 M 85 A, Sheridan-D. Morgan 


Arizona Bound (Mone) 9/10/41 w 


58 B. Jones-T. McCoy 





WEEK OF RELEASE—7/23/42 





Escape from Crime (WB) 6/3 M 51 R. Travis-J. Bishop 
This Above All (20th) 5/13 RD 118 T. Power-J. Fontaine 
Pierre of the Plains (M-G) 6/17 M 65 J. Carroll-R. Hussey 


Hi Neighbor (Rep) c J. Parker-J. Archer 





WEEK OF RELEASE 17/30/42 








Paul of the Canyon (Rep) w G. Autry-S. Burnett 
Jackass Mail (M-G) 6/17 cD 80 W. Beery-M. Main 

The Sombrero Kids (Rep) Cc D. Barry-L. Merrick 
Joan of Ozark (Rep) . J. Cavona-J, E. Brown 
Invisible Agent (U) M I. Massey-J. Hall 
Lucky Legs (Cel) MU J. Falkenberg-K. Harris 





WEEK OF BELEASE—8/6/42 








Blondie For Victery (Col) Cc P. Singleton-R. Lake 
Crossreads (M-G) 6/24 RD SX W. Powell-H. Lamarr 
Smart Alecks (Mono) Cc R. Pryor-M. Rosenbloom 
Pardon My Sarong (U) Cc Abott & Costello 








WEEK OF RELEASE—8/13/42 


—_—. 





Bad Men of the Hills (Col) w C. Starrett-L. Walters 
Hilibilly Blitzkreig (Mono) Cc B. Duncan-E. Kennedy 
Timber (U) c 


L. Carillo-A. Divine 





WEEK OF RELEASE 8/20/42 











Talk of the Town (Col) M Cc. Grant-J. Arthur 
Borders of the West (Mono) w B. Jones-T. McCoy 
Are Husbands Necessary (Par) 6/17 CD 98 R. Milland-B, Pields 
Priorities on Parade (Par) 17/29 MU 179 A. Miller—J. Johnson 


The Pied Piper (20th) 7/8 D 8&4 M. Woolley-R. McDowell 








TRADESHOWN AND FOR FUTURE RELEASE 








ADKtY (M-G) 3/25 M 87 D. Dailey-D. Reed 
Nighe’ Face (UA) 4/15 C 43 W. Tracy-J. Sawyer 
Mee t in New Orleans (Par) 5/6 M 15 D. Lamour-R. Denning 


Once Upon'a Thuredsy iM-G) 5/20 M ‘8s 
Bambi (RKO) 5/27 Sepstia 70 (Disney Cartoon) 


G. Garson-W. Pidgeon 
M. Hunt-R. Carlson 


Sea Doodie Dandy (WB) 6/3 MU 125 J. Cagney-J. Leslie 
Can2vened in Flatbush (20th) 6/3 CD 30 L. Nolan-C. Landis 
Ho! ng Dr. Gillespie (M-G) 6/17 M %4 L. Barrymore-P. Dorn 
Ez. iday Inn (Par) 6/17 MU 101 B. Crosby-F. Astaire 
Tost Squadron (U), 6/17 RD 108 R. Stack-D. Barrymore 
jue (Par) 6/17 W 75 R. Dix-K. Taylor 
‘Avive im Danger (Par) 6/17 M 73 C. Morris-J. Parker 
he Magna (M-G) 6/24 W 66 L. Nolan-D. Reed 
Unites gnificent Ambersons (RKO) 7/1 RD 88 J. Cotton-D. Costello 
ed We Stand (20th) 1/1 66~ News Recap 


he Young Mr. Pitt (20th) 7/1 M 118 R. Donat-R. Morley 
Tovtlight Serenade (oon). 1/8 81 J. Payne-B. Grable 

The f of Edgar Allan Poe (20th) 7/8 M 67 J. Shepperd-L. Darnell 
Fl * Pride of the Yankees (RKO) 17/15 D 128 G. Cooper-T. Wright 
Sta ng Fortress (WB) 17/15 M 110 R. Greene-C. Lehman 
Klong ach Buckaroo (U) 7/15 Ww 58 J. MacBrown-F. Night 


Klondyke Fury (Mono)~. 7/15 Ww 68 E. Lowe-L. Fairbanks 





Tradeshows 


Mon., Aug. 3—‘Mexican Spitfire’s 
Elepehant’ (RKO), in all exchange 
cities except St. Louis, where it will 
be shown Tues., Aug. 4. 

Mon., Aug. 3—‘They Flew Alone’ 
(RKO), in all exchange cities except 
St. Louis, where it will be shown 
Tues., Aug. 4. 

Tues., Aug. 4—‘Journey Into Fear’ 
(RKO), in all exchange cities except 
St. Louis, where it will be shown 
Wed., Aug. 5. > 

Tues., Aug. 4—The Big Street’ 
(RKO), in all exchange cities except 
St. Louis, where it will be shown 
Wed., Aug. 5. 

Wed., Aug. 5—‘Highways by Night’ 
(RKO), in all exchange: cities except 
St. Louis, where it will be shown 
Thurs., Aug. 6. 

Thurs., Aug. 6—‘Somewhere [I'll 
Find You’ (M-G), in all exchange 
cities except N. Y. where it will be 
shown Tues., Aug. 4. 

Thurs., Aug. 6--‘The War Against 
Mrs. Hadley’ (M-G), in all exchange 
cities except N. Y. where it will be 
shown Tues., Aug. 4. 

Tues., Aug. 11—‘Seven Sweethearts’ 
(M-G), and “A Yank at Eton’ (M-G) 
in all exchange cities. 


Doodle’ Bond 
Drive on Coast 
Aims to Top N.Y. 


Hollywood, July 28. 


Coast premiere of WB’s ‘Yankee 
Doodle Dandy’ scheduled for Aug, 
12 at Warners’ Hollywood theatre 
will be under auspices of the U. S. 
Treasury Dept. similar to the setup 
which prevailed at the picture’s first 
showing in New York nine weeks 
ago with bond purchases serving as 
admission. Scale will run from $25 
bond to $25,000 certificate for the 
2,750-seat house, with a goal to sur- 
pass the N. Y. war bond sale of $5,- 
750,000. 

Premiere auspices will carry slo- 
gan ‘Build Ships,’ citing that $5,- 
000,000 will build.three liberty cargo 
vessels. First: keel of three such 
Liberty Ships will be laid first week 
of the drive. Name of each person 
who buys bond admission will be 
inscribed on a scroll to be placed in 
the captain’s cabin of the ship which 
purchases helped to build. Treas- 
ury Minute Men will be supple- 
mented by 3,000 women members of 
the Naval Aid Auxiliary in combing 
11 counties of this area for ticket 
buyers. Bond tickets will be sold 
at all theatres, Victory House, banks, 
and other bond issuing agencies. 


6 NABES CO-OP TO PLUG 
THE SAME PIC, ‘TRIPOLT 


Minneapolis, July 28. 


Most unusual cooperative move by 
local independent exhibitors found 
six oposition neighborhood houses 
in different parts of the city, in- 
volving four different ownerships, 
pooling to plug the same picture, 
‘To the Shores of Tripoli,’ in a large 
display newspaper ad last Sunday. 

All of them were playing this 
same picture on that day. 




















Nab Theatre Thief, Who 
Admits 5 Other Stickups 


St. Louis, July 28. 


When cops last week nabbed 
Thomas E. Reese, 19, inside of the 
Lafayette, a South St. Louis nabe 
operated by the St. Louis Amus. 
Co. they solved burglaries in five 
other nabes since July 1. Reese, 


according to the gendarmes, ad- 
mitted specializing in flicker house 
jobs and in but one did he fail to 
get any cash. 

From the Uptown, Reese said he 
grabbed $160, the juciest haul. He 
obtained $15 from the West End 
Lyric; $25 from the Varsity; $4 from 
the Aubert and failed at the Em- 
press. He had obtained 5c at the 
Lafayette when collared. The 
prisoner, who was released on parole 
from the Boonville, Mo., reformatory 
after serving three years of a five- 
year jolt for burglary, said a screw 
driver and hammer used on windows 
enabled him to obtain ertrance to 
the flicker theatres. 

Two of the houses entered are 
owned by Ansell Bros., and the rest 
owned by the St. Louis Amuse. Co. 





Cooperative Theatres of Mich. 
Reelects Slate; Exchange Shorts 





Detroit, July 28. 
Entire Cooperative Theatres of 
Michigan slate reelected at the an- 
nual meeting with Fred DeLodder 


again president; B. J. Cohn, v.p.; 
Barney Kilbride, treasurer, and 
James C. Ritter, secretary. Only 


change was the election of Alex 
Schreiber, of Associated Theatres, as 
a director, to take the place of 
Thomas Lancaster, retired. Other 
directors renamed are Wade Allen, 
3en Cohen, Kilbride, Cohn, Charles 
Komer, DeLodder, Ritter and Lew 
Wisper. 

Barney Adair, office manager for 
National Screen Service, has resigned 
to manage a bowling alley. 

Kal Bruss, of the trailer depart- 
ment of National Screen Service, has 
I@en named to manage the Fenkell 
theatre for Wisper & Wetsman. 





Ballenger te Air Corps 
ag ce sg S. C., July 28. 
Douglas Finch, formerly of Siate, 
named assistant manager of Pal- 
metto, succeeding Paul Ballenger off 
to Air Corps gunnery school, Las 
Vegas, Nev. James Cartledge, Pal- 
metto manager, called recently by 
. «ft board but back, following re- 
jection because of weak eyes. 
Nelson Hampton, State manager, 
now handling public relations and 
gandering rehearsals on side, pre- 
paratory to fall and winter flesh 
units circuiting. 
Suvern Allen, former Strand man- 
ager, wearing new second lieuten- 


ant’s bars: 
L. T. Thomason’s plans _ for 
Spartanburg’s first independent 


house shelved, due to WPB priorities 
r'ling. First independent move made 
here in several years, this territory 
being a Wilby-Kincey exclusive. 





Farkus’ Yonkers Takeover 

Corporation headed by Max Farkus 
has consummated a long-term lease 
on the Kimball theatre in Yonkers, 
N. Y. House, built about five years 
ago, is owned by Leo Silver, of the 
Bronx. So situated that it caters to 
patronage both in Yonkers and Mt. 
Vernon. Farkus interests also ob- 
tained the Rex, East Rutherford, 
N. J., about a year ago. 

Berk & Krumgold, theatre realty 
brokers, handled the deal for Farkus 
while Joseph Katz represented Sil- 
ver. 





Parsons’ Promotion 
Houston, July 28. 

Weldon W. Parsons, director of In- 
terstate’s 12 neighborhood theatres in 
Houston, transferred to San Antonio 
and promoted to manager of the Ma- 
jestic there, the largest theatre in 
the southwest. The appointment was 
announced Saturday by Al Lever, 
city manager of Interstate in Hous- 
ton. 





Leo Jacobi Upped 

Leo Jacobi, salesman attached to 
the Warner New York exchange 
where he has been in sales for 25 
years, has been upped to the post of 
manager. Succeeding J. Roger 
Mahan, resigned. 

Condon Vice Rosenberg 
Seattle, July 28 

Don Conden, assistant district 
manager of U. S. Army Motion Pic- 
ture Service, signed to accept. posi- 
tion of booker for Evergreen State 
Theatres, operating houses in lead- 
ing Washington and Oregon cities. 
He succeeds Jack Rosenberg, enlisted 
in Coast Guard. 








Harris 190% on Bonds 
Pittsburgh, July 28. 

Harris Amusement Co. awarded 
106% flag by Treasury Department 
for signing up every employee to 
buy War Bonds through weekly 
salary deductions. First theatre cir- 
cuit in this territory to get every- 
body in the fold, from charwomen 
and janitors on up. 

Cecelia Guehl named chief book- 


;er at Monogram by Mark Goldman, 


| 





manager. She succeeds Lawrence 
R. Carettie, into Army. In addition 
to booking duties, Carettie also 
handled part of city sales 
and this end of his job will be taken 
over by another salesman, Saul 
Perliman. 

Joe Daughtery, Republic booker, 
resigned to take a defense industry 
job in Butler, Pa., his home town. 
Russ Zebra, assistant booker, has 
taken over Daughtery’s duties but 
not for long since Zebra’s draft 
call will be coming through soon. 

A. John Mayer, cashier, transfer- 
red to booking department at M-G 
exchange, replacing Max Shabason, 
whe has donned khaki for Uncle 
Sam. Helen Garlitz becomes cash- 
ier at the office and Margaret Mur- 
phy moves from the contract to the 
booking department. 

B. H. Potts, Alpine circuit dis- 
trict manager and booker of several 
of the chain’s houses, wiil become 
chief booker rext month. He re- 
places Frank Weitzel, resigned re- 
cently, going to Cincinnati to es- 
tablish independent gee ey 

A. P. Way, owner of e Knox 
(Pa.) theatre, renewed lease on his 
house to Pat Notarianni. 

J. C. Shanklin, owner and man- 
ager of Grand, Romceverte, W. Va., 


block | 








announced his candidacy in the 
August Democratic primary for re- 
election to state legislature. He 
served in the 1940 session. Shank- 
lin is v.p. of the West Virginia Man~ 
agers Association, affiliated with 
MPTOA. 

Walter Dyck has resigned his sales 
berth with the Superior Motion Pic- 
ture Supply Co. He's been with 
the outfit for several years. 

Margaret McLaughlin, daughter of 
the late Clair McLaughlin, old-time 
theatrical imprasario here, and Ir- 
win Eiseman, a diamond broker, 
have opened a booking office down- 
town. 

Wally Allen, 20th exploiteer in 
this district, who has headquartered 
chiefly in Buffalo for last year, will 
be moved to Pittsburgh permanently 
Sept. 1 and will work directly out 
of the company’s local office. 





Denver Managerial Shifts 
Denver, July 28. 

A. N. Beasley, recently manager at 
Plaza, is now assistant at State, Dud- 
ley A. Winscot going to Plaza. 

Bernie Newman, of Denver, is now 
manager of Producers’ Releasing 
Corp. exchange, Salt Lake City. 

Frank Childs, RKO salesman, has 
joined the U. S. Army. 

Leonard Gray, assistant manager at 
Federal, has been made manager of 
Oriental, ee cae Bill Slater, who 
has joined the U. Army. 

Liberty Bell theatre, Leadville, 
Colo., slightly damaged by smoke and 
water as the result of a fire destroy- 
ing nearby build 

Harry Huffman, Fox city manager, 
announces these manager changes: 
Clyde Anderson from the Webber to 
Isis; Ralph Lee from Isis to Broad- 
way, and Clyde Pease from Broad- 
way to Webber. 

Elmer Snyder, assistant at Santa 
Fe, has joined the U. S. Marines. 

Two houses in Grand Junction. the 
Mission, owned by P. H. Cooper The- 
atres (Publix-Paramount) and the 
Kiva, a Westland house, have been 
shuttered. Smaller towns and me- 
dium-sized spots in this territory are 
being hard hit with many people 
moving to cities for steady work. 

Dick Fulhan, recently with Alex- 
ander Films out of Minneapolis, has 
joined local RKO exchange as sales- 
man. 


CLARENCE HILL REALLY 
MAKES “TALK OF TOWN’ 


St. Louis, July 28. 

Clarence D. Hill, local branch man- 
ager for Columbia Pictures, threw a 
new twist into the trade showing of 
‘The Talk of the Town’ for mon -¢ than 
400 exhibs in the St. Louis area last 
week when he lured femme com- 
mentators from three local radio sta- 
tions to the screening. The gals 
ballyed the flicker in their women’s 
program the following day. Local 
pix crix also were on hand for the 
screening, which was followed by a 
luncheon Dean Davis, an exhib, 
West Plains, Mo., 230 miles from St. 
Louis, arose at 5 a.m. to board a train 
for St. Louis to catch the preview. 
He did this to save the tires on his 
auto 

The Frisina Circuit postponed its 
annual outing to enable organization 
execs to catch the showing. 248 the- 
atres in the St. Louis area were rep- 
resented, and this figure includes 13 
circuits. Additional, Robert H. Wil- 
son, sec of the Southeast Missouri 
Independent Theatre Owners’ Assn. 
wrote a letter to all of his members, 
urging them to attend the screening. 
Rube Jackter, assistant salesmanager 
from New York, and Carl Shalit, di- 
vision manager, Detroit, made the 
trek here for the showing. 











W ould Hype Supper Show 
Via a ‘Dine Out’ Campaign 


Minneapolis, July 28. 

A unique tieup has been effected 
by Minnesota Amus. Co. (Para- 
mount) downtown theatres here with 
the Minneapolis Restaurant Ass’n. 
Large institutional newspaper ads 
are bought by both urging the public 
‘for a perfect evening’ ‘dine out at 
your favorite restaurant and for re- 
laxation attend a movie afterwards.” 
Theatre screens also run trailers that 
seek to get people to dine out and 
attend the early supper shows. Lobby 
posters promote the same idea. 

On their part, the restaurants are 
offering special early theatre dinners 
and are carrying the ‘attend early 
supper show’ plugs and listing thea- 
tres and attractions on the back of 
their menus. 

Idea was that of Charlie Zinn, 
Century manager, who hopes it will 
build up supper shows which suffer 
from the long daylight occasioned by 
daylight saving. 
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AEF Showtolk Stirred By Memories 


Of Broadway Fro 





m Far-Off Australia 





By ERIC GORRICK 


Sydney, June 15. 

In the memory of the oldest local 
showman show biz in Australia has 
never been so good as now. The 
coming of General MacArthur 
planed this zone to the highest peak. 
Cinemas usually playing product 
two to three weeks are now hitting 
anything from six to 16 weeks, The 
boxoffice figures are amazing. 

In Sydney—the ‘New York’ of the 
Pacific—every cinema is operating 
four sessions daily and the semi- 
blackout is no stop-block to biz. 

Walking around any Sydney street 
at any time of day or night, one 
meets men in U. S. khaki hailing 
from all branches of the American 
amusement profession. And when 
these men gather for a chin-wag 
it’s just like the mob who used to 
luuddle outside the Palace on Broad- 
way in the heyday of vaude. Theme 
song of the show biz lads from U. S. 
is: ‘Give My Regards to Old Broad- 
way.’ When this correspondent 
meets up with these lads one of their 
common queries is, ‘Hey, what’s the 
latest dope in the latest ‘Variety’? 

Outside every cinema is a list 
showing local value of U. S. coinage. 
Practically every usherette knows 
the U. S. lingo almost as well as a 
native Yank. 

Secke B.OQ. for U. S. Pix 


‘Sergeant York’ (WB) is the big- 
gest boxoffice hit ever to play Syd- 
ney, beating the previous high click- 
er, ‘Yank in the RAF’ (20th). ‘Babes 
on Broadway’ (M-G) is a smash, 
with ‘Dumbo’ (RKO) likewise pac- 
ing smartly. ‘Blossoms in the Dust’ 
(M-G) and ‘Keep ’Em Flying’ (U) 
are other tremendous clicks. ‘Little 
Foxes’ (RKO) bows in this week and 
is expected to do big. Britishers in 
the big coin include ‘Pimpernel 
Smith’ (BEF), ‘49th Parallel’ (G-B) 
and ‘Turned Out Nice Again’ (BEF). 

MacArthur’s men have a strong 
yen for Sunday entertainment and 
endeavors have been made by U. S. 
officials to unbolt the closed-door 
Sabbath policy operating before 
Uncie Sam sent his troops to this 
territory. Following pressure, the 
government of New South Wales (of 
which Sydney is the capital) has now 
agreed to open one pic house and one 
vaude or legit theatre on the Sab- 
bath, with troops admitted at half 
the usual admission rate. This policy 
will be given one month's trial, but 
estimates among showmen are that 
the government will have to unbend 
further to satisfy present-day needs. 
Elsewhere in key Aussie spots Sab- 
bath shows are rapidly coming into 
force and it’s figured that it won't 
be long before nabe and country 
cinemas are thrown open to meet 
the needs of defense workers. 

Would Run Own Loop 

The government has decreed that 
shows can’t operate for profit on 
Sundays. After overhead has been 
deducted what’s left goes to some 
war-time charity. Exhibs, however, 
feel that they should cop something 
for opening their cinemas on the 
extra day, especially as staffs have 
to be paid double rates. Distribs 
point out that they can’t be expected 
to release product for the Sabbath 
date minus charge, and so they 
(distribs) seek added rental for the 
extra playdate. It’s anticipated that 
the whole matter of the Sabbath 
setup will be ironed out in the near 
future. 

Major Lynn Cowan, formerly of 
the vaude team of Bailey and Co- 
wan, and now morale officer with 
MacArthur’s troops, bombarded lo- 
cal officialdom when he stated that 
unless something was done to ease 
Aussie Sabbath laws arrangements 
would be made by the U. S. to run 
its Own camp pic setups. 


Fine Geo. Black $10,000 


London, July 13. 


George Black, managing director of 
Moss Empires, Ltd., and general 
manager of General Theatres Corp. 
Ltd., was fined $10,000 and costs on 
a Board of Trade summons concern- 
ing the purchase of stage hangings 
without surrendering the requisite 
rationing coupons. 

It was alleged he had aided and 
abetted Paprika, Ltd., in the trans- 
action, which is a corporation of 12,- 
000 shares, in which he held more 
than 11,000. Paprika, Ltd., was also 
fined a similar amount, 

A conviction of this sort cannot 
be looked upon as anything very 
serious, as he pleaded misrepresenta- 
tion of the facts by the sellers of the 
material, but it automatically elim- 
inates the possibility of Black 
achieving a knighthood. 


1,394 THEATRES 
IN ARGENTINA 


Buenos Aires, July 21. 


Increasing market for U. S, as well 
as local films in Argentina is seen 
from figures just compiled, which 
give Argentina 1,394 film houses, 
largest of any Latin republic. 

Concentratiorm of houses is in the 
Federal Capital of Buenos Aires, or 
immediate suburbs, which have 624, 
or almost half of the entire country. 
Some of the interior theatres are not 
seven-day theatres, but simply oper- 
ate Saturdays, Sundays and fiesta 
days. 

Best estimates place the percentage 
oj films shown in B. A. and key cities 
at 65% Hollywood, 34% national and 

% German, Italian and Japanese. In 
the interior, however, percentage is 
reversed, with Yanquis getting only 
about 29% of the playing time; na- 
tionals, including some Mexican, 70%, 
and German and Italian, 1%. 




















Films’ War Theme 
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ground Agent,’ gives a clear indica- 
tion of how heavily some of the 
other lots are playing the war, in 
making it the principal Hollywood 
theme of the moment. This is shown 


for early release: 

War, 42. 

Drama, 29. 

Outdoor action, 29. 

Musical, 23. 

Comedy, 33. 

By studios, the breakdown shows 
the lots to be handling their pro- 
duction schedules in this wise: 

Paramount—War, 2; drama, 6; 
action, 5; musical, 3; comedy, 12; 
biographical, 1. 


RKO—War, 5; drama, 5; action, 8; 


musical, 1; comedy, 2; cartoon fea- 
ture (Bambi), 1. 

Columbia—War, 2; action, 3; mu- 
sical, 2; comedy, 5. 

Metro—War, 9; drama, 2; action, 
2: musical, 1; comedy, 2 

20th-Fox—War, 7: drama, 6; mu- 
sical, 3; comedy, 4. 

Warners—War, 7: drama, 4; action, 
3; musical, 2; comedy, 2. 

Universal—War, 4; drama, 1; ac- 
tion, 5: musical, 4; comedy, 2. 

Republic—War, 7; drama, 4; ac- 
tion, 3; musical, 7; comedy, 4. 














However, although they predomi- 
nate in the production schedules, 
war themes are not generally listed 
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Paul.’ Robeson answered: 

‘Til sing any number you people 
ask, but not that one. It is an in- 
sult to the entire Negro race.’ 

Earlier, in making an appeal for 
the sale of defense stamps (during 
intermission), Robeson said that a 
successful culmination of the war 
would stamp out intolerance and 
race hatred. Referring to the recent 
beating of Roland Hayes, concert 
singer, "Robeson said: 

‘Recently, one of the greatest 
Stngers of the world was insulted 
and beaten. When you buy these 
stamps, you are helping to stamp out 
this kind of thing. You are making 
a@ world of one common brotherhood.’ 


in the big-budgeted class. ‘Mrs. 
Miniver’ is one of the exceptions, 
others being “Fhe Keeper of the 
Flame,’ ‘Flying Tigers,’ ‘Mission to 
Moscow’ (war foreground); ‘This Is 


the Army,’ (war musical) and 
‘Watch On the Rhine.’ 
Perhaps, though, this can be as 


readily set forth by the implication 
of a production statement made by 
20th-Fox, as follows: That of the 
last 70 pictures made there, or in 
the making, 21 deal with some phase 
o7 the war. 

Yet the top exploitation pictures 
coming up at 20th-Fox are ‘Iceland’ 


and ‘Orchestra Wives,’ musicals; 
‘Tales of Manhattan,’ comedy- 
drama: ‘The Black Swan,’ costume 





drama, etc. 


by a breakdown of the situation, 
which reveals that the following 
type of stories are being produced 


B. A. Vs. 42d St., N. Y. 


Buenos Aires, July 21. 

West 42d street, New York's, 
claim to have the largest number 
of film houses on the block in 
the world is disputed by B. A. 
The N. Y. total is nine, but on 
Calle Lavalle, between Suipacha 
and Maipu, a distance approxi- 
mately the same, there are ll 
houses. 

Normandie, Ocean, Monumen- 
tal and Ambassador are first- 
runs, while the .Trocadero, Elec- 
tric, Palace, Hindu, Paramount, 
Sarmiento and Rose-Marie are 
subsequent runs. Most of the 
latter are running triples, but 
none operate as grind, since pol- 
icy here is generally reserved 
seat, even at lower admish. 


QUOTA SHIFTS 
MAY SCRAP ACT 


London, July 28. 

Orders changing part of the Brit- 
ish film quota law are viewed here 
as possibly paving way for scrapping 
of entire quota act. Order in coun- 
cil signed July 23 adds two new 
quota regulations. It gives the 
Board of Trade power to exempt 
foreign, principally U. S., shorts 
which are distributed to exhibitors 
gratis. These films now are regarded 
as neutral. 

The second regulation enables the 
Board of Trade to register short 
propaganda films as British, despite 
the fact that they may contain more 
foreign footage than heretofore per- 
mitted. Recently British exhibitors 
voiced complaints about the unfair- 
ness of the Quota under wartime 
conditions, suggesting suspension of 
the law until after the war. 

Distributors previously had sug- 
gested the Quota law be suspended 
for the duration because regarded 
as impossible to comply with in full. 


‘BABES ON B’WAY’ BIG 




















Buenos Aires, July 21. 

Cold weather hit all local boxof- 
fices here last week, and increasing 
shortage of fuel, which has pre- 
vented houses from producing suitable 
temperatures, showed itself at the 
b.o. ‘Babes on Broadway’ (M-G) rdn 
up an excellent 43,000 pesos (ap- 
proximately $10,100 U.S.), exceeding 
anything else, while first pop-priced 
run of ‘Gone With the’ Wind’ man- 
aged to come in way ahead of some 
of the newer picts. Other estimates, 
all given in Argentine pesos, 
rently at about 27 cents U. S., follow: 

Ambassador (Lautaret & Cavallo) 
(1,400; 2.50; 2.00). ‘Two Faced Wo- 
nan’ (M-G). Okay 17,000 on second 
run, but should have done better if 


first run was any indication. Previ- 
ous week, ‘El Piyama de Adan’ 
‘Lumiton), neat 11,000 for second 
week of this nation. 

Ideal (Lococo) (970; 3.00: 2.50). 
‘Reap the Wild Wind’ (Par). Nice 
10,000 for the second week of the 
two-house run. Leaves this house, 


but will continue at the Suipacha. 
Previous week, estimated 25,000, or 
half the total for the double. 

Ocean (Coll, Gatti & Cia.) (2,800; 
2.00; 1.50). ‘How Green Was My 
Valley’ (20th). Excellent 23,000 for 
| the third and last week, after 39,000 
|for the second stanza and 52,000 on 
ithe opener, 

Rex (Cordero, Cavallo & Lautaret) 
| (3,305; 2.50; 2.00). ‘Babes on Broad- 
| way’ (M-G). Socko 43,000 and held 
|}over for a second week. Up ahead, 
i‘Johnny Eager’ (M-G), fair 23,000. 


Normandie (Lococo) (1,400; 2.00; 
Not 


1.50). ‘Ride "Em Cowboy’ (VU). 
bad 15,000. Last week, ‘Kings Row’ 
(WB), fair 11,000 on second run. 

Monumental (Coll, Gatti & Cia.) 
(1,300; 2.00; 1.50). ‘Gone With the 
Wind’ (M-G). Neat 29,000 for first 
pop-priced run. Should hold for sev- 
eral weeks. Previous week, ‘La 
Mentirosa’ (Sono Film, Arg-made), 
o.k. 8,000 for second week of second 
run of this national. 

Suipacha (Lococo) (950: 2.00; 1.50). 
‘Reap the Wild Wind’ (Par). Nice 
10,000. Same as that of the Ideal. 
Will continue here for indefinite run. 
Up ahead, share of the opener was 
25,000. 

Broadway (Lautaret & Cavallo) 
(2,863; 2.00; 1.50). ‘Fantasmas en 
Euenos Aires’ (Sono Film, Arg-made). 
Excellent 15,000 for this local com- 
edy and held over for second week. 
Previous week, ‘Elvira Fernandez’ 
(ADAP, Arg-made), o.k. 12,000. 








cur- | 





Dunlap Back to B. A. 


Stewart Dunlap, Metro’s manager 
in Argentina, left New York for 
Buenos Aires (26). He had been 
north about three months on a 
combined business trip and vacation 
and had considerable difficulty in 
obtaining priorities on a plane for 


his return, delaying him several 
weeks. 

During his stay in N. Y. Dunlap 
agreed to head a committee of 
American film men in Argentina 
who will work with the Coordinator 
of Inter-American Affairs in ob- 
taining bookings for the Coordi- 
nator’s pictures. 


ANZAC STRIKE 
LOOMS, AUG. | 


Sydney, July 28. 
Theatrical Employees Union has 
set Aug. 1 as the deadline on strike 
threat throughout Australia, giving 
theatre operators until that time to 
comply with their demands for wage 
increases. Union plans a walkout 


unless motion picture circuits, vaude- 
ville and legitimate theatre units 
agree on wage boosts to ushers, stage 
crews and remainder of house staffs. 

Union demands for higher wages 
is predicated on their claim that the 
Australian entertainment industry, 
particularly cinemas, is enjoying the 
greatest prosperity in its history. In 
addition, they state that, apart from 











$10,100 IN BUENOS AIRES) aries 'shouta ‘be paid because em- 


ployees have not had their pay re- 
stored to the level prior to cuts made 
during the depression of several 
years ago. 

Present wages range from $15 to 
$30, they claim. Picture theatre 
executives are huddling daily in 
hopes of finding some way out of 
presént difficulties. There is a pos- 
sibility that the Government will 
step in and order a hearing by an 
arbitration court. 


Seek ‘Stalin’ Role 
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surprising wish of so many of the 
emigres to portray the role of Stalin, 
although it’s possible the part will 
go to an American character actor. 
There has been no decision on that 
as yet, perhaps because a Russian 
| would be more appropriate in the 
|} part. And so few of them here can 
be visualized as playing it. 

Best known Russian in the film 
colony is undoubtedly Gregory 
Ratoff, director and actor. He dis- 
tinguished himself in the Moscow 
theatre in the days of the Romanoffs, 
but since has become typed on the 


> 








screen, The same with Mischa.Auer, 

|} whose uncle was a distinguished 

| Russian musician. Auer never has 
|played a dramatic role, 

| Other’ possibilities are Akim |} 


| Tamiroff, Leonid Kinsky and Vladi- 


|mir Sokolov. They don’t exactly 
i fit either, although Sokolov is Mos- 
'cow Art Theatre and has handled 


|his share of diverse portrayals. 

There are other ex-Romanoffs in 
the neighborhood, notably Alexander 
Galitzer whose daughter married 
Prince Vasili, nephew of the Czar. 
But he’s a doctor, who merely keeps 
up an acquaintance with the film 
Russians. And there’s General Via- 
cheslav Savitsky, a member of the 
old Duma. ~ But he’s playing bits 
and extras and hardly qualifies for 
anything bigger. He once had all 
the gold in Siberia, or something. 

Then there’s a former Russian 
|army man, Capt. Basil Travnikoff, 
i'who left Russia and 4,000,000 rubles 
|in some haste 25 years ago. Oddly 
enough, he’s already working on the 
Warner lot. But he won’t do either. 
Why? Because he doesn’t look Rus- 
sian enough. He’s too 
American, having been here since 
1922. 

P. S—lIt’s also a good trailer for 
WB and its ‘Mission.’ 





typically 


While Foreign Biz Is 10-12% Ahead 
Of 1941, Net Is Just About Even Due 


To Increased Costs, Shipping, Taxes 


While foreign gross business of 
U. S. film companies now is reputed- 
ly running 10-12% ahead of 1941, net 
revenue is either off or just even 
with a year ago for most distribu- 
tors. Such a situation has developed 
despite some majors reporting recent 
month billings in some 7-10. countries 
as reaching all-time peaks. 

Loss of numerous new foreign 
countries, either fallen into Axis 
hands or cut off by the war, naturally 
has been an unfavorable factor. But 
the higher taxes, increased operating 
costs and difficulty encountered in 
getting prints to foreign territories 
have contributed the most to the de- 
cline in net revenue. Virtually every 
big foreign nation has upped its 
taxes, and: cost of operations have 
kept pace with this ascending scale. 

War insurance rates and higher 
fees demanded for shipments, plus 
the need for shipping by plane in 
some instances, all have added to 
the overhead in shipping prints to 
foreign accounts. 

Fact that Great Britain and prac- 
tically all British Empire countries 
presently freeze around 50% of rev- 
enue obtained by U. S. distributors 
continues the most troublesome fea- 
ture of foreign distribution. While 
net revenue, on book value, may be 
close to a year ago, freezing of this 
high percentage of total money 
means that actual money on hand in 
N. Y. is lagging in contrast to 1941. 


Rothacker Committees’ 
Inspection of Pix For 


Export Based on PCA 


Foreign department picture execu- 
tives are hopeful that the presently 
installed East-West committees’ pre- 
inspection arrangement for 0.0. of 
imports and exports under the 1917 
act, now in force, will work out as 
Satisfactorily as the industry’s Pro- 
duction Code Administration. Pat- 
terned after the PCA system of the 
Motion Picture Producers and Dis- 
tributors Ass’n, the two -committees 
(ene in Hollywood and the other in 
N. Y.) would seek to eliminate mat- 
ter objectionable to.U. S. Customs 
inspectors before the picture goes to 
the actual production stage. 

For example, if a script reader at 
the Metro lot discovers something in 
a forthcoming screen production 
story which might be construed as 
objectionable when brought up for 
clearing through the customs, he 
would ask a ruling by the W. R. 
Rothacker (Coast) committee. The 
committee then contacts the various 
boards or agencies (about eight in 
all) for advice and a ruling is issued 
by the committee. In this way, the 
Rothacker committee becomes a 
clearing house on such film material. 

Such procedure is calculated to 
prevent late trims on a completed 
feature or short. The East committee 
acts in similar manner. The ar- 
rangement follows much the same 
method as the PCA, with both mak- 
ing suggested changes always con- 
tingent on viewing the finished pic- 
ture before issuing a seal. The com- 
mittee will place an inconspicuous 
little seal on each film intended for 
export since it need be seen only by 
U. S. Customs inspectors. 

If the committee arrangement 
works out as well as with the PCA, 
it will mean the saving of thousands 








|of dollars for each picture company 


by the catchings of so-called objec- 
tionable material right at the source. 


‘SWEDEN NOW ISOLATED 


FROM U.S. DISTRIBS 


U. S. distributors, temporarily at 
least, have lost another market, home 
offices reporting inability to get prints 
or even air mail into Sweden. Swed- 
ish market in recent years has rep- 
resented about 242% of total foreign 
biz of American companies. Shut- 
down of all contact, even to air-mail 
service, has completely isolated Swe- 
den from the outside world. For- 
merly regular air service was main- 
tained between England and Sweden. 

Distribs report that Switzerland 
presently is the only European coun- 
try now serviced with prints. It’s 
comparatively small as a business 
proposition, but most U. S. companies 








still do business there. 
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Past 6 Months Saw a Record Number 
Of Changes, Especially Distrib Execs 





Due to numerous factors charac- 
teristic of the picture business, not 
the least of which are politics and 
sudden changes in executive person- 
nel, the industry has seen a record 
number of shifts during the past six 
months, notably in the distribution 
branch. Men in sales point out that 
‘outs,’ replacements, promotions and 
demotions through the years have 
been common practice, but seem- 
ingly never before has distribution 
seen so much of it. 

During the past week it appeared 
another important sales personality 
would be added to list of those quit- 
ting, tossed or otherwise affected. 
This was Bill Rodgers, Metro’s sales 
manager, who threatened to leave 
that post, causing instant disturbance 
in his company and in the trade. He 
remains, however, getting an ex- 
tended contract. 

Past week also saw Bob Mochrie 
upped to general sales manager’s post 
at RKO and Nat Levy made eastern 
district manager. Mochrie succeeds 
A. W. Smith, Jr., who only a few 
weeks ago hopped to 20th-Fox as 
eastern divisional head, with Bill 
Sussman shifted to general home- 
office distribution duties. 


Tom Connors, vei with Meiro as 
southern div manager, left to be- 
come head of distribution for 20th- 
Fox; Bill Kupper was made his 
executive assistant; and Bill Geh- 
ring’s midwestern division was en- 
larged to include the entire west. 


A few weeks ago J. J. Unger, 
eastern-Canadian division head, re- 
signed at Par, and Hugh Owen from 
Dallas was appointed to take over 
his post at the h.o. Charlie Reagan, 
assistant general sales manager at 
Par, was made an offer by RKO 
but he preferred to remain where 
he is. 


Grad Sears, who had left Warners 
last summer, turned up as v.p. over 
sales at United Artists and brought 
over with him Carl Leserman as gen- 
eral sales head. 


Joe Bernhard, in charge of the 
Warner theatre circuit, was upped, 
on Sears’ leaving, to v.p. and gen- 
eral manager over the entire com- 
pany, and Ben Kalmenson, formerly 
southern-western div. mgr., was 
made general sales chieftain. 

In Warners as well as UA, there 
were numerous resignations and new 
appointments down the line in the 
sales force to branch managers and 
others. This has occurred also in 
the other companies to a consider- 
able extent except in Metro. 

Of course, some men have gone 
out of distribution posts because of 
the draft or enlistment. 

Past six months also recorded two 
important presidential changes, one 
(at 20th) occasioned by the death of 
S. R. Kent. Spyros Skouras suc- 
ceeded him. At RKO George J. 
Schaefer, still on the loose, resigned 
as president more recently, with N. 
Peter Rathvon stepping in to head 
the RKO parent corporation, while 
Ned. E. Depinet was raised from v.p. 
to president of the RKO Radio Pic- 
tures, Inc. 


Hollywoodized Artkino 





Pic Into B’way Ist Run 





Globe theatre, N. Y., follows 
‘Eagle Squadron’ (U), with ‘Mos- 
cow Strikes Back,’ an Artkino pic. 
This will be first time Soviet prod- 
uct has played a first-run Broad- 
way house. 

Picture is American version of 
‘Rout of the Nazis Before Moscow’ 
which war correspondents in Mos- 
cow mentioned in their dispatches 
last winter. Original film was taken 
to the Coast by Artkino and re- 
vamped with an eye toward first- 
run showings. Instead of the usual 
superimposed English titles, the pic 
has Edward G. Robinson doing a 
commentary that was written by 
Elliot Paul and Albert Maltz. 
Dimitri Tiomkin arranged the score 
and Slavko Vorkapich did the edit- 
ing and montage work. 





Aren’t You Shaking? 


Hollywood, July 28. 
Dwight Taylor’s first production 
chore at Universal will be on his 
own screenplay, ‘Nightmare,’ slated 
to start Aug. 10. 
Brian Donlevy is male topper, but 
femme lead is still uncast. 








Re-Do ‘Thunderbirds’ 
3d Time for Timeliness 


Hollywood, July 28. 
In an effort to catch up with the 
changing world, 20th-Fox is putting 
‘Thunderbirds’ back into production 


for a third remake of the picture. 
Darryl Zanuck’s recent trip abroad 
convinced him some sequences in 
the picture were too dated for swift 
moving events. 

The picture will be rushed into re- 
lease after two more weeks shooting 
by director Al Werker in effort to 
keep it from becoming dated again. 


COAST DEFENSE BOOM 
BUILDS 13TH IN CHAIN 


Oakland, Cal., July 28. 

Robert Lippert, local operator, 
who has taken full advantage of the 
defense situation in this area, add- 
ing another theatre to his chain, the 
old Regent in Alameda, recently a 
library, which is being remodeled 
against an Aug. 22 opening as the 
Times. 

As in his other theatres in Rich- 
mond and Vallejo, the Times will 
run its shows until 4 a.m. daily to 
meet the needs of shipyard work- 


ers wanting to kill time before or 
after going on shift. The Times 
gives Lippert an independent chain 
of 13 houses—four in Richmond, 
two in Vallejo, five in the San 
Joaquin Valley, one in San Fran- 
cisco, and the new house in Ala- 
meda. 











Legit, Too 

John Golden has decided to toss 
a matinee and night of ‘Claudia’ at 
Oakland following the San Fran- 
cisco engagement which starts Aug. 
3. Golden is one of the few pro- 
ducers who refuses to hearken to 
the dour advice of Homer Curran 
against Oakland dates. The terri- 
tory is particularly lush now what 
with the defense work going at full 
blast and many of the army head 
and navy headquarters stationed 


here. 
. 





Here’s How Detroit Plans 


Making Film Deliveries 
Detroit, July 28. 

By discontinuance of both Mon- 
day and Saturday deliveries by film 
carriers here—which amounts to 
better than the requested 25% slash 
in truck mileage—plans are being 
worked out in this area for the con- 
tinuation of special deliveries which 


it is felt are necessary in the in- 





dustry. 


the former deliveries to the theatres 
the special plan here would allow 
better than a 3% margin on trips 
which it is felt are required, such as 


|nevsreel deliveries on late Fridays. 
|The Detroit Plan still would bring 
| carriers well within the stipulated 
125% reduction on mileage runs. 

Both Monday and Saturday, the 
two lightest days of the week, could 
be blitzed on deliveries by the sim- 
ple expedient, already in use here, 
of sending out the Saturday serials 
along with the regular Friday 
changes. This also would permit the 
deliveries, deemed necessary, of the 
newsreels which arrive in here on 
late Fridays and which many ex- 
hibitors feel are ‘a must’ in view 
of the war interest. However, Satur- 
day return of newsreels are termi- 
nated under the plan since they can 
readily be picked up with the entire 
show change of Sunday. 


Attempts still are being made here 
to obtain a modification of the one- 
call-a-day rule since it is felt there 
is a saving under the present plan 
by which drivers, taking their 
trucks home at night, use the plan 
of making pickups on the way in 
mornings and make deliveries on 
their return home at nights, It has 
been particularly effective in re- 
ducing the mileage on runs into the 
suburban areas and since it means 
no increase in mileage on the runs 
it also could continue the present 
time leeway on booking changes. 


| By the two-sevenths reduction in 











Shoot ’Em Again 
Hollywood, July 28. 
New job for the property man 
at Warners is to count the bang- 
bangs and salvage the second- 
hand cartridges uSed in a cops- 


and-robbers picture. 

Props not ony pick up the 
brass carcasses but reload them 
with blank shots for the next 
battle in yonder canyon on the 
back lot. 


LOEW 40-WEEK 
NET PROFIT. 
$745,811 


Despite an increase of $3.100,000 
for contingencies and Federal taxes, 
Loew’s, Inc., net profit for the first 
40 weeks in its fiscal year, ended last 
June 4, amounted to $7,245,811, as 
against $7,206,466 in the correspond- 
ing period ending on June 5, 1941. 
Although this represents less than 
$40,000 increase over last year, the 
earnings are listed as equal to $4.08 
per common share as against $3.92 
in like period a year ago. 

Loew’s company share operating 
profit after subsid preferred divi- 
dends totaled $18,186,456, or nearly 
$3,000,000 greater than the $15,210,462 
snown in the first 40 weeks of tne 
previous fiscal vear. Corporation 
wrote off $3,901,590, or more than 
$1,600,000 increase over the com- 


parable 40-week period a year ago, 
as reserve for Federal taxes. It 
boosted its reserve for contingencies 
by $1,500,000 to $4,600,000 as com- 
pared with last year. 


Loew’s estimated the outlay for 
Federal taxes, shown in the report, 
amounts to about $1 per common 
share more than a year ago. Manner 
in which anticipated 1942 tax levy 
ate into net earnings is revealed by 
the fact that third quarter net profit 
totaled $1,953,270, or about $100,000 
less than in similar quarter last year, 
despite the fact that it covered the 
highly profitable period covering 
March, April and May. 


Leew’s (Metro) Earnings, 1936-42 











te a $14,600,332 
See 
eee 7,961,314 
Se 4,034,290 
es 880% a8 7,479,897 
ae 7,579,744 
je 11,076,823 
ae 14,426,062 
a 9,924,934 
NS 86% K's 9,841,531 
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(1941 by Quarters) 

First Second Third Fourth 
Quarter Quarter Quarter Quarter 
$1,936,245 $3,204,890 $2,065,331 $3,928,127 
(1942 by Quarters) 

First Second Third Fourth 
Quarter Quarter Quarter Quarter 
$2,627,145 $2,665,396 $1.953,270 ......... 


(Second quarter in 177 and 1942 cov- 
ers 15 weeks instead of normal period 
of 13 weeks). 


State War Labor Board 
On Coast to Settle Tiffs 


Los Angeles, July 28. 

Labor's Unity for Victory Commit- 
tee, representing 200,000 workers, 
including 20,000 in the film industry, 
meets here Aug. 9 to take definite 
action on the establishment of a State 
War Labor Board to handle disputes 
between employers and employees in 
non-defense industries, 

Group is composed of delegates 
from the AFL, CIO, Railroad Broth- 
erhoods and independent guilds and 
unions. Among the studio employees 
represented are the actors, cartoon- 
ists, sketch artists, set designers, 
painters, machinists and laboratory 
technicians. 


July’s Extras Record 


Hollywood, July 28. 
All time high for extras in one 
month is indicated for July if the 
current pace is maintained. Calls 
averaging 1,200 daily. with biggest 
daily total 2,026 jobs for at- 
mospherics. 
Most calls in the $10.50 bracket. 














Wall St. Prices, in Face of Generally 
Dull Market, Reflect Pix Biz Upbeat 





Brown Directs Saroyan’s 
‘Human Comedy’ at M-G 





Hollywood, July 28. 

‘The Human Comedy,’ written by 
William Saroyan, will be Clarence 
Brown’s first directorial chore un- 
der his new pact with Metro. This 
is M-G’s $60,000 buy which the author 
at first endeavored to direct. 

‘White Cliffs of Dover,’ originally 
slated as his initial job, will be his 
second. 


F&M SCORES IN SUIT 
VS. ITS ST. L. PARDS 


St. Louis, July 28. 

The second salvo in the battle of 
the Fanchon & Marco Enterprises, 
Inc., to obtain a controlling part of 
the capital stock of the St. Louis 
Amusement Co. which owns an@ 
operates 34 nabes in St. Louis and 
St. Louis County was fired last week 
when Circuit Judge David J. Mur- 
phy granted a temporary injunction 
which restrains the Amusement Co. 
and the Ambassador. Investment Co. 
from voting 52% majority stock at a 
stockholders’ meeting Thursday (30). 
The action followed a suit filed Fri- 
day (17) by F&M to keep the Am- 
bassador Investment ‘Co. from using 
its voting power to increase the 
board of directors from five to seven 
members, The order also restrains 
Thomas N. Dysart, prez of the 
Chamber of Commerce and likewise 
prez of the Investment Co. and 
Clarence Turley, sec., from _ sub- 
mitting the proposal to increase the 
board. » 

F&M, owner of 42% of the stock 
in the Amusement Co., also is gt- 
tempting to gain control of the 
Amusement Co.’s 52% under an op- 
tion executed July 30, 1936, and valid 
for 10 years. F&M claims it has the 
privilege of purchasing the 52% at 
any time within the 10-year period 
that expires July 30, 1946. 

Dysart asserted that the sale of the 
Amusement Co.’s stock to the Am- 
bassador Investment Co. had been 
approved by the U. S. District Court 
here in a reorganization setup and 
the District Court’s ruling had sub- 
sequently been approved by the U. S. 
Circuit Court of Appeals. He indi- 
cated the suit to wrest control from 
the Amusement and Investment Cos. 
will be vigorously fought. 

F&M’s suit also seeks to have the 
Investment Co. sell 12,431 shares of 
Class A and 13,929 shares of Class 
B stock of the Amusement Co. to 








F&M. 
Whether the return on the tem- 
porary injuction will be made _ in 


time to block the stockholders’ con- 
fab cannot be determined. 


Monty Salmon Succeeds 
Wright at Rivoli, N. Y. 


Monty Salmon, 
manager and for 








veteran theatre 
many years with 
the eastern Skouras circuit, becomes 
managing director of the Rivoli, 
N Y., succeeding John Wright, who 
resigned last week. Wright plans 
going in business for himself, but as 
yet has not picked out the type of 
enterprise in which he will land. 
Managing director of the Rivoli for 
13 years, Wright previously was in 
executive sales capacities with 
Paramount where he originally 
started out as a salesman. 

Salmon, his successor, managed 
the Fox, Brooklyn, when it was a 
deluxe stageshow house~and since 
has been with Skouras. He was 
until about six months ago manager 
of the Beacon, N. Y., while since 
then he has managed the Park Plaza 
in the Bronx. At present is man- 
aging the Academy of Music during 
vacation of that house’s regular man- 
ager. 

Riv, now closed, will reopen some 
time in August following extensive 
redecoration, reseating and recar- 
peting. It will continue the same 
policy of first-runs. 

Theatre is part of the United Art- 
ists Theatre circuit which George 
Skouras operates for Joseph M. 
Sehenck and others interested in 
that chain. 





Reflecting the unprecedented up- 
beat in business at the film theatre 
boxoffice this summer, picture shares 
have taken the play away from 
other better known stocks in recent 
weeks on the N. Y. Stock Exchange 
and currently are near 1942 peak 
prices or are about to hang up new 
highs. Traders in the market claim 
that this surprisingly strong theatre 
business is accounting for the opti- 
mistie attitude towards film corpora- 
tion issues, despite constantly mount- 
ing taxes and rising costs of produc- 
tion. 

Most encouraging feature of the 
strength in motion picture shares is 
that marked activity and stability 
has been shown in the last two 
weeks when the stock market had to 
absorb the shock of the giant 1942 
tax bill passing the House and the 
series of setbacks suffered by the 
Russians in the war against the 
Nazis. Weakness all around in other 
corporate issues was barely felt by 
most film company stocks, majority 
of which wound up last week with 
prices edging close to the year’s high 
marks, 

Paramount common, now that only 
the single 6% first preferred ahead 
of it on dividend payments, regis- 
tered a new high on the last two- 
week move at 16% and still is up 
about 50c over two weeks ago. Par 
common also has been among the 
12 most active stocks on the big 
board about every other day in re- 
cent weeks. Strong net profits ex- 
pected for the first six months are 
said to be responsible for this plus 
the favorable position the common 
shares now are in as regards divvy 
distributions, 

Loew and Fox 

Loew’s common, always the bell- 
wether of the amusement group, 
continuing to show marked stability 
despite the deflation of other high- 
priced shares, moved up about 50c 
in two weeks closing at the end of 
last week at $42, just 3742c away 
from the year’s best figure. 

20th-Fox common stock, up more 
than 62c a share over two weeks ago, 
rounded out last week at 11%. This 
is just 25c lower than the top 1942 
quotation and is the result of a 
steady advance for the last six 
weeks, Warner Bros, also has been 
steady around the year’s~ highest 


price of 5%, with the preferred 
showing even more pronounced 
strength. 

Universal common certificates, 


listed on the N. Y. Curb Exchange, 
climbed to 7% on its recent climb to 
higher levels and has held close to 
$7 for days. This is 50c ahead of 
the $6.50 price two weeks ago. Fur- 
ther calling in of 8% preferred stock 
naturally enhances the position of 
these common certificates. Columbia 
Pictures common, on the big board, 
has been strong, if not particularly 
active, around $7.75 or better for a 
couple of weeks. 

Fact that RKO is holding an im- 
portant sales meeting in N. Y. this 
week coupled with confidence in the 
new management enabled its com- 
mon shares to show some strength 
near $3. The fractional advance 
meant activity more than anything 
else after little interest being dis- 
played in this stock for weeks. 


Bogeaus UA Producer 


Hollywood, July 28. 

Ben E. Bogeaus, operator of Gen- 
eral Service Studios, joined the 
ranks of United Artists producers, 
with the biography of Sister Eliza- 
beth Kenny as his first picture. Story 
deals with the career of the Aus- 
tralian nurse whose methods have 
revolutionized the treatment of in- 
fantile paralysis. 

Rosalind Russell is slated for the 
title role, Mary McCarthy is script- 
ing, and Charles L. Glett is v.p. in 
charge of production. 


Demands Well IHustrated 


Hollywood, July 28. 

New demands by studio illustrators 
call for $240 per 40-hour week, time 
and a half for overtime, golden hours 
for Sundays and holidays, vacation 
with pay, sick leave and severance 
pay. 

Pat Casey, producer labor contract, 
will take up the problem with stu- 
dio manager. Illustrators recently 
affiliated with the Screen Set De- 
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MINIVER: 
OF SHOW BUSINESS! 


No ceiling to its possibilities! No end to its runs! 


There’s no precedent for it. The phenomenal staying power at Radio City Music Hall. 
is duplicated everywhere. Records are being set that may never be broken. Look over: 
these first pre-release engagements, most of which are still going strong, then double 
your usual playing time and then clear the decks! 


5 WEEKS 


Cincinnati 


4 WEEKS 
St. Louis, Cleveland. 


3 WEEKS 


New Orleans, Kansas 
City, Denver, Memphis, 
Atlanta, Portland, 
Louisville, Richmond, 
Nashville, Syracuse. 


LOS ANGELES 
MAKES HISTORY! 


Opened in 5 theatres. 
2nd week at 3 theatres. 
Continues indefinite 
run at 1 theatre. 














2 WEEKS 


San Francisco, Dayton, 
Wilmington, Houston, 
2 theatres day-and-date 
in Milwaukee and 

Des Moines, Cedar 
Rapids, San Antonio, 
Long Beach, San Diego, 
Tulsa, Oklahoma City, 
Lincoln, Omaha, Erie, 
Pittsburgh, Johnstown, 
Greensburg, Roanoke, 
Altoona, Cumberland, 
Lowell and more every 
minute! 





from Metro-GOLDMINE-Mayer 


“Pin a Miniver 
rose on your 
box-office!’ 








GREER GARSON 
WALTER PIDGEON 
Directed by WILLIAM 
WYLER + Produced by 
SIDNEY FRANKLIN 
“MRS. MINIVER" with 
Teresa Wright + Dame 
May Whitty « Reginald 
Owen + Henry Travers 
Richard Ney + Henry 
Wilcoxon + Screen Play 
by Arthur Wimperis, 
George Froeschel, James 
Hilton and Claudine West 
A WILLIAM WYLER Pro- 
duction Based on JAN 
STRUTHER'S Rovel « A 
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer 
Picture 
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WB Office Workers in N. Y. May 
Call Sudden Strike Today (Wed. 


——___—_—_ * 


Sirike of office workers in Warner | 
Bros. homeoffice, threatened for | 
Monday (27), did not materialize that | 
day or yesterday (Tuesday), but may | 
be called secretly at any moment, | 
possibly today (Wednesday). 

Learned that the Warner employee- 
members of the Motion Picture Of- 
fice Employees, Local 23169, of the 
American Federation of Labor, held 
a meeting during the past week and 
voted to stand ready to strike, at the 
discretion of the negotiating commit- 
tee. This step was taken so that a 
walkout could be instant. 

Negotiations between the MPOE 
and Warners have been in progress 
for months. A couple weeks ago it 
was reported negotiations were pro- 
ceeding favorably, but since then | 
reached a snag, with Warners said to 
have resisted reopening of a two- 
year contract on wage scales follow- | 
ing expiration of the initial year. In- 
creases are sought in accordance 
with salaries paid and range from 
brackets of less than $30 weekly to 
persons earning over $50. 

The union has a contract with Uni- 
versal, covering its homeoffice and 
exchange white-collarites, which ex- 
pires this fall. That company was 
organized about three years ago. 

Albany 

Same union a couple years ago 
sought to unionize exchanges, but 
made its first move in that direction 
at Albany, where no appreciable 
progress has been made, with result 
bookers, billers, cashiers and others 
are now lining up with the Interna- 
tional Alliance of Theatrical Stage 
Employees. . 

Following several meetings. an Al- | 
bany local is being formed to cover | 
the front-office help, with claims be- | 
ing that most of these employees in | 
the exchanges of Warners, Columbia, | 
Universal, RKO, 20th-Fox, Republic | 
and Monogram have signed up. 

1A is also seeking jurisdiction of | 
workers in the branches of the film 
companies in other keys, but is meet- 
ing with severe resistance in New 
York from the Screen Office & Pro- 
fessional Employees Guild, which 
claims jurisdiction. 


Court Chides 306 For 
‘Reverse Secondary 


Boycott’ in Loew Suit! 








Motion by Local 306, Moving Pic- 
ture Machine Operators of New 
York, for dismissal of an injunction 
suit brought against it last December | 
(1941) by Loew’s, which alleged ille- 
gal contract demands, was denied | 
Thursday (23) by Federal Judge 
Henry W. Goddard in N.Y. No more 
is expected to be heard of the De- 
cember demands of 306, which were 
regarded at the time as an election 
move by Joseph D. Basson, then 
president, who failed to win re-elec- 
tion. 

Suit, brought by Basson and 306’s 
attorney, since ousted, was another | 
offensive in the lengthy campaign to | 
obtain the booths of around 65 thea- 
tres manned by the rival Empire 
State Union Action de- 
manded that Loew’s cease servicing 
film to these non-306 houses on pain 
of a strike against its N. Y. theatres, 
the New York exchange and the 
Metro studio 


Judge Goddard held that 





operators. 


‘such a 
contract as proposed by the defend- 
ants would be subject to condemna- 
tion, citing that ‘it would be a com- 
bination between a union and a 
labor group tc eliminate the compe- 
tition of non-union products. thus 
constituting a violation of the Sher- 


non- 


man anti-trust act... The opinion 
read: ‘Employer-employee relation- 


ship has no bearing in the case. Lo- 
cal 306 is attempting to compel the 


pw@intiff to force independent exhib- | 
; ors » OV , = i 
itors to employ only members of Lo | before 


cal 306 in its projection roqns. 
is in the nature of a reverse secon- 
dary boycott, where the union, in- 
stead of attempting to coerce the | 





Local Girl Sure M.G. 


Pittsburgh, July 28. 

Immortality already and in 
pictures only a year. That’s the 
record of Janet Blair, Columbia 
starlet. Altoona, Pa., high school, 
where she graduated a couple of 
years ago as Martha Rafferty, has 
just renamed its little theatre the 
Janet Blair Playhouse. 

Gal got into pix via the late 
Hal Kemp band. She was at- 
tending a house party at Penn 
State College, right near Altoona, 
and auditioned for Kemp while 
he was playing a job there. 


IA CHALLENGES 
ASC ON ‘DUAL 
UNIONS 


Hollywood, July 28. 

Fight for control of all studio 
cameramen by IATSE took on a 
fresh impetus here when Richard 
Walsh, IA prexy, forced the removal 
of two lensers on location for Metro 
and 20th-Fox. 

In explaining why Len Smith and 
Ed Cronjager were recalled from 
their location jobs, Walsh told mem- 
bers at a meeting ‘There are laws in 
the IATSE constitution to take care 
of men belonging to dual unions.’ 

Walsh’s protests were 
when it was pointed out that ASC 
contracts with producers covered 











only cameramen working in Cali-| mula. 
; 


fornia. 


plans for future actions in 
IBEW-ASC fight with IATSE for the 


control of studio directors of pho- 'natural assumption to be gained was 


tography. Fred Jackman, AS 
with the National Labor Relations 
Board over removal of two ASC 
cameramen from location jobs and 
indicated IBEW was ‘planning a 
stupendous move that would take 
IATSE out of the picture.” In the 
meantime, IATSE prexy Walsh, who 
has been here for the past two 


| weeks, was trying to solidify the 10 


L. A. locals into a smooth working 
unit that would give IATSE a real 


wedge in the camera jurisdictional 
battle. At meeting of the presidents 
and business representatives of the 


locals, Walsh suggested the crafts 
form their own conference and work 
together in each others inierest. 
He said the old L. A. business 
representatives committee formed by 
Harold V. Smith to force a show- 
down on producer negotiations could 
be revived, or some similar organi- 
ation launched, sug¥esting some im- 
partial person like Carl Cooper be 
selected to head it He tossed 
bouquets at Film Technicians Local 
638 for the manner in which its 
membership attends meetings and 
criticized other crafts for non-at- 
tendance. He attacked the studio 
conference unions headed by Herb 
Sorrell as being a group of ‘paper 
unions’ with the exception of the 
studio painters, indicating the latter 


were the only conference group hav 


ing any ‘strength He did not men- 
tion 1. A. Local 306’s affiliation with 
the conference or explain whethe1 
they were included in the ‘papel 
unions.” 

He touched vaguely on a program 
which he hinted would make the 
IATSE again the outstanding studio 


organization and adopted the old 
Willie Bioff alibi refrain of ‘Don’t 
| you believe the lies you see in ‘Daily 
Variety.’ The chant also was 
; echoed by Cooper when he appeared 
what was left of studio 


Ii | laborers and utility employees Local 


727 after much of its jurisdiction was 
surrendered to another AFL union. 





retailer who carries non-union goods, | 306’s threat to request IATSE to call 


here attempts to coerce the distribu- 
tor of non-union goods to stop fur- 
nishing said materials to non-union 
cusiomers. I do not believe that this 
is a labor dispute, nor do I believe 
that such action constitutes a lawful 
trade union objective. The demands 
of the union, as alleged in the com- 
plaint, bear no reasonable relation to 
wages, hours, health, safety, working 


conditions or the right to collective | between 


bargaining,’ 


out every employee of the Loew or- 
ganization unless the demands were 
‘complied with. In reference to this. 
Goddard stated that Loew’s 
control over independent exhibitors: 
nor had they the right to refuse fur- 
nishing them with films. On the con- 
trary, such a refusal would result in 
damage suits being brought against 
it for breach of the consent decree 
the Government and the 
major picture companies entered into 





Judge Goddard pointed to Local ' Nov. 20, 1940. 


heeded | 








Can’t Plan Selling 


Continued from page 7 


meanwhile, like 20th, not knowing 
what the sales policy is going to be. 
| However, RKO has five completed 
lnictures which it will tradeshow 
August 3-4-5-6, so that selling in one 
| way or another can be started. Group 
is ‘Big Street,’ ‘Mexican Spitfire’s 
|Elephant,’ ‘They Flew Alone,’ ‘Jour- 
|ney Into Fear’ and ‘Highways by 
|Night.2 Only one of these, ‘Big 
| Street,’ was screened for the conven- 
tion bunch in New York this week. 
Other companies—Metro, Warners 
and Paramount—which do not tee off 
their seasons until Sept. 1, are wait- 
ing to find out how pictures will be 
isold, but are getting very nervous 
about the entire outlook, with Sep- 
tember only a bit over a month 
away. Also, selling cannot be done 
overnight, nor do exhibitors buy on 
a moment's notice. Latter are also 
plenty worried. 


Warner Bros. is holding regionals 
now, but cannot announce any sales 
policy. Company, however, will im- 
mediately start selling ‘Yankee Doo- 
dle Dandy,’ which was tradeshown 
in all but two of the company’s 
branches Monday (27). Film is being 
sold on percentage at admissions of 
55¢c and $1.10 minimum. First date 
'set is Providence, where film opens 
for Ed Fay Aug. 7. 

Delay in getting any word, good or 
bad, from the D. of J. on the UMPI 
plan not only has distribs and exhibs 
jumpy, so far as selling is concerned, 
but has aroused’ some apprehension 
as to whether official Washington 
looks unkindly on the plan or not. 
It is in the hands of Thurman Ar- 
nold, assistant attorney general, who 
is keeping everybody in the dark, so 
far as official attitude is concerned. 





Rodgers Optimistic 


William F, Rodgers, chairman of 
the committee of the whole of UMPI, 





Hugh Owen, who succeeded J. J. 
Unger as eastern division manager 
for Paramount with headquarters at 
the homeoffice, left Friday (24) on 


a swing through the south, includ- 
ing branches in the southwest where 
he formerly was district manager. 
He will visit Dallas, Oklahoma City, 
Memphis, New Orleans, Atlanta and 
Charlotte. 


Owen officially takes over the 
Unger divisional post Aug. 1. He 
has beer in New York 10 days, how- 
hever, while J. J. Donohue, former 
branch manager at Chicago, took 
over his former district spot Mon- 





day (20). 


MORE DUALING 
THAN EVER IN 
TWIN CITIES 


Minneapolis, July 28. 
As a result of double featuring 
breaking out into the open like a rash 
in the Twin Cities, local exhibitor 
leaders, who regard the policy as an 
‘evil,’ are expressing much alarm lest 
this hitherto rock-ribbed and almost 














with whom the Unity Plan is virtu- | 
ally a religion, doubts that the D. of | 





; ino evidence of D. of J. 

ASC board met Monday (27) night | 
with officials of IBEW to draft — | circles that, since the department a 
the | 


lthat the plan otherwise met with ap- 
prexy, said a protest had been filed | |, P : 


‘had no} 


J. will not approve the UMPI for- | 
He adds that there has been 
opposition to 
it, while also pointed out in UMPI 


} 


couple weeks ago asked only a few 
minor changes in legal verbiage, the 


roval. 

Notwithstanding the D. of J. or Ar- 
/nold, opinion in the trade is that le- 
|gally Par, Metro, WB, RKO and 20th 
are free to sell pictures in any man- 
'ner they choose under the so-called 
‘escape clause of the decree This 
|clause provided that if the Govern- 
iment did not bring the Little Three 
| (United Artists, Columbia and Uni- | 
| versal) under the decree by June 1| 
'last, then the 1942-43 product did not 
jhave to be tradeshown or sold in 
groups up to a maximum of five. 
Thus distribs could even go back to 
block-selling. 


However, the decree companies do 
not want to court the displeasure of 
Arnold or the D. J., and thus, out of 
respect to official Washington, have 
imade the gesture of submitting the 
plan to the D. of J. first in hopes of 
receiving the department’s blessings 

If the D. of J. should look with dis- 
favor on the UMPI plan, not improb- 
able that the five companies or most 
of them would continue under the | 
decree system rather than exercise | 
rights under the escape clause. 





Mrs. Jensen to Appeal 
Overbuying Decision 


Minneapolis, July 28. 
Mis. J. L. Jensen, State theatre, 
White Bear Lake, Minn., will appeal 
to the U. S. Supreme court from the 
principle of law set down by the 
U &. that, 
| although the conduct of a theatre is 
intra-state, purchase of films is a 
|part of interstate commerce and an 
| exhibitor who overbuys to keep 
| product away from a competitor is 
|guilty of a Sherman anti-trust law 
| violation. 
| The ruling was made in the $75,000 
| conspiracy, monopoly and trade re- 
|straint damage suit brought by 
David Ratner, White Bear theatre, 
| Opposition house, against Mrs. Jen- 
|sen. The lower court had errone- 
ously ruled that no Sherman act 
violation could be involved in the 
case, according to the circuit court of 
appeals which ordered a new trial. 
This is the first suit of its sort in 
which film distributors have not been 
joined as defendants. 


circuit court of appeals 





| double 


| successful 


} 
traffic to conserve vital materials.{. —. 
| jors 

iThe attempt resulted in a double! 
\ i 


impregnable single bill territory will 
fall by the wayside. During past sev- 
eral months there has been a rapid 
spread of the twin billing among the 
Minneapolis and St. Paul independ- 
ent neighborhood and suburban situ 
ations. The development reached a | 
climax here last week when some | 
indie nabe under new ownership! 
stressed its double features in its 
newspaper ads for the Tuesday- 
Wednesday change. 


In connection with the spread of 
features here, its charged 
that some of those who object to the 
policy the most have been doing it 
every week under the guise of 
‘double horror bills.’ But the pic- | 
tures labeled ‘horror’ in most in- 
stances qualify as chillers under none 
of the accepted standards. There also 
has been an unusual amount of twin 
bill ‘dabbling’ with full-length car- | 
toon comedies of Hal Roach featur- | 
ettes on one end. 


—_— ~— | 


Rep Not So Good On 
Hossy Stuff Once 
Out of the Hills 


Hollywood, July 28. 


noted for its 


| that 


Republic, 


drama in 


equine | 


yonder hills, was not so 


when it injected’ the| 


horse-and-wagon idea into urban 


ifeature consisting of a tragedy and 


a comedy without benefit of box- 
office receipts 
First feature was a horse-drawn 


which wound } 

up in a runaway, requiring the use 
of two motor trucks to pick up the 
| wreckage at a heavy cost in rubber. | 
igas, time and wages. Second bill! 
was another horse-toted vehicle, this 
| time an antiquated bakery. cart with- 
lout a new paint job. Public got a 
| free laugh as the wagon trundled 
ithrough town bearing the sign: 
‘Cheesecake, Our Specialty.’ 


| ’ 
ifilm delivery wagon 





TITLE CHANGES 
Hollywood, July 28. 
‘The Phantom Killer’ is release tag | 
on ‘Man and the Devil’ at Mono-| 
preiy 
‘Below the White House’ became 
‘Underground Agent’ at Columbia. 


Warners changed ‘Juke Girl’ to 
‘Fun Fair Girl’ for release in Eng- 
land, 


‘Counter Espionage’ is new handle 
on “The Lone Wolf in Scotland Yard.’ 
‘The Trail’s End’ at Columbia be- 


| years. 


| outs. 


involved, 








came ‘A Tornado in the Saddle.’ 


SOPEG Signs 2-Year Contract For — 
1500 Workers at Loew, RKO, Col., 20th 


* 


Hugh Owen’s Dixie Swing 





Following negotiations over a 
comparatively short space of time. a 
contract for two years between the 
Screen Office & Professional Em- 


ployees Guild and Loew's, RKO. Co. 


lumbia and 20th-Fox was signed 
yesterday (Tuesday) in the down- 
town law office of Wendell L. 


Willkie, chairman of the board of 
20th-Fox. In the gase of Columbia. 
exchange as well as home office em- 
ployees are included. Steps are 
under way, meantime, to bring in 
the white-collar workers of 
New York exchanges. 

Under the terms of the contract. a 
majority of the employees of the 
four major companies must be mem- 
bers of the union. Thus there is no 
closed shop. A unique clause pro- 
vides that if members of the SOPEG 
fail to pay initiation fees, dues and 
assessments, they are to be dis- 
charged by the company within 14 
days after receiving notice to that 
effect from the union. However, no 
discharges are to take place without 
prior discussion with the union. 

Where feasible, employees with 
the longest service are to have pref- 
erential treatment with respect to 
promotions, rehiring and layoffs, 

On wage scales 4 minimum or $20 
is called for. A 10° increase is to 
be granted all employees except in 
cases where boosts in salery have 
been received since April 1, this 
year. The raise is to be retroactive 


other 


| to the date of SOPEG'’s certification 


as bargaining agency for the white- 


collarites. which varies from last 
March until various later dates. 
If the increase obtained by any 


employee since April 1 last amounts 
to less than 10°, then the worker 
is to get the difference retroactive to 
date of certification. 

While the contract runs two years, 
in the case of wages it may be re- 
opened for negotiations in that di- 


| rection after the first year. 


Overtime of time-and-a-half is to 
be paid after 40 hours on weekdays, 
while if the work is performed on 
Sundays or holidays, it will be 
double time. Severance pay to apply 
when an employee is discharged ex- 
cept for dishonesty, drunkenness or 
insubordination, mounts to a _ total 
of 12 weeks for any employee in the 
company’s service as long as 12 
It graduates at the rate of 
one week's pay for each year of 
service, 

It is der the contract 
strikes. boy- 


stoppages ol 


agreed u 
there will be no 
picketing, 
Any disputes that cannot be 
settled between the union and the 
employer are to be arbitrated, with 
the arbitrator’s decision to be bind- 
ing. 


cotts, iOCK- 


1,500 White-Collarites 
A total of around 1.500 employees 
in Loew’s, RKO, 20th and Col are 
Union sought to be as fair 
as possible in its demands and, in 
line with the Government war pro- 


| gram, did not ask for more than & 


10%. increase for its members, ma- 
being agreeable to settle at 
that figure rather than try to knock 
it down. 

SOPEG recently was authorized as 
collective bargaining agency for the 
h.o. and branch workers of National 
Screen Service, while in Par, to 
cover h.o., exchange and 
sidiaries, an election is 
be held shortly. 

The SOPEG is affiliated with the 
United Office & Professional Work- 
ers of America, a CIO union. David 
Golden is president, while William 
Phiel is its organizer. 

An AFL union, Motion Picture 
Employees, Local 23169, is the bar- 
gaining agency for Warners and Uni- 
versal. It has a contract with U cov- 
ering both the homeoffice and New 
York exchange, but is having 
trouble with WB. 


music sub- 
expected to 


Coast Leoks All Set 
Hollywood, July 28. 


Deal between the West Coast Film 
Exchanges and the Screen Office Em- 
ployees Guild is nearing the inking 
stage, covering wages, hours and con- 
ditions for clerical employees, 

Tentative agreement has been 
reached on classification of em- 
ployees, and the two groups are now 
taking up the question of minimum 
wage scales. 


~ ae 
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Sensational biz of Cetil B. De- 
Mille’s ‘Reap the Wild Wind’ in 
key cities and big towns is a well- 
told tale—by now the whole in- 
dustry knows it for one of the 
most terrific grossers of all time, 
breaking house records every- 
where and topping ‘North West 
Mounted Police’ by an AVERAGE 
of nearly forty percent. 

The story of ‘Reap’s’ bumper 
harvest in the small towns, though, 
is just beginning to come in—and 
what a story it is. 

Par’s branch managers have re- 
ported ‘Reap’ grosses ranging from 
150 to 600—that’s right, six hun- 
dred—per cent of the ‘North West’ 
takes. And ‘North West’ was huge 
in the small towns. The six hun- 
dred was in Arlington, California. 
In Abilene, Texas 
Geneva, Wisc., ‘Reap’ grossed 400 
per cent of ‘North West.’ 


Plenty of spots reported ‘Reap’ | 


grossing three times the receipts of 
‘North West.” Among them are 
Harwichport, Mass.; Newport 
Beach, Cal.; Escondido, Cal.; Estes 
Park, Colo.: Oceanside, Gas 
Minocqua, Wisc.; Gainesville, Ga.; 
Eagle River, Wisc.; Bridgeton, Me.: 
Spirit Lake, Ia.; Dixon, Ill., and 
plenty more. 

Grosses from two to three times 
the ‘North West’ take were also re- 
ported in Boothbay Harbor, Me.; 
Arctic, R. I; Ellenville, N. Y.: Con- 
way, N. H.; Delavan, Wisc.; Worth- 
ington, Minn.: Murfreesboro, Tenn.: 
Gadsden, Ala.; Freemont, Neb.; 
Storm Lake, Ia.; Elkhorn, Wisc.; 
Paoli, Ind.; Washington, Ind.; Bar 
Harbor, Me., and Damariscotte, 
Maine, 

List of 200 per cent to 150 per 
cent towns is long as your arm. 
The significant feature of these 
record grosses is that they come 
from all parts of-the country, not 
just from one area. Pic seems to 


be going over in small towns 
everywhere with a bang. 
Small towns in vacation areas 


are adopting an unusual plan for 
‘Reap.’ Several of them are book- 
ing in the picture every two weeks, 
having found that turnover of va- 
cationers makes each new engage- 
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Pet. of NWP.’ 








and Lake | term. 
| reported 


itriple that of ‘Aloma.’ 


| Jacksonville, reported 160% for two 








THOSE SARONGS SURE 
BUILD UP A FIGURE! 


Paramount's latest Technicolored 
sarong opera, ‘Beyond the Blue 
Horizon,’ is running true to form at 
the boxoffice, only more so—per- 
haps because of the added sales value 
for femme patrons in Richard Den- 
ning, Lamour’s new jungle friend, 
who wears heavy tan and a lion 
skin, 

Last week’s B.O. reports showed 
‘Horizon’ topping the sensational 
grosses of ‘Aloma’ by a good mar- 
gin. At the Tampa theatre, Tampa, 
‘Horizon’ took in twice as much in | 
two days as ‘Aloma’ did in the same | 
Palace theatre, Marion, O., | 
an 








opening day’s gross | 


Other grosses were similar, if a| 


|shade less spectacular. Fox, At-| 
lanta, showed ‘Horizon’ 120% of| 
‘Aloma’ for three days; Florida, | 





| 
days; Arkansas, Little Rock, took | 
150% for opening day; Majestic, | 
San Antonio, took 140% for three | 
days; Capitol, Williamsport, Pa., | 
and Capitol, Salt Lake City, both 
took 130% for three days. Pic is in| 
a third socko week at the L. A.| 
Paramount. 
a aaidhbeteenat . 
ment almost as big as the first 
booking. Plenty of new house 


are represented in the | 
figures above. 

Part of the smash business for | 
‘Reap’ in small towns is undoubt- 
Paramount’s handling | 


in 


records 


edly due to 


of the picture these spots. 


| Strong home office cooperation, via 


exploitation and publicity help, 
etc., has been given for every 
booking. Paramount’s field men 
hit every date either in person or | 
by remote control. | 


SELL ’EM TICKETS to a better | 


tomorrow! Push the sale of War | 
Bonds and Stamps in your theatre | 
lobby; remember, we’ve got an Axis 
to grind! 


cTARS, HOOPLA 


DAW. Y. PREM 


Top Orks, H’wood Stars, 
N. Y. Celebs All to Take 
Part in N. Y. Para’s Debut 
for Berlin’s ‘Holiday Inn’ 
—More Plans Cooking 











AIR SHOWS SET 





New York Paramount’s Navy Re- 
lief world premiere for Mark Sand- 
rich’s hit production of Irving Ber- 
lin’s ‘Holiday Inn,’ set for the night 
of August 4, was shaping up this 
week as the biggest gala in many 
moons. Full list of participants re- 
mains undetermined; program com- 
mittee is having trouble holding it 
down rather than building it up. 

At the present writing, this much 
is certain: 


Four bands will take part, plus | 
Phil Spitalny’s All-Girl Chorus. | 
Bands set to date include Benny 


|}Goodman, Skinnay Ennis, Phil Har- 


ris and Xavier Cugat. The Ink Spots 
also will be heard from. 

Irving Berlin will be 
from the stage. 


introduced 


event. 


are Connee Boswell, Alice Faye, 
Betty Hutton, Myrna Loy, Ann Mil- 
ler, Zero Mostel, Jan Pierce, 
star of the picture, Carol Bruce, and 
Hazel Scott. Betty Hutton and Mar- 
jorie Reynolds trained in from 
Coast for the event Monday. 


While the Paramount is cooking on | 


the New York sendoff for ‘Holiday | 
Inn,’ Paramount home office and} 
studio is busy setting the biggest na- 
tional radio and exploitation cam- 


paign ever given a picture. 

First ‘Holiday Inn’ radio show will 
go out over the Blue Network at 
9:30 p.m., EWT, on August 4. Eighty- 
six stations will carry the show at 
that time. Fourteen more will air it 
later, bringing the total audience to 
100 stations, coast-to-coast. 


Show will run a full half hour, and | 


will feature three name bands in a 


salute to Irving Berlin. All top tunes | 








ALERT... 


Ann Miller puts the Swing Shift boys in 
an aircraft plant plenty on the alert when 
she goes into this “Reverse Blackout 
Dance’ in Priorities on Parade, which 
preemed in the New York Paramount! 
















James, 


Stage show will be} 
the biggest ever lined up for such an |} 
Among those who will either | 
make an appearance or do a specialty | 
| plugged via other shows. 
55 sponsored programs have been | 
Mar- | set for musical and credit plugs, in- | 
j}jorie Reynolds, singing and dancing | 


the | 





That low, warbling whistle you hear isn’t 
the “all cear’—it's the gong expressing 
their approval of Ann's rapid-fire tap- 
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FOUR BANDS 10 BOW ‘INN’ IN 


New Small Town B.0. Returns Show 
Reap 150 to 600 
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“Boy, I sure hope she gets it finished in time!” 

















of the picture will be featured. | 
Bands set to date include Harry | 
Alvino Rey and Freddie} 
Martin. A second show, originat- 
ing in Hollywood, is to follow at a 
later date. 

Above and beyond the Paramount 
programs for ‘Inn,’ studio and home 
office have been busy getting ‘Inn’ 
To date, 


| 
| 
} 


cluding such top Crossley spots as 
the Cities Service, Texaco, Take It 
or Leave It, Kay Kyser, Quiz Kids, 


Kraft Music Hall and other pro- 
grams. ‘Be Careful, Its My 
Heart,’ new Berlin ballad from 


‘Inn,’ last week hit number one on 


‘Variety’s’ ‘Most plugged on the 
nets’ listing—first tune to pass Par’s 
‘Jingle Jangle Jingle’ in quite a 
spell. 


Platter companies are releasing 
at least 24 and probably more re- 
cordings of the ‘Holiday Inn’ tunes, 
with Decca leading through issu- 
ance of an album of 12, 

To get ‘Inn’ the highest possible 
play on independent stations, Para- 
mount has made up and dealt around 
a new high in prepared transcription 
material. Thirteen separate record- 


All CLEAR... 


ping. Ann's 19; she first wowed film 
audiences in “True to the Army. s 


| inclusion 


| show 


ings are in the list, including a 15-< 
minute transcription, five five-mine 
ute programs, spot announcements, 
and single-tune records. 

The tunes have also been set for 
in current waxings of 
major transcription companies serv- 
icing indie stations, and will reach 
an additional audience strength 
through this medium. 


‘Jingle Jangle Jingle’ 
Draws Its Fourth Ace 


‘Jingle Jangle Jingle,’ hit tune 
from Par’s Technicolor epic ‘The 
Forest Rangers,’ drew down its 


fourth ‘first place’ award over last 
weekend when it moved up to first 
position on the Hit Parade air 
‘Be Careful, It’s My Heart,’ 
from ‘Holiday Inn,’ also moved into 
the Hit Parade last week. 

Issue of July 15, Variety listed 
‘Jingle Jangle Jingle’ at the top 
of three ‘bests’ lists. It was first 
on number 
on the 
sheet 


of network plugs; first 
in 


juke and first 


music 


boxes, 
sales. 
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Dearth of Stories on U.S. Warfront 
By Newsreels May Lead Elmer Davis 
To Force Showdown With Military 


Par’s $1 Rental System 
Set for Victory Shorts 


In order to obtain rapid national 
|distribution for the four Victory 
|shorts produced by Paramount, ex- 
hibitors throughout the country have 
been mailed a pre-approved contract 
isigned by Neil F. Agnew, v.p. over 


|sales, which makes the deal complete 











With audiences picking on exhibi- 
tors and demanding to know why 
they don’t see more of their fighting 
men on far-flung world battlefronts 
in the newsreels, a real showdown 
apparently is looming between El- 
mer Davis, head of the Office of 
War Information, and the Army and 
Navy brasshats. It will be over the 
sparsity of such material from actual 
battlefronts, as well as the prolonged 
delay in getting comparatively small 
total footage into the U. S. reels. In 
line with Davis’ avowed policy on 
newspaper stories, it now looks as 
though he would bring pressure on 
the military authorities by pointing 
out the need for showing various 
fronts to the folks back home—and 
quit being so mysterious about it. 


Distributors and exhibitors realize 
that something is lacking in: the 
U. S. newsreels because they have 
been so informed pointedly on the 
matter by the public. The public, 
represented by audiences in film 
theatres, assumes the attitude that it 
has sons out there fighting; hence the 
least the newsreels can do is to show 
them in action or on their posts of 
duty. 

The Army and Navy touchiness on 
censorshp is understandable in view 
of,the number of Axis spies picked 
up lately in the U. S. Hence, mili- 
tary censorship apparently is not out 
of line in not allowing the newsreel 
to tell too comprehensive a story. 
Quislings in a theatre audience 
might readily pick material off the 
screen of benefit to the enemy. 
Almost any story photographed, film 
experts claim, naturally tips off 
background info of aid to the enemy. 


However, much of this material 
can be trimmed to eliminate any 
military data. And the contention 
of the newsreels is that their diffi- 
culty in getting warfront coverage 
is not over what can or can’t be 
shown, but a virtual clampdown on 
getting cameramen to the fronts and 
then allowing them to make a story. 
Once that is cleared up, material of 
U. S. fighting men will get into the 
reels, but not before. 

Showdown Inevitable 


This obviously is something that 
will have to be handled ultimately 
by Davis, and likely via a showdown 
with the military. Judging by his 
success in handling the spy trials, 
the head of the OWI may soun take 
the necessary steps. The newsreel 
boys frankly admit they have been 
unable to get to first base in their 
struggle to obtain adequate coverage 
of American fighting fronts. While 
they have pointed out that other 
nations show the battlefronts and 
the troops (apparently in a desire 
to maintain home morale), thus far 
military censorship has kept them 
empty-handed of real stcries. 


Newsreelers cite that it took near- 
ly three months to get pictures of 
Pearl Harbor, anything but’ -a- vic- 
tory for the U. S., and that the June 
4 pictures of the outright victory at 
Midway certainly should be going 
to the public shortly. Thus far, the 
newsreels have been told that this 
material may not be available until] 
about Aug. 5 and then as a short 
feature. Consequently, it is believed 
that part of delay in getting the full 
Midway story to the screen has been 
occasioned by scoring and whipping 
clips into a short production. 

Not even any really clean-cut ma- 
terial has come through from Aus- 
tralia for the newsreels, it is re- 
ported. The Alaskan front still is 
a mystery to them while Iceland is 
Strictly tabco. Same holds true for 
virtually all fronts where American 
forces are in action. Some news- 
reel officials claim they are not 
even permitted to photograph civil- 
ian activities in relation to the U. S. 
military troops. 

Even with all five U. S. newsreels 
agreeing to roto coverage or pooling, 
a layout of $1,500 weekly per cam- 
eraman does not show up in actual 
footage that can be used in the reels. 
When cameramen assigned to the 
pool went with a convoy to Ireland, 
they were given only four hours 
notice of the departure. As soon as 

they boarded the boat, their cam- 


iwhen the exhib signs, indicating the 


eras were locked in the hold so no | number of days each subject is to 


films could be taken of the trip or 
the landing of American troops Over 
there. The actual troop landing was 
taken by the British newsreel sub- 
sids of the American reels in Ireland. 
And so far, no worthwhile stories 
have been permitted the U. S. reels’ 
roto coverage cameramen. 


Newsreels Irked By 
Repeated Push Around 
Given Them by D.C. Units 


Washington, July 28. 

Newsreel photographers got rough 
treatment from Marine Corps guards 
at the Navy Building when they 
started to lens Admiral William D. 
Leahy leaving his car to take up his 
new job as Chief of Staff for Presi- 
dent Roosevelt. 

George Dorsey, head of Pathe’s 
bureau, made the appointment with 
the Admiral to ‘shoot’ him as he was 
leaving the car for his new desk. 
Photographers J. T. Baltzell of Pathe 
and Hugo C. Johnson of Paramount 
were ready with hand cameras when 


his machine pulled up to the Navy 
Building. While they were turning 
the crank they were seized by the 
Marines and hustled to the provost 








be played. 

The contract form, simple and oc- 
cupying only one printed page, stip- 
ulates the rental fee as $1 per day 
for each short and includes a clause 
reading that ‘it is understood that no 
specific run is licensed or any clear- 
ance granted and that a print of each 
of these motion pictures will be de- 
livered to you when available for 
exhibition in your theatre. The 
regular Par license agreement cover- 
ing shorts shall be applicable to the 
Victory subjects otherwise. Par calls 
its contract on the Victory shorts a 
Victory Pledge and includes the line: 
‘Paramount is proud to share this 
covenant and congratulates you.’ 

First of the four Par subjects, ‘A 
Letter from Bataan’ has been com- 
pleted, while the second, ‘We Refuse 
to Die,’ based on the Nazi slaughter 
at Lidice, is in production. The 
third, ‘The Aldrich Family Gets Into 
Scrap,’ has reached the preparation 
stage, while the fourth will be based 
on Vice-President Wallace’s recent 
speech about America’s war aims. 

Par will turn over all profits from 
distribution of the shorts to the War 
Activities Committee, 


ROLLA, MO., PRICE WAR 
CUTS ADMISH TO 10C 


St. Louis, July 28. 
The squabble between the Gas- 





conade Theatre Co., operator of the 
Rollamo, Rolla, Mo., 115 miles from 
here, and the Ritz, an indie house 
owned and operated by Mildred 
Rauth in the same town, reached a 


marshal’s office. Official credentials 
showing their accredited status with 
the Navy department were ignored. 
Loud expostulations were futile, 
but finally a Marine guard took 


were permitted to retain their film. 
The public relations office of the 
Marine Corps had no comment to 
make on the episode and officials 
of the photographic section of the 
Navy’s Office of Public Relations 
said they never thought it necessary 
to give permission for anybody to 
make photographs on the sidewalk, 
feeling they had no _ jurisdiction 
there. 

Several incidents of such charac- 
ter have the newsreel men irked. 
Credentials are frequently ignored 
and photographers pushed around. 
Tony Muto, of 20th Century-Fox, 
who can expound loudly for his 
rights, is expected to again take up 
with high officials the question of 
having photographers’ rights clearly 
defined, so that ali public reiations 
officers and guards will understand. 





them to the office of Lt. Commander |new high last week when the 
Brown where their status was/|Rollamo began a 10c admish scale 
cleared. On being released they | three nights weekly. As it has first- 


run releases in Rolla from many film 
companies the Gasconade organiza- 


tion is trying to wean biz away from 
its rival which must play subsequent 
run at a 15¢ and 25c scale. 

Miss Rauth has already taken her 
beef to the local AAA tribunal] and 
asks for relief in obtaining screen 
fodder. Miss Rauth jumped into the 
flicker field last year when she built 
a new horse in Rolla which is the 
home of the Missouri School of 
Mines and only a few miles away 
from the Fort Leonard Wood Re- 
placement Camp. Everything went 
swell until she began to encounter 
difficulty in ootaining celluloid and 
when her pleas were ignored she ap- 
pealed to the AAA for help. The 
price war is the latest development 
in the strife in the Ozark Mountains 
region town, 





Detroit's Defense Workers Boom B.0.; 
Alc Mats Tilt to 50c, 65c Nights 





Detroit, July 28. 

Getting away from awkward price 
differentials, loop picture houses 
here have finally settled to a two- 
price policy which sees matinees 
vaulted a dime. 

Former figures saw the major 
downtown pix houses using 40c for 
earlier shows, 55c in the evening 
with 65c for the night trade. New 
policy sees the 50c level in until 6| 
p.m. when the prices continue at the 
65c figure. 

The matinee increase was felt 
warranted in view of the heavy de- 
fense coin in this district and, from 
the boxoffice standpoint, it cut out 
a steep increase which caused some 
questions from the customers. Many 
wanted to know why there was a 
two-bit difference between the af- 
ternoon price and the evening one, 


enough to cover the fare in many of 
the nabes. 


First-run business in Detroit has 
been markedly on the upbeat since 
late spring with the summer biz far 
above average. Instead of the usual 
hot-weather decline, the defense 
boom sees the workers both with fat 








gay envelopes and tied to jobs which 
Aon’t permit vacations. 





Result has been a spending splurge | 


which is bringing the customers out 
of the..neighhbcrhood -ecireles which- 
are feeling a proportionate decline 
in attendance. One marked increase 
in the loop attendance nights is the 
young trade which formerly couldn’t 
afford much spending but now, 
with the hypo of $100-a-week pay- 
checks, are splurging on their pic- 
ture-going, particularly weekends. 
Last week, in the face of a heat wave 
and a day-long transportation strike, 
Kay Kyser set a new house record 
at the Fox with $65,000 as evidence 
of what kind of biz this town is 
doing. The new house mark was 
$12,000 above his former figure, set 
in the wintertime. 

Because of the biz decline in the 
nabes there is no indication that 
they will follow the price rise of 
the major houses at this time, al- 
though if the ‘Silk Shirt Harry’ 
spending of the last war continues 
to surge up here, there is a likeli- 
hood that this fall they may go to 
a 40c figure. Some sentiment is 
forming on the idea it isn’t the nabe 
price which is a factor in the -pres- 
ent 10% falloff in biz but merely 
the tendency of the big earners and 
spenders to head for the plushier 
places. By fall they figure that no- 
body will beef about a proportion- 
ate increase in the neighborhood 
houses. 

That ‘Silk Shirt’ era of the last 


—e 


Inside Stuff—Pictures 


Pix publicists pray for cast personnel to get wed while in production 
since nuptials are always good for a mention of the pic involved in stories 
and photo captions. In last three weeks the flacks at Columbia have 
developed heartburn over four weddings involving loanouts or freelancers 
that got hitched after they went off the Columbia Pix payroll. 

Helen Parrish, a loanout from Universal, finished “They All Kissed the 
Bride,’ returned to her home lot for the knotting. Joan Crawford, star 
of the same picture, waited until she got back to Metro before getting 
hitched. Cary Grant spent about 14 weeks on the Columbia lot shooting 
‘Talk of the Town,’ didn’t get hitched till he left. And only last week 
Eddie Norris got through with ‘Sabotage Agent’ before taking Jane Doe 
to the preacher. Boys managed to survive, but they can’t forget all that 
space they coulda gotten. : 








Peculiar reaction 1s reported in some places on ‘Sgt. York,’ now on 
general release at regular ‘admissions. In most new spots where the 
picture was not milked by previous engagements at higher admissions, 
the World War No. 1 hero opus is doing nice business. But in certain 
locations where it had played longrun originally and where the U. Ss. 
entry into the present war is developing new ideas the business is re- 
ported as mild. 

Spots close to army posts or camps are not doing so well with ‘York,’ 
according to prelim advices It’s doped out this way: Country is in a 
new war and new heroes are being made daily; hence the film is re- 
garded as slightly dated by the troops. Warners’ picture is reported to 
have played more than 8,500 accounts at the higher admission scale. 





Feature films, designed to propagandize America’s war effort, are get- 
ting more and more governmental aid since it became known that Latin- 
American countries are not warming up to documentary shorts. Fans 
below the border want propaganda wrapped tp in fictional stories. As a 
result, Federal agencies are working hand-in-hand with Universal on the 
production of ‘Pittsburgh,’ a tale of the chemical industry in war. Army 
Air Corps, working along the same lines, has sent one of its top public 
relations officers, a former fiction writer, to Hollywood to line up writers 
to weave romantic tales about air fields and training schools. 





What will happen when the production boom falls down and goes boom 
is worrying the doubters in Hollywood, where major studios are storing 
up the greatest fund of unreleased pictures in the history of the industry. 
This is the busiest of all summers on the sound stages, with practically 
every studio in town working at capacity to build up a celluloid insurance 
against shortages of actors, technicians and vital materials. What will 
happen after the feverish production pace dies down is anybody's guess. 
Whether the war’s later impact will lower the boom on the boom also is 
in the future book. 





Paramount is up against a naval problem in the production of its ‘Story 
of Dr. Wassell,’ patriotic tale of the lieutenant commander whose feat 
in the Java Sea has become part of U. S. Navy tradition. Studio had re- 
conditioned the old schooner, Metha Nelson, into a motorship, but the 
U. S. Maritime Commission stepped in and requisitioned it for Govern- 
Old Metha once figured in a mysterious treasure hunt in 
the South Seas that wound up in a mutiny and lawsuits. Later she 
worked for Cecil B. DeMille in ‘Reap the Wild Wind.’ Now her film 
career is ended for the duration. 


ment service. 


‘Curfew shall not ring toiiight’ is a refrain never spoken among enemy 
aliens employed on the motion picture lots, Check-up, privately con- 
ducted by film studios, disclosed that not one of their non-citizen workers 
had been picked up on the streets between the hours of 8 p.m. and 6 a.m., 
the curfew time prescribed by the Department of Justice. Employees of 
other industries have not been so particular about law observance. Over 
recent weekend, FBI and city police rounded up 50 German and Italian- 
born aliens in bars and niteries, but no studio workmen. 





With Gene Autry in the Army, Republic is concentrating on a buildup 
of Roy Rogers as top cowboy for the 1942-43 program. Autry’s transition 
from the films to the Air Corps left a vacancy of four westerns and four 
special features in the new schedule. Studio execs are figuring on upping 
Rogers to head buckaroo for the duration, with Bob Steele moving into 
the second spot. Steele, a graduate of FBO and Monogram, has been 
riding in the Three Mesquiteers series at Republic. 


Electric lighting takes the place of paint in experiments conducted by 
Universal technicians to save chemicals for wartime use. In a week’s 
tests on backgrounds for ‘Love and Kisses, Caroline,’ Jack Otterson, su- 
pervising art director, and Joseph Valentine, cameraman, flooded walls 
with tinted lights and achieved the same results as costly paints. Idea 
may be used in forthcoming pictures. 





Leading film head believes Warner ‘This Is Army’ deal at $250,000 
advance and 20% distribution fee to be deducted—is admittedly ‘too tough 
to follow.’ Other film executives, who foresee possibly other quasi- 
official tieups (Navy Relief, United Nations, etc.) state that they couldn’t 
negotiate a deal, since WB set too high a standard by giving away every- 
thing. 





Cooperation of the Government and Lt. Commander Corydon McAlmont 
Wassell, the hero-doctor of Java, in the Paramount film, now in work, 
carries with it a $50,000 contribution by Par to Navy Relief. There’s an 
additional 10% of the profits to the Navy Fund to follow. It’s a Cecil B. 
deMille production, which James Hilton is scripting. 





Canadian government budget action in upping cost of candy bars from 
5 to 6c will probably sound the deathknell of vending machines in Ca- 
nadian theatres, since these are geared for nickels. Only possible solution 
is to have an usher on duty to collect the extra penny, but this is not 
thought to be practical on revenue involved. 





Importance of American motion picture films in the foreign market is 
stressed in ‘The Films Follow the Flag’ article written by Albert Deane, 
Paramount’s foreign ad-publicity head, which appeared in the Sunday 
Weekly mag of the Christian Science Monitor last Sunday (26). 





Most used ‘shot’ for American feature productions in the present war 
promises to be the burning of the ‘Arizona’ at Pearl Harbor. While not 
known into how many pictures it has been incorporated as a background 
shot, it already has figured in two features reviewed this week. 





Tex McCrary, editorial writer of the N. Y. Mirror, shortly will go to 
England and will make his weekly ‘Ringside Seat’ shorts there. 





war seems on the verge here. Lat- 
est story going the rounds is about 
the conscientious clerk in a down- 
town store here who thought it was 
his duty to warn an obvious defense 
plant worker that the $85 white 
cashmere suit he was inspecting 


ing, ‘What the hell business of yours 
is it what I buy. If you got that 
wasn’t famous for being rugged ma- 
terial or having great utility. The 
suit in my size I'll take two.” 

In view of that sort of thing, pix 
prices here probably haven't com- 








pleted their full hike upward. 


defense worker shut him up by say- 
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‘MAKE WAY FOR ANOTHER MUSICAL IN 
THE BEST 20TH CENTURY-FOX TRADITION!” 




















~— Motion Picture Daily 























PACCLELL AnD 
BARCLAY 














fo een 


—— 























22 WAR 


ACTIVITIES 


VARIETY 





Wednesday, July 29, 1942 














eo oy 
Film Biz’s 
—____ _——_—— (‘ontinued 


displays. To facilitate these, the 
Treasury people have asked the 
British Ministry of Information and 
the British Embassy to aid in pro- 
vicing genuine war souveniers, like 
captured planes, bombs and equip- 
ment, for lobby displays. 
Not Counting Salaries 


All this is in addition to the value 
of the 25 stars, 200 featured players 
and fieldmen who will be utilized, 
on a priority basis, to put the drive 
across; plus the execs who have 
dropped everything to concentrate 
on the coming campaign. 

This is the first time in history that 
all branches of the industry—pro- 
ducers, distributors and exhibitors— 
have united in a single drive for a 
Government cause. Plans call for 
the seven tours, each headed by 
stars with mass pulling power, to 
show at huge war bond rallies, none 
of which will play in theatres nor 
any place where the admission tariff 
is anything but the purchase of war 
stamps or bonds. The stars and 
players will be instructed on how to 
make a three-minute spiel aimed at 
inducing workers to sign for the 
payroll savings plan. This means 
that besides visits to metropolitan 
centers, the caravans will stop at in- 
dustrial areas and centers of war 
production. In each city and town 
visited the local exchanges and pic- 
ture houses will be expected to pro- 
vide entertainment programs to sup- 
plement the visit of the stars. 


Inceme-Tax Month Toe 


The industry really has a job on its 
hands since the drive comes during 
income-tax month. To this must be 
added the problem of ballying the 
drive without curtailing the routine 
plugging for the regular show dates. 
And, finally, since every appearance 
of the picture players will be else- 
where than in the theatres, the in- 
dustry is in the position of promoting 
a steady stream of competitive per- 
formances, each of which are gaited 
to pull maximum audiences. Busi- 
ness is bound to feel this com- 
petition, but, as Oscar A. Doob, on 
loan from Loew’s to the War Activi- 
ties Drive, said, ‘If we don't win this 
War we won’t have any business.’ 

The Treasury Department and the 
Federal Reserve Banks are cooper- 
ating to the hilt by arranging, for the 
first time, to stock 5,000 theatres with 
Defense Bonds without the exhibitors 
laying out any coin. The War Ac- 
tivities Committee has furnished the 
names of 5,000 theatres which will be 
qualified and supplied. Plans call for 
these houses to be provisioned and 
set to go by Aug. 15, so as to get off 
to a flying start 

The current bottleneck in the WAC 
drive to prepare for the September 
campaign is a reluctance by exhib- 
itors to return the WAC forms which 
report on War Stamp sales. Thus 
far only about half of the May re- 
ports, and few of the June reports, 
are in. Unless house managers get 
these reports in pronto the WAC will 
have no criterion whereby it can 
judge which areas are off the pace, 
once the September campaign gets 
started, and so arrange to bolster the 
drive in that sector. 

Abbott and Costello wind up their 
current personal appearance tour, 
plugging the sale of War Bonds and 
Stamps, in N. Y. City with four 
shows over Aug. 25-26. Tentative 
schedule of shows calls for one each 
in Central Park, the Bronx, the Navy 
Yard and ‘the Army Embarkation 
Area. 











Marlene’s $2,000,000 in Ohio 
Toledo, O., July 28. 

About $2,000,000 worth of war 
bonds and stamps were sold in 17 
Ohio cities by the ‘Jeep Caravan, 
with Marlene Dietrich, announced 
the U. S. Treasury Department. Miss 
Dietrich made the Ohio tour with 
the jeeps, sponsored jointly by the 
Treasury Department and the U. S. 
Army. 





Stamps for Hitler’s Coffin 
Hartford, July 28. 

Widespread press publicity, plus 
the sale of several thousands of dol- 
lars of war stamps, was accrued by 
Fred Greenway, manager of the 
Poli Palace here last week as result 
of placing a coffin on the sidewalk 
in froht of his house. For each 
stamp sold at an adjoining booth, 
war stamp customers were encour- 
aged to hammer a nail into the 
coffin, on the top of which there 
Was a painted effigy of Hitler. Orig- 
inal plan propounded by Greenway 
was for each theatre to ave a 
similar war stamp promotion. Plan 
Was agreed to by managers but never 
materialized. 


Loew's Poli, managed by Lou 


Billion Bond Drive 
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Cohen, tried stunt for a couple of 
days with good returns in stamp 
sales. 
A. & C.’s Denver Million 
Denver, July 28. 

With Abbott & Costello furnishing 
the spark, South Denver bought 
more than $1,000,000 in war bonds 
and stamps one day last week. The 
quota had been set at $250,000. The 
day was ‘South Denver to Tokyo’ 
day, and the planes to be bought 
with the money will be named 
‘Spirit of South Denver.’ 





Bond Delivery Service 
Minneapolis, July 21, 

Manager Charlie Zinn, of the 
Century, loop first-run house, has 
launched a new delivery service to 
boost his theatre’s sale of war 
stamps and bonds. The theatre is 
offering to deliver purchases of the 
Government securities any place 
downtown after 11 a.m. 
The public has been invited to 
telephone their orders to the show- 
house for delivery. 
Banners and signs in front of the 
theatres and in the lobbies and 
screen trailers are calling attention 
to the sale of war bonds and stamps 
at Minnesota Amus. Co. (Para- 
mount) houses, but results have not 
satisfied John J. Friedl, the chain’s 
president. Accordingly, house man- 
agers and employees have been re- 
quested by him to make house to 
house sales in the neighborhoods 
where they reside. 
Friedl says he expects every the- 
atre to dispose of sizeable amounts 
of the war securities, ‘whether at the 
boxoffice or elsewhere.’ He regards 
the selling of the bonds and stamps 
as one of the duties of all theatre 
employees now, he declares. 


MENUHIN’S 55 MINUTES 
RECORD CANTEEN SOLO 


American Theatre Wing’s Stage 
Door Canteen on West 44th Street, 
N. Y., got a classical treat Saturday 


(25) night when concert violionist 
Yehudi Menuhin appeared before a 
crowd of uniformed men. Canteen 
had started to run short of refresh- 
ments and eats came on the run, but 
were never called for. The lads sat 
or stood enraptured as Menuhin 
went on and on. He played for 55 
minutes, a new high for solos at the 
Canteen and afterwards gave all 
comers his autograph. 

When Menuhin was on for half 
an hour he was asked if he wished 
to withdraw. The kid answered: 
‘No, I want to play more pieces,” and 
later he said the audiences response 
was comparable to that in South 
America, where the violinist was 
lionized. An official of Lewisohn 
Stadium entered the Canteen and, 
noting the hit the kid made, re- 
marked that he gave out more music 
for the boys for nothing than he did 
at the Stadium for $2,500. 

Menuhifi switched from the classi- 
cal to play ‘I Left My Heart at the 
Stage Door Canteen,’ Irving Berlin’s 
hit in “This is the Army.’ That was 
near the end of his program and 
was a wow, he then concluded with 
‘Ave Maria,’ by which time the Can- 
teen was ready for lights out. Fid- 
dier dripped with perspiration dur- 
ing the endurance test, despite the 
fact that the Canteen has a new 
cooling system that is supposed to 
keep the place more than 20 degrees 
cooler than the street. Previous 
Saturday Albert Spalding, another 
leading concert violinist, entertained 
the boys. 


M’w’kee’s Army Boom 











Milwaukee, July 28. 

Theatres and niteries have been 
reaping a harvest with 6,009 to 7,000 
service men from Great Lakes, Fort 
Sheridan and Camp McCoy week- 
ending here, and the city has been 
patting itself on the back as the 
prime ‘Liberty Town’ of the middle 
west, but there has come a sudden 
realization that the huge influx of 
soldiers and sailors has created a 
moral problem to be reckoned with. 

Mow a ‘supervised’ system of recre- 
ation is being planned, with down- 
town parking lots turned into dance 
areas for the weekends—all free, of 
course—and the outlook for the box- 
offices is now regarded as not any 
| too hot. 





‘Navy Show Into Mpls. 
Theatre; Boosts Biz, 





Minneapolis, July 28. 
Enlisted men, mostly Minneapoli- 
tans, at the U. S. Navy Wold-Cham- 
berlain field air base here, produced 
their own show to promote Navy en- 


listnents in this sector and succeed- 
ed in booking it into the local Or- 
pheum for an entire week. With Bill 
Wiggington, former WCCO an- 
nouncer as emcee, the show com- 
prised numbers by a corking 20-piece 
band and a male chorus of 40 voices 
in addition to individual specialties. 
It was a great break for the the- 
atre and for the Navy alike because 
the show made a splendid impres- 
sion, boosted the week’s gross sub- 
stantially and stimulated local Navy 
enlistments, besides having a patri- 
otic influence on audiences. Theatre 
went to the expense of bringing in 
a suitable setting and bandstands 
from New York, and manager Bill 
Sears was so tickled with the per- 
formance and the fine business that 
he presented every one of the sailor 
boy participants with a worthwhile 
gift. Because of Navy regulations 
the sailors could only appear for two, 
night performances daily. 

Reviewers and customers rated the 
band and singing on a par with that 
provided by professional stage shows 
at this house. Most of the arrange- 
ments by Harold Sincock, one of the 
pianists, who was music arranger for 
the Kate Smith air shows for three 
years. 


ARMY WAR SHOW AGAIN 
‘OUT’ OF MINNEAPOLIS 


Minneapolis, July 28. 
It’s on again, off again for the big 
Army war show, ‘Here’s Your Army,’ 
as far as Minneapolis is concerned. 


When the University of Minnescta 
regents refused permission for use of 
the stadium, declared to be the ‘only 
suitable available site,’ because, 
among other reasons, expected dam- 
age to sod could not be repaired in 
time for the football season, the show 
was declared lost to Minneapolis, and 
public officials, newspapers and civic 
and commercial bodies raved and as- 
sailed the regents. 


Then it was announced that a nat- 
ural amphitheatre at one of the city 
parks had been inspected and ap- 
proved as a site by army engineers, 
and the show was on again. 

Latest War Department tidings is 
that the Minneapolis dates, Aug. 15- 
18, have been switched to Des Moines 
‘because of inability to obtain a satis- 
factory site here.’ 

No other attraction ever had so 
much advance publicity, and now 
it’s expected there'll be more lam- 
basting of the regents. 


Montague With Spewack’s 
Picture Unit in the OWI 


W. P. Montague, for 15 years as- 
signment editor of Paramount news- 
teel, resigned over the weekend and 
started working for Sam Spewack’s 
film unit in the Office of War Infor- 
mation this week. It makes the 
second man to be lost by this news- 
reel in recent months, Merle John- 
son, news editor, leaving early this 
| summer to do similar work for the 
| General Motors motion picture unit. 

No successor has been named to 
Montague’s spot, according to A. J. 
Richard, editor of Par News, work 
being divided up on desk until selec- 
tion is made. 

















WB’s Canteen Cig Fund 
The Warner Club, embracing 
homeoffice WB help, has formed the 
Service Man’s Canteen Committee 


for th se of dispatchi . 
Now Looks Not So Hot} tons ot cizarets regularly to former 


Warner employees now in the armed 
forces. 

Last Christmas the Warner club 
sent checks to about 300 of the em- 
ployees then in serv.ce, while this 
coming Xmas it is planned to ship 
gift packages to more than 700, ap- 
proximate Warner total in the Army 
or Navy excepting former studio 
workers. 

On the cigaret plan, tobacco com- 
panies are cooperating in making 
shipments to soldiers anywhere at 





Capt. John Edmondson 
John Edmondson, of 20th-Fox le- 
gal staff in charge of National The- 
atres business, commissioned a first 
lieutenant in the U. S. Army Air 
Corps and off to camp in the south. 





Hypos Enlistments 


special prices. e 


U.S. Roll Call 


Continued from page 4 


his commanding officers shortly after 
that will be Soose, now also a chief 
petty officer, but slated to get his 
ensign’s stripes in a few weeks. 

Carl Eagle, Pitt student and son of 
Charlie Eagle, manager of WB's 
Stanley, Army. 

Bill Thunhurst, Tech drama stu- 
dent, who played lead in ‘Green 
Grow the Lilacs’ at Playhouse last 
season, Army. 

Max Shabason, chief vooker M-G 
exchange, Army. 

Lawrence R. Carettie, chief booker 
Monogram, Army. 

Richard D. Marks, son of veteran 
exhibitor Jack Marks, first lieutenant 
in Air Corps at Miami Beach. He's 
a graduate of the Augusta Military 
Academy, Va. 

Pearson Fleisher, assistant man- 
ager at Basle theatre in Washington, 
Pa., Army. 

Dario Castelli, of Park theatre, 
Library, Army. He joined Navy sev- 
eral months ago, but was given an 
aptitude discharge. A brother, Vic- 
tor Castelli, has been in the Army 
more than a year, and now assigned 
to guard duty at White House. Two 
other brothers, Jerry and James, 
running the theatre. 

Edward Fitzpatrick, of M-G inspec- 
tion department, Coast Guard. 

Merle Alvin, of NSS, Army. He’s 
the son of Mrs. Hilda Alvin, for 
many years chief inspectress at M-G. 
Joe Minsky, formerly office man- 
ager of WB, upped to sergeant and 
transferred to a camp in Oklahoma. 





Showfelk at Ft. McClellan 


Anniston, Ala., July 28. 
Several show biz people are cur- 
rently stationed at Ft. McClellan, 
most of them appearing regularly in 
shows at camp’s USO recreation cen- 
ter in Anniston. Buddy Sawyer 
(real name Harold Estep), who re- 
cently completed the film ‘Park Ave- 
nue Kids,’ with Judy Garland, is fre- 
quently m.c. and tap dancer and re- 
cently produced a show for his bat- 
talion. 

Dean Hudson, the former orches- 
tra leader, is a Lieutenant at Ft. 
McClellan and takes part in the 
shows. Corp. Benny Cash, formerly 
pianist with Kay Kyser, is also here 
and has his own regular three-a- 
week radio program over WHMA, 
local outlet of the Blue Network. 
He also produces soldier shows which 
tour the nearby clubs. 

Allen Sterling, who recently quit 
an engagement at the Grosvenor 
House in London to join the U. S. 
Army, is stationed at Ft. McClellan. 
He plays the piano every Sunday in 
the show at the USO club and like- 
wise broadcasts regularly over 
WHMA. Also here is Lt. Frank Car- 
fano, grandson of Jimmy Kelly, who 
operates the nitery in Greenwich 
Village, N. Y. He, too, helps pro- 
duce the shows for the trainees, 





Hollywoed Contingent 


Hollywood, July 28. 
Glenn Rose, film press agent, 
Army Air Corps. 
Tony Lombardo, 
Army. 
Herbert K. Gagos, 
Army Air Corps. 
Wesley Barry, assistant film direc- 
tor, Navy. 
Tom Casey, screen actor, Army. 
John Grout, film props, Army. 
Leo Miller, film booker, Army. 
James W. Neilson, former RKO 
apprentice director, now stationed 
at the U. S. Marine Corps Base, San 
Diego. Neilson had enlisted July 
10 after having knocked off six 
months of a seven-year contract 
with RKO in Hollywood. He had 
formerly been associated with Guth- 
rie McClintic and Katherine Cornell 
as stage manager in New York. 

Leif Erikson, film actor, Navy. 

Mike Frankovitch, production aide, 
ordered from Air Corps Reserve to 
officers’ school in Florida. 

Ray Middleton, stage and film 
singer, upped from private to cor- 
poral, Army. } 

Robert E. Lee, radio writer, Army. 

George Stephenson, 20th-Fox legal 
staff, Army. 

Herbert Brill, film technical ad- 
viser, Army. 

Deke Houlgate, former football 
picker for ‘Daily Variety,’ Army Air 
Corps. 

John Rearick, assistant to Bill Orr 
at Metro, Army. 


film prop man, 


United Press, 





Canadian Warnerites In 


Bebe Coval, Warner branch man- 
ager in Montreal, Canadian Recon- 
naissance Brigade Reserve Corps. 
Tommy Carr, shipper in Warner ex- 
change at Montreal, Army. Vic 
Beattie, booker in Toronto Warner 
branch, R.C.A.F. 








Spielers Hypo Ship Bldg. 
Program With Lunchtime 
Chitchat of War Heroics 





The U. S. Maritime Commission, 
through its Office of National Sery- 
ice, is booking speakers for dates at 
shipyards and factories producing 
for the ship building program. 
Plan has been in operation since 
early last month and is paying out 
with exceptional jumps in produc- 
tion. 

Speakers are mostly United Na- 
tions war heroes, merchant marin- 
ers who have been torpedoed, war 
correspondents, and, in a few in- 
stances, civilian. Prime requisite 
for speakers is that they shall have 
done something exceptional that 
gives them the right to talk with 
and to, not down to, the men who 
make the tools and equipment that 
arm and feed our fighting men. 

Among the profesh speakers, pro- 
vided cuffo by W. Colston Leigh 
Bureau, were Lawrence Impey, 
London Daily Mail correspondent in 
Malaya and one of the last out of 
Singapore; Earl Schenck, civilian, 
who has lived in Far East: and 
Frederick Marquardt, Far East cor- 
respondent, currently on Chicago 
Sun staff. Since audiences are ad- 
dressed during their lunch hours, 
which may be any time of the day 
or night sifice these plants work 


be able to palaver in ‘meat and po- 
tatoes’ fashion. Socko with the 
workers are personal experiences 
that miss none of the gory details, 
tell them how their produce is being 
used while off-the-cuff patter not 
backed by personal savvy gets a 
brushoff. One of the best speakers 
is a member of the National Mari- 
time Union who'd been torpedoed. 
The Office of National Service did 
a somewhat similar chore for the 
U. S. Shipping Board in the last war. 
Headman is Col. C. M. Paul. 


COHN ARRANGES STUDIO 
TOURS FOR SERVICEMEN 


Hollywood, July 28. 
New schedule of visiting days at 
film studios for men in Uncle Sam’s 
fighting forces has been arranged by 
Harry Cohn, chairman of the Sports 
and Special Events Committee of 
United Service Organizations. Serv- 
ice men in groups of 10 may obtain 
passes at any USO center,in town. 
Visiting days are: Monday, Para- 
mount; Tuesday, Metro; Wednesday, 
Columbia; Thursday, RKO: Friday, 
Warners; Saturday, 20th-Fox, Uni- 
versal, Republic and General Serv- 
ice, 


Daily Pitch in Chicago’s 
Loop for Bonds, Stamps 


Chicago, Juy 28. 

Unique experiment in Windy City’s 
Loop to sell war stamps and bonds 
via open-air show, starring outstand- 
ing celebrities of stage, screen and 
radio, on Treasury Corner, State and 
Van Buren, during lunch hour only, 
has netted U. S. Government over 
$200,000 to date. Idea was originally 
begun by Sears, Roebuck store, 
which turned over its corner win- 
dows to the Treasury Dept. for the 
duration. Glass was removed and a 
regular show, contributed sans charge 











by Chicago’s combined nite spots, 
theatres and radio stations, put on 
daily, Monday through Friday from 
11:45 to 1:30 and Saturday from 11:45 


to 5 o'clock. 

Women’s Defense Corps of America 
volunteers to sell stamps and bonds 
to listening crowd, hawking them on 
corner in sideshow style. Volunteers 
from Advertising Managers . Club 
have devoted their lunch hours to 
helping manage and run the shows. 

Turnover of 15,000 people daily 
during the hour and 45-minute pe- 
riod has averaged $3,000 a day in 
sales. These sales were made on one 
of the world’s busiest corners, against 
the competition of pneumatic ham- 
mers, cutting out the new Chicago 
subway, noisy laying of sewers, thun- 
dering of elevated overhead and 
other obstacles. 

Among the stars who have ap- 
peared, and either performed or ad- 
dressed audiences in this spot, are 
Marlene Dietrich, Judy Canova, Ve- 
loz & Yolanda, Kay Kyser, Morton 
Downey, Eddy Duchin, Ted Weems, 
Mrs. Pat O’Brien, Uncle Walter, 
Skeets Gallagher, Buddy Ebsen, 
Georgie Jessel, and stars of the 
White Sox, Giants, Yankees and 


other baseball teams playing the Chi- 
eago area, 
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Chertok’s Shorts 
For Inter-Amer. 
Market Via U. S. 


Jack Chertok, long Metro’s ace 
shorts producer, has been named 
Coast production chief for the motion 
picture division of the Office of Co- 





MORE ‘REALISM’ 


British MOI Official Cites Neglected 
Realistic War Themes 








Sidney L. Bernstein, film adviser 
to the British Ministry of Informa- 
tion, plans to leave for Hollywood 
early in August to discuss with writ- 
ers and directors the feasibility of 
introducing a more realistic ap- 


proach to current problems in pic- 
tures with war themes. Bernstein 
would like to see production of more 
pictures dealing with the activities 


SPECIAL USO UNITS 
FOR SOLDIERS ON DUTY 


To provide entertainment for ser- 
vicemen stationed at posts too small 
to be serviced by regularly routed 
USO-Camp Shows, Inc., latter is 
building and booking ‘Sing Song’ 
shows out of both New York and 
Coast headquarters. 

Units are built to facilitate work- 
ing in cramped quarters, such as 





Minn., Wisc, la., Neb., Dakotas 
Form a Central States Conference’ 





r 


Lillian Hellman’s 756 


Original for Goldwyn 
Deals with Russ Theme 





Minneapolis, July 28. 
Independent exhibitor organiza- 
tions of Minnesota, Wisconsin, Iowa, 
Nebraska and North and South Da- 
kota have organized a ‘Central States 
Conference’ to promote industry 


Pdinator of Inter-American Affairs. rd page ago Rogen — hospital wards and quarters of Lillian Hellman has inked with | U®ity and advancement, as well as 
Chertok will handle the Govern- slavia, the development of the De troops on active detail. Backbone of | sam Goldwyn for an original story | to present a more united front and 


ment work without compensation. 
He'll continue at Metro, where he is 
now a feature producer, but will 
give as much time as necessary to 
supervising the new direct produc- 
tion program of the Coordinator’s 
office. 

Chertok’s services were obtained 
last week through an arrangement 
made with Metro production execu- 
tive Eddie Mannix. 


Gaullist army, the underground 
movement in Holland, Belgium, Po- 
land and Czechoslovakia, the surface 
of which has scarcely been scratched 
in film themes. 

He believes that the continuing re- 
sistance in the courtries overrun by 
the Nazis has not been given suffi- 
cient attention or credence in film 
production. 








each troop is some form of audience 
participation, either community sing, 
community..dance, quizzes. Three 
units will work out of N. Y. with 
the Coast providing another duo. All 
talent is being paid. 


First shows set are staffed with 
(1) Ben Yost’s ‘Mimic Men’ and 
Evelyn Hamilton, accordionist; (2) 








about the effect of the war on Soviet 
youngsters. Payoff to Hellman is 
$75,000, considered an exceptionally 
high price for an original. 
Meanwhile, Goldwyn’s plans for 
Miss Hellman and William Wyler, 
the director, to visit Moscow for 
first-hand background material have 
been stymied by Wyler’s induction 
into the Army. In the event Gold- 





unified action in the fight to protect 
midwest independents’ interests, ac- 
cording to announcement by Fred 
Strom, Northwest Allied executive 
secretary, chosen to serve in the 
same capacity for the new body 
which came into being at a meeting 
held last week at Spencer, Ia. Thus, 
working together, the independent 
exhibitors of the six states expect 
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will contract with a studio to make 
it and distribute it itself. 


CAPPEL HEADS SPECIAL 
USO-CSI CONCERT SETUP 


C. C. Cappel, for 10 years manager 
of the U. S. Marine Corps Band and 
currently handling popular concerts 
at the Water Gate arena in Washing- 
ton, joins USO-Camp Shows, Inc., 
in New York Friday (24) as direc- 
tor of concert entertainment. Chore 
was formeriy handied by Dave 
Schooler as part of his job as musi- 
cal director for the organization. 








the amount paid for motion picture 
entertainment will revert to the 
Army. Camps have been collecting 
the tax since last October but they 
have been holding the funds in 
escrow, under an agreement with 
the Treasury Department. 

Congressmen declare that the nest 
egg of the military will not be less 
than $200,000. 


52D ST. BLOCK PARTY 
SELLS $1,000,000 BONDS 


Attracting close to 50,000 people 








and closing at El Paso, Aug. 8. In 
Army and Navy posts near Holly- 
wood the boys were entertained over 
the weekend by George Raft, Phil 
Silvers, Rags Ragland, Virginia 
O’Brien, Gracie McDonald, Merilyn 
Maxwell, Barney Kildare and The 
Kitchenettes. Bond-selling rallies 
were paced by Barbara Stanwyck, 
Irene Hervey, Linda Darnell, Frances 
Lafferty and Frankie Albertson. 

Screen writers who contributed 
special material for the traveling 
thesps in the war effort were Ray 
and Sid Singer, Morey Amsterdam, 
Edmund Hartmann, Arnold Auer- 
|bach, Sol Bartzman, S. Hugh Herbert 
'and Roswell Rogers. 








yarn by Henry Wales to be incor- 
porated into a story previously pur- 
chased from Edward Haideman, titled 
‘Listening Post.’ 





resent it on the Conference. As soon 
as the trustees are selected the Con- 
ference will elect its officers and will 
arrange for quarterly meetings. 








New York Theatres 














Beg. Friday, July 31 


“WINGS FOR THE EAGLE” 


Starring 


Ann Sheridan ® Dennis Morgan 
A WARNER BROS, HIT 
In Person 
CHARLIE BARNET Extra 
And His Orchestra SENOR WENCES 


JAMES CAGNEY 


As George M. Cohan in 


“Yankee Doodle Dandy” 


Warner Bros. Success 








during the five-hour Bleck Party last | 
Wednesday (22) night, Swing Street | 


With USO-CSI, after long experi- 


; JEAN, JACK & JUDY 
mentation, finally deciding to pro- 


PEG LEG BATES 





Crosby to USO Unit HOLLYWOOD THEATRE 








an astonishingly large crowd of 


|New England. 














“THEY ALL 





vide concert entertainment on a per- ‘ inging the 000| Bing Crosby joins the USO-Camp || air TRAND ®'z AN Sects Reswved <= Teles Dally, 246-028 
manent basis; Cappel is coming in | Came close - ringing the i |Shows unit, ‘Full Speed Ahead,’|| Conditioned S 47th St. Air Conditioned. B’way, Sist St. CI. 7-5545, 
to handle what will now be a full- | bell in its big war bond an samp Aug. 4 for a short tour of the Coast | rte oO ALTA ——$$<—___— — 
time endeavor. campaign. The night clubs and dine- | camps. Bob Burns joins the ‘Roxy | annus - 
; PP , i : , he same date | RADIO 
dance spots on West 52d street, be-| Theatre Revue’ on the same c Joan Melvyn ost MUSIC HALL 
ee ‘ . : ; ¢ 1 i , CITy 
a a sixth avenues, drew | for a brief hike around the midwest CRAWFORD ® DOUGLAS si 

L. A. Musicians to Copy iyeen PHD whe eo }and a couple of performances in | HELD OVER 


N. Y. Stage Door Canteen’ 





Los Angeles, July 28. 

Stage Door Canteen, 
after the one in New York for the 
entertainment of service men, 
Planned by a committee 


is 


cians Mutual Protective Association, | 
Local 47, in cooperation with other | 


trade unions, theatrical and other- 
Wise, in this area. 

Committee, headed by Carroll 
Hollister, has called a general con- 
ference of Guilds and other labor 
organizations for Aug. 9 to work out 
ways for raising funds and recruit- 
ing voluntary services. 

















patterned | 


of Musi- | 


jitterbugs and older folks, aided by 
a clear, comparatively mild night. 
Street was roped off from 9 p.m. 
until 2 a.m. Thursday, with dancing 
lin the street 
lances by various night clubs in the 
block. Admission to both was the 
| purchase of stamps and bonds. 

Jimmy Walker, former mayor, did 
the m.c. chore with his usual elan, 
and Alan Corelli, of the N. Y. Thea- 
tre Authority, did a yeoman JOD as 
alternate into the wee hours. Lineup 
of personalities who appeared in- 
cluded Gertrude Niesen, Willie 
Howard, Walter O’Keefe, Jane Fro- 
man, Benay Venuta, Eddie Davis, 
Harry Hershfield and Irving Berlin, 
latter singing ‘God Bless America as 
part of his p.a. He also contributed 
to party’s success through the pur- 
chase of $10,000 in bonds. 

Davis, who chairmaned the whole 
affair, presented the entire Leon & 
Eddie revue from his place, while 
}every spot on the street offered out- 
istanding stars. Honor guests who 
bought or pledged $5,000 in bonds or 
| greater were taken to the party 
either in Army jeeps or by horse- 
drawn carriage. Ai Smith, former 
N. Y. governor, was one of these 
guests of honor. : 
filled with jeeps from Ft. Jay, while 
the band from that post also aug- 
mented some seven other musical 
aggregations playing at the party 











and special perform- | 


Swing Street was | 


| Burns and Allen start a brief tour 
lof camps around New York City | 
|for USO-Camp Shows on Aug 3. | 
Show will be all volunteer unit. 





| Now That Rascal’s Dead 
They’re Fighting Over Him 


Hollywood, July 28. 

| Protest against use of the film 
\title, ‘Heydrich the Hangman,’ by 
| United Artists was filed with the 
Hays office and the Screen Writers 
Guild by Angelus Pictures, 
new company headed by Dr. Edwin 
|Brettauer. Complaint was caused 
iby a recent announcement that 
| Arnold Pressburger would produce 
a picture of that title for UA re- 
lease. 

| Angelus claims priority for its 
‘own story, ‘The Hangman,’ written 
iby Emil Ludwig and now in prep- 
laration to start in six weeks, with 
Seymour Nebenzahl producing. 








John Hodge Inducted 
Providence, July 28. 
John Hodge, assistant manager of 
| Strand, enjoying a two-week respite 


lbefore being inducted into armed 
services. Being replaced by Jack 
Feiner 


Inc., | 


KISSED THE BRIDE” 


Plus a Big ith Ave. 


ROXY 











“Mrs. Miniver” 























Stage Show & 50th St. Spectacular Stage Productions 
4 Starts Thur. 4 
HELD OVER 24 WEEK LOEW’S ite - he = 
William Hedy STATE Sa. LIEUTENANT” 
POWELL @ LAMARR Last times WED. PAT O'BRIEN 
99 | "7 woe GLENN FORD 
Fa) Ts . AN ANGEL” <a 
“CROSSROADS” {| **. ae 
. | On Stage alata 
An M-G-M Picture Ray HERBECK BARRY woop 
& Orchestra SHEILA BARRETT 
CAPITO SWAY SE EE Adelaide MOFFETT JACKIE MILES 
5 ist ST. Russell SWANN GEORGES & JALNA 























BWAY & 
47th St 


ALAC 


STARTS TOMORROW 
TYRONE POWER @ JOAN FONTAINE 


‘THIS ABOVE ALL’ 


— AND — 
‘MEXICAN SPITFIRE SEES A GHOST’ 
Lupe Velez @ Leen Errol 








BOWERY PROWLER 


Hollywood, July 28. 
Bela Lugosi prowls the flop-house 
district of lower Manhattan in his 
next chiller for Monogram release, 
‘The Bowery at Midnight.’ 
Sam Katzman produces and Wal- 
starting Aug. 5. 


lace Fox directs, 








Peremeunt presents we 


"PRIORITIES on PARADE™ 


with ANN MILLER + BETTY RHODES . JERRY COLOMNA 
PHIL HARRIS ZERO MOSTEL 
And Band _xtro' ANN MILLER 


PARAMOUNT 


Midnight 
Feeture 








‘BRILLIANT—A HIT'—Andersen. Jours.-Am. 
50c $1 & $1.50 Tax 
. TAX 
Sat. Nights On'y 56c. to $2.50 Plus Tax 
Sonja Henie & Arthur M. Wirtz present 
A NEW MUSICAL ICETRAVAGANZA 


STARS ON ICE 


CENTER THEATRE, Rockefeller Center 
CO. 5-5474 
America’s Only Iee Theatre 
Evgs.. incl. Sun. 8:40 Mats. Wed.,Sat. and Sun. 
Ne Monday Performance. ALWAYS COOL 
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Tinney’s Crack About Officers 
Use of Trading Post Funds Bitterly 


Resented; MBS Commentator in Jam 





——— 





United States Army morale and 
public relations officers in general 
are highly incensed at radio com- 
mentator Cal Tinney, who is spon- 
sored by Bayuk Phillies cigars on 
the Mutual network via Ivey & 
Ellington agency. He recently pot- 
shotted at the army camp trading 
posts, which have been showing a 
profit. Tinney made the charge that 
the profits went into officers’ fun 
funds and implied that periodic 
‘beer parties’ were financed there- 
from. Such practice would be 
flatly contrary to military regula- 
tions and the whole aspersion is 
hotly resented as belittling to the 
officer corps, as such, and its in- 
dividuals as persons. 

Tinney was criticized by one 
high-ranking officer in speaking to 
‘Variety,’ on the grounds that ‘we 
find it hard to believe he did this 
innocently as his specialty in saying 
startling things in his fake Will Rog- 
ers manner.’ 

That the episode had shaken Mu- 
tual, the agency, the sponsor and 
Tinney himself to the roots was evi- 
dent last week by the number of 
conferences, the steps taken to 
ppologize and appease the military, 
who were more angry over this than 
perhaps anything said by a radio 
commentator in weeks. 

Again, to quote the high-ranking 
officer, ‘This sort of thing is hell 
on public morale generally and is 
in marked contrast to the conduct 
of the majority of commentators,’ 


WLW STAFFERS 
HEAR STATION 
PLANS 


Cincinnati, July 28. 

Newly developed commodity study 
plan of WLW, Cincinnati, was ex- 
plained to New York and Chicago 
salesmen of the Crosley station at 
their three-day midyear conference 
ending here Sunday night. (26). 
General sales manager Robert E. 
Dunville presided. 

Other happenings at the confab 
were the announcement of WLW’s 
adoption of the American Assn. of 
Advertising Agencies’ spot radio 
contract, recently approved by the 
Four A’s and the National Assn. of 
Broadcasters, and word of a con- 
centrated drive on selling time from 
1 am, to 5 am. 











The commodity study plan, a 
guidepost for directing WLW sales 
and merchandising efforts, will be on 
22 basic commodities for quarterly 
reports. Station’s territory, divided 
Beographically and by income areas, 
will have 142 stores, each one for 
18,000 population, for studies. 

Dunville said there also will be a 
consumer pantry study by WLW 
representatives visiting home in the 
station’s area, and an advertising in- 
dex on radio, magazines and news- 
papers. Defense work, he reckoned, 
has sprinkled listening time around 
the clock, with almost as many 
listeners from 1 am. to 5 am. as 
from 7 a.m. to 8 am 

Gregor Ziemer, WLW’s expert on 
European affairs, informed the sales- 
men he had signed a new agreement 
with the station, dispelling rumors 
current in New York and Chicago 
that he was planning to leave. Ruth 
Lyons, conductor of the station’s 
consumer foundation, explained the 
new format for her weekday par- 
ticipating program, in which 1,000 
midwest housewives test various 
merchandise in their own kitchens. 


Marshall Aides Webb On 
CBS Armstrong Theatre 


Ed Marshall, former production 
man at CBS, has joined B.B.D.&O. 
as a staff director. He is assisting 
Kenneth Webb on the Armstrong 
‘Theatre of Today’ series Saturday 
mornings on CBS. 

Before going with CBS, Marshall 
was an actor, director and writer in 
Chicago. 








Blumberg & Clarich agency; New 
York, now has a radio department 
under Cy Newman, 


| facetious, 


“vv 


Harry Wismer, Maxon, 
To Call Pigskin for Blue 
Network in the Fall 


Harry Wismer, of the Mason 
agency, Detroit, will do football 
play-by-play calling this fall on the 
Blue Network. He has done similar 
chores. in the past on the Michigan 
state network and locally in De- 
troit. 

Wismer is an in-law of the Henry 
Ford family. 


HUBERT IN U. S. 
FOR CONGO 
STATION 


August Hubert, Belgian engineer 
and businessman, is in the United 
States currently in furtherance of 
a project to create a high-powered 
shortwave transmitter in the Bel- 
gian Congo. RCA wili supply the 
material when and as priorities can 
be overcome. Matter has been in 
blueprint stage over a year. 

Hubert has been identified for 
years with various international 
radio undertakings, notably marine 
radio. He will return to London 
some time in “August. 

Mrs. Hubert and their two sons 
have been in the states for a couple 
of years, she being prominent in 
war charity for Belgium shipping 
via Lisbon, Portugal. 














Ed Knight’s Oak Leaf 


Ed Knight, of the New York office 
of the Army Bureau of Public Re- 
lations, has been elevated to lieuten- 
ant colonel. 

He is widely acquainted in radio 
as the former publicist for the 
French Line, successor to Clay Mor- 
gan, now an NBC exec. 


BOGERT ON C.A.B. COMMAND 


Succeeus Wells Wilbur Now in U. 8. 
Navy as Lieutenant 








John L. Bogert, vice-president in 
charge of research and product de- 
velopment of Standard Brands, was 
added last week to the governing 
committee of the Cooperative Analy- 
sis of Broadcasting. He fills the va- 
cancy created by the resignation of 
A. Wells Wilbur, who became a Lieu- 
tenant in the Navy. 

Other committee members are D. 
P. Smelser, of Procter & Gamble; 
R. B. Brown, Bristol-Myers; George 
H. Gallup, Young & Rubicam; L, D. 
H. Weld, McCann-Erickson; F. B. 
Ryan, Jr., Ruthrauff & Ryan, and A. 
W. Lehman, manager. 





Rheingold to Sponsor 
“WJZ Fordham Football; 
May Use Part of Blue 


Rheingold Beer bought the Ford- 
ham football schedule for local air- 
ing over WJZ, New York, and pos- 
sibly a portion of the Blue network 
providing coverage can be tailored to 
fit distribution. Last sponsor for 
Fordham was Soécony some five 
years back. 

Deal covers entire schedule with 
exception of Purdue game. This is 
at Purdue and was nixed by that 
university because of beer sponsor. 
Possibility that another game will 
be aired to fill out the schedule. 

Only flaw, so far as the Blue is 
concerned, is the sponsor’s yen for 
Ted Husing, Bill Stern or Red Bar- 
ber, neither of whom are Blue talent. 








Dressman on Continuity, 
Murphy P.A. for Wilson 


Cincinnati, July 28. 

Elmer H. Dressman, publicity di- 
rector of L. B. Wilson’s WCKY for 
the past decade, started last week to 
devote full time to continuity. The 
press relations chore has passed to 
John E. Murphy, staffer on the 
Scripps-Howard Cincy Post Ken- 
tucky edition since 1931. 

Murphy’s initial campaign is on the 
Miss Greater Cincinnati beauty con- 
test, the winner to be entered by 
WCKY in this year’s Miss America 
pageant at Atlantic City, Sept. 7. 

Local contestants are serving as 
hostesses in a Canteen Night pro- 
gram, appearing in the Smokes for 
Servicemen benefit show Saturday 
(1) night at Crosley Field, and will 
be viewed on the Albee theatre’s 
stage Aug 10. Talent from all radio 
stations here will participate in the 





Smokes show. 


— 


Senatorlal Flare-Up Hits Radio 


Commentators Who Masterminded 





Philco Television Off 
Air Two Months While 
Transmitter Is Moved 


Philadelphia, July 28. 

Philco’s television station, WPTZ, 
goes off the air Saturday (1) for a 
two months hiatus during which the 
transmitter will be moved from the 
Philco plant in northeast Philly to 
Wyndmoor, Pa., a suburb, 

At Wyndmoor, Philco officials 
said, the transmitter antenna will 
have considerably greater elevation 
which should allow better recep- 
tion, 


NORM CORWIN 
LONDON PIECE 
FUZZY 


—_——--— 








Norman Corwin’s ‘An American In 
England’ was late in starting and 
after coughing and mumbling along 
for 10 minutes was finally called off 
at the New York end Monday night 
(27). Thus atmospherics frustrated 
the premiere of a seven-weeks series 
from BBC studios for which Norman 


Corwin went to London to direct 
and actor Joseph Julian to take 
leads. 

The phrase-signal ‘We now take 
you to England’ was repeated several 
times without reply. Alvino Rey 
from the Hotel Astor was pinch- 
hitter both in the first no-contact 
and in the second no-good stanza. 

The intelligible parts were hard 
to guess at. Shortwave had appar- 
ently slowed Corwin’s pace down to 
an amble. Dialog did not have its 
customary Corwin-like crispness. Net 
message: an oil slick on the sea is a 
grim souvenir of Nazi skill under- 





water, 





REVOLT IN THE PARLOR? 





Reader’s Digest, in its August issue, throws 
the force of Robert Littell’s ‘literary skill and 


its 6,000,000 circulation against 


Uglies.’ 


ers and purify the air wavés.’ 


The article is accompanied by a half- 
half-serious invitation to readers to 
tear out a coupon and ‘join the Plug Shrink- 


‘Radio’s Plug- accounts’ copy 


they read alon 


copy which is common enough to be notorious. 
While no worse comparatively than the same 


in newspapers and magazines, 


such radio copy has the peculiar liability that 
people listen to the radio in groups whereas 


e. Copywriters for the spoken 


word often manage to be thoroughly rude, not 
to say offensive, in the family parlor. 


A lot of people are going to nod their heads 


and break out in grins. 





|a piece to 





judgment. 


Littell fairly and disarmingly 
good points. 


Quote: 


the whole wide world. 


the listener’s ear?’ 


ence, 


creating middle class. 


radio industry to adopt would 


t} pe ot 





against a certain 


It’s going to be pretty 
; sigs . 
funny and pretty true to them. 
selected his ‘horrible examples’ with canny 
He is doubly dangerous because, 
}unlike the peevish article of Curtis Nettels in 
the New Republic two months ago, this is not 
prove radio has no merit. 


gut with a kick in the pants 
| that all of radio will be feeling for a long time. 
‘To millions of people r 
}solace, laughter, immortal music, news from 
But does that give 
it the right to shove the halitosis, varicose 


veins and suftering stomachs of mankind into 


There are several possible attitudes the ra- 
dio industry may adopt toward the Digest’s 
blast, but none of these can include indiffer- 
There is no laughing off that 6,000,000 
circulation, the bulk of it among the opinion- 
And, considering the 
advertising-less Digest, no competitive irrita- 
tion and prejudice dictated the attack. 


Perhaps the most intelligent attitude for the 


mission that the Digest articulated in all prob- 
ability a very real and widespread reaction 
radio advertising 


Littell has takes the slap 


Instead, 
admits radio’s 


this they get 
is not theirs, 


adio has given 
suffer 


mann’s Yeast, 
magazines, 


be a frank ad- 
to say in their 


ways bad bro 


Broadcasters are saying again that all radio 


for the sins of the few. This is 


at least partly true. The networks have cer- 
tainly done a lot to purify the air. They have 
lost (i.e. not accepted) millions of dollars in 
business because of the copy involved. For 


little or no public credit. The 


type of advertising that often causes kickbacks 


but belongs in the spot radio 


field. This impértant, but ‘tradey’ distinction, 
escapes outsiders and the whole industry must 
because 
kinds of radio copy. Nor does it count in favor 
of radio that this radio copy even at its worst 
is never as offenstve as the Lysol, Fleisch- 


some stations take certain 


Sal Hepatica and other copy in 


In short, what the 6,000,000 copies of the 
Reader’s Digest have done is to boot radio 
leadership with a timely, if bruising, reminder 
that the broadcaster who said years ago that, 
‘bad advertising can never be good broadcast- 
ing, was tooting better than he knew. 
fortunately, in the worries, actual or prospec- 
tive, of wartime, the spot gentry may have 
grown careless lately about what they per- 
mit unmannered, unconscionable advertisers 


Un- 


copy. So again they learn from 


a kick in the pants that bad advertising is al- 


adcasting. 








> The War With No Real Facts 


Washington, July 28. 
Gagging of commentators and 
newscasters who garble facts and 
misrepresent individuals was advo- 
cated in the Senate Monday (27) 
during heated debate about ‘inac- 
curacy’ of microphone spielers, re- 
porters, and editors. Formal inves- 
tigation to determine why unnamed 
commentators ‘misquote officials’ 
was demanded by Senator Scott 
Lucas of Illinois, who also recom- 
mended Elmer Davis, as part of his 
job of overseeing issuance of war 
information, should ride hard on 
microphonists and call on the carpet 

any who give out incorrect dope. 


Four solons took swings at spiel- 
ers, with Lucas the most bitter in 
the attack. He was joined by Sen- 
ators Joseph O’Mahoney of Wyom- 
ing, Robert Taft of Ohio, and A. B. 
Chandler of Kentucky. 


Few names were mentioned, but 
both Chandler and Lucas denounced 
Upton Close while O'Mahoney and 
Lucas praised Raymond Gram 
Swing. Fulton Lewis was back- 
patted for directing attention to the 
rubber shortage. Otherwise the 
solens did not get around to persone 
alities. 


O’Mahoney told his colleagues that 
‘every night the air is filled with 
meaningless words uttered by radio 
commentators whose Opinions are 
based not upon facts but upon opin- 
ions and who do not take the time 
to acquire the knowledge of facts 
which is necessary to convey to the 
people of the country an _ under- 
standing of what is going on.’ 

Chandler, accused Upton Close of 
broadcasting a ‘lie’ concerning plans 
of a Senate group to investigate con- 
ditions in Alaska. He asked why 
commentators ‘maliciously distort 
the facts.’ 

Suggesting the Senate and the 
FCC officially examine the scripts 
of various gabbers, Lucas said, ‘I 
think the time has come when some 
sort of an investigation should be 
made to ascertain the motives and 
the reasons why some of them con- 
tinually misquote the facts and take 
the position they do.’ Recommenda- 
tion that Elmer Davis resume broad- 
casting to give the people a correct 
picture of world events was made 
by Lucas, who also proposed the 
OWI chief seek to punish comment- 
aters who go astray. ‘It seems to me 


that Elmer Davis, along with the 
Commission, but especially Mr. 
Davis, could very well call in the 


sponsor of Carter’s Little Liver Pills 
or the sponsor of this perfume or 
that drug and perhaps the owner of 
the station and sit down with them 
and point out that during the last 
three months John Jones, the com- 
mentator, has said one thing after 
another which, in the opinion of Mr. 
Davis, was not in the best interests 
of unity and which was not in the 
best interests of winning the war,’ 
Lucas declared. If this course !s 
followed, Lucas suggested, sponsors 
would see that unreliable comment- 
ators were ‘ultimately taken off the 
air.’ 


ANNOUNCER STUDYING 
JAPANESE LANGUAGE 


Seattle, July 28. 

Murray Coe, formerly announcer 
at KRSC, who had been deferred 
by the Army because he was study- 
ing Japanese at the University of 
Washington, has been inducted. 

He'll get further training in the 
Japanese language at the University 
of Colorado in Boulder. 








Bill Robson Goes to L. A. 


For Commercial, Maybe 


Bill Robson, CBS staff producer, 
left for the Coast yesterday (Tues- 
day) to direct a commercial program 
audition using Hollywood talent. He 
will be gone about two weeks, doing 
‘The 22d Letter’ series from there. 
Ranald MacDougall, CBS staff writer 
on ‘22d Letter,’ accompanies Robson 
to the Coast. 

Robson’s other current production 
assignment for CBS is ‘They Live 
Forever,’ which returned to the air 
Sunday night (26). A substitute will 
direct it during Robson’s trip to Hol- 
lywood. , 








De 








re 





7 
+f 




















re 


Wednesday, July 29, 1942 


RADIO 25 








603 WAR SHOWS ON WEB 





+ 


War Conditions Too Tough for KFPL, 








Dublin, Texas, July 28. 

Cc. C. Baxter, owner and operator 
of station KFPL has received can- 
cellation of his license of broadcast 
from the Federal Communications 
Commission upon his own request. 
Baxter closed station due to shortage 
of male operators as well as a short- 
age of replacement equipment, Call 
letters of the station were deleted 
by the FCC and all records closed. 
Station had operated here since 1924. 
At time of closing station was 
operating on a frequency of 1340 
kilocycles with a power of 250 watts 
day and 100 watts nighttime. 

Several months ago a request was 
sent to the FCC by Baxter asking 
for a suspension of operations until 
such time he could find help, This 
was granted but going became too 
tough for the station. 





Jay Sommers Replaces 
Welbourn Kelley On 
‘Basin Street’ Dialog 


Jay Sommers, writer of the new 
Allen Prescott program Saturday 
nights on WJZ-Blue, has replaced 
Welbourn Kelley as scripter of the 
same network’s ‘Chamber Music 
Society of Lower Basin Street’ se- 
series Wednesday nights. Change 
was for economy reasons, as Som- 
mers is a regular staff scripter of 
the Blue, while Kelley was writing 
the show on a free-lance basis. 

Kelley had been authoring ‘Basin 
Street’ for some time when he re- 
signed from the Blue about a year 
ago to take a script editorial as- 
signment with the Navy Department 
in Washington. Lewis Titterton, 
NBC script head, agreed at that time 
to let Kelley continue writing the 
program. That was before Blue 
production was separated from NBC. 


S. J. ANDREWS JOINS 
LENNEN & MITCHELL 


S. James Andrews, formerly a pro- 
gram supervisor with Ruthrauff & 
Ryan, is the new radio director of 
Lennen & Mitchell, succeeding 
Richard Diggs, who resigned to take 
a Coast assignment for the Office of 
War Information. 

Before joining R. & R., Andrews 
was with the Fuller, Smith & Ross 
agency. 











‘Kenneth L. Watt’ 

Under the name of Kenneth L. 
Watt, Andrews produced the ‘Musi- 
cal Americana’ series for Westing- 
house and previous to that wrote for 
radio, films and magazines. Among 
the programs he authored were 
‘Second Husband,’ ‘Lorenzo Jones’ 
and ‘Letters Home, from the New 
York -World’s Fair.’ 


Lisa Sergio Vacations, 
Grobe, Blaufarb Sub 


With Lisa Sergio vacationing dur- 
ing the month of August, her 9 p.m. 
news comment’ series Monday- 
through-Friday on WQXR, New 
York, will be handled by Albert 
Grobe, the station’s newscaster. 
Douglas Blaufarb, the news editor, 
will write the script. Miss Sergio’s 
five-weekly series at 10 a.m. will be 
replaced by recorded music. 

Undecided whether or not Miss 
Sergio will continue on a twice-daily 
schedule when she returns in Sep- 
tember. 


Nee 








_ Riza Royce Sells Script 
Riza Royce, actress - author, 
scripted last Saturday’s (25) ‘Arm- 
strong Theatre of Today’ program 
: CBS for B. B. D. & O. 
“She is the former wife of Josef 
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Station Voluntarily Leaves Air 


‘HIGHLY PREMATURE’ 


Spang May Return Gene and Glenn 
te Cleveland 








Cleveland, July 28. 
that Gene and Glenn, 
Cleveland's all-time local radio 
favorites, may return to WTAM 
from Hartford, Conn. air - waves, 
were called ‘highly premature’ by 
local spokesmen. 

According to reports Bill Spang, 
head of Spang Baking Co., is sup- 
posed to be negotiating with them 
for a return 26-week local engage- 
ment. 


PROMOTION FOR 
CARL STANTON 


Carl M. Stanton, head of radio 
for the Lord & Thomas agency, has 
been upped to account executive on 
the American Tobacco Co. account. 
Karl W. Schullinger, production su- 
pervisor on the Lucky Strike pro- 
grams, becomes radio head of the 
agency, specifically in charge of ra- 
dio advertising on the American 
Tobacco account. Steve Czufin con- 
tinues to handle the account’s 
printed advertising. 

American Tobacco programs 
handled by L. & T. are ‘Hit Parade’ 
and ‘Information, Please,’ produced 
by Gordon Auchincloss, and the 
Kay Kyser show, produced by Ed 
Cashman. The agency’s other net- 
work series, the Cities Service pro- 
gram, is produced by Alan Lerner. 


Amos ’n’ Andy Tiring 
After 13 Years, Run In 
Bob Hope and Singers 


Hollywood, July 28. 


Reports 











Alarmed over the recession of 
dialer interest, as reflected by the 
C.A.B. ratings, in the Amos 'n’ Andy 
program, - Campbell soup under- 
writers have ordered a_ general 
hypoing. First order of resuscitation 


was the booking of Bob Hope for a 
guest shot and_ the intermittent 
choraling of a Negro quartet. That 
the script is showing signs of tiring 
after 13 years is indicated by the 
recent survey figures, which not only 
show a stiff drop over previous 
years but also running better than 
two points behind the competitive 
Fred Waring. 

Whether the guest injection is the 
solution remains to be seen. If that 
doesn’t work something else will be 
tried. 


JOHN HARPER OF CBS 


ON AIR CORPS FILMS 


John Harper, CBS staff announcer, 
has resigned to become a producer 
of technical films for the Army Air 
Corps, at Wright Field, Dayton, O. 
He has civilian status, 

He is the husband of Kay Wynn, 
casting director of B.B.D.&O. 





Jean Paul King Helps 
U. S. Navy Recruiting 


Seattle, July 28. 
State Defense Council's Victory 
Network, which includes al] radio 
stations it, the state, is now carry- 
ing a 15-minute recruiting program 
for the Navy each Thursday at 2:15. 
Jean Paul King, former NBC an- 
nouncer, now a chief specialist, re- 
cruiting, in the Navy, is handling 
the show. ‘ 
First broadcast included introduc- 
ing of officer in charge of local re- 
cruiting and interviews with recent 
enlist 











WEEKLY VOLUME 
1) ON INCREASE 


Count of Scheduled Pro- 
grams on NBC, CBS, Blue 
and Mutual Reveals Ex- 
tent of Networks’ Preoc- 
cupation With Conflict— 
There Are 202 Newscasts, 
173 War Commentaries 


54 ‘SERMON’ SHOWS 








The sheer dimensional scope of 
network radio’s preoccupation with 
the war is seen as a complete answer 
to the charge that ‘business-as- 
usual’ prevails in broadcasting or 


that radio escapism, enteriainment 
and fun are unaffected by the 
realities of the day. From the 
hitch-hike war message, to the full- 
scale war program, the network 
schedules are devoted to the con- 
sideration of the one thing that 
presently has any meaning, namely 
winning the war. 

There is no counting the scattered 
miscellaneous allusions, references, 
plot twists, sequences and other 
tie-ins of radio programs with the 
war but the total amount of radio 
devotion can be gleaned from some 
quick tallies prepared by ‘Variety.’ 

These amount to the following ac- 
cumulative totals of war-dominated 
or war-colored network programs: 
CBS, 191; Blue, 145; Mutual, 134; 
NBC, 133. Number of war programs 
on all four Coast-to-Coast networks: 
603. 

These break down in 
each week as follows:— 


WAR NEWSCASTS—202 
CBS—72 
Blue—52 
NBC—40 
Mutual—38 


WAR COMMENTATORS—173 
Mutual—57 

CBS—49 

Blue—41 

NBC—26 


WAR SERMONS—54 
(Programs. such as ‘The 
Hour,’ ‘The 22nd Letter,’ ‘Chaplain 
Jim,’ etc.) 
Blue—17 
NBC—14 
Mutual—12 
CBS—11 


WAR CAMP PROGRAMS—29 
Mutual—12 

CBS—7 

Blue—6 

NBC—4 


WAR GOVERNMENT SHOWS—15 
(Treasury, WPB, etc.) 


Blue—6 
Mutual—5 
NBC—2 . 
CBS—< 
WAR-SLANTED 
ENTERTAINMENTS—130 
CBS—50 
NBC—47 
Blue—23 
Mutual—10 


EMERSON RETURNS ON 
‘HYMNS OF CHURCHES’ 


Chicago, July 28. 

Following a four-month absence, 
Joe Emerson returned to Chicago’s 
WBBM and CBS with a new series of 
‘Hymns of All Churches’ programs, 
commencing Monday, July 27, from 
8:45 to 9 am. CWT. 

Emerson, a hymn singer, is assisted 
by a choir of eight, under the direc- 
tion of Fred Jacky, who joined the 
program after nine years with the 
Cincinnati Symphony Orchestra. 

‘Hymns of All Churches’ is spon- 
sored by General Mills in the inter- 
est of Cheerioats 
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NBC Allows 10% Added 


Discount for 


125 Stations; 


Full-Network-Use Sought 





FILLS FIVE MINUTES 


Ted Straeter Set Fer 9:55-10 p.m. 
on Blue Web 








Ted Straeter, director of the vocal 
chorus on Kate Smith’s program 
(now off air for summer), begins 
singing-piano period on the Blue 
network next Monday (3). He’s to 
fill the 9:55-10 p.m. spot formerly 
occupied by Pepsicola, Monday 
through Friday. 

Straeter’s band is currently at the 
Club Lido, Long Beach, L. I. He has 
made arrangements with the Club 
to do. the broadcasts. 


‘| MAN'S FAMILY’ 
TO TED BATES 


‘One Man’s Family,’ long rated top 
serial show on the air, goes over to 
the Ted Bates agency Sept. 1 for 
sponsorship by a new Standard 
Brands product. For years tied in 
with SB’s Tenderleaf tea, the pro- 
gram and account have been handled 
by the J. Walter Thompson agency, 
which retains the account. With 
likelihood of sale of the beverage 
being regulated by the government, 
food packer decided to shift the pro- 
gram to an account which can just- 
ify the budget. 

Bates outfit, which recently took 
Royal Gelatine away from Sherman 
K. Ellis, will likely team up ‘Family’ 
with that product. Agency also has 
acquired other Standard Brands’ 
biz, including Fleischmann gin and 
a brand of hard likker. 


Doug Storer, Blue Official, 
Charters Outside Company 
At New York State Capital 


Albany, July 28. 
Broadcast Features, Inc., has been 
chartered to conduct a_ theatrical 
business in New York. Capital stock 
is 100 shares, no par value. Direc- 
tors are: Douglas F. Storer and John 














Curtiss, 1270 Sixth avenue; Bernard 
L. Miller, 565 Fifth avenue, New 
York City. 


Miller & Miller, 565 Fifth avenue. 
were filing attorneys. 





(Storer is a program executive at 
the Blue Network. 
separate private business, 
above is @ Te-incorporation 
Ed.) 


of which 
appar- 





/STATE OF CALIFORNIA 





IS BUYING AIR TIME 


San Francisco, July 28. 
For the first time in history, the 
State of California is going to buy 
radio time, in a deal unique in 
Pacific Coast radio annals. Contract 
is ready for inking for state to spon- 
sor civilian defense program at 
KGO for spread over California 
Blue Network. Contract is for 13 
weeks in quarter hour periods. 
Business was placed by Gene 
Keliy agency of Sacramento, 





Grim Seeks Gold Chip 


Minneapolis, July 28. 

George Grim, Star Journal radio 
editor before he was inducted into 
the Army, has worked up from the 
ranks to officers’ training camp at 
Camp Robinson, Ark. 

He went from private to corporal 
several months ago. 


He maintains aj 


The National Broadcasting Co. has 
placed a new 10% discount in force 
as of Aug. 1. This can be earned in 
addition te all other discounts by 
any advertiser contracting for the 
full NBC (i.e., Red) web of 125 sta- 
tions. (Actually NBC figures 129 by 
day, 128 by night.) 

NBC’s purpose fs to encourage 
full-network use. In some cases the 
discount might represent a loss from 
present levies to NBC, but anyecon- 
siderable number of accounts in- 
creasing any considerable number of 
stations in their hook-ups would 
level out. 

To illustrate: an account with a 
$16,000 net payment today might 
automaticaly earn another $1,600 
discount by the simple expedient of 
adding a handfull of low cost out- 
lying stations. An account that 
wouild have to add 30 to 40 stations 
to fill out to full network would, of 
course, not enjoy such arithmetic. 

NBC has two existing discount 
plans. One is a 25% dollar volume 
payable on annual billings in excess 
of $1,500,000. The other is a regular 
weekly discount which yields the 
sponsor a 12%% premium for 52- 
week consistency. 

Roy Witmer, vice president in 
charge of sales, issued the following 
official statement yesterday (Tues- 
day) concerning the decision of NBC 
quoted in part: 

‘All NBC advertisers contract- 
ing for and using the complete 
NBC network of 125 stations 
during a minimum of 13 con- 
secutive weeks will be allowed 
an additional 10% on the net 
price of such facilities, this dis- 
count to be computed after all 
other discounts and/or re- 
bates... 

‘Because of the added number 
of fine NBC network programs 
that should now become avail- 
able to. more of our affiliated 
stations, together with the bene- 
fits accruing to our advertisers 
who are able to take advantage 
of this plan, and finally because 
its cost will be borne by NBC 
with no penalty whatsoever to 
advertisers who do not wish to 
use it, this method of intensify- 
ing our service to stations and 
oduvertisers alike. will, we hope, 
prove attractive to all con- 
cerned.’ 

Another benefit as NBC sees it is 
that more national accounts on more 
supplementaries makes everybody 
happy, including critics of radio. 











Courtroom Traffic Cases 
Still Broadcasting, But 
Earlier, on WJJD, Chi 


Chicago, July 28. 
‘Safety Court,’ heard over WJJD, 
11:30 to 12 noon for the past six 
years, has been moved back to 9:30 
a.m., when a full docket is available 
from which to work. 
Purpose of broadcast 
mote safety driving by 
listeners to hear actual courtroom 
cases against traffic violators, also 
to interpret Chicago’s traffic regu- 
lations to listeners. Judge Gibson 
E. Gorman continues to preside. 


Ralph Edwards Troupes 
In Summer Dramatics 


Ralph Edwards, currently vacation- 
ing at his ranch at Strawberry, Cal., 
is due east Aug. 14 for two weeks of 
summer stock at the Holyoke (Mass.) 
strawhat. He'll also do a _ special 
broadcast of his ‘Truth or Conse- 
quences’ series Aug. 16 for the Treas- 
ury Department’s ‘Victory Parade’ 
series, 

Between the strawhat date and his 
scheduled return Sept. 12 with ‘Truth 
or Consequences’ on NBC for Procter 
& Gamble, Edwards will make a 
number of armp camp appearances. 
Herb Moss, who works the program 
with him, will accompany him on the 
camp dates 
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' From the Production Centres 
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IN NEW YORK CITY... 


THe Rapio Trave Is Discussinc: The Department of Justice action 
against Petrillo and the shelving of the FCC’s separate investigation— 
The Mutual and Columbia rate cards and the publicity package pre- 
pared by George Crandall for the latter—Helen Menken’s wartime 
prominence—Reader’s Digest blast at the spot announcements and the 
probable widespread reaction—The growing number of BBC shows on 
U. S. Stations and British journalist-commentator, Sydney Mosley, now 
having a network (Mutual) after long run on WMCA—Lack of an ad- 
vertising division in the OWI—Jerry Franken’s aggressive pieces in 
PM on radio—Col Tinney’s Jam with Army. 
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Frank Telford, director-writer of Government programs, and Robert 
J. Landry, radio editor of ‘Variety,’ were speakers at last Friday's lunch- 
eon of New York University’s 1942 summer radio workshop, at which 
Paul McGhee presided. ...Dick Marvins holidaying in Colorado. = .Clifton 
Fadiman kept terrifically busy with innumerable meetings of his Lidice 
Lives Committee....Benay Venuta guested over the Blue on ‘Allen Pres- 
cott Presents,’ singing one of the hit numbers from ‘By Jupiter,’ gagging 
with Prescott about the differences between radio and stage and partici- 
pating in a comedy sketch based on the book of the musical comedy.... 
Prescott quizzed Mrs. Alice Sommers, mother of the writer of Prescott’s 
show, kiddingly inquiring ‘How did you come to raise such an unbright 
boy?’ 

The Bob Welches (actress Templeton Fox) back from the Coast. Welch, 
a Young & Rubicam staff director, probably won't handle the Cantor pro- 
gram when it returns to the air in the fall....Paul Stewart has succeeded 
Laurence Hammond as director of the ‘News From Home’ shortwave 
series to the U. S. forces abroad, for the Army Service Section of the 
Office of War Information. Hammond resigned to become radio director 
for the War Manpower Commission....Joe Julian finally got Clipper 
accommodations and flew to England to narrate Norman Corwin’s series 
to the U. S.....Ray Jones, of the Compton agency radio department, 
takes his physical Aug. 5 and is slated for induction Aug. 19..,.Pvt. Wyn 
Stracke, singer, formerly on ‘Hymns of All Churches’ and the WGN 
operetta series, sailed recently for overseas service. Mrs. Stracke will 
become a mother soon. 

Albert Barker, script editor of ‘Famous Jury Trials,’ is also writing the 
new recorded series for General Motors....George Harmon Coxe and 
Laurie York Erskine collaborating on the ‘Commandos’ series for CBS 
....Brewster Morgan produces and John Dietz directs. Morgan and Dietz 
have also taken over ‘Report to the Nation,’ with Morgan additionally 
producing ‘Spirit of °42’ and ‘God’s Country’....Bill Ramsey, handling 
radio for Procter & Gamble ever since the soap concern entered the field, 
was Officially voted the title of director of radio last week....Charita 
Bauer the permanent successor of Mary Mason in the title part of ‘Maudie’s 
Diary,’ but doesn't get billing....Carol Smith, of the ‘Maudie’ cast, will 
be married soon to a flyer....Lloyd Rosamond, of Blackett-Sample-Hum- 
mert, nixed for Army service because of an ear ailment....Bob Sloane 
working on the ‘Are You a Genius’ series for CBS. 


Agent-actor Alan Brock drafted last week....Actor Owen Jordan re- 
jected because of a back ailment....That ‘Let’s Pretend’ cast picture in 
the current issue of a radio fan mag is about 10 or 15 years old. Young- 
sters shown, not identified in the caption and since grown up, are Bobby 
Mauch, Patricia Peardon and Patricia Ryan. Nila Mack is also in the 
group....Frank Egidi, assistant recording engineer at the Compton agency, 
enlisted in the Coast Guard....Cornelius Peeples, Chicago juvenile, has 
moved to New York, but expects to be drafted in a few weeks....Judy 
Canova guests Tuesday night (4) on ‘Hobby Lobby’....Millicent Holloway, 
assistant to Marge Morrow, CBS casting director, will be married in a 
couple of weeks to William Henderson Wainscott, Jr., cf the Navy. She’ll 
continue at CBS....Miss Morrow is vacationing on Long Island... .Mil- 
dred Fenton, of the Bates agency, vacations Aug. 5-15 at Provincetown 
....John F. Whedon, formerly with the New Yorker mag, is the new 
writer of ‘Great Gildersleeve.’ 


Dorothy Lowell playea a single-shot Sunday night (26) with ‘The Par- 
ker Family’ and made some WPB recordings last week....Bill Howard, 
former CBS pageboy now in the network’s copyright division, directs 
‘Curtain at 9’ on WBYN....Ray Nelson, NBC production chief, recuping at 
home from minor operation....Irving Berlin guests Friday night (31) on 
the Cities Service show....‘Win the War,’ the CIO series on WQXR, is 
off for the summer, but will return in the fall....‘Clear the Deck,’.with 
an all-Coast Guard cast, new series on WHN....Ralph Kish, formerly 
with advertising and sales production of Gotham Gold Stripe, joined 
WWRL announcing staff....William Woodson, WOV announcer, who took 
a ieave of absence last winter to appear in the Theatre Guild’s ‘Candle 
in the Wind’ production, with Helen Hayes, dittoes to play a part in the 
forthcoming ‘Othello’ revival, with Paul Robeson and Margaret Webster 
-...Edmund Stevens, assistant to Ron Ferguson, Blue script chief, heads 
the network’s new literary rights division....Cast for tonight’s ‘Manhattan 
at Midnight’ program includes Carl Eastman, Patsy Campbell, Jack Smart, 
Raymond Johnson and Ann Thomas. Joe Hill directs for the Young & 
Rubicam agency....Ann Barley, of the War Department radio section, 
in town last week on way back to Washington from an assignment in 
Detroit. 

Bob Ross, of the Procter & Gamble radio department, in town this 
week....Jay Jostyn guests Saturday morning (1) on the Armstrong “Thea- 
tre of Today’, playing a salty old skipper in a Coast Guard story....Jane 
Cowl guests Aug. 8 on the same series....Storrs Haynes, Compton agency 
ecript editor, in Montreal this week....Clinton Jchnsen, CBS staff di- 
rector, will handle tomorrow night’s (Thursday) Russian War Relief pro- 
gram on WNEW. It’s a Radio Director’s Guild assignment... .Francia 
White guests Sunday (2) on the Andre Kostelanetz show for Coca-Cola, 
with Rise Stevens filling the spot on the Aug. 9 broadcast. 

Dorothy Dietz, executive-secretary of the Radio Director’s Guild, out 
due to a cold....Frank Gallodora, saxophonist with Henry Sylvern’s 
WINS house band, joined the Army. Succeeded by Arty Baker... .Bea 
Wain completed a short with Johnny Long orch, for RKO. She also 
guests tonight (Wednesday) at Palisades park for Army-Navy relief.... 
Tom Moore, former WOR commercial program director, stationed at 
Ft. McClelland, Ala., with the Army....Gerre Barton, of WOR engineer- 
ing staff, transferred from public address to regular broadcast operations 
....Temporary assignments in WOR engineering to fill vacancies created 
by Army enlistment include Bernard Boyle for Paul Reveal as senior 
supervisor, Howard Donniez for Cyrus Samuelson as assistant supervisor 
-...Lewis Tower and William Boher upped to succeed Donniez and Boyle 
....Blue network moving ‘Those Good Old Days’ from Thursday to 
Friday nights. 

Lesley Woods, a regular in the ‘Bright Horizon’ series, also returned this 
week to the cast of ‘Joyce Jordan, Girl Interne’....She played a single- 
shot last week on ‘Famous Jury Trials’....Hal Graves, WWRL announcer, 
has resigned to join the spieling staff of WGBB, Freeport, L. I..... 
*Parade’s Weekly Revue’ starts tomorrow night (Thursday) on WHN, with 
Hy Gardner and Don Albert’s orchestra as regulars and the initial guests 
including Larry Adler, Romo Vincent, Lili Damita, Gracie Barrie and 
Dick Stabile....Bert Lee and Dick Fishell aired a particularly vacuous 
chapter Wednesday (22) of their ‘Warm Up Time’ show on WHN.... 
WWRL started a weekly Lithuanian series, with Joseph Ginkus. 


IN CHICAGO ... 


Nan Grey of the NBC serial, ‘Those We Love’, planed into Chicago 
from Hollywood to see her husband, Jockey Jack Westrope, ride in the 
$85,000 classic at Arlington Park....Earl Tanner is subbing for Jack 
Baker, who is on vacation, on both the singer’s Breakfast Club stint and 





‘WORLD IN AN AWFUL MESS’ 


Editor Who Said That Now on 
KDKA Regularly 








Pittsburgh, July 28. 

KDKA has lined ™p Bill Thomas, 
editor of the Clearfield, Pa., Progress 
for a regular weekly series under the 
title of ‘A Main Street Editor Looks 
at the News.’ Program, which starts 
Saturday (1), will be an interpreta- 
tion of the news of the past week 
from the viewpoint of a community 
newspaperman. 

Thomas is the fellow whose head- 

line, ‘World in an Awful Mess,’ last 
summer was so widely quoted all 
through the country, rating big 
splashes in PM and Readers Digest. 
He’ll come down from Clearfield, a 
town of around 9,000 population 100 
miles distant, every Saturday after- 
noon for the show. 
Station will introduce Thomas to 
Pittsburgh newspapermen and edi- 
tors at a buffet supper Saturday just 
ahead of his inaugural program. 


KMBC Girl a WAAC 


Kansas City, July 28. 
Doris Leeds of the publicity de- 
partment of KMBC, left the station 
last week for Ft. Des Moines and the 
WAAC’s, F 
She came to KMBC nearly two 





WEVD’s ‘Jewish Philosopher’ Earns — 
$30,000 Yearly Dishing Advice 





Charlotte Manson, Lead 
In ‘Guiding Light,’ Chi 
Charlotte Manson, who was 

scheduled to go off the air in Chi- 

cago when ‘Stepmother’ dittoed after 

a long run, was immediately grabbed 

by General Mills (Carl Wester 

Agency) for the lead in ‘Guiding 

Light,’ Irna Phillips’ serial which 

has been broadcasting for five years. 

It's on NBC. Miss Manson replaced 

Ruth Bailey. 

‘Stepmother’ was on CBS for Col- 
gate for around five years. 





More Madeleine Carroll Dates 

Madeleine Carroll plays guest 
dates on the ‘Cavalcade of America’ 
program on NBC for Du Pont the 
next two weeks. She portrays Evan- 
geline in a playlet by Norman Ros- 
ten next Monday night (3) and plays 
Mary Washington, mother of George 
Washington, in a drama by Robert 
Tallman on Aug. 10, 

B. B. D. & O. is the agency and 





years ago from New York City. 


Homer Fickett the director. 





during a WGN interview. 


in radio....21 American flying aces 


Frank Dane, WBBM actor, arrived 


Harry C. Kopf, NBC vice-president 


over WMAQ August 3, at 10:15 p.m. 


Sade’ program, is writing a book on 


filling the assignment. 


WHIP and WCF1 after 10 previous 


theatre in the-Loop. 


Canteen for her program... .leaves 


spare hours, 


on his 15-minute afternoon song program as well....Sam Goldwyn, visit- 
ing in Chicago last week, discussed ‘Hollywood's Role In The War Effort’ 


Veteran NBC announcer, Ford Bond, celebrated his 20th anniversary 


in England spoke to their families 


and friends from the weekly meeting of the American Eagles Club, re- 
broadcast by WGN via British short wave Sunday.... 


home from a Wisconsin fishing trip 


last week, and was greeted by his father, who just arrived from Nazi- 
occupied Denmark, via Germany, France, Portugal, and a perilous Atlantic 
crossing aboard the S. S. Drottningholm. Dane lost track of his father 
in 1940, when the parent returned to Denmark to visit his aging parents 
and got caught in the Nazi occupation. 
enemy countries last month made his release possible. 


Exchange of citizens between 


and general manager of the Central 


Division, back from a business trip to New York....Nelson Olmstead 
narrates Michael Fessier’s ‘It’s a Heluva Note,’ story of a bystander, 
witness to a murder, who finds himself accused of the crime, which comes 


CWT... .‘Quiz Kids’ will boost war 


bond sales starting in August by awarding gifts of gold key, portable 
radio and special certificate to ‘Quiz Kid Boy and Girl of the Month,’ 
selected according to their contributions to the war effort....Mrs. Isa- 
bella King Beach, who gives homemakers cooking hints on the ‘Vic and 


cooking....Charles Victor, formerly 


with WGN and in Hollywood for his first motion picture when called 
into the Army, was introduced as the new emcee of ‘Camp Grant in 
Review,’ broadcast over Mutual through the facilities of WROK, Rock- 
ford, Ill....Corp. Martin Bowen, apparently a professional, too, had been 


E. S. Dickinson joins WBBM as a salesman, coming to station from 


years on the Kansas City Star.... 


Bill McCaffrey, New York radio agent, in Chicago for a brief visit.... 
New voice on NBC’s ‘Right to Happiness’ show is Hope Summers in the 
role of Ann Connors....Art Peterson has left his role of Dr. Ruthledge 
in “The Guiding Light’ to become business manager of the Actors Com- 
pany of Chicago, an organization of radio people who have formed a 


WBBM, drawing on all visiting celebs for its ‘Victory Matinee’ guest 
stars, has presented Ben Bernie, Skeets Gallagher, Buddy Ebsen - and 
Gene Autry thus far, with many additional ‘names’ slated to help boost 
station’s war bond sales....June Baker (Katharine Roche) whose Home 
Management program is heard on WGN daily at 9:30 a.m., ts back from 
New York where she did reportorial job on work done at Stage Door 


for Fort Knox, Kentucky, to visit 


recreational centers and other facilities accommodating soldiers in their 


Don Donaldson is pinch-hitting as announcer for Dick Wells on the 
‘Ma Perkins’ show while the latter vacations. 





IN HOLLYWOOD .... 


copy on radio, 


wereh’t on speaking terms toward 


Great Gildersleeve,’ 


Kraft Music Hall. 
up for another trip. This time he’ll 


at Sardi’s’ spreads across the nation 


look into the record books. 


to the July 30 broadcast. 
Brice, now on vacation. 





THE Rapio Trapve Is Discussinc: The sudden interest of aircraft com- 
panies in radio—Network bars down on beer and ale and if the antici- 
pated rush eventuate—the Readers Digest blast against personal ills 


Edna May Oliver’s frail health has her agency worried. For-the past 
two Sundays she has been substituted by Mary Boland on ‘Remarkable 
Miss Tuttle’....Jack Benny has quit worrying, for the nonce, at least, 
about a new band leader on his show. Phil Harris drew a 1B from his 
draft board which defers his induction....Ika Chase will do a stage play 
and make a lecture tour before she returns to the air....Word here is 
that Kenny Baker won’t be back with Fred Allen 


in the fall. They 
the close of last season....Frank 


Craven’s government show, ‘Neighborhood Call,’ will play out its string 
from NBC here....Jackie Kelk, who plays Homer on ‘Aldrich Family,’ 
should know better than to hang around NBC on his vacation. 
McAvity, producer of ‘Date With Judy,’ spotted him in the corridor and 
next thing Jackie knew he was on the show....John Wheden, who used 
to punch out scripts for J. Walter Thompson, will do the same for ‘The 
vice Len Levinson, 
Shirley Temple gets a long cherished wish Thursday when she guests on 
Having been on the other networks, Shirley recently 
asked her dad, ‘am I ever going to be on NBC?’....No sooner did Dick 
Terry, KMTR announcer, get back from his honeymoon than he packed 


Tom 


now on government duty.... 


stay away longer—in an army camp 


...-Carole Landis and Brian Donlevy team up with Warren Hull for 
three Vox Pop broadcasts from these parts....Blue network’s ‘Breakfast 


early next month with participating 


sponsorship. Tom Breneman continues as emcee of the femme quizzer 
....Meredith Willson, who only recently discovered that golf courses 
have fairways, too, was entered in a tournament on his home greens. He 
got the handicap limit, 30, and started blazing away. No small miracle 
it was when most of his shots were true to the pin. 
holes and he posted a gross score of 87. 


That went on for 18 
Subtract 30 from that and then 


He won the trophy hands down....NBC is 
sending Haven MacQuarrie east so time buyers may have a look at his 
‘Noah Webster Says’ from a studio booth. He pitches in Chicago Aug. 1 
and the following week in New York. 

Mark Hellinger who wrote a sketch, ‘A New York Tale,’ in which 
Frank Morgan played the principal role after doing his regular comedy 
stint on Post Toasties Times via NBC last week, will contribute another 
The skits fill the period occupied by Fannie 





By HOBE MORRISON 


Short, stocky, fortyish and lively 
C. Israel Lutsky, ‘The Jewish Philos. 
opher’ of station WEVD, New York, 
will sign two contract renewals this 
week. They will continue him, he 
believes, the highest paid foreign 
language broadcaster in U. S. radio, 
and probably in the world. Lutsky’s 
15 programs a week bring him $30,- 
000 a year. 


One of Lutsky’s contract renewals 
is for a sixth successive year for Car. 
nation Contented canned milk, 
through the Erwin, Wasey agency, 
That calls for exclusive sponsorship 
of his ‘Jewish Philosopher’ programs 
five afternoons a week. The other 
renewal is for a second year for 
Procter & Gamble (Camay soap and 
Oxydol), through Pedlar & Ryan 
(and Blackett - Sample - Hummert, 
Chicago). That's for exclusive spon- 
sorship of the five-a-week evening 
series, 


But although his ‘Jewish Philoso- 
pher’ program is tied up exclusively 
both afternoon and evening, Lutsky 
finds time to broadcast a five-a-week 
evening news series, aiso in Yiddish, 
under his own name. It’s now spon- 
sored three times a week by Mus. 
terole, through Erwin, Wasey, and a 
deal is pending for another account 
to bankroll the remaining two nights, 
Lutsky is a cheerful guy. 


‘The Jewish Philosopher,’ who ad- 
mittedly got the idea for the pro- 
gram from ‘The Voice of Experience,’ 
regards himself as a combination of 
the latter and Walter Winchell and 
Billy Sunday. He says he receives 
400-500 letters a week, 75% of them 
in English, asking for advice and 
help. Of the total of 200,000 written 
requests for counsel, he has con- 
ducted about 50,000 personal inter. 
views. He hasn't had a vacation in 
six years. 


A native of the Ukraine, Lutsky 
came to the U.S. at the age of five, 
He was educated in New York, trav- 
eled extensively in the U.S. and 
abroad and worked in the business 
and editorial departments of various 
newspapers. He also admits, some- 
what reluctantly, appearing briefly in 
vaudeville as a singing comedian. 

While working on an Atlantic City 
paper, Lutsky started broadcasting 
over WPG there. After hearing ‘The 
Voice of Experience’ he wanted to 
do a similar program in Yiddish, but 
didn’t figure out the exact formula 
until he happened to think of an 
old Jewish folk song, the translated 
title of which is ‘The Philosopher.’ 
He still uses a recording of the song 
for the theme music of his program. 

Having returned to New York 
from Atlantic City, Lutsky fiddled 
around radio until he became radio 
manager for one of the curiosities of 
that time, an advertising dentist. 
Lutsky handled the dentist’s mani- 
fold radio activities (something like 
30 programs and announcements & 
day on various New York stations) 
and finally started his ‘Jewish Phil- 
osopher’ series as a trial substitute. 

His first regular sponsor was the 
Curtis department store, in Brook- 
lyn, which paid him $60 for five 
shows a week on WBBC, Brooklyn 
(now part of WBYN, New York). 
Later he was paid $250 for a five-a- 
week series for Plough drugs and 
presently handled the commercials 
so well he was given complete free- 
dom to write and deliver his Own 
plugs. 

After a six-month run for Plough 
drugs, Lutsky had a sustaining series 
for a year and then was Jewish 
director for WHOM, Jersey City. 
When he first started his present 
series for Carnation the Erwin, 
Wasey agency sent him regular com- 
mercial copy, but it now keeps him 
advised only as to the latest FCC 
and FTC rulings on the product and 
copy. Similarly, Pedlar & Ryan 
used to send him scripts, but no 
longer does so, leaving the question 
of program continuity and commer- 
cial copy to him. As Lutsky says, 
‘They know I know my audience 
better than they do. And I know 
enough not to get them in any 
trouble because of what I may say 
in my comment or for the commer- 
cial.’ 

Lutsky’s brother, Jack Luth, is his 
business manager and general asso- 
ciate, having given up a career as & 
vaudeville and nitery comic to take 
the assignment. 





Harry Douglas, announcer known 
as Sherwood Durkin at KMBC, Kan- 
sas City, 


inducted at Ft. Leaven- 
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Victory Centre ‘Evaluates War Ideas 





New York Office Quietly Financed Without Hubbub 
—Jerry Crowley Only Paid Executive 








Victory Centre has opened offices 
in New York City at 745 Fifth 
Avenue to act as a non-profit organ- 
ization to evaluate war-winning 
ideas and spread them around where 
they'll do the most good. Jerry 
Crowley, former Philadelphia press 


agent and adman, is the Paid ad- 
ministrator of the Centre, with three 
stenographers to help. The office is 
quietly financed by a half-dozen 
patriotic citizens without publicity 
yens or other purposes. Most of the 
work will be by volunteer aides. 

Generally speaking, Victory Cen- 
tre will concentrate on things in- 
volving citizen ‘action’ (notably sal- 
vage ideas) and will eschew ideo- 
logical activities. For example, 
gathering old keys for the brass, etc., 
they contain, one zealous lady hav- 
ing piled up two tons already. 

Radio contacts are being organ- 
ized. 


PAUL HOLLISTER 
IS BANKRUPT 


Paul Merrick Hollister, advertising 
executive with J. Stirling Getchell, 
Inc., filed a bankruptcy petition in 
N. Y. Federal court yesterday (28). 

Hollister listed liabilities at $43,- 
463, with assets of $1,841. 


Draft Idella Grandlay 
Of NBC Program Dept. 


Idella Grandlay, office manager of 
the NBC production department, has 
been ‘drafted’ by Lieut. Gen. Henry 
H. (‘Hap’) Arnold, chief of the Army 
Air Corps, for an administrative as- 
signment in Washington under Capt. 
Howard Nussbaum, former NBC 
staff director. She will be on leave 
of absence from NBC. 

Miss Grandlay’s husband, Edgar P. 
Kempf, former junior supervisor of 
master control at NBC, is on active 
duty with the Navy. 

















‘Man Your Battle Stations’ 
Is Local WJJD Salute 


Chicago, July 28. 

‘Man Your Battle Stations,’ new 
U. S. Navy series, made its debut this 
past Sunday at 7 p. m. over WJJD, 
with heroic tale of U.S.S. Marble- 
head, which, torpedoed, was brought 
13,000 miles through open water to 
safety by her crew. 

It will be a regular weekly pro- 
gram over WJJD. 


Salina’s Gal Engineer 


Salina, Kan., July 28. 


Pauline Barnes has been hired as | 


transmitter engineer at KSAL, Sa- 
lina. She is believed to be the first 
femme transmitter engineer in the 
State. She replaces Charlie Pinck- 
ham, who resigned to join the Army. 

Miss Barnes, 21, formerly worked 
at the Kansas State Highway Com- 
mission transmitter, KAZZ. She 


was trained at the NYA radio school 
in Topeka. 





MacDonell-Phillips Hitch 


John MacDonell, director of the 
Frank Parker program and Helen 
Phillips, of the Esty agency radio 
department, were married July 18 at 
Princeton, N. J., it was learned yes- 
terday (Tuesday). The wedding was 
known to only a few close friends. 
The couple are honeymooning in 
Maine. 

MacDonell is secretary of the Ra- 
dio Directors Guild. 


vt 


Hustlers 





Schenectady, July 28. 
WSNY, Schenectady, has 16 of 
18 daiiy news periods sold and 
two optioned. 
Despite the fact it has been on 
the air less than two weeks. 


CBS WORKSHOP 
PICKS COMEDY 
SCRIPTS 


‘Columbia Workshop’ series Mon- 


day nights on CBS will offer a festi- 
val of five comic programs during 
August, titled ‘All Out for Comedy.’ 
Group starts Monday (3) with 
‘Laughter for a Leader,’ a _ satire 
about Hitler, by Henry Denker and 
Ralph Berkey, their third script for 
‘Workshop.’ 

Show for Aug. 10 will be a vaude- 
ville stanza, with each of four acts 
intended as a sample for a possible 
new series, William Spier, producer 
of the ‘Workshop,’ and Larry Burns, 
assisting him on it, refer to the 
broadcast as a ‘poor man’s forecast.’ 
Being considered for the cast are 
Cully Richards, Jack Guilford, King 
Jacks and Eddie Green and a straight 
man. 

Aug. 17 show will be a series of 
blackout sketches. Under the title of 
‘Blackout Sketchbook,’ it may have 
Joey Faye and Clyde Hagar in the 
cast. Aug. 24 will be a book show, 
the script of which is not yet com- 
pleted. Aug. 31 will offer a new 
comedy team, probably Minerva 
Pious and Lee Brody, or possibly 
Miss Pious and Eddie Mayehoff, in a 
sample broadcast for a series. 

Scripts Bought 

Number of scripts have been 
bought for ‘Workshop’ to follow the 
comedy ‘festival.’ They include Gor- 
don Whyte’s “The Armchair Strate- 
gist, Milton Wayne’s ‘My Kid 
Brother,’ and Joseph Liss’ ‘Rebirth in 
Murrell’s Inlet.” Announcer David 
Ross has written a playlet, “The 
Rooster Calls,’ for which a special 
musical score must be written. And 
on the strength ,of new interest 
aroused by Margaret Webster’s read- 
ing of the novel in the mornings on 
CBS, there will be a half-hour adap- 
tation of Helen Jerome’s dramatiza- 
tion of ‘Jane Eyre.’ 

Besides producing ‘Workshop,’ Spier 
also produces ‘Are You a Genius?’ 
and ‘Suspense. Harold Medford 
writes ‘Suspense,’ but returns to the 
Coast soon on a picture contract and 
after that the series will probably be 
free-lanced Spier directed last 
Wednesday's broadcast of ‘Suspense,’ 
his first directing job in about a year. 

















Joins Up in Ceremony Over WWL, 
New Orleans 





New Orleans, July 28. 

Henry Dupre, m.c. of early morn- 
ing comedy ‘Dawnbusters’ series on 
WWL and program director and 
sportsmaster for the station, joined 
the U. S. Marine Corps last week and 
left for San Diego for training. He 
was inducted by Capt. Charles Wil- 
liamson, 3d, in a special broadcast 
over WWL. 


Dupre had been with WWL for 10 
years. His successor hasn't been 
chosen. 





Retired General on KGO 


San Francisco, July 28. 
Major General Paul B. Malone, 
U.S.A. retired, went on the air last 
week from KGO. 
KGO wants to build Malone up for 
either a local or Pacific Blue net- 
work sale. 
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11'S GOOD AD FOR 
UNION CONTRACT 


Radio Stations Covered by 
AFRA Contracts Exempt 
From Government Inter- 
pretation on Overtime 
Payments to Announcers, 
Etc.—Pro Rata Now Based 
on Total, Not Staff, Earn- 
ings 





_— 


N.A.B. PROTESTS 





Predicament of radio stations 
faced with the prospect of having to 
pay huge overtime wages to an- 
nouncers under the Wages and Hours 
Law finds the American Federation 
of Radic Artists little interested. If 
anything, AFRA _ executives are 
amused at the plight of the broad- 
casters, on the ground that the lat- 
ter have brought their troubles on 
themselves. 

According to officials of the union, 
the station men would not now be 
required to make the costly over- 
time payments under the Wages and 
Hours Law if they had signed con- 
tracts with AFRA. The union ex- 
ecutives note that the Wages and 
Hours Law specifically exempts all 
collective bargaining agreements 
providing for a method of computing 
overtime pay. And since all AFRA 
contracts contain provision for over- 
time, stations which have signed 
with the union are not involved in 
the Wages and Hours situation re- 
garding announcers, actors or sing- 
ers. 


On the other hand, say the AFRA 
leaders, stations which have refused 
to sign AFRA contracts agreeing to 
pay the union scales and overtime 
rates have had a competitive advan- 
tage over the stations that have 
signed. If the holdout broadcasters 
now have to pay even higher over- 
time wages than the AFRA rules 
would require, the union execs 
aren't going to cry about it. As they 
see it, the station operators can’t 
have it both ways. 

It’s conceded that 
the overtime payments ior anncun- 
cers under the Wages and Hours 
Law may be painfully severe for the 
stations. For instance, a_ station 
might presumably pay an announcer 
a regular wage of $25-$35 a week, 
while the spieler might get an addi- 
tional $60-$70 in commercial fees. 
According to the Wages and Hours 
Division, the announcer’s pay would 
be figured as, for instance, $80. 

On the basis of a 40-hour week, 
that would be $2 an hour. And as 
some stations work announcers as 
much as 60 and 70 hours a week, 
they would have to pay the spielers 
time-and-a-half, or $3 an hour for 
all time over 40 hours. That might 
run an announcer’s paycheck from 


in some cases 


2, ~ 


$25-$35 a week to upwards of $75- | fice of Price Administration and War 


; | Production 
In that case, says the AFRA officials, | government 


$100 a week, exclusive of commercials 


the stations without AFRA contracts 
decide not to work their an- 
nouncers so many extra hours with- 
out overtime pay 

As viewed by the station owners 
and by Joe Miller, labor contact of 
the National Assn. of Broadcasters, 
the Wages and Hours provision is 
unjust in its application to over- 
time for announcers. It’s pointed out 
by Miller that in cases where a sta- 
tion pays an announcer a certain 
amount and the announcer gets ad- 
ditional commercial fees, the latter 
are paid by the sponsor, an outside 
employer. It isn’t fair, Miller ar- 
gues, to compute the announcer’s 
hourly rate on his total earnings 
when the major portion of the earn- 
ings may be derived from outside 
commercial work. However, the 
Wages and Hours rule now reads 
that the employee in such cases 
must be paid an overtime hourly 
rate based on his total earnings. 


| Miller and the NAB are trying to 
| obtain a more favorable interpreta- 


tion of the law 


Monday Morning Cloudburst Strands 


Actors, Directors 


On Suburban 
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A Hint to the Guys 


Miami, July 28. 

The bride didn’t come C.O.D. 
but all of her wedding trousseau 
was obtained as a result of a 
chance mention on a broadcast 
over WIOD this week. 

Noah Tyler, conducting inter- 
view from a USO clubhouse in 
Miami, happened to bring to the 
mike a soldier who proceeded 
to divulge the details of his 
forthcoming wedding, which was 
to be held at the clubhouse. 
Within a few minutes after the 
broadcast, listeners began tele- 
phoning offers of wedding 
gowns, bridesmaids gowns, wed- 
ding bouquets, wedding cakes, 
‘enough hot dogs for 500 people,’ 
a wedding ring, and gifts for the 
entire party. 

All offers were accepted, and 
the wedding which was then 
aired over WIOD, drew a capa- 
city mob, 


WOAI NEWS IS 
BIG SPONSOR 
ITEM 














San Antonio, July 28. 

Newscasts led the time sold here 
the past week over station WOAL 
Planters Nut & Coffee Co., has pur- 
chased the Corwin Riddell 5:45 p.m, 
Newscasts for a quarter hour to be 
aired Monday through Friday. 
Placed through Gookind, Joice & 
Morgan Agency. 

Grand Prize Beer will sponsor the 
5:45 p.m. Newscasts on 10 successive 
Saturdays. Account placed through 
Rogers-Gano, 

The Frito Co., will sponsor the 
1:30 p.m. Henry Guerra Newscasts 
three times per week for a quarter 
hour, on Monday, Wednesday and 
Friday. 

Globe Laboratories will ‘air the 
6:30 a.m. Newscasts each Saturday 
for one year for a quirter hour 
period. Both accounts placed 
through Ray Glenn Agency. 


All Housewife Staff 


From Government [s 





Concentrated at KSTP 








Minneapolis, July 28 
Official announcements by the Of- 





ijthe war effort and of 


Board, and, in 


fact, all 
releases 


pertaining to 
interest to | 
housewives, now are grouped to-| 
gether in a daily quarter-hour pro- 
gram by KSTP. 

The task of writing the informa- 
tive broadcasts, heard at 8 a.m. daily, 
Mondays through Saturdays, goes to 
KSTP’s program director, Corinne 
Jordan, who simplifies the language of 
the sometimes involved orders ard 
intersperses the chatter with tran- 
scribed music. 


Garred Lathers News 


Hollywood, July 28. 

Mennen shaving cream bought 
three quarter-hour weekly newscasts 
by Bob Garred for a spread over Co- 
lumbia’s Pacific network. 

Garred has had as high as seven 
different bankrollers for his news 
reporting at one time. 











KIRO, Seattle, has taken additional 
office space to house the traffic, con- 











tinuity and educational departments. 


of Daytime Shows 
New York Trains 


Cloudburst Monday morning (27) 
in The Bronx and Westchester 
counties, N. Y., disrupting transpor- 
tation systems and delaying thou- 
sands of commuters to New York 
City, also created havoc with a num- 
ber of network dramatic programs 
originating at CBS and Radio City, 
N. Y. With actors, directors and 
production men marooned on stalled 
trains from suburban Westchester 
and Connecticut, several of the 
shows were barely able to go on the 
air on schedule with substitute 
Piayers. 

As word of the situation spread 
through the ranks of radio actors 
in New York, many hopefuls phoned 
the NBC, CBS and agency casting 
directors to ask that if substitutes 
were being sought to ‘think of me.’ 
Fact that the storm occurred on a 
Monday morning made matters par- 
ticularly serious, as many of those 
delayed were returning from out-of- 
town weekends. In many cases, com- 
muters didn’t reach their destina- 
tions until early afternoon, hours 
after their scheduled broadcasts. 

‘Amanda’ 

Typical of the predicaments at 
many of the studios was that at the 
broadcast of ‘Amanda of Honey- 
moon Hill,” on WJZ-Blue at 11:15- 
11:30 a.m. With both Steven Gross, 
the director, and Joy Hathaway, 
title actress, absent long after sched- 
uled start of rehearsal, Lloyd Rosa- 
mond, the Blackett-Sample-Hum- 
mert agency supervisor on the show 
was frantically trying to find a sub- 
stitute femme lead. 


Finally Martha Atwell, who di- 
rects several programs for the 
agency, happened to drop in at 
the studio on her way from a re- 
cording session. With her was Joan 
Banks, the radio ingenue. Rosamond 
spotted Miss Banks, hustled her into 
the studio and shoved a script at 
her. With only a few minutes of 
rehearsal, she did the broadcast. 
Miss Hathaway finally arrived after 
the program had started, having 
used the train, a commandeered 
truck, taxi and subway to reach the 
Studio, Arthur Hanna directed the 
rehearsal and Bill Sweets put. the 
show on the air. 

When Joan Blaine, star of ‘Valiant 
Lady,’ failed to reach the studio for 
her 10-10:15 a.m. broadcast, Helen 
Payne, a member of the CBS pro- 
duction staff, played the title part on 


the program. She had done tele- 
vision before, but it was her first 
network broadcast. With Don Mc- 
Laughlin unable to reach town, 
Bartlett Robinson was the title 
player used on ‘Chaplain Jim, 
U. S. A” on WJZ-Blue. Carlton 


Young subbed for James Meighan 
and ~Joaun Banks doubted fromm 
Amanda’ to replace Ruth Russell on 


‘Just Plain Bill’ on the same net- 
| work. Larry Elliott, regular an- 
nouncer on *‘Woman’s Page of the 


| Ait,’ missed the broadcast and there 


were numerous last-minute replace- 
ments on various other shows. 


Pvt. Wissman Works 
With His WWJ Successor 


Detroit, July .28. 


A former program manager of 
WWJ, Pvt. Melvin Wissman is 
working directly with his successor, 
Don DeGroot, in production of the 
station’s ‘The Army Calls,’ a half- 
hour program on Monday nights 
designed to enlist men with special 
skills and professions. After open- 
ing with studio talent the program 
moves to Fort Custer, Mich., for a 
military background where Warrant 
Officer Thomas R. Porter carries 
the show with marches and novelty 
music. 

Wissman has a check-up on what 
the program does in drawing men 
with special abilities into the serv- 
ice since he also is attached at the 
Reception Center Special Service 
Office at Fort Custer. In addition, 
he is an editor of ‘Salute,’ the soi- 
dier publication, 
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e ° ° CONCERNING ‘PLUG UGLIES’ oe oF : : 
Soaps Find Substitute Ingredients <.... mame ee Dake Basle 
Minneapolis, July 28. | $o490004444¢¢4 ae 


War Need for Glycerine By-Product Continues to. 


| they have not encountered any audi- 


Assure Maximum Production 


Despite the growing shortage of | 
oils and fats, there will apparently 
be no curtailment of soap manufac- 
ture, at least for some time. Reason 
is that glycerine, a soap by-product, | 
is used in the making of explosives. 
Therefore, the Government is en- 
couraging maximum production of 
soap so as to get ail the glycerin 
possible. 

Soap companies, of which the two 
largest are Procter & Gamble and 
Lever Bros., have been forced to 
find various substitutes for the pre- 
ferred kinds of oils used in pro- 
duction. P. & G., for instance, has 
exhausted its supply of cocoanut oil, 
which came from the East Indies. 
Some palm oil, soybean and other 
oils have been obtained from Africa 
and South America, but a number 
ef different kinds of domestic oils 
are now the major part of the 
supply. 

With production almost certain to 
maintain its present rate, and pos- 
sibly even increase, there is no pros- 
pect of a decrease in soap advertis- 
ing budgets. P. & G. is continuing 
its radio activities at approximately 
the same level as before, while 
Lever Bros. is increasing its radio 
expenditures somewhat by going 
more heavily into the evening field. 
Despite the expectation that price 
ceilings and increased production 
cost would require the curtailment 





of advertising outlay to meet the 
smaller margin of profit, the radio 
activities of the two top soap firms 
have not yet shown any indications 
of decline. 

P. & G. expenditures in radio for 
current year will total somewhere 
about $10,500,000, or nearly twice as 
much as the next largest sponsor. 
Lever Bros. budget will total around 
$4,500,000. 


WNEW WAX PROGRAMS 
GET NEW ACCOUNTS 


Marlin Firearms Co. has bought 
10-minute ‘Dance Parade’ recorded 
programs ‘Tuesday, Thursday and 
Saturday nights on WNEW, New 
York, for Marlin razor blades. Cra- 
ven & Hedrick is the agency. 

I. J. Fox furs has signed a new 
contract with WNEW for two 10- 
minute periods daily on Martin 
Block’s ‘Make Believe Ballroom,’ in 
addition to 32 announcements a 
week for six weeks. Deal was direct. 











Private Kermit Schafer, ex-radio 
producer, stationed at Pine Camp, 
N. Y., is doing a camp show on a 
Watertown, N. Y. outlet and needs 
half hour scripts of any type. 
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~ FULTON LEWIS, Jr. 


“the man who.makes the news” 
AVAILABLE FOR SPONSORSHIP 
ON YOUR OWN STATION 
AT YOUR OWN RATES 


MILLIONS OF LISTENERS from coast to coast can tell you of the 
startling disclosures and “back-of-the-scenes” 


news scoops made 


Jr, in connection with the sugar and rubber 


you how Fulton Lewis, Jr., suc- 


audience contribute 600 pairs of rare 


efforts failed. And 59 advertisers 
ou of the amazing sales this 


“Knight of the Microphone” is creating for them. Fulton Lewis, 
Jr., is available for Sponsorship in your city—at your one time, 
quarter hour rate per week! Get busy now and SELL—wire, 
phone or write WM. B. DOLPH, WOL, WASHINGTON, D. C. 


ORIGINATING FROM W 





QL wasnincton, o. c. 


ifiliated with the MUTUAL BROADCASTING SYSTEM 











Heads of local chain outlets say 


ence complaints regarding so-called 
‘radio plug uglies’ recently assailed 
in Reader’s Digest. The spot and 
other foghorn and singing commer- 
cial announcements have _ fcind 
ready public acceptance, they de- 
clare. The type of medical adver- 
tising biurbs now employed on the 
chain programs specified in the 
article apparently aren’t proving ob- 
jectionable in this territory, it’s as- 
serted. 

As far as their personal tastes 
are concerned, local station exec- 
utives actually look with favor on 
the foghorn and singing announce- 
ments, feeling that, if they’re well 
and cleverly done, they have distinct 
novelty value. 

‘As far as we have been able to 
learn, the public accepts and ap- 
prove announcements for their nov- 
elty,’ says Al Sheehan, assistant 
manager of WOCO, the CBS station 
here. ‘We believe they’re getting 
across very well.’ 

The spot announcements represent 
in many instances the difference be- 
tween profit and loss for a station, 
according to S. E. Hubbard, KSTP 
heed, who feels that even the ones 
‘not so good’ are better than 20 
seconds dead air. The sort of 
medical commercials carried on the 
chain and local programs is not 
proving offensive to their listening 
audiences as far as can be de- 
termined, it’s declared. 





Night Spots Temporarily 
Sponsor Radio During 
Saratoga Nag Season 


Albany, July 28. 

Two night clubs, Arrowhead Inn 
and Mother Keliy’s, will sponsor 
programs over WOKO, Albany, dur- 
ing the racing season which opens 
July 27. In the past, broadcasts 
from the Lake spots have been by 
bands and singers appearing there. 
Joe Nolan will present a resume of 
racing results, gossip and_ inter- 
views, at 11:15 p.m. nightly from 
Mother Kelly's. Nolan has been 
doing sports programs over WABY, 
Albany, for the past two years. 
Helen. Doherty will do a. late 
evening commentary on _ fashions, 
ete. from Arrowhead. She recently 
has been interviewing Spa celebri- 
ties on a ‘Saratoga Spotlight’ thrice- 
weekly morning program over 
WOKO. Three Saratoga 
one of which is Starbuck’s depart- 
ment Store, sponsor. 

Announcer Bill Winne and En- 
gineer Harry Hults, Jr., who will 


handle the new series of broadcasts, | 





jare to 


live in Saratoga for the 


month. 


NBC REFUNDS TUITION 
T0 BEST RADIO STUDE 





Chicago, July 28. 
Full scholarship will be awarded 
by NBC to the student who, in the 
opinion of the faculty, has made 
the best record in the NBC-North- 
western University Summer Radio 
Institute of 1942, currently in session. 








Course opened June 22 for eight 
| weeks, to encourage further study 


concerns, | 





‘BRITAIN TO AMERICA’ 
With Leslie Howard 

3° Mins. 

Transoceanic 

Sunday, 5:30 p.m. 
VEAF-NBC, New York 

Produced in England by the BBC 
thi. Sunday afternoon half-hour 
came through on NBC, and, by the 
latter’s invitai‘on, on» day ahead of 
Norman Corwin's ‘An American in 
England’ series from ‘London to 
Cr 5. The latter began Monday at 
10 p.m. 

‘here were parts of ‘Britain to 
America’ that were clear:and mov- 
ing, the latter quality being largely 
dependent upon the former. It is the 
unhappy fate of transoceanic feeds 
by radiotelephone to all too often 
come splashing in like so much soup, 
to be full of ghosts, who jabber and 
fade and tantalize the listener by 
sudden swailowings of large quaffs 
of ozone. 

Leslie Howard wus quite in- 
telligible and so largely was Lady 
Roberts, the famous mother of three 
now-dead aviator son~. Certain of 
the cockney accents survived well 
enough. But always there was the 
faint murkiness that intermittently 
thickened. It does not make for pro- 
grams of maximum charm. 

Yet now and again something 
pretty brave and decent came 
through. BBC chose to hop about 
the United Kingdom for pickups 
from war factories and from every- 
day folk. There is about the British 
style of patience, matter-of-factness 
and seemingly unbendable will a 
quality that is inspiring and in- 
fectious. 

But American listeners are preju- 
diced in favor of a bell-like clarity 
on their radio sets. This time it was 
not delivered. Land. 





_ (Norman Corwin’s ‘An American 
in England’ faltered and failed al- 
together Monday night, because of 
atmospherics. Only a few minutes of 
dialog came through.) 


‘GIBBS AND FINNEY’ 

With Parker Fennelly, Arthur Allen, 
Ethel Wilson, Ray Fant, Walter 
Scanlon, Paul Parks, Carl Mathieuw 

15 Mins. 

Sustaining 

Friday-Sunday, 8:15 p.m. 

| WJZ-Blue, New York 
Ray Knight, scripter of the ‘House 

\in the Country’ morning sustainer 

|serial on WJZ-Blue, has authored this 

j}amusing new character-comedy show 
on the same network. Its complete 
|title is ‘Gibbs and Finney, General 
| Delivery,’ and if properly handled it 
| should become a popular series, mer- 
jiting sponsorship. Present schedule of 
| Friday-through-Sunday evenings is 
an odd one. It might be altered to 

jevery other evening, or possibly a 

{single weekly half-hour. But the 

script and production setup already 

|clicks and shouldn't be tinkered un- 
necessarily. 

Idea of the story is that two life- 
| long New England feudists (and se- 
|cretly pals) have decided that gas 
and rubber shortages promise a prof- 
itable business for a livery stable. 
| But they immediately and intermin- 
jably scrap. about billing. Gideon 
Gibbs says the firm should be Gibbs 
& Finney, while Asa Finney raises a 
squawk for Finney & Gibbs. That’s 
thin material, but it serves as the 
framework for a succession of in- 
gratiating situations and chuckles. 
Though somewhat too similar in 
character and voice, the two old war- 
| riors are likable gaffers and are 
|played with infectious relish by 
|Parker Fennelly and Arthur Allen. 
Ethel Wilson gives an expertly etched 
portrayal of a prodigal widow who 
appears likely to ignite ample fire- 











works, while Ray Fant is a credibly 
crusty local printer. ys 
Novel production wrinkle is the 
use of a vocal trio, Walter Scanlon 
Paul Parks and Carl Mathieuw. for 
the musical theme, a splendid ‘Gibbs 
and Finney’ song, plus brief strains 
of old familiars for atmospheric 
scene-bridging. Harry Frazee, Blue 
network production head, is direct- 
ing the show at present, but Ed Whit- 
ney, a staff director, will take over 
on his return from vacation. Hobe. 


‘THIS IS OUR ENEMY’ 

With Arnold Moss, Selena Royle, 
Sam Wanamaker, Ronnie Liss, 
Skippy Homeier, Howard Smith, 
Alvin Steinkopf, Russell Bennett 
Orch 

30 Mins. 

Sustaining 

Sunday, 10:30 p.m. 

WOR-Mutual, New York 
This War Production Board series 

of ‘rash, brutal, ugly truth,’ projected 

on the theory that we should know 
the kind of enemy we face, is an 
even more compact, hard-hitting and 
compelling show now than when it 
started 10 weeks ago. Sunday night's 

(26) installment, written by Elwood 

Hoffman, succeeding Bernard C. 

Schoenfeld, was tightly packed with 

arousing material about the bestial- 

ity of the Nazi creed of race hatred. 

And as tied up at the end by AP 

correspondent Alvin Steinkopf, a re- 

cent arrival in the U. S. from a Nazi 
concentration camp, it slammed 
across the lesson of what Schickel- 
gruber has in mind for a free 

America. 

Hoffman’s script on this broadcast 
wasted no energy in wild swinging, 
but punched home the horrifying 
story of how Fascist dogma may be 
instilled in the mind of children and 
lead them to betray their nationality 
and even their families. Despite a 
few rough spots, the production was 
vigorous and expressively paced, 
while the performance of Arnold 
Moss, Selena Royle and Ronnie Liss 
were particularly affecting. Russell 
Bennett's music added ae. 

obe, 


CHESTER STRATTON 
‘Reveille Fast’ 
30 Mins. 
Sustaining 
Monday, 10:30 p-m. 
WABC-CBS, New York 
One in the Columbia Workshop 
series, Remarkable fo~ the almost 
continuous speaking part assigned to 
and carried through with exceptional 
acting skill by Chester Stratton. It 
was an autobiographical talking-to- 
himself account of a soldier’s over- 
night leave and his precious few 
hours with his sweetheart and later 
his mother. 
Nicely done. Sensitive in feeling 
and observation by both writer 
(Jeff Hurley) and actor. A bit thin- 
ish, however, to stretch into a half 
hour, Land, 


CKAC, Mont’l, Renewals 





Montreal, July 28. 
Mongeau & Robert (Coai) re- 
newed contract with French lan- 


guage CKAC starting Sept. 6 with 
‘Vagabond Qui Chante’ (Singing 
Vagabond) with Paul Emile Corbeil 
singing (bass) in title role and Ger- 
maine Janelle accompanying with 
organ. Program will run every Sun- 
day, Tuesday and Thursday for 
quarter-hour. 

‘Rinso’ hereafter will be Monday 
through Friday 12:15-12:30 p.m. in- 





stead of 5 p.m. This is ‘Grande 
Soeur’ French version of ‘Big Sister. 





semen 
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iin the radio field. Harry C. Kopf, 
| general manager of the NBC Cen-| 
|tral Division, will refund the tui- | 


tion paid by the winning student for | 


| the course, to him. 
| 


: — 
| Charles Singer Civilian 


|| With U.S. Signal Corps 


Charles Singer, engineer in charge 
of the transmitter of WOR, New 
York, leaves in a couple of weeks 
to become director of the Mainten- 
ance Unit of the Optional Research 
Group of the Signal Corps, stationed 
in Washington. 

His work will be military, but he 
will have civilian status. 


“WCCO Hosts 275 Mayors 


Minneapolis, July 28. 
For the third-year in succession, 
WCCO last week played host to 275 





and to all of the Minneapolis Aqua- 
tennial committee members at a 
Hotel Nicollet dinner party as a 
good-will token, 

Gov. H. E. Stassen and Mayor M. 
|L. Kline made the welcoming ad- 
| dresses, 





s 


Minnesota mayors and their wives 








WHICH NETWORK ? 


...now provides dominant stations in the 
important U.S, markets at lowest network 
cost... with the newest, simplest, most flex- 


ible rate plan in broadcast advertising. 


Take a peek at page 35 } 
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NBC 
ANNOUNCES A 10% 








~ FULL-NETWORK 





Moving to extend the distribution of the 
nation’s top-ranking radio programs to 
smaller stations in smaller communities, 
the National Broadcasting Company an- 
nounces a plan which will permit adver- 
tisers to use the entire NBC network of 
125 stations at a substantial saving over 


current card rates. 


Effective August 1, 1942, a flat 10% discount 
will be allowed to advertisers who con- 
tract for the full NBC network of 125 
stations for 13 weeks or more. This is an 
over-riding discount, and applies after all 


other discounts and rebates. 


SCOUNT 


The new plan involves no rate-increase, nor 
does it penalize advertisers who do not wish 
to use the full network. It is simple in concept 
and operation and is being adopted at con- 
siderable cost to NBC in the earnest inten- 
tion of bringing the informative and 
morale-stimulating benefits of outstanding 
commercial radio programs to the less pop- 


ulous sections of the country. The plan will 


enable many advertisers to expand their 


NB 


coverage to new markets 
at a lower cost-per-thou- 


sand listeners. C 


THE NETWORK MOST PEOPLE 


NATIONAL BROADCASTING COMPANY eTeR f0 90ST 


A Radio Corporation of America Service | 
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Office of War Info 


File of ‘Undesirable’ Lingual Gentry 





Foreign language radio 
many of which are currently 
ducting a purge of ‘undesirable’ em- 
ployees, were cautioned last week 
against hiring replacements without 
consulting the Office of War Informa- 


tion. The warning, issued by Arthur | 


Simon, chairman of the Foreign 


Language Radio Wartime Control | 


Committee, said that Lee Falk, chief 
of the foreign language radio divi- 
sion of the OWI, is keeping «. file of 
all ‘undesirable’ employees 
Checking with Falk would prevent 
rehiring of the discharged broad- 
casters, the letter explained. 

Purge of the ‘undesirable’ broad- 
casters is part of the. drive by the 
foreign language stations to rectify 
conditions in the foreign language 
radio field, where there has been 
evidence of activity by pro-Axis ele- 
ments. Broadcasters listed as ‘un- 
desirable’ and fired by the stations 
are those alleged guilty of anti- 
American conduct, or at least pro- 
Axis sentiment. 


NO POLITICS IN PRISON 





AIRCASTS, SAYS WARDEN 





San Francisco, July 28. 

Warden Ciinton T. Duffy told the 
Assembly committee on governmen- 
tal efficiency and economy a few 
things about San Quentin in prison’s 
radio program over KFRC and the 
Don Lee network—and one of the 
most emphatic was the show is ‘ab- 
solutely non-political’ The com- 
mittee, holding a hearing here, was | 
probing around for political infor- | 
mation with which to embarass| 
Governor Olson, but it got little 
satisfaction from Duffy. 

The warden said Governor Olson | 
appeared on the program once about 
six months ago, but that there was 
nothing political in connection with 


his appearance. 
‘I check all programs before they | 


go,’ said Duffy. 
keep politics out of San Quentin.’ 
Purposes of program, the warden 
testified, are ‘to build up something 
constructive within the inmate and 


to make the inmate more acceptable 


to society when he leaves.’ 





Strouse Off WINS, N. Y. 
Irving Strouse is out as program 
manager of WINS, New York. 
No replacement set, as yet. 


P | 
Stations, 
con- 


dropped. | 


|replacing Elmer 


‘We are going to) 


rmation Keeps 





JOHN COLE PROMOTED 


Succeeds Nate Tufts as ‘Vox Pop’ 
Production Supervisor 
formerly 


John G. Cole, advance 


man and assistant on the ‘Vox Pop’ 
for Ruthrauff & Ryan, has 
upped to supervisor on the 
| series, succeeding Nate Tufts, who 
‘has gone to the Coast to head the 
agency’s office there. Before joining 
R. & R. on the ‘Vox Pop’ show he 
was with the Compton agency, as- 
signed to the ‘Truth or Conse- 
quences’ program, 

After next Monday night’s (3) 
‘Vox Pop’ broadcast from the New 
Orleans Naval Base, Parks Johnson 
goes on a three-week vacation. Film 
actress Carole Landis will sub for 
him the first two weeks, with the 
broadcasts probably originating Aug. 
10 from Ft. Bliss, El Paso, Texas, 
and Aug. 17 from the Mare Island 
Navy Yard, San Francisco. Film 
actor Brian Donievy will sub on the 
Aug. 24 broadcast from the Marine 
Barracks at San Diego, in connection 
with the premiere of the Paramount 
picture, ‘Wake Island,’ in which he 
stars. 

Warren Hull continues as co- 
quizzer on the show. 


John Raleigh at WCCO; 
Peterson Joins OWI 


Minneapolis, July 28. 

John Raleigh, just returned from 
more than a year’s service with the 
CBS Far East news staff, has been 
named news analyst for WCCO here, 
W. Peterson, who 
resigned to direct the Scandinavian 
division of Elmer Davis’ Office of 
War Information. Raleigh takes 
over Aug. 1. 


Latest post occupied by Raleigh 
was Darwin, Australia, before which 
he reported the news from Batavia, 
| 
| Java. 


program 


been 











Leif Eid to Washington 

Leif Eid is leaving the press de- 
|partment of NBC in New York to 
assume the news editorship at NBC’s 
Washington branch. Latter job has 
\lately been held by Bill Neal. 

Eid’s successor on trade news desk 
‘in N. Y. not set. 





| 
1 


Moseley Makes It 





Sidney Moseley, British news 
commentator, now has a regular 
period on the Mutual network. 
Thus the nation at large may 
hear him for the first time. Only 
WMCA, New York, locally would 
risk a British commentator on 
its own wavelength until now. 

Moseley has been in the U.S.A. 
since 1939 getting a slow nod 
from American radio that was 
scared of him during tke ‘neu- 
trality’ period. 

He calls his present Mutual 
stint ‘The Headlines of Tomor- 
row.’ 








WEBS WILLING 
TO ACCEPT 
BEER 


Although never on the official 
verboten list, beer and ale will be 
acceptable to the major networks 
this fall as sponsored product. Both 
NBC and CBS are said to have let 
down the bars on the amber fluid, 
giving brewers a clear field in their 
choice of broadc:st webs. Both Mu- 
tual and the Blue network have ac- 
cepted beer accounts, having carried 
Ballantine ale. 

Heavy run of new fall business on 
NBC and CBS contradicts the pos- 
sible conclusion that the brewery 
business has been restored to the 
good graces of .he major nets be- 
cause of time made available due to 
wartime withdrawals. Beer shows 
will be restricted to the late evening 





hours after the youngsters have 
been put away for the night. First 
to take advantage of the network 


ruling is Pabst, which is interested 
in a show being packaged by MCA. 





Howard Barlow Widens 
Scope of Activities 


Howard Barlow, for 15 years 
senior conductor for CBS has been 
signed by the Arthur Judson branch 
of Columbia Concerts for manage- 
ment. Barlow will enter the regular 
conducting field and made his debut 
Saturday (25) at Lewisohn Stadium, 
N. Y¥., with the Philharmonic in the 
first of six concerts during the sum- 
mer with that organization. 

During the summer he also will 
conduct the Rochester and Montreal 
symphony orchestras. 











: 7, hey Never Heard : 


+ of the WLS NATIONAL BARN DANCE + 


sur THEY WILL/ . 


% Bas Hitler, Hirohito—all will hear plenty from the WLS National Barn Dance! For . 


on the night of June 


27, in Bloomington, III, 


7,500 people swarmed to see the broad- 


cast ... and each contributed 100 lbs. of scrap metal or 50 Ibs. of rubber for his ticket. 


605,000 


POUNDS OF 


SCRAP IRON 
AND 


93,000 


POUNDS OF 





53,000 pounds of rubber. 


forces. But, 


the war effort. 


“pepaesentan oF 
Joun Biante & Courant 


* * 


The scrap material turned in by these loyal Mid-West 
people for their tickets totaled 605,000 pounds of metal, + 
It is already on its way to 
mills to be made into tanks, guns and ships for our armed 
in addition, they brought even another 4 
420,000 pounds of metal and rubber, over and above that 
required to get their Barn Dance tickets. 
from the sale of the scrap, $3,600, were donated by WLS- 
Prairie Farmer to the local McLean County USO fund. + 

We are proud of the thousands of patriotic listeners 
who contributed this 500 tons of scrap... proud that 
we could work with them in this joint contribution to » 


All proceeds 
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Everybody Agrees, Nobody Acts 





Need for Counter-Propaganda in German Language 


is 





on Domestic Longwave Remains Frozen in Inertia 


‘MINUTE MAIDS’ IN BOISE 


Equip Prospective Purchasers With 
Books to Hold War Stamps 








Boise, Idaho, July 28. 

‘Seven-Thirty Theatre,’ dramatic 
series Sunday nights with local tal- 
ent, is being aired by KIDO, Boise, 
as exploitation for the Minute Maids 
organization in Boise. Latter is a 
local women’s group which distrib- 
utes stamp books for prospective 
War Stamp buyers. The Minute 
Maids don't actually sell the Stamps, 
but work on the theory that those re- 
ceiving the books will be likely to 
buy Stamps put in them. 

Four or five-minute spot on each 
broadcast is devoted to an interview 
with a native of one of the United 
Nations, with Holland, Greece and 
China so far represented. Phil Allen, 
KIDO newsman and dramatic direc- 
tor, produces the program. This is 
the second season for the series, 
which was known last year as ‘Six- 
Thirty Theatre.’ 

Minute Maids idea originated in 
Boise and has the blessing of the 
Treasury Department, which is ex- 
— it into a national organiza- 

on 


4TH JACKSONVILLE 
STATION DUE SEPT. 1 


Jacksonville, July 28. 

Tentative plans for opening Jack- 
sonville’s newest and fourth radio 
station on or about Sept. 1, have 
been completed by James R. Stock- 
ton, local real estate developer. The 
station’s call letters will be WPDQ 
and it will operate on a power of 
5,000 watts day and night and a 
frequency of 1270 kilocycles. Trans- 
mitter and other broadcasting equip- 
ment has been installed by RCA. 

Officers of the company are James 
R. Stockton, president; FE. D. Black, 
vice president; E. G. McKenzie, vice 
president; and Robert R. Feagin, 
secretary and treasurer. Feagin will 
also serve as general manager. He 
was formerly manager of WBML in 
Macon and vice president of the 
Georgia Association of Broadcasters. 
He was also at one time commercial 
manager of WTOC, Savannah, Ga. 

The new station has no network 
affiliation. 
Press 








news wire service on a 24-| 

hour basis. 
Of the other three Jacksonville 
stations, WJAX, 1s  municipally 


owned and operated and is NBC's 
Red network outlet: WJHP. owned 
by the Jacksonvilie Journal, after- 
noon daily, is NBC’s Blue network 
outlet and also for Mutual; and 
WMBR, operated by the Florida 
Broadcasting Company is the CBS 
outlet here. 





John Klopman at Camp Dix 


John Klopman, 
Webb, head of 
promotion, 


assistant to Bill 
NBC institutional 
reported last week at 


Camp Dix, N. J., for Army training. ! sustaining news 
NBC | mornings 


of the 
succeeds him, 


Brendan Griswold, 
personnel department, 


vv 








It will use the Associated | 
|tablishment of the same 


Although it seems generally agreed 
by students of the subject that there 
is a great need for counter-propa- 
ganda in the German language over 
domestic longwave stations, 
of financing such programs seems 
almost insoluble. Such is the expe. 
rience of individuals and groups that 


have tried. Disinterest, inexperi- 
enced officials, private axes, redtape, 
social snobbishness, general ignor- 
ance—these are just a few of the 
hurdles. 

A minor odyssey of frustration in 
this field is the story of Ilse Intrator, 
German actress, and David Milton, 
American writer, who have a day- 
time serial, ‘Dedicated to the Truth,’ 
on WHOM, Jersey City, Saturday 
afternoons at 3 p.m. All the actors 
are working free, and the prospect of 
finding funds via a sponsor or other- 
wise to pay them is not too bright, 
despite general agreement that what 
they are attempting to do needs 
doing. 

At the suggestion of advisers, they 
formed the so-called Independent 
Radio League, hoping to attract do- 
nations. They would have preferred 
to operate through — established 
groups, but apparently the radio di- 
rectors of all such organizations are 
always opposed to such outsiders. 
Meantime nothing happens in Ger- 
man language radio counter-propa- 
ganda. Everybody says it’s a great 
problem. Nobody solves the prob- 
lem. 


the job 


e 


‘Breakfast at Sardi’s’ 
(Coast) on Blue Web 


‘Breakfast at Sardi’s,’ daily partici- 
pating show on the Coast, wiil spread 
to the full Blue network starting 
Monday (3). Broadcast heard in the 
east 11-11:30 a.m. Monday through 
Friday will be a repeat, as the regu- 
lar program in Sardi’s Restaurant, 
Hollywood, is at 9:30-10 a.m, Coast 
time. Stanza consists of interviews 
by Tom Brenneman with members 
of the audience, following breakfast 
for 150 women. It’s the Blue net- 
work’s most popular daytime show 
on the Coast. 

There will be no connection be- 
tween the ‘Breakfast at Sardi’s’ se- 
ries and the original Sardi’s Restau- 
pnt, N. Y. Latter is not associated 
in any way with the Hollywood es- 
name, nor 





fare the owners related. 











WGN at Camp Wolters 
Chicago, July 28. 

New program entiiied ‘Camp Wol- 
ter Calling,’ broadcast over WGN 
from 10 to 10:15 a.m. Saturdays, be- 
gins this week. 

Interviews with soldiers at the 
Texas camp who live in Chicago and 
the area serviced by the station are 
featured. There is also music by the 
camp’s recreation center orchestra. 





Carey Longmire, foreign corre- 
spondent, is now doing a 15-minute 
commentary five 


weekly over NBC from 


New.. York. 











WHICH NETWORK? 


...is the first (and only) to offer complete 


freedom in selecting supplementaries, so you 


can pick precisely the hookup you want. 





Take a peek at page 35} 
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CHIDE GLADSTONE MURRAY — 





PARLIAMENT SAYS. 
T ‘LOST FAITH 


Investigation Committee Not 
Unanimous, However, and 
Canadian Official Is Called 
Unfairly Pictured by Some 
Elements in Dominion 


——_ 


RECOMMENDATIONS 





By ROBERT McSTAY 


Toronto, July 28. 
Federal government inquiry into 
the operations of the Canadian 
Broadcasting Corp. has resulted in 


the recommendation that the serv- 
ices of Major Gladstone Murray, 
CBC g.m., ‘could be used in another 
capacity than that of general man- 
ager and head of the corporation. 
Tabled report of the government 
Radio Committee stated that the 
CBC board of governors had ‘lost 
faith in Major Murray’s ability in 
financial matters and his attitude to- 
ward his expenses.’ The report sug- 
gested that the office of general man- 
ager of the CBC ‘should be filled 
preferably by a Canadian of charac- 
ter and integrity, who would receive 
the confidence of the public and the 
loyal support of the CBC staff.’ 

The Radio Committee also ex- 
pressed strong opposition to control 
of groups of private stations by one 
individual or interest, and recom- 
mended that, ‘except in most unusual 
circumstances, no person should hold 
more than one license.’ Other com- 
mittee recommendations included 
planned programs to counteract en- 
emy propaganda; co-ordination of 
government broadcasts; closer rela- 
tionship between the French and 
English language broadcasts; exten- 
sion of that policy for the providing 
of national coverage, if necessary, by 
the federal acquisition of private 
stations; the organization of regional 
advisory committees; the introduction 
of a pension scheme for CBC em- 
ployees; allotment of a larger per- 
centage of license revenues to pro- 
grams; consideration as to whether 
private station outlets for American 
chains should be continued; provision 
of alternate progratms wherever pos- 
sible to provide a choice for the radio 
listeners of Canada; an annual re- 
view of Canadian radio affairs by a 
Parliamentary committee. 

‘Private Hands’ 


The tabled report said that the 
new CBC g.m. ‘shou'd have organ- 
izing ability and administrative and 
executive experience although not 
necessarily in the field of the radio 
business. In keeping with the 
ultimate nationalization of Canadian 
radio, the parliamentary committee 
s€€ks to prevent ‘the dangerous 
concentration of broadcasting sta- 
tions in private hands’ by the fol- 
lowing recommendations; neither the 


ownership nor shares evidencing 
ownership of a station shall be 
transferred without the authority 


of the Minister of Communications; 
a station shall be owned and op- 





erated by the holder of the license; 
except in the most unusual circum- 
stances, no one shall hold more 
than one license; the Minister of 


Communications and the CBC shall 
have the power to obtain all infor- 
mation necessary to ensure that pri- 
vate stations are operated for the 











benefit of the nation and of the 
communities in which they are lo- 
cated; if necessary the revenues, 
profits and expenditures of private- 
ly-owned stations may be ascer- 
tained in order to see whether the 
license fees payable by them are 
adequate and if the services ren- 
dered are commensurate. 

Said the report: ‘The financial po- 
sition of privately-owned stations 
has improved substantially during 
the last few years and the CBC 
should consider if the private sta- 
tions are increasing their service to 
the Canadian public correspond- 
ingly.’ 

‘Unable Or Unwilling’ 

In recommending a new general 
manager to replace Gladstone Mur- 
ray, the report said: ‘Evidence 
given before the committee on the 
personal expenses of the general 
manager and on the matter of ac- 
counting for these expenses give 
some indication of what the board of 
governors may have had in mind. 
The reasons which led the board 
to relieve the general manager of 
many of his functions should have 
led to totally different action. The 
responsibility should be put where 
it properly belongs. Indicative of 
this situation is the subject of the 
expenses of the general manager 
which the parliamentary committee 
feels were out of all reason and much 
confusion was caused by the slack 
and unbusinesslike manner in ac- 





counting for these expenditures. 
Detailed vouchers were not sub- 
mitted, extraordinary and un- 
classified expenses were included 
which it was felt were unnecessary. 
Murray is unable or unwilling to 
state to whom many of these pay- 
ments were made. His explanation 
of their purpose is obscure. There 
is no conclusive evidence that they 
ever received the scrutiny of the 
finance committee of the CBC or 
the board of governors. There was 
gross carelessness in the way in 
which these expenditures were han- 
dled or accounted for. The commit- 
tee believes that the treasurer of 
the CBC did not impose adequate 
checks on the general manager’s 
expense accounts and, consequently, 
recommends that the treasurer’s du- 
ties be clearly defined. 

‘The Parliamentary committee rec- 
ognizes that the board of governors 
is charged with the responsibility of 
conducting the affairs of a utility of 
great national importance. The board 
failed to deal adequately with the 
Plaunt report (a general survey of 
the CBC activities made by the late 
Alan Plaunt, assistant to the general 
manager, who resigned because the 
board of governors would not take 
what he thought was effective ac- 
tion). The board of governors can- 
not escape responsibility for allowing 
the condition of affairs disclosed by 
the investigation to continue.’ 

The report goes on to say that the 


new chief executive of the CBC need 
not be a ‘specialist in finance or a 
specialist in publicity; he needs to be 
a person who can, if necessary, re- 
cruit specialists in all fields, weigh 
and consider their advice and their 
recommendations, direct their activi- 
ties, and in the last analysis accept 
responsibility for their actions. His 
education and experience should fit 
him to deal with public questions in 
a broad and imaginative way. He 
should have an enthusiasm for his 
country and its services, and recog- 
nize the contribution that broadcast- 
ing can make to our national life. 


Murray’s Record 


Major Murray has been g.m. of the 
CBC since it came into being on No- 
vember 2, 1936. Born in Maple 
Ridge, British Columbia, he attended 
McGill University in Montreal, was 
editor of the McGill daily, went on 
to Oxford, enlisted on Aug. 4, 1914, 
the day Britain declared war on Ger- 
many, went over to France with the 
King Edward Horse Regiment, trans- 
ferred to the RAF, won the Military 
Cross for his services as a bomber 
pilot. After the Armistice he joined 
Lord Beaverbrook’s London Daily 
Express, later joined the BBC as di- 
rector of public relations. When 
Viscount Bennett, then prime minis- 
ter of Canada, set up the CBC in 
1936, Murray was brought over 


The tabled report is not unanimous 








on the part of the Parliamentary 
committee, and there are certain 
members who insist that Major Mur- 
ray is a radio expert whose services 
are of excepiional value, and that to 
dispense with them would be highly 
unfortunate. The board of govern- 
ors is also coming in for strong cen- 
sure from the standpoint of routine 
laxness. The Canadian Legion has 
also rallied to the support of Mur- 
ray, maintaining that the inquiry has 
dealt solely with what is considered 
to be wrong in CBC management, 
and that very little of what can be 
said to its credit has been brought 
forward. The Canadian Legion state- 
ment says: ‘We would like to record 
our view that, on the whole, there 
has been a magnificent development 
in Canadian radio broadcasting from 
the listener’s point of view, under 
the present management.’ 


Meanwhile the private broadcasting 
interests in Canada are urging that 


an independent board of arbitration 
be set up, so that when cases arise 
wherein the private stations fee] that 
their interests are being neglected, or 
that the CBC is being afforded priv- 
ileges the private station do not have, 
an appeal may be made. As things 
are now, the CBC determines the 
rules and regulations under which 
private stations operate, while at the 
same time the CBC is a competitor 


of the private stations for commercial 
business. 








—_—_ 





The “local” advertiser is a man who is mighty careful about how he spends his 


advertising dollars. Nothing makes him see red on his balance sheet sooner 


than the wrong choice of advertising medium. That’s wy the preference 


of Boston advertisers for WEEI is so significant. 


To find out who likes whom best, we spent a typical week this spring with 
‘ 


our ear to the ground — listening every day to Boston radio from sign-on 


to sign-off. Then we totaled up the score. 


Of all local advertisers using one or more of the three major Boston stations - 


38% more chose WEEI than chose the other two stations combined. 


—57% used WEEI...29% used station B...33% used station C. Further- 


more, of the local advertisers who used one of these three stations exclusively — 


WEEI gets the lion’s share of Boston business because Boston advertisers 


complete details consult us or Radio Sales. 


COLUMBIA’S FRIENDLY VOICE 


' 


know that we have the lion’s share of the audience. For further and more 


WEEI 


IN BOSTON 





Operated by the Columbia Broadcasting System. Represented by Radio 


Sales: New York, Chicago, Los Angeles, St. Louis, San Francisco, Charlotte. 
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Let Radio Be the Immovable Object, 


If Petrillo Says 


Says Broadcasters Victory Council 


He’s Irresistible, 





The Broadcasters Victory Coun- 
cil. of which John Shepard, of the 
Yankee network is the leading per- 
sonage, led off its weekly bulletin 
from Washington dated July 21 with 
an attack upon James C. Petrillo’s 
policy against ‘canned music.’ The 
Victory Council declared: 


‘If there's such a thing as going 
too far—and nobody said there isn’t 
—the Broadcasters Victory Council 
thinks that this is one time a certain 
James C. Petrillo has batted a beauty 
over the left field fence and well out 
of the ball park. We refer, of 
course, to his transcription procla- 
mation whereby AFM’s 140,000 mu- 
sical members are forbidden to make 
ET’s or even ordinary records for 
radio broadcasts after Aug. 1. That, 
folks, includes more than just the 
juke-box boys...It means the broad- 
casters, too. 


‘In the first place, this whole thing 
has many unsavory aspects. It comes 
at a time when wellinigh every sta- 
tion in the country is putting the 
full weight of its watts behind the 
war effort. It seems to us both high 
and heavy-handed, and an open at- 
tempt to wring from the radio in- 
dustry every possible cent down to 
the iasi bent penny. It means de- 
priving the public of musical enter- 
tainment at the exact time when 
such relaxation is needed most. It’s 
unpatriotic, ill-timed, unnecessary, 
legally questionable, and no credit 
to organized labor. In short, we 
don’t like it. Any of us. 

‘Last week in Chicago the National 
Association of Broadcasters went 
firmly on record as against the new 
edict, asking at the same time that 
Petrillo reconsider his action ‘in the 
best interests of the war effort and 
the AFM.” That noise you heard was 
the BVC applauding. In this, we 
Stand solidly and stolidly behind 
N.A.B.’s officials, positive that unity 
of the industry is the only way we 
can meet and beard the problem. 


‘Council members of the BVC also 
gathered in Chicago last week (on 
July 16). They agreed that Sydney 
Kaye of BMI—who has handled NAB 
music matters for some time—should 
be notified that the BVC, on behalf 
of its member organizations, lines up 
beside the N.A.B. to bid AFM a de- 
termined ‘no’ on its latest foray. 


‘(The BVC, lest you’ve forgotten, 
comprises representatives of these 
groups—Clear Channel Broadcasting 
Service, National Independent Broad- 
casters, Network Affiliates, Inc., FM 
Broadcasters, Inc., and the N.A.B.). 


‘The next move, of course, is now 
up to the AFM chieftain. If he 
chooses to portray the unstoppable 
force, broadcasting must be 
immovable object. Net profit—a 
probable strike of station musicians 
throughout the nation, called by 
AFM. And that would be very bad 
for several obvious reasons. Fore- 
most is that now’s no time for fur- 
ther squabbles. The public and its 
government count upon radio to per- 
form certain vital assignments—ones 
that are important enough to rate 
broadcasting as an ‘essential’ indus- 





try Any lowering of program 
|caliber means a lowering of listener 
morale. 

‘We don't think that one man wants 
to carry on his shoulders the re- 
sponsibility of retarding the war 
effort.’ 


MAX WYLIE 
LEAVES B-S-H 





Max Wylie. production supervisor 
for Blackett-Sample-Hummert, Chi- 
cago, has resigned as of Aug. 15. 
His future plans are unknown. 

Before joining B-S-H nearly two 
years ago, Wylie was script editor of 
CBS in New York.” 

Chicago, July 28. 

Charles Hotchkiss, of Blackett- 
Sample - Hummert, Chicago, has 
been appointed head of the agency’s 
new department specializing in new 
program development and _ talent 
contact. 

It’s effective immediately. 





MARLIN BLADES ON WMAQ 
Chicago, July 28. 
Marlin Firearms, makers of Mar- 
lin blades, has ordered a series of 
39 one-minute transcribed announce- 
ments over WMAQ —. a 13-week 
period, beginning July 21. 
Craven & Hedrick handled the 
deal for the manufacturer. 





BUY READER’S DIGEST 
MATERIAL FOR RADIO 


Campbell's soup will sponsor a 
program using material from Read- 
er’s Digest mag in the 9-9:30 spot 
Sunday nights on CBS, starting 
Sept. 15. Ward Wheelock is the 
agency. 

Program is currently being set up. 


Smartie Kids on WSNY 


Schenectady, July 28. 

WSNY, Schenectady, N. Y., is pre- 
senting a half-hour youngsters’ quiz, 
‘The Book of Knowledge,’ with ques- 
tions taken from that encyclopedic 
tome. Program, on which five par- 
ticipants 16 or under compete, is pre- 
sented with the cooperation of the 
Grolier Society (publisher of ‘Book 
of Knowledge’ ). 

A copy of ‘The Book of Knowledge 
Annual’ is awarded to the contestant 
scoring highest total of points, and 
another to the listener sending in the 
best weekly question for discussion. 














Henry Morgan Heard 

Henry Morgan, whose ‘Here’s Mor- 
gan’ comedy program is heard night- 
ly on WOR, New York, made a half- 
hour audition record last week for 
Schenley distilling. Production was 
unsatisfactory and wili be rewaxed, 
however. 

No network or stations are set for 
such a show and no contract has 
been signed. 


Schacher’s Newscasts 
Chicago, July 28. 

WBBM now has Gerhard Schacher 
newscasting Sunday from 12:45 to l 
p. m. for Planters Nut and Chocolate 
Co., of Wilkes-Barre, Pa.. The same 
firm also sponsors Donald McGib- 
ney’s newscasts, 








San Antonio.—Amanda Brown has 
been added to the continuity staff of 
station KTSA. 





Howard Blake Explains His Plan; 
N.A.B. Tells Him It's Offside 





~ —- 


New York. 
Editor, ‘Variety’: 

Your July 22d story of United’s 
plan for rebroadcasting the big net- 
work shows in the daytime is appre- 
ciated but may cause considerable 
misunderstanding. 

We cannot and do not expect sta- 
tions to provide free time beyond 
June 30, 1943. We are trying to open 





the | 


;up a new field for station billing and 
ihave contracted to make an exhaus- 
tive survey after the first 13 weeks 
|} we are on the air to determine the 
results of this policy. We will then 
|negotiate entirely new agreements 
with stations and advertisers. 

We are not in the transcription 
business though our only source of 
income during the initial 39-week 
period will be from sub-contracting 
these transcriptions. We are in busi- 
ness to create station billing and if 
we can’t do that, we'll have to close 
shop. It is our belief and the belief 
of the many stations with whom we 














== 








WHICH NETWORK? 


..is the first (and only) to grant discounts up 


of - , ~os . . 
to 50%, 60%, 75% ...scaled according to size 


—— 


and number of markets covered (the more 


stations you use, the less each one costs). 


Take a 





peek at page 35 t 











have already signed, that we will 
succeed. 
UNITED BROADCASTING SYSTEM 


Howard Blake. 





N.A.B.’s Observations 
The weekly bufletin of the Na- 
tional Association of Broadcasters 
dated July 24, carries tl.2. following 
comment on the above project: 
‘Many member stations have 
called the attention of NAB to 
the communication received 
from Howard Blake, United 


Broadcasting System, 480 Lex- 
ington avenue, New York. The 
communication asks radio sta- 


tions to accept without charge 
some proposed transcriptions of 
top network commercial shows 
and to run them free for a pe- 
riod of 39 weeks. There is no 
indication in the letter that any 
definite arrangements have been 
made for any specific shows, but 
Jack Benny, Bob Hope, and 
Amos and Andy are suggested 
as the types. 

‘The lure which 
to the stations is that if they 
will run them for 39 weeks, 
United Broadcasting System will 
conduct a survey to ascertain 
the extent of the listening audi- 
ence and that this can then be 
used by the stations as a basis 
for securing subsequent com- 
mercial accounts. This is a flag- 
rant instance of a ‘for free.’ 

NAB has written Mr. Blake 
the following letter and sent with 
it the resolution adopted at 
Cleveland: ‘Please be advised 
that NAB member stations are 
not in the business of handling 
commercial business of any na- 
ture on a free basis. Over a pe- 
riod of many years radio has 
firmly established its position as 
an advertising medium which 
gives full value received to those 
who use it wisely and well. 
There is no longer need for any 
radio station to demonstrate to 
any advertiser its power as a 
medium for selling merchandise 
or commodities. 

‘For stations to. accept or do 
business upon the basis which 
you suggest is considered not 
only a bad business practice but 


is held out 





in violation of all of the ethics 
of advertising.’ 


See 
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BBC Shortwave to U.S.A. 
7 Ooo POP OFseseoeees 
WAVEBANDS FRIDAY, JULY 31 
Meters M/cs Callsign | 5:15 London Calling: Program An- 
31.32 9.58 GSC nouncements 
25.68 11.68 GRG/| 5:20 London Letter: Macdonald 
(All nightly Program Times are given Hastings 


in Eastern Wartime.) 


WEDNESDAY, JULY 29 


5:15 
5:30 
5:45 
5:55 
6:00 


London Calling 

Front Line Family: Episode 338 
News from London 

Music 

‘Workers’ Playtime.’ Entertain- 
tainment for factory workers 
by radio stars, from a factory 
somewhere in Britain 

War Review: “The War at Sea.’ 
Talk by Lt. Cmdr. Woodrooffe, 
R. N. 

Listening Post. 

6:45 News 

6:55 News Analysis: Patrick Lacey. 
7:00 Calling Newfoundland: London 
Studio Players 

News in French 

Canada Calls from London: 
‘Khaki Scrap Book’ 

Democracy Marches: 
Holt 

Musical Interlude _ 
London Calling and answers to 
listeners’ letters 

Britain Speaks 

Europe in Chains: A Son for 
Jugoslavia 

Headline News and Views 


6:30 


6:40 


William 


9:15 Royal Marines Chatham Band 

9:45 Front Line Family: Episode 338 
(Repeat) 

10:00 ‘Something Going On in Britain 
Now’ 

10:30 London Calling and Answers to 
listeners’ letters 

10:40 Daily Service 

10:45 News Bulletin 

10:55 Listening Post 

11:00 ‘Starlight’: Patricia Burke 

11:15 Britain Speaks (Repeat) 

11:30 Radio Newsreel 

12:00 Europe in Chains (Repeat) 
THURSDAY, JULY 30 

5:15 London Calling 

5:30 Front Line Family: Episode 339 

5:45 News from London 

5:55 Music 

6:00 ‘Hello Children’: British Par- 
ents’ Messages to Evacuees in 
the United States and Canada 

6:15 Music 

6:30 War Review—‘The Propaganda 
War’—Talk by Lindley Fraser 

6:40 Listening Post 

6:45 News 

6:55 News Analysis: Robert Fraser 

7:00 Calling the West Indies 

7:15 News in French 

7:30 Freedom Forum 

8:00 Women’s War 

8:10 Musical Interlude 

8:15 London Calling: Program An- 
nouncements and answers te 
listeners’ letters 

8:30 Britain Speaks: J. B. Priestley 

8:45 My Working Day: A Shipwright 

9:00 Headline News and Views, 
Lindley Fraser 

9:15 BBC Military Band 

9:45 Front Line Family: Episode 339 
(Repeat) 

10:00 Freedom Forum (Repeat) 

10:30 London Calling and Answers to 
listeners’ letters 

10:40 Daily Service 

10:45 News Bulletin 

10:55 Listening Post 

11:00 Fodens Motor Works Band 

11:15 Britain Speaks (Repeat) 

11:30 Radio Newsreel 

12:00 My Working Day (Repeat) 





5:30 Front Line Family: Episode 340 

5:45 Latest News from London 

5:55 Music 

6:00 ‘Let's Get Acquainted’—Pro- 
grant for AEF in Britain with 
Douglas Byng, Corporal Stan- 
ley Dale, RAF 


6:30 War Review: 


‘The War on 
Land.’ Talk by Capt. Cyril 
Falls 
6:40 Listening Post 


6:55 News Analysis: Patrick Lacey 
7:00 ‘And Now—Some Music’ 

7:15 News in French 

7:30 ‘Wings Abroad’: Weekly pro- 
gram for R.C.A.F. flyers in col- 
laboration with CBC 

Music 

Democracy Marches: ‘On Young 
Shoulders’ 

Musical Interlude 


London Calling and answers to 
listeners’ letters 


Britain Speaks: Wickham Steed 
‘World Affairs’ 


A Visit to The Lake District 


Headline News and Views: 
Lindley Fraser 

London Letter (Repeat) 

Music 

At Your Request 

Front Line Family: Episode 340 
(Repeat) 

10:00 The RAF Over West Africa 
10:30 London Calling and answers to 
listeners’ letters 

Daily Service 

News Bulletin 

Listening Post 

‘Starlight’ 

Britain Speaks (Repeat) 

Radio Newsreel 

Visit to Lake District (Repeat) 


7:45 
8:00 


8:10 
8:15 


8:30 


8:45 
9:00 


$:15 
9:25 
9:30 
9:45 


10:40 
10:45 
10:55 
11:00 
11:15 
11:30 
12:00 


SATURDAY, AUG. 1 


London Calling 

Dance Music 

Latest News from London 
Music 

Marching On 

War Review: ‘The War at Sea’ 
—Talk by H. C. Ferraby 
Listening Post 

News 

News Analysis: Patrick Lacey 
Calling the West Indies 

News in French 

Canada Calls from London: 
‘Gentlemen with Wings’ 
Weekly Visit to the American 
Eagle Club—Joe Loss’ Band 
Britain Speaks: Guest 

Musical Program 

Headline News and Views 
Democracy Marches: Talk 
London Calling (Advance 
Weekly Program Summary) 
‘The Voice of the Enemy’: 
Propaganda Review by W. A. 
Sinclair 

9:55 Musical Interlude 

‘Tommy Handley’s Half-Hour’ 
Comedy Show 

London Calling (Program Sum- 
mary ) 

Daily Service 

News Bulletin 

Our Music Lives—Norway 
Britain Speaks (Repeat) 
Radio Newsreel 


5:15 
5:30 
5:45 
5:55 
6:30 


6:40 





Musical Program (Repeat) 





—_—— 
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AFRA, ST. LOUIS 
WAXERS SIGN 


St. Louis, July 28. 

Two St. Louis recording compan- 
ies, the Premier Recording Co, and 
the Disco Company, the latter a re- 
cent organization, have signed with 
the local AFRA Chapter and will 
employ only AFRA members and 
abide by the AFRA code. This was 
announced by Nellie Booth, execu- 
tive secretary of the Chapter follow- 
ing the annual election which re- 
sulted in the reappointment of 
Wayne Short, KSD, as prez for the 
fourth consecutive year. Miss Booth, 
a charter member of the Chapter, 
also is starting her fourth successive 
term. Other officers elected are 
Robert Dunham, KMOX, first v.p., 
starting his second consecutive term; 
Sadie Gaines, recording sec, and 
Cliff Fiddick, serg’t-at-arms, 

The Board of Directors is now 
composed of Wayne Short, KSD; 
Robert Dunham, KMOX; Albert 
Metcalfe, KXOK; Don Cochran and 
John O’Hara, KWK, representing 
gabbers; Nellie Booth, Tommye 
Birch, Betty McGrew, John Daw- 
son and Bruce McFarlane, represent- 
ing actors; Jerry Bauer, Sadie 
Gaines, Bert Granville, Fred Bege- 
mann and Cliff Fiddick, representing 
singers. 

The Chapter has an active mem- 
bership of 160 with 35 others in 
the armed services keeping up their 
dues. The Chapter will not have 
another wage parley until December 
when the current contract with 
KMOX, the local CBS ou -et, will 
come up. 











Report From Miami 
ov 





Miami, July 28. 

Private Ray Vallem, formerly a 
salesman on staff of WIOD and local 
AFRA secretary, is now at Fort 
Bragg, North Carolina. 

Bob Caffey, formerly chief an- 
nouncer at WJHP, Jacksonville, has 
joined mike staff of WIOD. 

Additions to engineering staff of 
WIOD include Alfred Wilson and 
Joe Kirkland. 

Roy Verret, formeriy with KQV 
and WKAT, is newest member of 
WIOD program department. 

Margaret Duane, secretary to S. 
A. Vetter, commercial manager of 
WIOD is convalescing after serious 
operation. 

Johnny Bradshaw, former WQAM 
ennouncer, now in training at Max- 
well Field, Alabama. 

Russell Bennett, former chief 
engineer of WLOF in Orlando, now 
a member of WQAM engineering 
staff. 

Charles Batcheider, vet south 
Florida announcer, now with WDBO 
in Orlando, resigns this week to join 
Navy as a radioman. 

Elizabeth Rayfield, member of 
WQAM program department, out of 
hospital after minor operation. 

Phil Kelleher, WQAM announcer, 
to Detroit for vacation. 

WKAT will shift origination point 
of army technical command show 
‘Contact,’ from Carman Balfour 
theatre to Miami Beach Recreation 
Pier, 

Brad Ansley and Charles Dudley, 
of WIOD, were informed this week 
that they had been commissioned 
as ensigns in the U. S. Navy. 


WWDC’s First Hookup 


Washington, July 28. 

Station WWDC, local outlet of the 
new Atlantic Coast network, origi- 
nated its first broadcast to the hook- 
up last week. 

It was the speech by Secretary of 
State Cordell Hull and came direct 
from his office. 























Fine Slogans and 





A Foreign Language Monitoring Report 


WWRL, Woodside, 








If smart publicity would assure a stetion a glistening facade WWRL 
would be safe from any criticism. WWKL has bright slogans and plaus- 
ible statements of good intentions. It has ready to hand typed biogra- 
phies of its announcers. The alert publicist (Walter Kaner) is a letter- 
writer, a go-getter. All of which is fine for WWRL and a lot more than 
is typical of other lingual units. However, the publicity does not find 
much support in the foreign language program schedules. A monitoring 
of the latter reveals singularly little contribution by this Woodside, Long 
Island, transmitter to the cause of democracy save in the most routine off- 
the-elbow terms. The foreign services may have been scrubbed clean of 
any smears. But the station has done little or nothing in foreign lan- 
guages (although possibly a lot in English) to build a record for positive 
performance. Its negative freedom from offense may suffice for safety. 
It cannot suffice for true prestige. 

These questions are prompted after a week of monitoring the various 
languages on WWRL: 

1, Why'is there so little news given in foreign languages? (Spanish seems 
about the only exception.) 

2. Why does not the station present either speakers or programs in 
praise of democracy, notably in the German tongue? 

3. Why did WWRL drop nine hours of Italian altogether recently? 

Of announcements to buy war bonds there are many. Of other types of 
straightaway government request messages there is perhaps a fair quota. 
But the WWRL management does not conspicuously identify itself with 
democracy, it neither selects nor edits nor apparently encourages political 
or ideological discussions. If this statement is extreme, if there are ex- 
ceptions, they did not intrude themselves last week upon the notice of 
the monitoring ears of ‘Variety.’ 


OMISSIONS PROVE SOMETHING 


A radio station might, of course, reply to such generalizations by argu- 
ing that it is unfair to criticize not on a basis of what is broadcast but 
on a basis of what is not broadcast. And yet there is no easy answer to 
omissions that must seem significant either of disinterest, laziness, econ- 
omy, lack of imagination, or you-name-it. Nor are ‘naturalization’ les- 


War Supplies Realistic Thrills for Kids 


Twin City Broadcasters Express Novel Viewpoints in 
Answer to Dorothy Gordon’s Book 











Minneapolis, July 28. asserts Sheehan. ‘It’s one of the war 
There’s no dearth of children’s |developments. Youngsters naturally 
shows, Dorothy Gordon’s book ‘All|are interested in the military and 
Children Listen’ to the contrary, ac- | now, of course, more than ever. And 
cording to executives of WCCO and | what an improvement these shows 
KSTP, leading local chain stations | are over the former horror and thrill 





who put a different construction on 
developments and view the situation 
in another light. 

Children’s programs of today are 
those dealing with the war effort and 
the kiddies join adults to comprise 
these show’s listening audiences, it’s 
declared. The station heads feel this 
is as it should be and a healthier 
situation for the youngsters under all 
the circumstances. 

rograms in question are calcu- 
lated to inspire youthful as well as 
adult patriotism and sacrifice and are 
more interesting to the young folks 
today than most of the former shows 
created solely for juvenile appeal. 
Moreover, they serve a useful pur- 
pose, in the opinion of Al Sheehan, 
assistant general manager of WCCO, 
local CBS outlet. 

It’s a new concept of children air 
wave fare, Sheehan believes, and, 
under this interpretation, the fact is 
there are more and better children 
programs than ever. 

‘Many of these shows originate at 
army camps and the kids love them,’ 


JENNINGS INTO ARMY 


Edward Aleshire Succeeds Him as 
Kastor Radio Director 


Chicago, July 28. 
Robert Jennings, for several years 








is leaving to join the Army. Ed- 
ward Aleshire, who has been with 
the agency for some time as account 
executive, succeeds as manager of 
radio department. This isAhe second 
time that Aleshire becomes Kastor 
radio chief. He left Kastor agency 
previously to become one of three 
men organizing the former ‘Benton 
& Bowles-Chicago’ agency, now 
known as Sherman & Marquette. 

Ben Green, who has been radio 
publicity director for many years, 
has been advanced to the post of 
assistant manager of radio depart- 
ment, 


Repeat for Ed Allen 


Lynchburg, July 28. 
Edward A. Allen, president of Tri- 
Cities Network and of WLVA here, 





paign opening Oct. 19. 
Last year’s drive was first in 
Chest history tego over the top. 





CBM, Montreal, has been given 
the English version of ‘Big Sister, 
the Lever Bros. Rinso program, 2- 





2:15 p.m. 


radio director of the Kastor agency, | 








chosen for second year to head | 
Lynchburg’s Community Chest cam- | 


stuff,’ 

In all this connection, Stanley E. 
Hubbard, president of KSTP, one of 
the Twin City NBC outlets, points 
out what ‘a ticklish problem’ chil- 
dren programs always have been for 
radio stations with conflicting opin- 
ions of groups and individuals as to 
what juvenile shows were harmful 
and undesirable or vice versa and 
usually with much heat for all con- 
cerned. 











sons a complete proof of anything. Nearly all foreign language stations 
boast of this. It is too obvious, too familiar, too widely shared an activity 
to represent originality or zeal on the part of management. 

Foreign language radio station operators may still fancy themselves 
merely businessmen. They may feel (indeed some have been quoted as 
saying) that they have no concern with the social problems of the immi- 
grant classes whom they wish to exploit as consumers of advertised goods 
and service. Obviously any foreign language operator holding such views 
is uninformed of the gathering clouds of public and official opinion, There 
is much reason to think of WWRL as a clever operation. There may 
therefore be a lot of undertaking in course of preparation. At the moment, 
however, there’s no escaping the impression that what WWRL does and 
what WWRL says have not yet quite gotten together. 


CZECH PROGRAM GOOD 


Perhaps the best program heard on WWRL in terms of taste and dis- 
tinction was a Czech half hour on Wednesday at 9:30 p.m. Each week 
this is dedicated to some Czech hero or personage. The musical selections 
were especially high grade and the whole agreeable intermingling of 
music, songs, poems and well-prepared talks were sharply unlike the 
majority of the WWRL linguals. 

Nearly all the WWRL programs begin with a statement in the respective 
tongues that ‘It is in the public interest that the foreign speaking popula- 


tion get information in their own tongue.’ But the information dispensed 


is overwhelmingly commercial intelligence. This was the clocking on 
Henry Backs’ Sunday morning period in German: 


11:30-11:32—Ehmer Wursigeschaeft, four stores. 
Louis Dietrich, hair stylist. 
11:32-11:37—Bavarian Music. 
11:37-11:38—Hair stylist. 
11:38-11:41—Mazurka. 
Hair stylist. 
11:45-11:47—Kaessner, men’s outfitters. 
11:47-11:50—Music. 
11:50-11:51—Bathing suits, 
11:51-11:55—Walzer. , 
11:55-11-56—Luggage shon. 
11;56-11:58—Walzer. 
11:58-11:60—Henry Webel. 
11:58-11:60—Old rubber. 


This was about identical with a nighttime German period announced 
by Ralph Kisch which ran: record, jeweler; record, furniture; record, 
resort; record, jeweler; war bonds. One pro-democracy slogan was noted 
at another point in German, a clever message to buy bonds until ‘Hitler, 
Hirito and Benito are finito.’ 

The German sessions have a comedian character on behalf of Triangle 
Furniture who manages to inject some personality between the inter- 
minable turntablings of discs and readings of ads. On one of the scorch- 
ing days last week this funnyman recommended that his listeners sit 
around the house unpajamed and listen to his program while sipping a 
cool drink. Again he spoke of gas rationing, abolishing family motoring. 
‘Thus we are staying home more,’ he said, ‘enjoying our Triangle fur- 
niture more.’ 

To itemize the monitoring findings in Spanish, Greek, Lithuanian, Polish 
and Hungarian is simply to reprise five times the chorus already ren- 
dered. Culture, special events, speakers, discussions, ideas, entertainment 
other than phonograph records—they are blanks. 

In Yiddish the story is better. An American League for Democracy 
provided some thoughts as a changeover from a monotonous rotation of 
platters and bargains. ‘We must help America in every respect,’ said the 
Yiddish speaker. ‘All Jews must unite behind the leadership of the great 
democracies.’ Education, better understanding, tolerance, these are men- 
tioned. Also there is a heartfelt ‘God bensche (bless) America.’ 
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Says 


THANKS 


To: 


Personal Mgt.: PAUL KAPP 








BOB 


HANNON 


Jack Partington, Irving Lesser, Jesse Kaye, Arthur Knorr, Gae Foster, 
Paul Ash and the entire staff of the 


ROXY THEATRE 


for a happy engagement of 


29 CONSECUTIVE WEEKS 


—the longest run of any single stage artist in the 
history of this great theatre— 


Thanks Too—to 

















LARRY PUCK, HERB ROSENTHAL 
and all my other friends at MCA. 


NOW: TEXACO SUMMER SHOW 


CBS—SUNDAYS 


9:30-10:00 P. M. 
Booking: MCA ARTISTS, LTD. 
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Inside Stuff—Radio 


Charles A. Siepmann, Englishman-turned-American, has written an in- 
formative, readable, farsighted little booklet on ‘Radio in Wartime,’ which 
has just appeared as number 26 of the Oxford University Press’ series of 
10-centers under the general theme ‘America In a World at War.’ Siep- 
mann, who spent three years at Harvard after a decade with the British 
Broadcasting Corp., is now with the OWI. His point of view is always 
arresting because he combines experiencce and knowledge of broadcast- 
ing under the bureaucratic system in Britain and the business sponsorship 
system of America. Having a rather broader perspective in the use of radio 
internationally than would be probable in an American radio executive, 
a good part of his booklet recites the shortwave doings of the present 
time. While deploring excesses of escapism and merchandisers’ bad taste 
in copy, made more conspicuous by war, Siepmann does not overlook 
the value of sheer entertainment. 








A Pacific Coast radio announcer, known in the trade for his snide re- 
marks about the profesh that has returned him a five-figure income an- 
nually for the past five years, pulled another of his penny-pinching tac- 
tics that further slenderized his friendship list at a network station. 
Rounded up along with other barkers to help out on a last-minute cam- 
paign to put over the rubber drive, he demanded scale pay for his bit, 
although the others were happy to pitch in and felt well repaid after 
one of the net’s department heads took them out for a fancy feed and the 
libation that goes with it. His payoff amounted to around $8, but he 
pressed the point so vigorously that the station gave in and wrote him a 
check. When the head man suggested it would be a face-saving gesture 
to sign over the reader to one of the service relief funds he shrugged it 
off with ‘I’ve done enough for them.’ Not very likely he'll be called on 
again to lend his voice to a program tied in with the war effort. 

Neville Miller’s tenure of office as paid president of the National Asso- 
ciation of Broadcasters is again a matter of rumored deadlines. The 
latest deadline is about Sept. 15, with Miller then supposedly getting 
some sort of a cash adjustment on his contract. Miller weathered a pre- 
vious drive against him last spring and had no real trouble at the Cleve- 
land convention. Now the latest rumors of his retirement do not mention 
Chairman Fly of the FCC as the primary cause, but another trade issue 
of more direct war reference. 

Meanwhile the gathering clouds of another industry fight (A.F.M.) cur- 
rently engages the paid president’s attention and his leadership therein 
seems to contradict rumors of his being seriously jammed. Miller was 
interviewing possible public relations assistants for the N.A.B.’s fight with 
Petrillo over the weekend. 





Ad agencies are convinced that James C. Petrillo, American Federa- 
tion of Musicians prez, does not intend to make commercial transcrip- 
tions an exception to his ban on recording work as of July 31. In answer 
to queries on the subject Petrillo has merely referred the agencies to 
his letter of June 24 to record manufacturers in which he advised them 
of the forthcoming closure on musicians. 

Some agencies had figured that Petrillo was concerned solely with the 
class of record that was used over and over again and not with com- 
mercial transcriptions, which like network programs, were broadcast over 
a station but once. The agencies have taken Petrillo’s letters as a cue 
for expediting any transcription series okayed by clients so that the 
initial 13-weeks set will be on the pressing machines by July 31. 





Frank Ernest Hill’s new book, “Tune in For Education,’ is an account of 
*1l years of education by radio’ and appears under the imprint of the 
National Committee on Education by Radio, with a foreword by Arthur 
G. Crane. It will be a readable refresher to the knowledgeable, an in- 
troduction to perspective for the novice. Hill stresses the challenge of 
the cooperative set-ups, of which the Rocky Mountain Radio Council is 
the prime example. How, at the end of an uncertain wobbly experiment 
with many discouragements and difficulties this Council finally won a 
‘Variety’ plaque for ‘advancing the art of radio,’ is outlined in the latter 
chapters. 

Darragh Aldrich, novelist and WCCO, Minneapolis, daily commentator, 
is author of a book, ‘Story of John Deere, a Saga of American Industry,’ 
which she was commissioned to write by C. C. Webber, president of 
Deere-Webber Co., Minneapolis, and vice president of the Deere Co., 





Moline, Ill, farm machinery manufacturers. Book has been privately 
printed. 

The late John Deere was Webber’s grandfather, and the book is a 
tribute. 

With the addition of the ‘Dear Adolf’ series to his schedule, George F. 


Putnam is now on the air six times Sundays in various different capa- 


The BASIE 


















“The best yardstick for meas- 
uring our worth as radio station 
representatives is the steady prog- 
ress in the national field of every 
radio station we represent, 






“The average increase during 
1941 was 36.5% over 1940 in busi- 
ness contracted through our of- 
fice.” 


RADIO STATION REPRESENTATIVES 


| cities. He’s also in the unique position of staying in one studio while 
.networks are switched for him. 

Putnam’s Sunday schedule now includes announcing the ‘Adolf’ program 
and the regular broadcast and repeat of ‘The Parker Famijy’. He is m.c. 
of ‘The Army Hour’. In addition, he has two news stanzas. Since his 
11 p.m. news period follows immediately after his ‘Parker Family’ repeat 
on the Blue, he remains in the same studio and the networks are shifted 
for him. 





Catholic school trustees were duty bound to attempt to eliminate the 
‘filth that comes out of our radios with all kinds of soap chips and flakes,’ 
J. W. Burton told a Catholic school trustees convention in Saskatoon, 
Canada, recently, Burton said the trustees, as good Catholics, could exer- 
cise control over the motor car and the motion picture, the other disin- 
tegrating influences which had ended the isolation of rural life. But much 
of the good work of rural school teachers was being undone by ‘the trash 
dished up to us with the soap operas,’ he said. The radio was capable of 
doing good in a community, he said, and it was regrettable that parents 
were unable to exercise more control over this medium of education. 





Isabella King Beach, who conducted the ‘Through a Kitchen Window’ 
housewife show on WINS, New York, until recently, is now doing special 
Crisco commercials on the ‘Vic and Sade’ program for Procter & Gamble, 
on NBC and CBS. Her spiel is cut-in from New York, with the regular 
portion of the program originating in Chicago. Setup is somewhat similar 
to that of Martin Block, who does special blurbs for P. & G. on ‘Pepper 
Young’ in behalf of Camay, also on NBC and CBS. : 

‘Vic and Sade’ is handled by the Compton agency, while ‘Pepper Young’ 
is a Pedilar & Ryan show. . 





Warren Hall inadvertently broke the rule prohibiting mention of cur- 
rent weather conditions on radio broadcasts and was gently chided by his 
fellow ‘Vox Pop’ quizzer, Parks Johnson. It happened just before they 
signed off on CBS with employees of the Jones & Lamson Machine Tool 
Co., in Springfield, Vt. Johnson stated next broadcast would originate 
at Biloxi, Miss. Hull added he hoped it ‘would not be any hotter there 
than it is tonight in Springfield, Vermont.’ Johnson reprovingly inter- 
jected, ‘Warren, the weather,’ and said no more, 





Edward Ellis, veteran actor, now doing the narration and leads for 
the ‘Our Town’ dramatic interlude on the Camel Caravan program, last 
week squawked about his inability to project the hick town character in 
a studio with everyone duded up in evening gowns and dinner jackets. 
Nothing was done about it but cast thought, for a while, they’d have to 
work in Jeeier Lester regalia. 





James G. MacDonald resigned from the New York City Board of Edu- 
cation last week in order to concentrate wholly upon his task as a news 
commentator for the Blue network. He is the former U. S. High Com- 
missioner for Refugees at the League of Nations and a Hitler-hater from 
way back. 

The Blue has been grooming MacDonald as a commentator-with-back- 


Payroll Traffic 


New Haven.—Frank Ruetz an-, Meanwhile, Charlie Atchison, of an- 
nouncing at WELI since departure of | nouncing staff, filling in. 
Richard Carlson, Jr., for merchant 
marine, 











San Antonio— Amanda Brown is 
the latest addition to the continiity 
staff of station KTSA, replacing Burr 
Sullivan who enlisted. 





Pittsburgh—Betty Baker has been 
added to the WCAE program staff. 
She’s replacing Kay Conners, who 
will become the bride of Phil Davis, 
station’s continuity chief, on Aug. 4, 





St. Louis—C. Cabanne Link, pub- 
licity director at KMOX, now in a 
uniform at Jefferson Barracks Re- 
placement Center. Marguerite Moor- 
man, Link's sec., pinch hitting until 
successor is named. 

Charles Hartbauer, KMOX page 
boy, has joined the U. S. N. 





Manchester, N. H.—John J. Gaines, 
former advertising manager of the 
Athol (Mass.) Daily News, has 
joined the sales staff of WFEA, Man- 








Chester Gilligan, of Rensselaer Poly- 
technic Institute. 

De Forest Layton, Jr., formerly 
engineer at WTRY, married Mary 
Alice Demers, also of the staff, and 
then went to WHNY, Holyoke, Mass. 

Don Mathers, from WWNY, Water- 
town, and Fred Peach, from WBRK, 
Pittsfield, Mass., are new announcers 
at WTRY. 








Flint, Mich—Hugh Brennaman, | 
formerly principal and athletic coach | 
Mesick (Mich.) highschool and an- | 
nouncer at WTCM, Traverse City, | 
has joined the announcing staff of | 
WFDF, Flint. 


Schenectady—John Lindsay has 
joined the staff of WSNY, Schenec- | 
lady, N. Y., as announcer, writer 
and production man. He came from 
WEIM, Fitchburg, Mass. 





New Haven.—Dean Thueson, ex- 
WLLH, Lowell, Mass., joined WELI 
announcing staff in lieu of Dick Carl- 
son, who joined Merchant Marine. 
George Pethick summer-relief spiel- 
ing at WELI. 





Detroit—Janet Jenkins, secretary 
of Ty Tyson, WWJ sportscaster, now 
training with the WAAC in Des 
Moines, 

Myron Golden, continuity writer, 
now is with NBC in Chicago after 
seven years at WWJ, Detroit. 

Zack Hill, formerly of WJBK, has 
been added to the announcing staff of 
WWJ, Detroit. 





Chattancoga.—Tom Nobles, WDEF 
station manager and basebal! an- 
nouncer, reported via the draft July 
27 at nearby Fort Oglethorpe, Ga. 
Successor to calling Chattanooga 
Lookout games not announced. | 








chester. Seattle—Johnny Rivkin, formerly 
news editor at KRSC, is now in 
Troy, N. ¥.—Harold Strick, for-| officers training school at Miami 
merly chief engineer at WSBY, Rut- | Beach. 
land, Vt., is now on the staff of a 
WTRY. Another new engineer is Springfield, O.—-Dick Hunt of the 


WIZE sales staff in Springfield, O., 
will go to the Merchant Marine 
sometime early next month. Hunt 
has been handling the nightly quiz 
show, “The Grabbag.’ 

Southwestern Bell Telephone Co. 
is airing a‘series of 26 announce- 
ments over station WOAI, San An- 
tonio, to ask public to use phone 
only during special hours as a pa- 
triotic duty. 





COCA-COLA IS 
CONSIDERING 
BANDS 





Coca-Cola is considering sponsor- 
ship of a half-hour band show across 
the board on either Mutual, the Blue 
or CBS, somewhat similar in format 
to the ‘Spotlight Bands’ series it 
bankrolled last fall and winter on 
Mutual. Like the ‘Spotlight Bands’ 
program, it would be a Music Corp, 
of America package deal. 

Nothing is set on the deal, but the 
Blue network has offered the account 
the 9:30-10 spot Monday-through- 
Saturday nights. That would in- 
volve such programs as ‘America’s 
Town Meeting of the Air’ ahead a 
half-hour to 8:30-9:30 Thursday 
nights, the Dinah Shore show from 
its 9:30 spot Friday nights and the 
symphony concerts from 9-9:55 Sat- 
urday nights. 


D’Arcy is the agency for Coca- 
Cola. , 











Bill Rodgers 


Continued from page 7 





new contract with Rodgers read as 
follows: 

‘I am pleased to announce _ that 
William F. Rodgers and Loew’s, Inc, 
have concluded an agreement where. 
by his present contract as general 
manager of sales will be continued 
for an additional period of years. I 
hope and expect Mr. Rodgers will 
continue indefinitely with this organ- 
ization, with which he has been so 
successfully associated for over 18 
years.” 

Rodgers carries the title of vice- 
president of Loew’s. This was voted 
him last fall, shortly after he is said 
to have entertained plans to leave 
Metro and join United Artists as 
president. 

He is one of the industry’s most 
capable sales managers, enjoys a 
wide and enviable reputation, has 
fathered ‘the friendly company’ poli- 
cy of Metro’s and has been very ac- 
tive as a leader in connection with 
the trade practices code that petered 
out, and subsequently as chaiyman of 
the United Motion Picture Industry. 


Mayer, Lichtman East 
To Iron Out M-G Kinks 


Hollywood, July 28. 
Louis B. Mayer, Metro studio 
chief, headed a delegation eastward 


for home _ office conferences to 
straighten out kinks that exist be- 
tween the production and distribu- 
tion ends of the company. In the 


party were Al Lichtman, production 
exec; Howard Strickling, publicity 
head; Mickey Rooney, youthful star, 


and Les Peterson, of the flack de- 
partment. 
Before returning to Hollywood 


the group will stop in Washington 
on undisclosed Government business. 





Waterbury, Conn.—James Cipriano 
left WBRY announcing staff to join 
U. S. Signal Corps at Lexington, Ky. 




















WHICH NET 


...is the first (and only) to offer 


WORK ? 


coast-to- 


coast coverage at costs starting at: 


1 Half-Hour Evening. . . . . 
5 Quarter-Hours Daytime .. . 
3 Quarter-Hours Evening . . . 


Take a 





$3,745 
4,801 
6,626 


peek at page 35 } 
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ous averaging up, the results should 
be happier. : 

The songsmiths are basically agreed 
with this theory, and Lewis will 
then have to convey to the music 
publishers and songpluggers just what 
the OWI has in mind. 

Besides Lewis, confreres scheduled 
included Lt. Commander Charles B. 
Cranford of the Third Naval District; 
Capt. Charles E. Clapp, Jr., morale 
officer for Army Air Force; Con- 
gressman Sol Bloom of New York 
and chairman of the House Foreign 
Relations Committee; Congressman 
Charles Kramer of California; Ed- 
win L. Hughes, prez of the National 
Music Council; John G. Paine, 
ASCAP general manager; Merritt E. 
Tomkins, BMI general manager; and 
Walter Douglas, chairman of the 
Music Publishers’ Protective Assn. 





Whiteman’s Stunt 
Minneapolis, July 28. 

As a press agent stunt, when Paul 
Whiteman arrives here Aug. 7 for his 
Orpheum engagement, he’s going to 
hold a songwriters’ clinic to deter- 
mine if there’s anybody in this sec- 
tion who can provide a new war 
song for his publishing firm on a 
plane with ‘Over There.’ 

Whiteman, in announcing the 
‘clinic,’ points out that the present 
war hasn't produced a song yet with 
the latter’s sock. 





One Songwriter’s Opinion 
North Holiywood, Calif. 
Editor, ‘Variety’: 

In re your campaign against 
‘Tactless War Songs,’ being a vet- 
eran song writer of many years 
standing, I must make a few perti- 
nent observations. To begin with, 
the writer must first write songs 
with sock titles and enough punch in 
them to interest the artists who 
either broadcast or sing them in a 
theatre. 

Then, a music publisher who is 
wary of war songs, must also be 
sold. The publisher makes no bones 
about telling you that he wants a 
commercial song. It may be possi- 
ble that in his heart he is patriotic 
and concerned about stimulating 
morale, but he is a business man 
and wants something that will sell. 

Many leading songwriters have in- 
fluence in Washington, by personal 
contact and because of their prestige. 

Would you like to know that the 
bandleader, the broadcaster and re- 
cording artist is aloof and will tell 
you (as they have told me), ‘We 
don’t want any war songs, there is 
enough war talk on the air by com- 
mentators and the newspapers are 
chuckfull of it. We are not in- 
terested.’ 

I am using a song (which I did 
not write) as a point to illustrate. 
In fact, while the writer is a very 
g0od friend of mine, he does not 
know I am writing this letter. I re- 
fer to a song I heard on the March 
of Dimes program, selected by the 
discriminating Arch Oboler and 
dedicated to the President of the 
United States. This song is entitled, 
‘The Things We Love Will Live 
Again.’ If there ever was a song to 
come out of this war, which deli- 
cately told the story, it is this one. 

In my talk with this friend of 
mine, he complained, that because 
he was a small publisher, he could 
not get to first base with the song. 
He had received many letters of 
commendation from morale officers, 
yet nothing was done to make use 
of this song message. Here and 
there a spasmodic broadcaster had 
the foresight to see its value, and 
used it. 

After we write a song with the 
right kind of message, what shall we 
do with it? ‘You, Mr. Editor of 
‘Variety,’ certainly know that the 
great George M. Cohan gave his pal 
William Jerome the right to pub- 
lish ‘Over There.’ Billy Jerome did 
his best, but he had a small office, a 
skeleton staff and seemed to get no- 
where. It ts history to you, that the 
large music publishing house of Leo 
Feist, Inc., then bought the song, 
paid $10,000 for it and because of 
their unlimited finances, large staff 
and great facilities to exploit— 
‘Over There’ became a national hit. 

‘The Things We Love Will Live 
Again’ is only one of probably 100 
great songs that are crying for rec- 
ognition. The writer of this song 
told me that he was not interested 
in the profits derived therefrom. 
Knowing him as I do, I am sure he 
would gladly do what Irving Berlin 
has done, and give the proceeds to 
any war effort organization. 

_ The public decides. You are right 
in your next to closing paragraph, 
wherein you say, ‘Song hits are not 
easily picked,’ and in the final 
analysis the public decides, but how 











Tells Songwriters of War Need 


Continued from page 3 








is the public to get to hear them? 
How can they make their decision? 

In conclusion, how would you like 
to know that the recording com- 
panies and the broadcasters, time 
and time again back away from so 
called war songs with a message. 
And only until some large publish- 
ing house puts their efforts behind 
one of these songs, have records 
been forthcoming. 

Again you are right in your next 
to last paragraph, wherein you say 
that the morale planners are going 
to find many surprises when they 
delve into this question. 


Bernie Grossman. 





Georgie Price’s Findings 
New York. 
Editor, ‘Variety’: 

Selling the war to Americans, in 
the ranks and on the civilian front, 
is no small headache to the Office 
of War Information, if my personal 
findings are any criterion. I have 
noticed what ‘Variety’ has been writ- 
ing in the past few weeks, and if 
I’m reading correctly between the 
lines, it’s quite a problem all around. 

I know that in my travels, enter- 
taining at camps, etc., the soldiers 
don’t want any war or patriotic 
songs. They want the old favorites 





GM’S OBOLER PIC FOR 
OWN WORKERS ONLY 


General Motors, with 250,000 em- 
ployees in 90 plants scattered around 
40 cities, is shooting a feature-length 
film of Arch Oboler’s prize-winning 
radio script, ‘This Precious Freedom,’ 
as part of a recent campaign to keep 
employees aware of the reasons be- 
hind this war. Oboler is directing, 
Claude Rains is doing the lead and 
production is on the General Serv- 
ice Studios lot in Hollywood. 

Film is for GM employees and 
their families only, not for general 
release. Showings are to be in GM 
plants or in theatres rented for 
private showings. This is the second 
GM patriotic themer for employee 
consumption. First was ‘America 
Can Give It’ with a cast lieaded by 
Walter Huston, Quentin Reynolds 
and Lowell Thomas, 





and the gang songs. The only ex- 
ception is a tune kidding the war, 
such as my parody on ‘I Said No’ 
(when the medical officer examines 
the draftee) but they don’t want to 
be reminded of the war, in song— 
at least until some rousing, stirring 
song such as an ‘Over There’ comes 
along. 
Georgie Price. 
cisieeemaiad 
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Steele of U.S.A. Has to Improvise 
Own Radio Production in Chile 





Santiago, Chile, July 16. 

Coincidental with the arrival of 
William J. Steele from New York, 
the Sydney Ross Co. of Chile, 
launched a heavy and diversified 
radio advertising campaign in their 
allout effort to wrest control of the 
drug market from the German I. G. 


Farben Industries, represented here 
by Quimica Bayer. Principal pro- 
duct being plugged by Sydney Ross 
is Mejoral, new analgesic. 

Two soap operas, ‘El Juicio Final’ 
(Judgment Day) written by Gustavo 
Campana, Chile’s humorous writer 
and aired over Radio Sociedad Na- 
cional de Agricultura, and a radio 
serial version of ‘Don Quixote de la 
Mancha’ over Radio La Cooperativa 
Vitalicia, have attracted special at- 
tention. Limited and antiquated 
radio station equipment has forced 
Steele to employ many of the tricks 
used in the early days of U. S. A. 
radio broadcasting in order to 
achieve modern production effects. 
Actors speaking across the strings 
of a grand piano as a substitute for 





Hei been like that ever since he dau 








an echo chamber, and into drinking 
glasses to create the illusion of a 
filter mike are startling innovations 
in Chilean radio. 

Another Sydney Ross show that 
has got the Chilean ear is the se- 
lection and presentation of amateurs 
under program title “Yo tengo que 
triumfar.’ Jose Bohr, South Ameri- 
can film star conducts the show. 
Last week’s Radio hit....among his 
amateurs Bohr presented Arturo 
Godoy. 


WCCO’s New ‘Librarian’ 


Minneapolis, July 28. 

Ruth Raleigh has come here from 
Renwick, Ia., to become secretary to 
W. E. Forbes, new WCCO general 
manager. An innovation in the lat- 
ter’s office is the establishment of a 
station library with Miss Raleigh as 
librarian. 

A collection of books on radio, 
salesmanship, music and originals 
written by CBS personalities are 
loaned out to staff members. 








THE NEW MUTUAL RATE CARD! 















































: Whether or not your heart’s in the Highlands, you'll be mightily pleased at the way the New 


Mutual Rate Card meets your needs and your budget... offering you dominant stations, in 


the important U.S. markets, at the lowest cost in network radio. 
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HERE'S HOW THE NEW RATE STRUCTURE WORKS: 


Minimum network for volume discounts is 56 stations instead of 80. 
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Maximum discounts for each market group range up to 50%, 60%, % 


The more stations you use, the less each one costs. 
All stations are classified in one of three market-size groups. 
Discounts are based on number and size of markets covered. 


Individual selection of all supplementaries is available. 


Typical weekly costs, at 52-week rates: 
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56 STATIONS 106 STATIONS 204 STATIONS 
ONE HALF-HOUR EVENING $3,745 $4,204 $ 6,015 
FIVE QUARTER-HOURS DAYTIME 4,801 5,509 9,125 
THREE QUARTER-HOURS EVENING 6,626 7403 10,950 
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Get acquainted now with Mutual’s new passport to profit... Rate Card No. 10. 
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Lily Pons Stadium 


Concert Draws 


Sell-Out Crowd But Fails to Impress 


Lewisohn Stadium Concerts, N. Y., 
past week had Lily Pons and her 
husband, Andre Kostelanetz, before 
a completely sold-out stadium of 
more than 16,000 persons. Kostela- 
netz presented two new _ works, 
‘Canons for Dorothy Thompson’ and 
‘The Mayor LaGuardia Waltzes,’ 
composed by Virgil Thomson, music 
editor of the Tribune. 

The latter works had little to rec- 
ommend them. There was little but 
empty bombast in the Thompson 
work, and while parts of the ‘La- 
Guardia Waltzes’ were cleverly or- 
chestrated and showed originality of 
expression, neither warranted a sec- 
ond hearing. Miss Pons was in bad 
voice generally. She was off pitch 
much of the evening and on one oc- 
casion jumped the end of a selection 
from the called-for high ‘E’ to an 
‘F.” Her trill is practically non- 
existent any more, nor is the staccati 
work as clear as it used to be. The 
singer seems badly in need of a rest. 
Her husband conducted works of 
Shubert and Tschaikowsky with 
abundant feeling and warmth. 

Tuesday (21) and Wednesday (22) 
Efrem Kurtz directed straight or- 
chestral programs featuring works 
of Weber, Schumann, Cooley, Elwell, 
Mendelssohn, Gounod, Berlioz, Bar- 
ber, Harline and Tschaikowsky. The 
conductor was in the vein and played 
all the works with careful but fiery 
brilliance, making the most of new 
compositions, and revitalizing old 
works. 

Barlow’s Nice Impression 

On Saturday (25) Howard Bar- 
low, for the past 15 years head con- 
ductor at CBS, made his N. Y. con- 
cert bow at Lewisohn Stadium in an 
all-Beethoven concert. The con- 
ductor established himself as a 
thorough and sincere musician, di- 
recting both the ‘Leanore No. 3 
Overture’ and the Sixth Symphony 
with abundant passion and adequate 
regard for the melodic line. Ania 
Dorfmann appeared as soloist in the 
piano concerto in C major and 
played with a warm rich tone and 
exquisite feeling. 

On Sunday (26) Barlow directed 
the Mozart Symphony No. 40 and 
Shubert’s Second Symphony. Again 
the conductor made a decided im- 
pression in this music of the classic 
or romantic school and won an ova- 
tion from the small audience for his 
interpretive abilities. 


ROBERT LAWRENCE ALSO 
TRIB’S DANCE CRITIC 


Robert Lawrence, assistant music 
critic of the N. Y. Herald Tribune, 
has been appointed dance critic, 
succeeding Walter Terry, who has 
joined the army. Lawrence will con- 
tinue as assistant music critic at the 
same time. 

On Aug. 4 and Aug. 10 Lawrence 
will conduct Goldman’s “band at 
Prospect and Central Park, respec- 
tively, in Borodin’ Second Symphony 
and a Berlioz overture. Several other 
summer dates are pending, and Law- 
rence has signed a managerial con- 
tract with Arthur Judson of Colum- 
bia Concerts. 











Dorothy Kirsten In 
Extraordinary Ascert 





Dorothy Kirsten, 24-year-old lyric 
Soprano, unknown a year ago, has 
climbed almost to the top in one of 
the rapidest advances made by any 
young years. Since her 
appearances with the Chicago Opera 
Co. last fall and with the San Carlo 
in N. Y. she has made appearances 
on the Prudential and Telephone 
Hours on the air as guest artist and 
the first two weeks of August will 
sing with the San Carlo again this 
time at the Watergate, Washington, 
in ‘Carmen,’ ‘Faust,’ and ‘Pagliacci.’ 

The soprano has a return date on 
the Prudential hour Aug. 16, and on 
Aug. 24 she will appear in a revival 
of ‘The Merry Widow’ in Milburn, 
N. J. for two weeks. Her concert 
tour under NCAc has already more 
than 15 dates for October when she 
will return to the Chicago Opera 
Co. for her third season. 

The Metropolitan is giving her 
Serious consideration for this season 
and she will be recorded by Victor 
before the end of this month in a 
series of operatic arias. 


singer in 





‘Cinderella’ Swarthout 





The life of Gladys Swarthout 
entitled ‘A Song for Cinderella’ 
will be published on or about 
Christmas by Dodd-Meade. The 
book is being written by Julian 
Seaman, music editor of Cue 
Magazine. 

Story will contain some fiction 
and will carry the story of the 
mezzo’s life to the time she 
joined the Met in 1929. It also 
includes her meeting and mar- 
riage to Frank Chapman, bari- 
tone. 


GEN. MITCHELL'S 
SIS TO LECTURE 


Ruth Mitchell, red-headed sister of 
the late General ‘Billy’ Mitchell, set 
for lecture tour starting after Labor 
Day. 

W. Colston Leigh doing the book- 
ing and managing. 


HERBERT JANSSEN 
OFF TO ARGENTINA 


Herbert Janssen, Met Wagnerian 
baritone, flew from Miami last week 
for Buenos Aires, where he will ap- 
pear in 10 performances of opera 
there and in Rio. He returns Nov. 
7 to the U. S. 

Janssen received his Met contract 
just before leaving on his plane for 
Miami, the contract calling for 10 
performances for next season. 


lturbi’s Most Extended 
Work Is Completed 


Jose Iturbi, pianist and conductc ;, 
is now branching out in the field of 
composition. He has just completed 
his most pretentious work, a fantasy 
for piano and orchestra. 

Work will be debuted the last week 
in August at the Hollywood Bowl, 
with the symphony orchestra direct- 
ed by Iturbi and the composer’s sis- 
ter, Amparo Navarro, at the piano. 


























Work is about 25 minutes in length. 
KNIGHT AS PINCH-HITTER 
Bartlett Did Not Know Special 


Version of ‘Mignon’ 
Cincinnati, July 28. 
A further mixup in casting of the 
Cincinnati Opera company on ‘Mig- 
non’ has dropped Michael Bartlett as 
the tenor and Felix Knight substi- 
tuted. It seems that Bartlett did not 
know the particular version of the 
opera with the recitatives and felt he 
did not have the time to learn them, 
and so the company had to give the 
opera yesterday (Tuesday) with 
Knight. 
Balance of the cast included Rise 
Stevens, Nicolas Moscona and Jean 





|of Fausto Cleva. 
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WASHINGTON ROSTER 
FOR GALLO’S SEASON 


Washington, July 28. 
Fortune Gallo’s Opera season at 
the Watergate here opens Aug. 7 
with ‘Carmen’ with Coe Glade, 


Dorothy Kirsten, Sidney Rayner and 
Mostyn Thomas. Other operas will 
be ‘Aida,’ ‘Trovatore,’ ‘Faust,’ ‘Pag- 
liacci’ and ‘Cavalleria Rusticana,’ 
‘Rigoletto’ and ‘Barber of Seville.’ 

Personnel includes among the 
sopranos Mobley Lushanya, Dorothy 
Kirsten, Grace Panvini, Virginia 
MacWatters, “helma Jerguson and 
Mary Belle. 

Contraltos are Coe Glade, Anna 
Kaskas, Eleanor Knapp and Ruth 
Clarson, baritones are Moystn 
Thomas, Carlo Morelli, Mario Valle, 
Ivan Petroff and Stefan Kozakevich; 
bassos include Harold Kravitt, Ralph 
Herbert and Fausto Bozza, while 
tenors are Arnoldo Lindi, Sidney 
Rayner, Eugene Conley and Felix 
Knight. Conductors are Angelo 
Canarutto and Laszlo Hajasz. 

A new version of ‘The Barber of 
Seville’ will be given in English 
minus the usual recitatives with 
Halasz conducting. 


Lauritz Melchior Goes 
To Mexico City First; 
Then to Rio and B. A. 


Beverly Hills, July 28. 

Lauritz Melchior leaves Aug. 8 
for Mexico City, where he will give 
a concert on the first leg of a con- 
cert and opera tour this summer, 
Melchior’s stops on his way to Rio 
and Buenos Aires include concerts in 
San Jose, Costa Rica; Balboa, Pana- 
ma; Bogota, Colombia; Lima, Peru; 
Santiago, Chile; Montevideo, Uru- 
guay. 

The tenor will give 10 perform- 
ances of ‘Parsifal,’ ‘Lohengrin’ and 
‘Tannhauser’ at the Colon, B. A. 
as well as a recital. He then pro- 
ceeds to Rio for opera, each of his 











concert and opera appearances be- 


ing $1,000 each, and returns to the 
U. S. in September. He opens a fall 
tour of 20 dates, some with Astrid 
Varnay, Oct. 12 in Toledo, besides 
appearing with the Chicago Opera 
Co. Melchior then returns to the 
Met for his 16th consecutive season 
as leading Wagnerian tenor, 


‘Beggar Student’ Given 


‘The Beggar Student,’ opera by 
Carl Milleocker which has not been 
heard in N. Y. for over a quarter 
century, will be revived by Gustave 
Kotanyi and presented at the Cosmo- 
politan Opera House, N. Y., Aug. 21 
and 22. Action of the opera is laid 
in 1704 when the Germars and Poles 
were battling. 

Margit Bokor, Mario Berini, The- 
resa Garson, Ralph Herbert and John 
Garris will be in the cast with a 
symphony orchestra directed by Rob- 
ert Stolz. Admission is scaled from 
50c to $2. 


‘LAKME’ TO OPEN CHI OPERA 
Chicago, July 28. 
While no definite announcement 
has been made, it is probable that 
the Chicago Opera Co, will open its 
season with ‘Lakme,’ starring Lily 
Pons 
Others in the cast will be either 











|Giovanni Martinelli or Raoul Jobin 
| Dickenson, under the conductorship |as the tenor and Alexander Kipnis 


| as the bass. 





Concerts in Cathedral of Mexico 





Mexico City, Juwy-~ 28... 

A series of Sunday concerts in 
the Cathedral of Mexico, built 300 
years ago and one of the most fa- 
mous churches in Christendom, is 
being presented by outstanding 
Mexican and foreign artists to raise 
funds for reconditioning of this 
place of worship. 

Jose Yves Limantour, son of a 
former Mexican finance minister; 
Josef Smilovits amd Sandor Roth 
are among the artists in these con- 
certs of sacred music that are pre- 
sented at a top of $5 (Mex)—$1.65. 

This is the first time that like 
concerts have been presented in the 





cathedral. 


Admission $5 (Mex) for Sacred Music—Funds to 
Complete Edifice’s Remodelling 





we 





‘TRAPPER CALL’ PREMIER 
VIA TRIBUNE AUG. 1 


Chicago, July 28. 
‘Trapper Call,’ new operetta based 
on the transfer of upper Louisiana 
to the United States, is slated for its 
world premiere on WGN and the 
Mutual network, from 8 to 9 p.m., 





CWT, Aug. 1. 
Opera won hc#orable mention in 
Great American Operetta Quest 


held last winter. Marion Claire and 
Thomas L. Thomas will sing leads. 
Robert J. McCormick. Chicago Trib- 
une publisher, will speak. 





US. Dramatists Overlooking Lush S.A. 
Field; Foreign Translations in Majority 





By RAY JOSEPHS 


Buenos Aires, July 20. 

South America, potential theatre 
market second only to Broadway 
and London’s West End, has been 
badly muffed by U. S. playwrights 
and agents during the past 10 years. 
Latin-Americans, who in_ recent 
years have voluntarily tried to 
switch from Europe to the U. S. 
for translatable works, have been 
slapped down again and again and 
even today, despite efforts by vari- 


ous groups, find much more coop- 
eration from the Axis, particularly 
Vichy, France, it’s asserted. 

High percentage of plays produced 
in B.A., Rio de Janeiro, Santiago, 
Chile, and other capitals are transla- 
tions. Checkups running back over 
playbills of the past 20 years show 
that there have been at least 30 of 
European origin—not counting Eng- 
lish—to every one from the States. 


Situation Improved 


In the last few months situation 
has improved somewhat, but totali- 
tarian plays are still at the top of 
the list and U. S. at the bottom. 
One of the most important reasons 
for this, in the opinion of experts 
here, is the lack of representation 
for U. S. writers, agents and socie- 
ties. Pointed out that automobile, 
radio and toothpaste manufacturers 
have offices or agents familiar with 
the territory and active, but, se far 
as the theatre is concerned, it’s all 
long-distance. If an Argentine 
translator, for example, wants an 
American comedy, he has to look for 
it in one of the few bookstores spe- 
cializing in English books, and usu- 
ally it is not available. If he finds 
a play he wants the book may or 
may not state to whom he should 
apply for professional rights, U. S. 
publications assuming somehow that 
only amateurs could be interested. 


Application for permission § to 
make a translation often results in 
no answer at all, local American 
correspondents having. been fre- 
quently approached by local writers 
asking for aid in at least getting 
answers to their letters. When an- 
swers come, they usually demand 
conditions impossible for the South 
American market. Result is that 
honest translators have often turned 
in disgust to Europe, while the less 
scrupulous even waive the formal- 
ity of application for okay. 


Axis Agent on Spot 


Situation regarding Axis plays is 
entirely different. Jose Giacompol, 
Axis agent, who is on the official 
U. S. Proclaimed List, is empowered 
by the Societe des Gens de Lettres 
de Paris and the Societa Italiana 
Autori e Editori de Roma, to act 
for all members. Can supply plays, 
arrange contracts and take legal ac- 
tion against any unauthorized use of 
properties of any Axis dramatists. 
Germans and Hungarians also have 
similar agents on hand. 


Until recently German and French 
books were also translated far more 
frequently than American, but U. S. 
translations now head the lists of 
every important publisher in South 
America. 

Lawrence Smith, local rep for 
Noel Coward, Somerset Maugham, J. 
M. Barrie and other English writers, 
and a number of U. S. authors, in- 
cluding Erskine Caldwell and John 
Steinbeck, says, for example, that 
he could set 10 Broadway shows for 
B. A. production. . Cash return 
would naturally not be as great, it’s 


explained, but revenue would be 
additional. Just as the U. S. film 
companies have found market 


worthwhile, after developed, so can 
the legit theatre field be built up. 


Formula, 


Survey disclosed following sug- 
gestions: 


1, Get rid of idea that plays can 
be sold te South America by waiting 
for customers to call on agents in 
Manhattan. Study of the market, 
local talent, etc., and deals on the 
spot are necessary. 


2. Send down plays published and 
unpublished, old and new. Many 
Broadway successes of past years 
wouid be welcomed here. Example 
is the current success of ‘Sixteen,’ 
which was dug up as a vehicle for 
a local player. Another current hit 
here is ‘There’s Always Juliet,’ 





picked for actress Eva Franco. Even 
plays that have flopped in the States 
may have appeal for Latin audi- 
ences. 

3. Go after play pirates at the 
same time legitimate material is of- 
fered. And make certain that trans. 
lations are done carefully and ef- 
fectively. Badly pirated stuff has 
not only cheated writers, but dam- 
aged their prestige. 

4. Make it as easy as possible for 
U. S. works to be put on here. 

Explained that just as important 
as the cash revenue is the fact that 
every good U. S. play put on in 
South America serves as a power- 
ful vehicle for promoting better re- 
lations. In many cases even more 
effectively than films, since the plays 
are in Spanish or Portuguese and 
hence better understood. Also, since 
they are acted by local artists, this 
gives them an audience appeal which 
even the best Hollywood produc- 
tion cannot achieve. 


PINZA ‘DOUBTS 
BEING ERASED 


Ezio Pinza has made decided 
strides in his ‘comeback’ since his 
release by the Government after sev- 
eral months of questioning. Pinza 
had many concerts on the NCAC 
books cancelled for next season by 
managers who feared a ‘Fascist’ taint 
and while most of thesc still remain 
cancelled, the bass is picking up 
dates rapidly in the operatic field. 

In Montreal from Sept. 15 to 23 he 
will sing in ‘Faust,’ and ‘Don Gio- 
vanni,’ then he proceeds to San 
Francisco for that opera season, then 
to Chicago and finally to the Met 
where he has been principal bass 
since 1926. Since his release Pinza 
has appeared in several! Government 


radio programs sponsoring the sale 
of War Bonds. 


Artur Schnabel Cuts For 
Victor, First Discs He’s 


Made Outside England 











Chicago, July 28. 

Artur Schnabel, European pianist 
who recently appeared here as guest 
soloist at Ravinia Park, last week 
made the first recordings of his 
career outside of England, Beetho- 
ven’s Concerto Nos. 4 and 5, with 
the Chicago Symphony Orchestra 
directed by Frederick Stock, at 
Orchestra Hall for RCA Victor Red 
Seal records. 

Schnabel cancelled a trip to New 
Mexico to make these recordings. In 
England, the virtuoso has recorded 
all the Beethoven concerto, sonatas 
and most of his other important 
piano works. Present recording ses- 
sion lasted for three hours, these 
dises replacing others made twelve 
years ago by the pianist. 


HERTHA GLATZ AVOIDS 
POSSIBLE U. S. REDTAPE 


Hertha Glatz, mezzo-soprano, has 
cancelled a proposed South Amer!- 
can opera tour which was scheduled 
to start July 24 due to fear of not 
being able to return to the U. S. 
Singer is an Austrian by birth and 
feared that she might be held up 
on return visa to the U. S. long 
enough to kill her fall bookings. 

She was scheduled to sing ‘Car- 
men,’ ‘Trovatore,’ ‘Aida,’ ‘Butterfly 
and ‘Mignon’ in Rio and Buenos 
Aires. Singer is taking the summer 
off and left Sunday (26) for Sante 
Fe, New Mexico, for a vacation. 








Rio Presents ‘Maria Tudor’ 
With Greco in August 


Rio de Janeiro, July 28. 
The Teatro Municipale opens its 
season here the end of the first week 
of August presenting Carlos Gomez’ 
Opera, ‘Maria Tudor.’ 
Norina Greco, Met lyric soprano, 
will sing the title role. 
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- Petrillo’s Open Letter in ‘Variety’ 





(Published as a paid advertisement in the 36th Anniversary Number, 
dated Jan. 7, 1942, to which Elmer Davis refers.) 


New 
To the President 


York, N. ¥., December 27, 1941. 


and the People of the United States: 


In the face of the present world 


crisis it seems somewhat naive if 


not altogether out of place, to extend the Federation’s wishes to its 
members and friends for ‘a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.’ 


With the determination, however, 


that this holiday custom, as well 


as all other facets of the American way of life shall not perish the 
Federation does take this opportunity to wish its members and friends 
well, to express the earnest hope that God will give them strength to 
carry on through the trying days ahead. 

But more important than mere sentiment is the Federation’s deter- 
minantion to face its new responsibilities to the country which made 


its existence and its growth possible. 


Each and every member of the 


Federation and its officers pledge themselves on this occasion to do 


everything possible to aid in the fight for freedom 


every weapon at their command. 


... to fight with 


In this fight we realize that morale plays a most important part. 
And in the building of morale the Federation and its members can 


and will do its share. 
of the finest media for maintaining 
ness, the profession, the very life 
members is music. 


For music has always been and is today one 


high public morale and the busi- 
work of the Federation and its 


To this new slogan, this new theme for the new year, then, the 


Federation dedicates itself: 
Music for Morale. 


Sincerely, 
American Federation of Musicians, 


(Signed) James C. Petrillo 


President. 

















paid ad in ‘Variety’ of Jan. 7, 1942, 
which is reproduced above. 

Davis bluntly told Petrillo in a 
letter sent today (Tuesday) that the 
prospect of court fights, a rash of 
strikes against radio stations, the 
curtailment of the normal enter- 
tainment supply of small stations 
would seriously hamper, embarrass 
and unnecessarily complicate the 
whole informational modus. op- 
erandi of American broadcasting. 
Davis requested that Petrillo put his 
fight against ‘canned music’ in 
camphor until after the war. 

This development was considered 
here as putting Petrillo’s patriot- 
ism to a test that Petrillo will have 
to meet or seem in opposition to the 
Uniied States Government. 

Meantime the Federal Communi- 
cations Commission is separtely in- 
terested as a result of the whole 
episode in an amendment to the 
Communications Act that will pro- 
tect uninterrupted broadcasting, dur- 
ing the war, from strikes. The 
IBEW (Electricians) “shutaown © of 
KMOX, St. Louis, recently is the 
type of clash the FCC frowns upon 
for the duration, and perhaps at 
any time. 

What encourages the rumors of a 
stalemate or the eventual movement 
into an area of agreement is the fact 
that Congress is in a state of ani- 
mated suspension preventing any 
strengthening of the anti-trust laws, 
which some lawyers assert lack the 
teeth needed to proceed effectively 
against labor unions. There was the 
divided Supreme Court opinions in 
the Teamsters Union case to make 
the Musicians feel they are standing 
behind solid legal entrenchments. 

On the other hand the Federal 
Communications Commission and 
Chairman James Lawrence Fly are 
believed to have been inspired by 
an overwhelming avalanche of edi- 
torial opinion averse to the wnion, 
and the demand of Senator Vanden- 
berg of Michigan that something be 
done about this public clamor for 
some curbing of the Petrillo powers. 


Those who speak for the musicians 
here claim that they have never had 
newspaper support in their aspira- 
tions and ideals, although they have 
contributed more to the war effort 
than any other organized workers. 
They are particularly bitter against 
the Army and Navy officers who 
persistently violate Section 35 of the 
National Defense Act of 1916, which 
Specifically prohibits musicians in 
uniform from competing with civil- 
ian arts, trades and professions. The 
All-Star baseball game at Cleveland 
and the Pepsi-Cola canteen squabble 
in New York are cited as particular 
instances where the military sought 
to skate around the law, and then 
blamed the Petrillo organization 
when it lived up to the letter of the 
statute. 

' Congress is’ operating under a! 





Fimer Davis Plea to Petrillo | 


Continued from page 1 








three day suspension rule which 
halts any new legislation that would 
be controversial. Those friendly to 
labor are eager to avoid making the 
Musicians’ difficulty a flaming issue 
with November elections imminent. 
Those that the unions call ‘labor 
baiters’ are right now quiescent in 
the dispute, with no disposition to 
arouse what could be a sturdy and 
vigorous opposition. 


Labor Politics? 
There are believed to be political 


implications back of the Petrillo de- 
cision to crack down on the juke 
boxes and the transcription busi- 
ness. Some 400 small radio siations 
depend upon their discs for music 
and are avowed foes of organized 
labor. When the nation-wide de- 
mand for repeal of the 40 hour week 
originated in Oklahoma, some of 
these small broadcasting studios 
were generous in allotting time to 
those who spoke for a curb on labor, 
Labor leaders say they were help- 
less in trying to get time to combat 
this propaganda. 

The fact that both the Attorney- 
General and the head of the FCC 
moved simultaneously against the 
Petrillo organization is assumed to 
carry the endorsement of the ad- 
ministration. New Dealers vigor- 
ously deny this. They assert that 
the strongest opposition against bul- 
warking anti-trust laws comes, not 
from labor organizations but from 
business groups, who are ired at 
Thurman Arnold’s policy which they 
describe as harassment. The admin- 
istration is satisfied to let the courts 
decide the battle of the discs. Much 
anti-trust prosecution has been sus- 


pended by the Department of Justice | 


at the request of the Army and 
Navy and the War Production 
Board, as a possible hindrance to 
the war effort. 

The talk of compromise is  pre- 
dicated upon a belief that the Na- 
tional Association of Broadcasters 
will be ready to make concessions to 
assure peace; but around the offices 
of the FCC where radio leaders filter 
in and out daily the general opinion 
appears to be that the time has come 
for a finish fight. 

Union officials here say that the 
A. F. of M. defense against the in- 
junction petition will be the Norris- 
La Guardia Injunction Act of 1932 
limiting the jurisdiction of the 
federal courts to issue injunctions 
in labor disputes. 





Lew Pollack and Tony Stern 
cleffed ‘There’ll Be No Blackout of 
Democracy.’ ‘I Must Have Priority 
On Your Love,’ ‘Don’t Fool Around 


THE JOBS’ 





“CLO. 





7. PAUL LOCAL 
MAKES OFFER 


Declares Plenty of Good A, 
B, C Musicians Available 
—Prices Gauged by Qual- 
ity of Music Played 





NOTIFY RADIO 





Minneapolis, July 28. 

Anticipating the possibility that 
the present contract dispute be- 
tween the A.F.M. and KSTP may 
cause a walkout of A. F. of L. mu- 
sicians, C.1.O. musicians announce 
themselves ready to step in and grab 
off the jobs. Robert B. Volenec, fi- 
nancial secretary and business agent 
for the United Musicians of Min- 
neapolis and St. Paul, Local No. 734, 
has’ notified all radio stations not 
only here but also throughout this 
area, that he has ‘plenty of compe- 
tent C10. musicians—symphony, 
dance men, hillbillies, ete.—available 
for radio stations.’ 

In a statement to the press, Vo- 
lenec explains the C.I.O. position as 
far as replacing any striking A.F.M. 
members is concerned and its stand 
in opposition to the Petrillo man- 
date against making of transcrip- 
tions for juke boxes, etc. 

‘Our musicians are all competent 
men and we are not interested in 
making a racket of our professions,’ 


says the Volenec statement. ‘Our 
membership is not as large as that 
of AFM, but this is accounted for 
because our men make music their 
living and do not use it as a side 
line. We are ready today to nego- 
tiate contracts not only with radio 
stations to take care of all their 
needs, but also with recording com- 
panies, 

‘Our men are working in 60 res- 
taurants, hotels and taverns in the 
Twin Cities and we are now ready 
to ge into broadcasting and the re- 


| 
| 
| 





cording figid. Our members are not 
worried about juke box competition | 
because such mechanical instruments | 
cannot compete with real live mu- 
sic. Our Local consists of three 
classes of musicians, A, B and C, our 
Class C being apprentices, and we 
charge for services accordingly. 

‘Any talk of juke boxes putting 
our musicians out of work is pure 
bunk. There is no unemployment 
situation in this country on Class A 
musicians.’ 





National unity is reason en 
mise Or a postponement can 


STATESMANSHIP NEEDED 


ugh for hoping that a compro- 
be achieved in the threatening 


bitter figl twee é 
hght between union labor and managefhent over the 


Petrillo edict. 


The merits of the situation weuld quickly get 


lost in any such showdown and, instead of being fought on the 
facts, the nation might be rent asunder on emotional lines in 
the midst of a war. Such a situation is very near suicidal, It 


is a national calamity, nothing 


less, if it eventuates. 


That the American Federation of Musicians board is. as re- 
ported, wholeheartedly backing Petrillo, that the Biddle action 
is hotly resented by musicians as a case of the Department of 
Justice fighting radio’s battles again as in the ASCAP fight 
may be cited only to suggest the explosive thoughts on labor’s 


side. On management’s side 


the tension and hatred is elo- 


quently stated in dozens of editorials around the country. Noth- 
ing but a slugging match can be foreseen in such symptoms. 


The union is especially vindictive over last week’s Pepsi-Cola 
Canteen episode, feeling that the A. F. M. was unfairly abused 
for wanting paid union music at what the union regards as the 


greatest advertising stunt put 


over by a commercial firm for 


sheer commercial goodwill during the war. Representation of 
Pepsi-Cola as a philanthropy persecuted by a union is galling 


to the A. F. M. 


_ Statesmanship demands that the issue not be allowed to 
inject an emotional orgy of labor-hating and boss-cussing in 


the midst of the war. 





Rosenbaum Sympathetic to Union 





WFIL Man Writes of Their ‘Profound Despair’ — 


Local 77 Urges Him as Conciliator 





Travel 40 Miles to Avoid 
Pittsburgh Local’s Rule 
Against Band Remotes 


Sammy Kaye’s band will make a 
special, hurried trip from Pittsburgh 
to Wheeling, W. Va., and return this 
Sunday (2), between shows at the 
Stanley theatre, to do its ‘Sunday 
Serenade’ program on NBC. Ruling 
by the Pitt local of the American 
Federation of Musicians, preventing 
travelling bands from doing sustain- 
ing radio shows from within its 
jurisdiction, pushed Kaye over to 
Wheeling for the shot. Distance be- 
tween cities is 40 miles, to be cov- 
ered by car. 

‘Serenade’ has occupied a 2-2:30 
p.m. spot on the Red net for some 
time. It is done from Red affiliates 
when the band is on the road, Last 
time Kaye played Pitt show origin- 
ated from that city’s WCAE. Outfit 
opens at Stanley Friday (21). 








St. Paul, July 28. | 
Communique from the Stanley | 
Hubbard front in the Petrillo war: | 
A. F. M. has cancelled remote dance 
feeds to KSTP, union house orches- | 
tra still continues at station although 
without a contract after seven 
months of wrangling over clauses 
with Hubbard, the KSTP head has 
added denunciations of the Twin 
City A. F. M. local to his familiar 
caliope-blasts against Petrillo him- 
self. 

On his part, George Murck, Min- 
neapolis musicians’ president, al- 
leges that Hubbard is the one using 
‘a smoke screen’ by trying to make 
it appear that the contemplated ac- 
tion regarding recordings has any- 
| thing to do with the local labor 
| dispute. 





| 





Stanley Hubbard of KSTP Continues Publicity 
Blasts—A.F.M. Replies in Kind 


the Twin City unions’ 
backed up the joint negotiating com- 
mittee of St. Paul local 30 and Min- 
neapolis local 73 in their efforts to 
get Hubbard’s signature on the 
agreement. 


‘Since Jan. 18, when the old agree- 
ment-expired, we have tried to nego- 
tiate a new one with KSTP, but 
there are two or three clauses in it 
that Hubbard doesn’t want, even in 
the face of the fact that all other 
radio station operators in this juris- 
diction have told us our demands 
are very reasonable. 

‘To be consistent, the KSTP agree- 
ment was drawn up on the same 
basis as those covering other sta- 
tions. The clause that Hubbard ob- 
jects to most is one that would se- 


committee. | 
‘The international union has merely | 


| president of the 


With My Heart,’ ‘Zip Your Lip’ and | ‘The dispute over signing of a con- 
the title song for ‘The Yanks Are! tract covering musicians playing for 
Coming’ at Producers Releasing | the radio station is purely a local 
Corp. ‘ affair,’ asserts Murck, chairman of 


| cure the future of musicians for the 
| duration of the agreement after they 
|have served four weeks satisfac- 
torily.’ 


Philadelphia, July 28. 

Samuel R. Rosenbaum, president 
of WFIL, Philadelphia, and board 
chairman of Independent Radio Net- 
work Associates, is seen by officials 
of Local 77, American Federation of 
Musicians, as a possible peace-maker 
between the musicians’ union and 
the radio and recording industry. 
In supporting Rosenbaum for such 
a role, the Local 77 execs point to a 
letter written recently by the WFIL 
head to a New York daily. 

Also cited is the fact that Rosen- 
baum was instrumental in drawing 
up the national plan of settlement 
between the AFM and the radio in- 
dustry in 1937. Rosenbaum is re- 
garded in musician circles as one 
broadcaster who understands their 
problems and both sides of the is- 
sues involved. 

‘Profound Despair’ 

In his letter to the New York 
paper, Rosenbaum said he wrote as 
an ‘antagonist’ of AFM president 
James C. Petrillo, but he protested 
against the tone of an editorial ap- 
pearing in the newspaper a few day¢ 
previously. ‘Petrillo is a picturesque 
and vitriolic buccaneer,’ Rosenbaum 
wrote, ‘but he serves his craft well. 
In this instance the mandate he has 





. uttered is not merely the whim of a 
C ] € a S eT rou em er dictator, but expresses the profound 
| despair of many thousand of his 


constitutents who have forced their 
leadership into action after years of 
hesitation.” He concluded, ‘In my 
judgment there is an economic and 
|human problem here which must be 
j}approached with tolerance and un- 
| derstanding, even though the first 
reaction of many employers is one 
of indignation and vituperation.’ 
Besides being the longtime vice- 
Philadelphia 
| Ubenentra Assn., Rosenbaum has for 
| some years been head of the Robin 
Hood Dell summer concerts. His 
wife, Edna Phillips, is harpist of the 
Philadelphia Orchestra. He was 
at one time a musician himself, hav- 
ing helped pay his way through col- 
lege by playing the saxophone. 

Says Rosenbaum 

Informed of the views of leaders 
of the Musicians Union here, Rosen- 
baum yeste‘day said: 

‘Unfortunately, the broadcasters 
don’t share that opinion of me. They 
don’t share my views of the situa- 
tion either.’ 

Rosenbaum emphasized that the 
views embodied in the letter repre- 
sented his solely as an ‘individual’ 
and not as a spokesman for any 
| group of broadcasters. 
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Phonograph Discs 


Now Sold By 


Firestone Tire Service Stations 





Company is currently making up an 
order for 7,500 albums of an unusual 
mature for sale at Firestone tire and 
auto repair stations. Albums are | 
made up of present and future pop 
tunes only, which isn’t often done 
because of the short life of the av- 
erage pop melody. Included in the 
books are ‘Jingle, Jangle, Jingle,’ 
No, 1 at the moment, and ‘I Left My 
Heart at the Stage Door Canteen,’ 
figured as a future top seller. Mal 
Hallet’s band does the tunes. 


Oberstein has been supplying 
Firestone with Elite and Hit Rec- 
ords since last winter. Since gas 
rationing and priorities on almost 
everything needed for the operation 
of an auto, that company has carried 
a line of records in an ®€ffort to 
partially overcome the loss. of 
revenue from auto supply sales. 


Financial setup of Oberstein’s out- 
fit has changed recentiy. It was in- 
corporated and Oberstein is now a 
stockholder. When his own Elite 
Records combined with Albert E. 
Middleman’s Classic Record Co., re- 
taining the name of the latter, he 
was a partner, but did not come 
into possession of any stock in the 
venture. Walter A. Valerius, for- 
merly with Henderson Publications, 
is the third stockholder. 


GEORGE OLSEN 
RESUMES ON 
ROAD 


Detroit, July 28. 
Difficulties of promoting these 
days forced George Olsen to wash 
out operation of his State Fair 


Casino here after one week and re- 
turn to maestroing. Following short- 
lived venture with the outdoor 
dancery here, Olsen departed on the 
road with a new band hurriedly as- 
sembled. 


The Casino, an elaborate set-up on 
the State Fair grounds here, was 
started last year by Olsen who got a 
nice rental deal from the State by 
which he was to operate through the 
summer on a payment basis and then 
received a ‘bonus’ arrangement by 
which the State paid him for con- 
tinuing through the regular fair 
dates. However, the Casino was 
started off with a high overhead, 
estimated at $10,000 as the weekly 
budget, and Olsen was reported to 
have dropped $15,000 last season. By 
the end of the season the overhead 
was whittled down, crowds were 
good and the present year looked 
like a good time to recoup. 


In the interrim, however, the 
State Fair Grounds here have been 
taken over by the U. S. Army. In 
abandoning his latest venture here, 
after getting the go signal from the 
Army, Olsen gave as his reasons the 
uncertainty of tenancy and the fact 
that shortly he might have been 
forced to operate with curtailed 
space. 


a 
wi 
Eli Oberstein’s Classic Record | 
| 








_ Rental was One of the uncertain- 
ties since, officially, the Army is the 
present owner of the grounds 





N.A.B. Seeks P.A.’s 


Neville Miller, head of the Na- 
tional Association of Broadcast- 
ers, is preparing a_ publicity 
campaign to present radio side 
of its music battle with James 
C. Petrillo, prez of the American 
Federation of Musicians. 

Miller has been interviewing 
press agents in New York pre- 
paratory to selecting one to 
properly spotlight the N. A. B. 
contentions. 


DISC COMPANIES 
PILE UP BIG 
BACKLOG 








Despite the application for an in- 
junction asked by Asst. Attorney 
General Thurman Arnold to prevent 
the enforcement of the American 


Federation of Musicians’ no-record- 
ing, no-transcription order, the 


record companies are not slackening 
their pace one bit. Each outfit will 
record bands as often as possible 
before Friday (31) midnight, in 
order to muster a heavy backlog 
of releases. 


Certain orchestras have been as- 
signed two, three and more dates 
in the space of the last couple 
weeks. Since each date calls for 
at least four or more tunes apiece 
the companies have had to look far 
in advance for suitable pop mate- 
rial. Picture tunes and other pops 
which won't be worked on for sev- 
eral months by music publishers, 
are already cut, along with a con- 
siderable amount of modern inter- 
pretations of standards that find a 
market at any time. 


It’s figured that even if Arnold 
secures his injunction and Aug. 1 
comes and goes without its currently 
deadly meaning to recording musi- 
cians, there won't be much activity 
after that date. So much stuff has 
been piled up by the feverish ac- 
tivity of the past few weeks that 
recording executives, directors, etc., 
will take earned vacations. Too, they 
are so far ahead of themselves that 
even if a temporary stay of say 
three months is granted Arnold, it 
won’t be possible for the recorders 
to do much, 

ace of recording is not only con- 
fined to New York. Chicago and 
California have been getting their 
share, 





St. Paul Press Says A.F.M. 
Interlochen Ban Is Slap 
At Future A.F.M. Members 


Minneapolis, July 28. 

In an editorial captioned ‘Fuehrer 
Petrillo,” the St. Paul Pioneer Press 
editorially lambasted the A.F.M. 
president for his present ‘high-hand- 
edness’ because of his action against 
the Interlochen camp and warns the 
organization that some clear thinking 
and courageous action is necessary 
on the membership’s part if the good 
work accomplished in its behalf 
during recent years is not to be un- 
done. 

‘On top of other high-handed use 
of monopolistic power, Petrillg has 
recently arragantly interfered with 
the long-established activities of the 
Interlochen camp operated on behalf 
of high school musicians,’ the edi- 
torial says. “This is, in effect, an out- 
door music school conducted by spe- 
cialists, and for several years past 





weekly broadcasts by the students 


have been a feature stimulating to 
the participants and of exceptional 
interest to musical listeners. 

‘By declaring that these broadcasts 
conflict with union prerogatives, Pe- 
trillo plainly dissociates himself from 
any interest in music education, the 
very process, indeed, by which a 
continuing existence is assured to his 
organization. Naturally, the young 
campers are amateurs—-that is the 
basic reason for maintaining the 
school—and are not, consequently, 
eligible to membership in the feder- 
ation. But the amateur status is a 
prerequisite dictated by immutable 
conditions to eventual arrival among 
those professionals to whom Petrillo 
owes his job, and alienation of thou- 
sands of potential union members 
would seem to be, arguing from his 
own side, an exceedingly raw tac- 
tical blunder.’ 


CHICAGO SNEAKS ROB 
DONAHUE’S ORCHESTRA 


Several men in the Al Donahue 
band were shorn of money, clothing 
and sundry articles last week while 
playing the Oriental theatre, Chi- 








cago, Thieves entered via a fire 
escape. 
Donahue, now working his way 


east, made two more changes in the 
band last week. Buzzy Drottin re- 
placed Jimmy Felton on drums; 
Vernon Yonkers vice Frankie Hunt- 
ec, trombone. 


Ascap’ers Ditty to BMI 


Hollywood, July 28. 

‘Stardust Serenade,’ composed by 
George Whiting and Bert Reisfeld, 
members of ASCAP, has been as- 
signed to Broadcast Mugic for pub- 
lication, 

First ditty from ASCAP writers to 
competitive publisher here since ap- 
plication of the consent decrees. 








Radio Pat for Fly’s Anti-A.F.M. Stand 





Hollywood, July 28. 


A resolution has been passed by the Southern California Broad- 
casters Association praising James L. Fly, chairman of the Federal 


Communications Commission. 
tion: 


This read, in part, as sincere apprecia- 


‘For your valiant standing in defending our industry against the 


abusive and arbitrary impositions 
leadership of James C. Petrillo. 


of the Musicians Union under the 
We broadcasters feel heartily en- 


couraged by having you champion the cause of our industry in this 


vital issue.’ 








Hartenstines Sunnybrook Ballroom ; 
First Big Victim of Gas Rationing 





Ww 


Rush Frisco Discs 





San Francisco, July 28. 

+ Recording at the Photo & Sound 
studios here has recently boomed, as 
discs by three musical groups were 
rushed to beat the Aug. 1 clamp- 
down date of James C. Petrillo, 

Saunders King’s orchestra was 
recorded on eight sides by Photo 
and Sound for release by Rhythm 
Recordings, Inc.; a set of six sides 
was recorded by Lu Watters band; 
and Dude Martin’s Roundup Gang 
recorded four sides. 


WEST VIEW HAS 
POOR SEASON 


Pittsburgh, July 28. 

Experiencing its poorest season in 
years, West View, one of town’s two 
big summer amusement parks, has 
for the first time since it opened 
closed its big open-air ballroom for 
week night dancing, operating on 
Saturdays only. In past, West View 
has occasionally dropped first couple 
of nights in the week but this is first 
time the shut-down has ever been so 
extensive. 

Efforts were made by couple of 
local bands to arrange a deal where- 
by they might take over ballroom 
on a percentage deal but details 
couldn’t be worked out with either 
park management or musicians’ union. 
Park itslef, of course, continues to 
operate daily. 

Other park, Kennywood, will con- 
tinue dancing daily for the remaind- 
er of summer but it, too, hasn’t been 
enjoying success it’s had in past. 
Name bands on one-nighters have 
flopped miserably and regular biz 
hasn’t been so hot either. They both 
have charged door admission, and 
it’s figured the big roadhouse spots, 
where moderately-well known orcs 
are playing and minimum’s only 4 
buck, has cut in deeply. 











Bookers Ruled Liable A fter Sept. 15 
tor Promoters Who fail to Pay Off 





The American Federation of Musi- 
cians officially notified booking agen- 
personnel managers, etc., last 
regulations promui- 


cies, 
week of new 


gated at the recent convention at 











personal 
Currently 


NEW 


PELHAM HEATH INN 


Indefinite Engagement 


WOR Mutual-Coast-to-Coast 


ON BEACON RECORDS 
Direction: GENERAL 


dedicated Va yin - 


CORP. 


AMUSEMENT 








Dallas. They are to go into effect 
Sept. 15 and call for: 

(1) Booking agent or representa- 
tive to guarantee the contract price 
of the engagement. Which means 
that if an agency does business with 
a fiy-by-night promoter,  nitery 
owner, etc., and a band is not paid 
off the booker is liable to the band 
for the full price called for in the 
contract, 


(2) Distances between dates must 
not be more than 300 miles within 
a hours, when traveling by car or 

us. 

(3) Transportation allotments to 
men must not be less than lowest 
public carrier rates—not less than Ic 
a mile when jumps are made by car, 
and not less than 5c per mile for a 
car and driver. 

Regulation which affects booking 
agencies most, along with the one 
guaranteeing salary, states that ‘Any 
and all commissions to which a li- 
censed booking agent or agency may 
be entitled shall hereafter be figured 
on the net amount of the engage- 
ment price after deduction of trans- 
portaticn, union tax and any and all 
other local fees or Federation sur- 
charges.’ As it works now booking 
agency commissions are computed 
from the contract price, deducted 
before anything else. 

Another new rule calls for 25% 





additional salary to arrangers who 
also play in a band, based on scale 
of local in whose jurisdiction a date 
is played, but it applies only to loca- 
tion jobs. For that extra salary a 
maximum of two arrangements a 
week are allowed. Any extras re- 
quire another $20 a week each. 





JOLLY JOYCE JAMMED 


Union Says Agent Sold Bands 
Under-Scale 








Philadelphia, July 28. 

Local 77, American Federation of 
Musicians, announced last week that 
it had lifted the booking license 
from Jolly Joyce for allegedly sell- 
ing bands to night clubs under scale. 

Joyce, a veteran in the booking 
field, was accused of placing two 
bands in Wildwood spots under the 
union pay schedule, This is the 
second time that Joyce tangled with 
the union. A couple of years ago 
the AFM rescinded his franchise but 
he was reinstated after he made 
amends, union officials said, - 





Ralph Freed and Earl Brent 
cleffed ‘That Good For Nothing 


Ray Hartenstine’s Sunnybrook 
Ballroom, Pottstown, Pa., has stopped 
operation completely with the pos- 
sible exception of a date now and 
then with very top bands. Spot igs 
probably the first major eastern ball- 
room to become a victim of gas rae 
tioning. Roughly 80% of its busi- 
ness was derived from areas remote 
from Pottstown and virtually all of 
its patronage arrived by car. Last 
band to play there was Herbie 
Woods,’ a week ago Saturday (18). 
Spot has used semi-names for past 
couple months. 

Hartenstine, a construction engi- 
neer, is aiding in the building of a 
government hospital at Phoenixville, 
Pa. Construction work was his line 
before becoming a ballroom opera- 
tor. He is said to have built Sunny- 
brook, which has a capacity of be- 
tween 5,000-6,000, becoming its 
owner when the people he built it 
for couldn’t pay him for his work, 


EDDIE SHERMAN 
REPS CRA ON 
COAST 


Eddie Sherman, vaude agent now 
in California, has become the west 
coast representative of Consolidated 
Radio Artists. He will handle. CRA’s 
interests in bands as well as vaude 
and nitery talent, 

Sherman moved to the coast per- 
manently last winter. Larry Golde, 
formerly with the William Morris 
agency in New York, has been run- 
ning Sherman’s main office in N. Y. 











Sammy Schafer, of WCAE Air- 
liners, new trumpet player with 
Herman Middleman band at Yacht 
Club, Pittsburgh, replacing Sonny 
Faigen, who has joined Chuck Foster 
outfit, 





Don Reid replaces Charlie Agnew 
at the Lakewood Beach Cabanas 
Club, near Springfield, O. 




















at the piano 


SONNY 
KENDIS 


and his orchestra 


Fefe’s Monte Carlo 
New Pc 








Man of Mine,’ to be sung in ‘Gam- 
bler’s Choice*.at. Metro. 
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OF TRANSPORTATION PROBLEMS, GAS RATIONING, ETC. 
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EXCLUSIVE NEWS 
Make VARIETY an Indispensable Hand-book to Theatre Operators, and Bookers 


Radio Executives, Sponsors and Agencies. Film Producers and Directors 


-THEY’RE ALL BAND BUYERS 


And so, We Are About to Issue a 
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Monroe, in D.C., Miller, in Buff., Each 
Big $30,000; Ennis Nice $20,000 in Pitt, 
Phil Harris Dandy $50,000 in N. Y. 


(Estimates for This Week) 

Skinnay Ennis, Pittsburgh (Stan- 
ley; 3,800; 30-44-55-66)—With ‘Maisie 
Gets Her Man’ (M-G). Skelton’s 
name in cast of picture helping some, 
but it’s usually the stage here that’s 
responsible and Ennis can be well 
satisfied with nice $20,000. First 
time for him here, but his radio rep, 
via Bob Hope show, has preceded 
him. 

Phil Harris, New York (Paramount; 
3,664; 35-55-75-85-99)—With Zero 
Mostel and Ann Miller in person, 
‘Priorities on Parade’ (Par) on screen. 
Begins second (final) stanza today 
(Wednesday); first seven days 
through last night (Tuesday) hit 
close to $50,000, very good. 

Horace Heidt, Chicago (Chicago; 
4,000; 35-55-75)—With ‘10 Gentlemen 
from Point’ (20th). Picture is help- 
ing to strong $47,000, or thereabouts. 

Ray Herbeck, New York (State; 
39-44-55-75-99-$1.10)—-With Adelaide 
Moffett and Russell Swann on stage; 
‘I Married Angel’ (M-G) (2d run), 
on screen. Not pulling well, looking 
only around $21,000, fair. 

Sammy Kaye, Indianapolis (Circle; 
2,600: 30-49-55)—Aided by ‘audience 
participation’ feature on stage and 
‘Dr. Broadway’ (Par). Great $17,000, 
with Kaye responsible to great ex- 
tent. 

Glenn Miller, Buffalo (Buffalo; 3,- 
500; 35-55)—With ‘Magnificent Dope’ 
(20th). Great session, with Miller 
held the main draw; terrific $30,000.” 

Vaughn Morroe, Washington (Cap- 


itol: 3.434; 28-39-44-66)—Plus ‘Maisie 
Gets Her Man’ (M-G). Sensational 
$30,000, wilh picture given some 


credit since Red Skelton, in film, is 
well liked here. Can’t hit new rec- 
ord because 5,000 servicemen are in 
on cut rates. 

Ozzie Nelson, Minneapolis (Or- 
pheum; 2,800; 39-44-55 )—It’s first visit 
here for Nelson. ‘Syncopation’ (RKO) 
also rated an asset, but it’s Nelson 
and Harriet Hilliard mainly respon- 
sible for good $19,000. 

Dick Rogers, Baltimore (Hippo- 
drome; 2.240; 17-25-28-38-44-55-66 )— 
With Andrews Sisters on stage and 
‘It Happened in Flatbush’ (20th) ed | 





screen. Stage portion emphasized 
strongly by presence of Andrews re- 
sponsible for terrific $22,000. | 

Jerry Wald, New York (Strand; | 
2,756; 35-55-75-85-99 )—With Judy Ca- 
nova on stage, ‘Big Shot’ (WB) on 
screen (2d-final wk). Holding up 
well at $32,000, good, on blowoff se- 
mester, while first week hit strong 
$42,000. | 

Paul Whiteman, Kansas City | 
(Tower; 2,100; 11-30-50)—Plus ‘Frisco | 
Lil’ (U). in six | 
days, with 
taking bow for most of this heavy 
sugar. 


Williamsport Click May 
Lead to Comerford Use 
Of More Name Bands 


Williamsport, Pa., July 28. 
Click of name band policy during 
first half of the week at the Capitol 
Theatre may result in other houses 
on the Comerford chain adopting 
* the same policy. ; 





Exceptional $12,000 in six | 


ing orch package shows on May 18, 
and has had a solid success to date. 

So far they’ve used Blue Barron. 
Van Alexander, Fats Waller. Tommy 


Tucker, Ina Ray Hutton, Louis| 
Armstrong, Mal Hallett and Ned| 
Sparks, Ray Herbeck and Louise 
Beavers. Orchs go for the date 


Since, in these days of rationing, it 
Serves as a break for jumps between 
east and middle west. And since the 
house, a 2,800 seater, plays them with 
a guarantee and percentage its a 
profitable deal all around. 


Shribman’s Culver City Deal 


Sy Shribman has worked out a 
deal under which he will take over 
the Casa Manana, Culver City., Cal., 
mame band nitery. Paul Wimbish, 
band manager who has been con- 
nected with operation of Jack Tea- 
garden’s orchestra, will supervise 
operation in Shribman’s behalf, 

Shribman flew to the coast a week 
ago to talk a deal with the Casa’s 
owners, returning by plane late 
Saturday (25). 








Whiteman’s aggregation | 


House started us- | 








15 Best Sheet Music Sellers 


(Week of July 25) 





Jingle Jangle......... Paramount 
Johnny Doughboy.....Crawford 
Sleepy Lagoon..... ...-Chappell 
Wears Silver Wings.....Shapiro 
One Dozen Roses........ Famous 
Always in Heart...... ..Remick 
Who Wouldn’t Love....Maestro 
Army Air Corps...... C. Fischer 
Left Heart Canteen....... Army 
Worth Fighting For......Harms 
Sweet Eloise........ ...- Shapiro 
Jersey Bounce..... ce kee ee 


Three Little Sisters.......Santly 
Under Apple Tree......Robbins 
Idaho i 


Gene Krupa 
Hot at State, 
Easton Stand 


Biue Barron (Fairyland Park, Kan- 
sas City, July 24). First date in over 
two years here, Barron did fair 
against competition. At 75c advance, 
$1 at gate, he played to 700 dancers 
for approximately $600. At Turn- 


pike Casino, Lincoln, Neb. Saturday 
(25) band lured best fotal all sum- 
mer; $1,550 at $1.10 and $1.35, weath- 
er good. Next night, at Peony Park, 
Omaha, outfit also did well; 1,500 














hoppers at 90c for $1,350. 

Sam Donahue (Roseland-State B., | 
Boston, July 25). Donahue has a fol- | 
lowing here. This time he drew 1,- | 
200, fair, at 65c for $780. 

Dick Jurgens (Totem Pole B., has | 
burndale, Mass., July 20-25). Jug: | 
gens wound up a highly successful | 
nine weeks with 17,400 at $1.45 pair | 
in face of sharper gas restrictions. 
Band drew 139,400 and total gross of 
$101,060, great, in nine weeks. 

Gene Krupa (State T., Easton, Pa.., | 
July 23-25). Excellent estimated 
15,000 admissions in three days at | 
40c-50c for approximately $7,000. 

Hal McIntyre (Brookline C. C., 
Philadelphia, July 25). First shot 
here for McIntyre proved good, fig- 
uring his is new band. Lured 1,000 


at $1.10 Gas rationing hurt, too. 
Night before (24) at Saylor’s Lake, 
Pa., a remote spot now closed be- 


j}caus of gas rationing, the outfit 
played to 400 dancers, a brodie for 
which it wasn’t responsible. 

Ray McKinley-Sammy Fletcher 
(Raymor-Playmor B., Boston, July 
24). McKinley and Fletcher, local- 
ite, drew slightly below bar 1,800 at 
75c-65c for okay $1,260. 

Vaugh Monroe (Empire B., Allen- 
town, Pa., July 22). Monroe didn’t 
do so well here, though both he and 





1,500 dancers responded at $1.10. 








PEPSI-COLA SETS 
UP PARK CONCERTS 


Washington, July 28. 

If it gets the green light from Sec- 
retary of the Interior Ickes, Pepsi- 
fill the town with band 
Soft drink outfit wants a 45 
piece brass band to give open air 
concerts in the public parks, six 
nights a week for ten weeks. Gov- 
ernment permission is necessary and 
there may be some restrictions on 
commercials a la radio. 

Originally planned to use the 
Watergate but Fortune Gallo’s oper- 
atic enterprise has the Potomac spot. 
Instead music will be spotted at 
Capitol, Meridian Hill Park, Poto- 
mac Park, Sylvan theatre and other 
locations capable of accommodating 
large crowds. 


cola will 


| music. 





Billy Catizone Four renewed for 
remainder of summer at William 
Penn hotel, Pittsburgh; ditto Joe 
Vera’s Men of Music at Hotel Roose- 
velt, Pitt. 





Andy Perry, operator, made money; 
F UU) a 9 9 G H JECT 5 | ° 
| tems have closed down for the night 





Band Bookings 


Georgie Auld, Aug. 1-28, Mansions, 
Youngstown, O. 

Count Basie, Aug. 13, Sweet's B., 
Los Angeles; 14, Aud., Stockton, Cal.; 
Sweet’s B., Sacramento; 16, Sweet's 
B., Oakland, Cal.; 17, Aud., Oakland, 
Cal 

Henry Busse, Aug. 29-Sept. 6, Com- 
mercial hotel, Elko, Nev. 

Del Courtney, July 31, Casa del 
Vallejo, Vallejo, Calif. Aug. 1 
Sweet’s B., Oakland; 5. Club, Reno, 
Victoria, Texas, Sept. 3, Baker hotel, 
Dallas. 

Al Donahue, July 31, Casa Loma 
B., Charleston, W. Va.; Aug. 2, Eagle 
B., Milwaukee; 5, Colony Club, Mc- 
Clure, Ill; 11, Fairyland Park, Kan- 
sas City; 14-16, Prem B., St. Paul, 
Minn.; 18-23, Tune-Town B., St. 
Louis. 

Duke Ellington, Aug. 14, week, 
Riverside T., Milwaukee; 21, week, 
Oriental T., Chicago; 29, week, Pal- 
ace T., Cleve. 

Earl Hines, Aug. 1, Sunset B., Car- 
rolltown, Pa.; 3, Rosedale Beach, 
Millsboro, Del.; 27, Convention Hall. 
Philadelphia. 

Ray McKinley, Aug. 3-5, Plymouth 
T.. Worcester, Mass.; 6, Sandy Beach 
Park, Russel’s Point, O.; 7-13, Coney 
Island Park, Cincinnati. 

Chico Marx, July 31l-Aug. 3, Or- 
pheum T., Wichita, Kan. 

Vaughn Monroe, July 31-Aug. 3, 
Eastwvod Park, Detroit; 7-13, Palace 
T., Cleveland; 14-20, Buffalo T., Buf- 
falo; 21-27, Cedar Point, Sandusky. 
o. 

Ozzie Nelson, Aug. 7-13, Stanley 
T.. Pittsburgh; 14-20, Palace T., 
Cleveland; 21-27, Colonial T., Day- 
ton, O. 

Noble Sissle, Aug. 14-20, Royal T., 
Baltimore; 21-27, Coney Island Park, 
Cincinnati. 

Paul Whiteman, Aug. 7-13, Or- 
pheum T., Minneapolis; 14-20, Ori- 
ental T., Chicago; 21-27, Stanley T.., 
Pittsburgh. 

Ralph Barlow, Aug. 18, three 
weeks, Peony Park, Omaha. 

Herbie Kay, Aug. 21, week, Planta- 
tion Club, Dallas, Tex. 


PLEA FOR GAS IS 
ITEMIZED 
FOR U.S 


Philadelphia, July 28. 


Local 77, American Federation of 
Musicians, last week presented a 
brief to the U. S. Government, out- 
lining arguments why its members 
should receive greater allotments of 
gasoline than they are getting from 
their rationing boards. Most tooters 
are only getting A cards here. 

The union claims that automobiles 
are vital to musicians and band- 
leaders to continue making a liveli- 
hood. Among the reasons for in- 
creased gas allowances, the brief in- 
cludes: 

1. That many musicians play in 
spots that are isolated from train,, 
bus or trolley systems. 

2. That most of them finish at late 
hours when public conveyance sys- 














3. Many public carriers (trolleys, 
busses, etc) refuse admittance to 
musicians carrying basses, harps, 
bass drums and other bulky instru- 
ments 

4. Many leaders have to cart 
around libraries, public address sys- 
tems and other paraphanalia that 
cannot be transported on common 
carriers. 

In addition to these arguments, 
the union pointed out that many of 
its members were playing for free 
at army cantonments, armories, 
Navy Yards, service centers, the 
Stage Door canteen and other spots 
for service men—and if they didn’t 
have enough gas to play their bread- 
and-butter jobs, they could hardly 
make cuffo appearances for soldiers 
and sailors. 





Robbins to Interlochen 


Chicago, July 28. 

Jack Robbins, accompanied by his 
music editor, Dominco Savino, met 
Abe Olman, arrived here from the 
Pacific Coast, and al! three will 
proceed to Interlochen, Mich., to at- 
tend the Music Festival in that city. 

Robbins imported Ferde Grofe 
from the Coast to journey to In- 
terlochen to do too «s:ncerts, one 





with orchestra and one with a band. 


Bands at Hotel B.O.’s 


(Presented herewith, as a weekly tabulation, is the estimated cover 
charge business being done by name bands in various New York hotels 
Dinner business (7-10 p.m.) not rated. Figures after name of hotel give 
room capacity and cover charge. Larger amount designates weekend and 
holiday price.) 





- Covers Total 

Band Hotel Pinay oa Wal os tan 
Alvino Rey ..... Astor (1,000; 75c-$1)..... coavepshern 3,775 15,200 
Ray Heatherton , Biltmore (300; $1-$1.50)............. 13 500 7,700 
Xavier Cugat* ...Waldorf (550; $1-$1.50)..... eoessoes © 3,000 10,450 
Johnny Long ....New Yorker (400; 75c-$1.50)........ 11 2,025 23,450 
Lani McIntire ...Lexington (300; 75c-$1.50).......-.. 24 1525 35,800 
Glen Gray ...... Pennsylvania (500; 75c-$1.50)....... 2 2,225 4,325 
Jerry Wald ..... Lincoln (225; 75c-$1)......... this ce Oe 600 10,825 





* Asterisks indicate a supporting floor show, although the band is the 
major draw. ° 





Los Angeles 


; Freddy Martin (Ambassador; 900; $1-$1.50). Getting back on the main 
line and will push the count past 5,000, aided by almost capacity week- 
ends. , 

Joe Reichman (Biltmore; 1,200; 50c-$1). Well liked and building strong 
for a good 4,500 tabs. Begins to look like he’ll stay as long as he wants. 


Chicago 

Tommy Tucker (Empire Room, Palmer House; 
Tucker has been doing well in this big spot. 
himself in the entire middle west territory. 
week with 3,900 patrons. 

Jimmy Joy (Walnut Room, Bismarck hotel; 300; $1-$2 min.). Joy de- 
serves plenty of credit for the job he is doing at this dine and dance spot; 
holding up business nicely, last week enticing 2,000 customers. 

Duke Ellington (Panther Room, Hotel Sherman; 800; $1.25-$2.50 min.). 
Ellington doing fine. Solid 5,000 on initial week. 

Charlie Murray (Mayfair Room, Blackstone hotel; 350; $2.50 min. Sat.). 
Murray orchestra replaced Eddie Oliver. With Dean Murphy as floor 
show, trade okay with 1.600 customers last week. 


600; $3-$3.50 min.), 
Has just about established 
Came through neatly last 





Minneapolis 
Dorothy Lewis (Minnesota Terrace; Hotel Nicollet; 500; $1.50-$2). Third 
week of fine ice show, ‘Symphony on Skates,’ brought in biggest crowds 
in room's history, Aquatennial visitors helping to swell crowds. Attend- 
ance averaged approximately 800 nightly. Show has one more week to go. 





Boston 


Nat Brandwynne (Ritz Roof, Ritz-Carlton hotel; 350; $1 cover). On 
his fourth week, Brandwynne held a firm grip on business with 2,200 
covers in addition to excellent dinner biz. 

Jack Edwards (Terrace Room, Hotel Statler; 450; $1 cover). 
sixth week was big with 900 covers over Friday-Saturday, 
nights. Good dinner biz continued throughout week. 

Ray Morton (Oval Room, Copley-Plaza; 300; $1 cover). 
billing with Jane Pickens for fine 1,100 covers, on second 
dinner traffic near capacity. 


Philadelphia 
Herby Woods (Garden Terrace; Benjamin Franklin hotel; 500; $1-$1.50- 
$2 min.). Initial week for Woods’ crew at this spot brought 1,068 supper 
customers, good in view of sticky weather, gas rationing, etc. 


Location Jobs, Not in Hotels 


(Los Angeles) 

Woody Herman (Palladium B, first week). Opened bigger than Harry 
James, the record smasher, and count will read somewhere around 25,000. 
Resort to versatility should win Herman a big Hollywood following and 
undoubtedly a picture deal. 

Cab Calloway (Casa Manana B, Culver City, Cal., third week). Busting 
things wide open in this sector and banging the gong for bangup 12,000. 
Begins to look like the spot will have a new attendance mark. 

Henry Busse (Trianon N, Southgate, Cal., third week). Picked up nicely 
and should better 6,500 on the week. Day is not done for this trumpeter, 
far from it. Count Basie comes in Aug. 30. 

Jan Savitt (Casino B, Hollywood, fourth week). 
ing but band will cut in for around 4,000 payees. 

Ted Fio Rito (Florentine Gardens, Hollywood, third week). Here the 
band isn’t the thing so Fio Rito must play second string to Nils Granlund’s 
floor show in the week’s haul of close to 5,000 customers. 


Edwards’ 
only late 


Morton shared 
week, with 


Maestro has been ail- 





(Chicago) 

Buddy Franklin (Chez Paree; 600; $3-$3.50 min.). Benny Fields heads 
new floor show, but Franklin orchestra continues, with business at good 
4,300 patrons last week. 

Art Jarrett (Blackhawk; 400; $1.25 min.). 
aged good 2,800 customers. 


ee REQUEST TNE 


Andy Perry, operator of the Em- 
|pire Ballroom, Allentown, Pa., and 
|summer promoter at Saylor’s Lake, ae 
Pa., has folded the latter operation 
for this season. He drew approxi- 
mately 400 to the Lake last Friday 
(24) with Hal McIntyre, then gave 
up trying to make it go in the face | plan of selling defense stamps and 
of gas rationing and rubber short-| bonds direct from the bandstand in 
age. Spot is a long haul, being 31|the Hotel Muehlebach’s Terrace 
miles from Allentown. It did well | Grill last Friday night. Idea is to 
last season. play a request only if the query is 
Perry’s Empire, which is only |Supported by the _purchase of a 
about 40 miles from Sunnybrook at|Stamp of $1 denomination or more 
Pottstown, has maintained a good|With Nancy Hutson, songstress, 
pace, according to the promoter. It handling right from the stand. 
is in a more fortunate position since | Holmes further agrees to purchase 
it is served by trolley and bus lines|@ $1 stamp himself if the band 


that run through Easton-Allentown-| can’t play the number requested. 
Bethlehem. With some 5,000 tunes available in 


his own folio or memorized by one 
or more of his musicians, Holmes 
still has to shell out for his own 
stamp book frequently when the 
patrons outguess. At first thought 


In third week Jarrett mane 








Kansas City, July 28. 
After some experimentation on & 
couple of dates in the east Herbie 
Holmes, orch leader, instituted a 





Patti Gene, formerly with Al Ka- 
velin and Barney Rapp, new fea- 
tured singer with Joey Sims band, 
which went into Sky Vue, Pittsburgh, 
Monday (27), replacing Hen Blue 
outfit. 


to average $20 or $25 in stamp sales 
per night deal is proving to drav 
an average nearer $200 per night. 
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~ Britain's Song Leaders on Air 





London, July 5. 


(June 1-June 30 log of English broadcasts are tabulated be- 
low and, while datea, is printed for casual information of the 


general music trade, Symbol A 
for English. British publishers 


1s for American copyrights; E 
is appended herewith.) 
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Inside Stuft—Orchestras 





Carl Hoff and his band had a difficult time getting out of New York 
last week to start a string of one-nighters in the South, because he had 
failed to secure new gas rationing books for his cars at the proper time. 
Hoff’s outfit was in Detroit at the time of the issuance last month of the 
new rationing coupons and nothing was done about applying for them. 
Since rationing boards are now busy investigating requests for supple- 
mentary cards the board he first applied to in New York didn’t look 
kindly on applications which should have been made earlier. 

However, Wednesday afternoon Hoff was issued a set of basic ‘A’ books, 
which contained enough coupons to provide the band’s cars with gas to 


take them out of the rationed territory. 


Most musicians have been pro- 


vided with ‘B’ cards allowing extra gas allotments. 





Tommy Dorsey last week secured an attachment for $1,000 against band- 
leader Teddy Powell in an effort to recover cash Dorsey loaned the for- 


mer last winter. Powell, now at the 


Log Cabin, Armonk, N. Y., signed a 


judgment allowing Dorsey to take his money out of the first theatre sal- 
ary Powell earns after leaving the Log Cabin in September. 

Powell borrowed the cash from Dorsey after the Rustic Cabin, Engle- 
wood Cliffs, N. J., burned down last winter and Powell's band lost all its 


instruments and library. 





Joe Marsala, clarinetist, who usually confines himself to leading small 


jazz combinations, is rehearsing a big band in New York. ; 
Marsala and his wife, harpist Adele 


nected with any agency so far. 


It is not con- 


Gerard, almost joined Tommy Dorsey's band recently but the idea was 


dropped over salary differences. 


Marsala once before led a big band, about three years ago. 





Frederick Bros.’ band and act agency in New York is getting along 
without a designated one-night department currently. 
bands are on one-night tours in the east one isn't necessary. 


and Gordon Kibbler, who formerly 
both left the agency. 


Since none of its 
Milt Deutsch 
handled single date bookings, have 


Deutsch was for a while on the road with Fletcher Henderson’s band, 


a FB property, but has left it, and 
himself. 


Organist Listed ‘Unfair’ | 
For Midnight Playing | 
Memphis, July 28. 

Milton Slosser, a fixture at the 
Malco Theatre organ the past two 
years, has left Memphis for a series 
of appearances in Tulsa and Dallas 
after being yanked off the Malco 
console by the Memphis Federation 
ef Musicians in a dispute with the 
M. A. Lightman house. 

AFM local has placed Malco on 
unfair list for playing midnight 
spook show without pit band. Cul- 
minates long series of disputes be- 
tween union and Lightman. 

















It’s Cute—It’s Different 
It’s Terrific 


BYE LO BABY BUNTIN’ 
(Daddy’s Goin’ Huntin’ ) 


CINDY WALKER 
DECCA 6038 


American Music, Inc. 


9153 Sunset Blvd. 
HOLLYWOOD, CALIF. 
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Kibbler has gone into business for 


Dallas Band Bookings 
Dallas, July 28. 

Night spots are well advanced in 
band bookings for late summer and 
early fall. Ted Weems will return 
to the Plantation Club Sept. 1 for & 
week's stand. He will follow Herbie 
Kay who will arrive Aug. 21. Clyde 
McCoy's first appearance at the 
Plantation will begin Aug. 3. 

Del Courtney will bring his band 
to the Baker Hotel’s Mural Room 
Aug. 7, following Griff Williams’ or- 
chestra. Manager Fuller Stevens of 
Hotel Adolphus is scouting around in 
the East for some new bands at the 
Century Room for Fall bookings. The 
Century Room will be closed for 


about four weeks beginning in 
August for reconditioning. 





Ww. J. Fisher, who played with the 
Baltimore Symphony Orchestra for 
three years, is a new tympanist with 
the Youngstown (O.) Symphony 
orchestra. 


Clyde Lucas band opens week's 
engagement at Kennywood Park, 
Pittsburgh, Monday (3), following 
the Bernie Cummins outfit. 


‘> 





Band Review 


HRBIE HOLMES ORCH (13) 
With Nancy Hutson 

Hotel Mucthlebach 

Kansas City, Mo. 

Herbie Holmes band is larger than 
most booked to this stand, and with 
an instrumentation of 12 has a dis- 
tinct fullnéss to its music. This /ull- 
ness is based on use of baritones in 


the reeds and duo of trombones, 
one a double from the fiddle section. 
The fullness is essentially sweet, 
buat Holmes has the band set up on 
versatile lines and it can veer from 
the sweetness keyed by the fiddle 
threesome to hotter swing or any of 
the several Latin-American rhythms 
required by dancers of the day. 

Basic instrumentation of three 
saxes, three brass, three rhythm and 
three violins can be rounded out to 
four brass and four rhythm as vio- 
linist Therman Neal doubles on gui- 
tar and Chet Harris changes from 
fiddle to trombone. Versatility of 
the crew is further rounded in the 
vocal department by Nancy Hutson 
and Marshall Gill, trombonist. Miss 
Hutson is on the deep-throated side 
and handles the more torchy ballads, 
while Gill is in the tenor range. 
Holmes, himself, adds his vocalling 
on the more peppy and novelty songs 
which are prominent in the folio. 
Vocal side is further aided by a quar- 
tet and by several glee club arrange- 
a involving the entire person- 
nel, 

Instrumentation is completed by 
Sambo Bandy, violin; Jerry Smith, 
Robert Runkle and Bob Evans, saxes; 
Si Cummins and Steve ‘Dark’ Brown, 
trumpets; Duval McIntyre, piano; 
Hal Sindles, drums, and Jack Mont- 
gomery, string bass. Smith handles 
many of the arranging chores. 

After completing a two-week en- 
gagement in the Grill, band plays few 
one-nighters moving westward for 
longer stands at Janssen Beach in 
Portland and the Mark Hopkins ho- 
tel in San Francisco. Quin. 





TED STEELE ORCHESTRA (7) 
Stork Club, New York 

Boniface Sherman Billingsley has 
booked himself a nifty septet in the 
personable Ted Steele and his combo 
of three reeds, trumpet, string bass, 
drums, with the maestro at the Stein- 
way. There’s no Novachord, in the 
Stork Club, that being one of Steele’s 
radio fortes when under NBC build- 
up and management. Now he’s on 
his own, with Hollywood in the 
offing. 

A good, cleancut personality at the 
helm of his band, Steele is an asset 
on front values alone, as well as with 
his dansapation—and in the lush en- 
vironment of the Stork, for the cock- 
tail dansants, that’s no small item. 

Abel. 





Claude Thornhill’s orchestra makes 
its screen debut in ‘Calgary Stam- 
pede’ at Paramount. 





Everett Hoagland opened limited 
stay at Bill Green’s, Pittsburgh, Fri- 
day (24), with two new vocalists, 
Lee Johnson and Dolores. 

Singer Faye Parker expected to 
return to Maurice Spitalny’s band 
after becoming mother, isn’t and 





| Elaine Beverly has taken her place. 





Negro Jitterbugs Beyond Control 





Washington Event with Louis Armstrong and Charlie 
Barnet Needs Police Reserves 





Draft-Proof Band 


Cleveland, July 28. 

So many cafe orchestras are 
being raided by the Army that 
Al Mack, nitery emcee, is round- 
ing up the oldest swing musi- 
cians in the local union to or- 
ganize a draft-proof dance band. 

Ten-piece outfit to include La- 
Verne and Dee, nitery song duo, 
in their orchestral bow, 


Standing Up 
In Trains Hard 


On Musicians 














Transportation by train for trav- 
eling bands is becoming almost im- 
possible. For those outfits clinging 
to movement by rail because of 
worn tires jumps are murderous on 
morale, particularly on one-night 
trips. Musicians in better bands 
could formerly rely on a fairly good 


night’s sleep in a Pullman, but not 
any more. 


Two outstanding examples of ithe 
stamina it now takes to work the 
road by rail is in events that hit 
the Phil Harris and Dick Jurgens 
bands. Harris, now at the Para- 
mount theatre, N. Y., rode his men 
all night from Pittsburgh to N. Y. 
in a coach. Though the outfit had 
secured first class accommodations 
there simply wasn’t room for them 
in sleepers. On five one-nighters in 
Ohio preceding the Stanley the sit- 
uation was worse. On those trips, 
according to Harris, his men had to 
stand frequently. 


Dick Jurgens played in Bridge- 
port, Conn., past Sunday (26) and 
immediately after trained into New 
York for transcription and record- 
ing dates before opening at Frank 
Dailey’s Meadowbrook, Cedar Grove, 
N. J., next Tuesday (4). The leader 
and his entourage were forced to 
stand all the way in. 

Train travel presents other haz- 
ards, too. Ray McKinley hopped 
from Boston to Asbury Park for a 
date Sunday (26) at Convention 
Hall. Outfit changed trains in 
New York, got to the job on time, 
but found no instruments. Whoever 
had charge of the detail had for- 
gotten to have the horns transferred 
at N. Y. Bandsmen were forced to 
round up instruments from wher- 
ever they could get them. Fortu- 
nately they were able to do so. 


Washington, July 28. 
Griffith Stadium’s battle of musie 
(23) involving Charlie Barnet’s 
band and that of Louis (‘Satchmo’) 
Armstrong turned into a battle royal 
with 75 policemen summoned to sub- 
due unruly jitterbugs. Trouble started 


when some of the 18,000 who packed 
the grandstand leaped over the 
fences and surrounded the musicians 
on the bandstand erected around 
second base. 

Customers in the $1.10 seats com- 
plained that the field strollers were 
blocking their view. Willie Bryant, 
who served as master of ceremonies, 
announced that the barrage of 
melody and swing would stop unless 
the ebullient dancers returned to 
their seats. This brought pop bot- 
tles from the upper deck of the 
stands. Soon battles started, and the 
police reserves were hastily 
summoned. Lines were strung out- 
side the diamond and the service- 
men present helped the police round 
up the close-up throng behind the 
barriers. Later they broke through 
, again and the barrage of pop bottles 
resumed and the field cluttered. 
Emcee Bryant appealed: “This is the 
first time our race has ever been 
able to get Griffith Stadium for an 
affair of this sort. Let’s not make it 
the last time.” No use. Sixteen 
were nabbed by the cops for dis- 
orderly co# uct, taken to the hoose- 
| gow where they posted $5 each. Six 
more went to Freedman's hospital 
for treatment of minor injuries. One 
bottle thrower was nicked for $25. 

Promoters gave it up and turned 
off the lights about 11:30 p.m., after 
a delayed 9 p.m. start. Armstrong's 
band is the idol of the colered belt 
since he played the President’s Ball 
last January. Barnet also has big 
jitterbug following. There were no 
refunds for noisy patrons who de- 
manded ‘money back.’ Likely that 
Griffith Stadium will be denied 
future promotions of this kind unless 
the sponsors provide police details 
capable of controlling crowds who 
turn out for these musical fisticuffs. 


LOU LEVY GETS 4-F, 
RESUMES BUSINESS 


Lou Levy, manager of the Andrews 
Sisters and owner of Leeds Musie, 
and several other catalogs, was re- 
jected for service in the Army last 
week after a physical examination. 
Tumor on his arm placed him in 
a 4-F classification. 

Levy had made al! preparations 
for service. Marty Melcher was to 
have directed the Andrews trio while 
his brother, George Levy and 
Mickey Goldsen were to have run 
|} the music firms. 




















Lyric by Andy Razaf 





MILLER MUSIC, INC. 


[t's The Novelty Rhythm Scoop Of The Year I 


MASSACHUSETTS 


Music by Lucky Roberts 


ts 


1629 Broadway, New York 





Stepping Right Out—Watch It Grow J 


PUT-PUT-PUT 


(Your Arms Around Me) 
Words and music by Al Hoffman, Mann Curtis, Jerry Livingston 
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42 ORCHESTRAS—MUSIC 


VARIETY 





Wednesday, July 29, '1942 





NBC, CBS, Blue, Mutual Plugs 


Following tabulation of popular music performances embraces all four 
networks—NBC, CBS, Blue and Mutual—as represented by WEAF, WJZ, 
WABC and WOR, N. Y. Compilation herewith covers week beginning 
Monday through Sunday (July 20-26) from 5 p.m. to 1 am., and ts 
based on data provided by Accurate Reporting Service regular source for 
music publishing industry. 





TITLE PUBLISHER TOTAL 
Jingle Jangle Jingle oe eccccccoce ecccccceres Paramount ...--eeeererreee 40 
eae ee ere ey on. issn sees 31 
Wear Pair Silver Wings.................. oBROwITO 2.000. ccercsseevees 30 
DL. sch dia tes hee Thebid axle 4198s scancaee Me: 264 gag cdverepiaet 25 
**Left My Heart at Canteen...........++++ APMY woccceeccoesseeeeee® os 
This Worth Fighting | ere ere T ee eer er errs 24 
ee vcs eas vanoiws von nk bo 600070 Se ctins Ge ee paeee 23 
Be Careful My Heart—7‘Holiday Inn’...... eS cnn tig bake Se aeNS - 
Do You Miss Sweetheart. :.........ee+eeee Masementik ; 5... kcaserces ee 21 
One Dozen Roses........cicccccveccscsvece Famous .......eeecrcccccee 21 
Conchita Lopez—t‘Priorities on Parade’.... famous ........-0-+08000 . 18 
Ne ey er re errs rr TTT eee Te Chappell: .......cceseceees ; a 
Somebody’s Thinking You Tonight.......... maa». . sds dace eaters | 
“Strictly Instrumental... ...cccccseccesvces a 2 eee Pe 
Oe es Bn NR hc ds cons dese es cee eee rere SZ. Cammsieell.....c.ecccees . 16 
*Who Wouldn't Love You.............see EE NS TEE AAS * 16 
Always in Heart—t‘Always in Heart’....... Remick ........000+0eeee8 . 15 
Here You Are—t‘My Gal Sal’.........---+» Robbins ......0-0:e-eeeeee 15 
PEE Is oo bic enced dye seeses be ecds9 te os Seo eee 15 
Diy DOVOUOR. .. ceccctvovecesocvcescseneses ON SE yee ee ee eae 
Thfee Little Gisters... 60s cc esse deccouscaes ee Serer . 16 
GOPECY BOUMCR cr cece cscs citvcecsccccescave ig ee a ee . 14 
Fohnny Doughboy 2... cccoscsccssccccevess CrawfOrd .....c-ceccecove an 
I Met Her On Monday.............% Meeewcrs |” ES Rea ey ee > a 
Midsummer Matinee......... Co ccsveneccecs OE I ee te . 10 
At Last—7‘Orchestra Wives’ .............++ OE Re see ae a= 
me OR go eer eee rr eee ECG Rees a 
Don’t Sit Apple Tree......... PYURT UR Tay ek ES SP AE RP << e 
Singing Sands Alamosa .........-..++++++ (SR a celal Ee . 9 
*When Lights Go on Again.............-- ERAS Sop cet Me 1 ae os 
Wonder When Baby Coming.............-- Se ee ee ee il 
Py ag) a a Gl: SO eer r eee oon iste ks eet .g 
COT CARL BSS - TERIRIAREOIO 5 os occ ces ceececacevs gi ee ee i 
Bee BY GUY... ec icecevceccecerevcccosers ES i ER a CaP re 
SENN MUNN > os i Foc bo ks ok reo eece heer rhs SS i leh Ra at a 8 
Just Plain Lonesome—t‘My Favorite Spy’.. Mayfair T..........0c00e008 8 
oy Ee Ee o. Ser o rrr e eae eee re Na poe . £ 
PAUL DR POO. GR BOs bocce iccecnecccccaseecesos Te as See ed a 
My Gal Sal—t‘My Gal Sal’................. Paull-Pioneer ..........+: —. 
NE, SPE S ics bres rise haehecd chest S50 ORD GMD. hy 3cs Aiesisacrenee 7 
APIAY BIT CORPS. on i cep cece cccccncescees 7 Nr Sees 6 
Came Bere Tale fOF JOC... cect es cece RIG so casi tak. odaterke 6 
UE TD UE HUES oo icc Nic cece iasecces Oe Ed Signin . 6 
ind) | ae | ER ae POUUINS iis cwewe corres sbees 6 
*Somewhere Sometime..................... Beverly 6 
A Boy In Khaki ........ Nic eceeE cn) eh cx daee chreevedea Te 
Careless Rhapsody..............00: | rr oe 
oe eee Eee eee 0” A Nees cr 5 
CUNO MPN nee a ebdaes Ss ce Sse sc oi LOIID. ca dekéscoionccecs 5 ia 
Heavenly Hideaway................ 5 rch Sk CI a CM h ea che ae BS tal ack Reels te 
I'll Keep Lovelight Burning................ ee PEO rere re Tr . 3 
*Little Bo Peep Lost Jeep.................. SRA ree rene, © aat 
eS ee eS ee ee PRIA Ba aa 5 
Mamas with Moolah..................... Pe A MEN OG dine e ME ao a 
That Old Sweetheart of Mine............. PU UNEE 72.5, Viva cas 0.8% ky caw en . @ 





* Indicates BMI licensing; others are via ASCAP. + Filmusical, 
** ‘This Is the Army’ publishing subsid, licensed freely to all users. 


CEO. MARLO TO FRONT 
FOR DORSEY MUSIC CO. 


George Marlo will become profes- 
sional manager of the Dorsey Broth- | supervisor for the midwestern dis- 
ers Publishing Co., now in the pro-|'tict of ASCAP, succeeding R. W. 
cess of being formed by the bandlead- nome, now 8 Heutenant, Junior 





Wooden Succeeds Rome At 
ASCAP; Latter Into Navy 


John C. Wooden has been named 





; Grade, U.S. Navy. Wooden was for- 
ing brothers who made up recently. merly district manager for ASCAP 
Marlo was for two years professinoal | with headquarters in Des Moines. 





He will be succeeded in Des Moines 
|by Martin Meltzer, formerly of 
| ASCAP’s New York staff. 

Lieut. Rome went to Chicago early 
this year from Boston, where he was 
|in charge of the Society’s office cov- 
ering New England. He is at present 
in training at Northwestern Univer- 
sity, prior to entering active service 
in the Navy. 


manager of BMI, but left recently to 
enter the Army. He was rejected on 
his application for a commission. 
Offices of the new company will 
be in the space now occupied by 
Tommy Dorsey’s Embassy and Yan- 
kee firms, which will continue sep- 
arately under Jack Johnstone. 


























Beer Pails for Victory 


Milwaukee, July 28. 

When invitations went out for the 
}annual picnic of the Milwaukee 
| Musicians’ Association, Local No. 8, 
AFM (AFL), all comers were asked 
|to bring their own tin pails out of 
which to drink free beer. 

When the barrels had all been 
emptied, Vollmer Dahlstrand, union 


AMERICAN MUSIC, Ine. | chief, ordered the 1,000 tin buckets 











| 
‘The Song Of The Hour’ | 
|| NEED AMERICA | 
| (America Needs Me) 
| 
| 


kk * 
All Material Available 


@® BAND 
@ DANCE ORCH. 
@ VOCAL—3 KEYS 


9153 Sunset Blvd. thrown into a huge bin—a contribu- 
Hollywood, Calif. tion to the tin salvage drive to help 
| defeat the Axis. 


r—COMING UP FAST!— 
POUND YOUR TABLE POLKA 


RECORDED BY: 
® MARY MARTIN and HORACE HEIDT—Coiumbia 
® LAWRENCE WELK—Decca 
© RENE MUSETTE—Victor 
® BARRY SISTERS—Standard 


@ Professional copies available. Orchestration by JACK MASON r 


COLONIAL MUSIC PUB. CO., Inc, °° Wert * Sf... Now York. S. ¥. 


Branch: 
JiM DURKIN, Mor. 7016 Melrose Ave., Hollywood, Cal. 








































London Best Sellers 


(Week Ending July 10) 





10 Best Sellers on Coin-Machines 





‘Green Was My Valley’. .Maurice 
‘Heart of Texas’ Southern M. C., 
‘Miss You’...Campbell, Connelly 
‘Anniversary Waltz....Chappell 
‘Warsaw Concerto’........ Keith 


‘Rocking Dream Boat’.Chappell | 14 respective publishers.) 














6. Brother Bill (2) (Cherio)..... 


JUKEBOX OPS: 


Idaho (2) (Mills).........009% 





10. Three Little Sisters (9) (Santily) 


Cleveland, July 28. 
Experiment originated here by as- 
sociation of juke-box operators, that 
of picking a ‘Hit Tune of the Month’ 


niteries also giving it a strong ride, 


4. Sweet Eloise (4) (Shapiro)............ 


HIT-PUSHING BY 5. Sleepy Lagoon (14) Chappell).......... 


| 8. Johnny Doughboy (11) (Crawford)..... 
SPREADS 9. All I Need Is You (2) Miller........... 


eee ewes 


(Records below are grabbing most nickels this week in jukeboxes 
throughout the country, as reported by operators io ‘Variety,’ 
of more than one band or vocalist after the title indicates, in order of 
popularity, whose recordings are being played. 
parenthesis indicate the number of weeks each song has been in the lisiings 


Names 


Figures and names in 


‘Don’t Want Walk’... ‘Victoria 1, Jingle Jangle (11) (Paramount)......... 5 Kay Kyser........ Columbia 
‘How About You?’.......... Sun ) Freddy Martin........ a 
‘Love With the Girl’.. Bradbury 2. Who Wouldn’t Love You (6) (Maestro).. {Kay Kyser........Columbia 
‘No Laughing Matter’...... Dash ( Inkspots AY ‘ghedganys eben 
‘Blues in the Night’....Chappell 3. One Dozen Roses (11) (Famous)..... ie. Dick Jurgens.......... Okeh 

i | Harry James......Columbia 
‘Tangerine’ ........0+- Chappell 


{Glenn Miller.......Bluebird 


"(Kay Kyser........Columbia 

{ Harry James..,...Columbia 

l\ Jimmy Dorsey........ Decca 

{ Charlie Spivak......... Okeh 

er a \Tony Pastor.......Bluebird 
[AlviNG: BWevi....s.. Bluebird 

Laon eRe | Benny Goodman. .Columbia 
{Kenny Baker......... Decca 

reoee? ) es GIs os 3506 0% Capitol 

{ Ella Fitzgerald........ Decca 


{ Vaughn Monroe.....Bluebird 
l Andrews Sisters...... Decca 


OTHER FAVORITES 
(These records are directly below first 10 in popularity. 
number of weeks in parenthesis are fading, others gaining.) 


Tunes with 


in advance for heavy exploitation on | Jersey Bounce (21) (Lewis)............ cevey enn ee v++es-Okeh 
their nickle machines, has proven UJimmy Dorsey........ Decca 
u clicko that it is being adopted P , P ; K Kyser........ . ‘ 
te Cincinnati's news formed union | Wears Pair Silver Wings (Shapiro)....... , oS _ Lage poe ar 
of wax-platter promoters. : ' 
Sam Abrams, secretary of the | Take Me (BVC) ............00.08. SF eGe rere fre Guan eae 
Cleveland Phonograph Merchants y mp u a 
Association, was borrowed by the| This Worth Fighting For (Harms).......... j Jimmy Dorsey........ Decca 
Cincinnati organization with all ex- PeReee GEROTEs sacs. Columbia 
enses paid to work out a similar s , 
Hit an setup for it. Cincinnati |Mary’s Grand Old Name (Vogel)......... : £ tending pc Thee ‘: pose 
now has 50 operators, compared to|_ . ; ‘ 
65 in Cleveland. Strictly Instrumental (Cherio).......... occ. UREee GAMO... Columbia 
Pinte Pigg apc Redd ~ yi my be When Baby’s Coming Home (Crawford).... fumed remind oi hdtat liad sr 
; ’ = : : F DVO. cccccecve to 
boxes, which gross an estimated $3,- ’ se ; 
000,000 annually. Since the ‘H. T. O.|Keep Lovelight Burning (Remick)......... tr; ao. igen one 
M.’ plan was tried out in the last = / teens thie 
year, according to Abrams, operators’ | Ferris Wheel (Melodylane).............se« SA vino ee Bluebird 
profits have jumped 100% jn addi- {| Russ Morgan.......... Decca 
tion to boosting the sale of all phono-/| Strip Polka (Mercer) ...........cccccceues ..Johnny Mercer...... Capitol 
graph records in music stores. Pro- s es ie 
prietors of the latter have been more | My Devotion (Santly) ................. : any hi 2 * Oeaae 
than cooperative, plugging the se- BUSES + sees cee ial 
lected platter with window displays, | Knock Me Kiss (Leeds)....... dieu heidebets $0 —. = il ae 
posters and pushing sales of that }Gene Krupa.......Columbia 
song’s sheet music. ; : {Tommy Dorsey....... Victor 
Bandmasters at radio stations and | Just Though You Were Here (Yankee)...... | Russ Morgan.......... Decca 





Association officials refuse to reveal 
what type of crystal bowl they use 
in basing their calculations on 
whether their choices, made two 
weeks in advance, will become ithe 
best-seller of the next month. So 
far they say their predictions have 
come true 80% of the time. 

For the month of July they placed | * ; 2 ; 
‘Jingle Jangle’ in the No. 1 slot of | ington Star apologized for running 
their 4,000 automatic song machines, | 2" ad stating that suds would be 
and began plugging it about May 15.| served at 10 cents a glass, 15 cents 
For August the C.P.M.A. is banking | a mug. 
on ‘My Devotion’ to hit the jackpot | Arena had the foaming brew on its 
in all its outlets. Four recordings | third night. 
are being used—made by the King Jack Coffey and his 13 piece or- 
Sisters, Jimmy Dorsey, Vaughan | 
Monroe and Charles Spivak. largest dancing arena. Floor show 

After checking the Cincinnati ex-| is emceed by Pat Murphy with five 
periment which is being handled by | acts entertaining. Accordionist Ida 
Jack Cavanaugh, Leo Dixon, head of | May Clarke is playing the organ and 
the Ohio State association, intends to when she gets roller skates may cir- 
extend the ‘Hit Tune of Month’ idea culate with her squeeze box among 
to juke-box circles in BuffalowDetroit | the 300 tables. 
and Philadelphia, which are inter- | 
ested. 


Ice Rink Now Hoofery 


Washington, July 28. 
Uline’s ice arena became a beer 
garden last week but without any 
lager for the opening night. 














| ARNSTEIN REQUEST DENIED 


MILLS NOVELTY SUPPLIES) «si in nis v. ¥. reaerat court copy. 


John Bright. 


; Arnstein sought a new 
Chicago, July 28. trial, 


‘errors of fact and 
_ Windy City’s biggest scrap offers newly discovered evidence of fraud. 
ing of war was made last week by | ae 

Fred Mills, president of Mills Nov-| Arnstein’s 
elty Co., who threw metal innards of 
his uncompleted vending and amuse- 
ment machines, weighing nearly 1,080 
tons, into the nation’s scrap pile. 

Mills estimated face value of dis- 
carded parts at $500,000. Metals in- 
clude steel, iron and magnetic steel, 
with some copper, brass, nickel and 
chromium. Manufacture of these 
automatic vending machines has, of 
course, been discontinued for the du- 
ration. 

New scrap collection drive started 
in Chicago last Monday, and the 
Mills parts earmarked to the WPB 
buying agency in Chicago repre- 
sented the first large donation. Many 
more are expected from mid-west 


claiming 


suit, 
month, had claimed infringement by 


BMI’s melodies including ‘I Hear a 
Rhapsody,’ ‘Yours,’ ‘Perfidia,’ ‘Fre- 
nesi’ and ‘It All Comes Back to Me 
Now.’ Judge Bright’s opinion on 
Arnstein’s petition for renewal 
stated ‘There are no new facts re- 
vealed to warrant a new trial.’ 





Ralph Rainger and Leo Robin 
cleffing the score for ‘Very Hot in 
Haiti’ at Paramount, 





Robert Emmett Dolan draws scor- 
ing job on ‘Happy Go Lucky’ at 
Paramount. 


Wash- | 
License was fixed up andj} 


chestra are playing in the South's | 


‘ight suit against Broadcast Music, | 
1,000 TONS SALVAGE Tne, we Prowse last ail pea Jahes 


dismissed last | 





Free Orchestrations For 


Services Not Necessary, 
Say General, Admiral 


Free sheet music and orchestra- 
tions for men in uniform is no longer 
a ‘moral obligation,’ according to 
|comment by General Frederick H. 
| Osborn, chief of morale, and Rear 
| Admiral Jacobs of the Navy, both 
lof whom have notified Harry Fox, 
of the Music Publishers Protective 
Assn., that funds are generously ear- 
marked for trainees for such pur- 
poses. 

This ruling became necessary in 
the face of a diminishing business 
(priorities on records, the Petrillo 
scare, mounting printing costs, etc.), 





| 
| 
| 
| 
| 








and the Government's _ officials 
agreed that corps areas and naval 


bases have special funds available 
for orchestral supplies, music and 
musical instruments, etc. 








Ira Gershwin, Yip Harburg and 
Arthur Schwartz sold their song 
‘Honorable Moon,’ to Warners for 
‘Princess O’Rourke.’” 




















manufacturers who are unable to 





utilize their products for the dura- 
tion. 








Sam_ Fox’s musical staff, under 
Louis DeFrancesco’s direction, pro- | 
duced the score for ‘United We 
Stand,’ 20th Century-Fox’s docu- | 


HARRY JAMES (COL.) 











mentary film. 


“STRICTLY INSTRUMENTAL” 


RECORDED BY 


JERRY WALD (DECCA) 
CHERIO MUSIC PUBLISHERS, INC. 


BOB CHESTER (BLUEBIRD) 




















Own PR VE oom 


i 














res 
nes 
of 
in 
ngs 


bia 
>tor 
bia 
cca 
ceh 
bia 
ird 
ibia 
bia 
cca 
keh 
ird 
ird 
bia 
cca 
itol 
cca 
ird 
ird 
cca 


ith 


reh 
cca 
bia 
ird 
cca 
bia 
cca 
bia 
cca 
tor 
bia 

cca 
tor 
eh 

tor 

ird 

Ca 

tol 

cca 
tor 


cca 


bia 
tor 
cca 


al 


‘a- 
er 
to 


ar 
th 
x, 


ir- 
ir- 


in 
25S 
llo 


als 
ral 
le 
nd 


nd 
ng 
or 


MW 








on 














Wednesday, July 29, 1942 


VARIETY 


MUSIC 43 





Inside Stuff—Music 


Decca has brought out a peach album of Irving Berlin’s ‘Holiday Inn’ 
score, 12 sides, with Bing Crosby and Fred Astaire re-creating their songs 
from the Paramount filmusical, with strong assists by the Bob Crosby and 
John Scott Trotter orchestras, the Music Maids & Hal, Margaret Lenhart 
and the Ken Darby Singers, all of the original cast. It’s almost a sound- 
track on wax, with ‘the Groaner’ and Astaire vocalizing and tapstering, 
plus whistling, ad libs and asides by Crosby, with Miss Lenhart for fur- 
ther assist in ‘Ill Capture Your Heart.’ It’s a prolific score, certain of 
producing a number of sock Berlin hits which should make even the Ber- 
lin, Inc., v._p. and g.m., Saul Bornstein, happy. For good measure there 
are ‘Easter Parade’ and ‘Lazy,’ two Berlin standards. 

That crack about Bornstein is no Tin Pan Alley secret, since the Berlin, 
Inc., gm. feels—and rightly—that his job is to also turn out commercial 
song hits, in between Berlin’s altruistic contributions as poet laureate and 
ex-officio chansonier to the White House, with all sorts of bond, Red 
Cross, defense, armament, patriotic and soldier show tunes, the rights to 
which he gives away in one form or another. 








While ‘Stage Door Canteen’ is the No. 1 plug of ‘This Is the Army,’ the 
manner in* which ‘With My Head in the Clouds’ is selling in the lobby 
cues that as the surprise hit of the Irving Berlin soldier show. ‘This Is 
the Army, Mr. Jones’ is also a good lobby seller. The general pull cannot 
be gauged, since ‘Canteen’ is the No. 1 plug, and for a time the only song 
radio-released. Now the score will be radio-loosened more generally. 
‘Canteen’ has gone some 40,000 copies already. It’s expected that when 
the recordings get around, even if the radio plugging still focuses most 
of the attention on ‘Canteen,’ that the rest of the score will assert itself. 

Incidentally, ‘This Time,’ like ‘I Hate to Get Up in the Morning’ and 
‘Mandy,’ which were interpolated into the soldier show, are not radio- 
restricted, since Berlin, Inc., publishes these, whereas the others are 
owned and copyrighted by This Is the Army, Inc., Publishing Division. 





N. Y. Herald Tribune in a copyrighted dispatch from its London bureau 
reports that the BBC is banning ‘slushy and sentimental’ tunes in favor of 
virile and robust music. BBC claimed to have tested listener reaction 
before deciding to ‘delete henceforth any anemic,, debilitated, over-senti- 
mental and offensive tunes,’ as well as any numbers based on standard 
classical works. Publishers have been asked to submit any numbers 
which seem doubtful and all dance programs will have to be okayed 
before being aired . 

Ban, if effective, is expected to have a revolutionary affect on popular 
music in England since about 25% of all pop tunes will be affected by the 
new regulations. 





Lieut. Wallace Imhoff, an aviator in the last war, and now a galvan- 
izing expert in defense plants, brought in a pop song, ‘Here Comes 
America,’ to Mrs, A. J. Stasny, which caused that musi¢ publisher to call 
in Joe Meyer for professional refurbishing. It’s now being plugged. Lieut. 
Imhoff, meantime, has earmarked some 100,000 copies for gratis distribu- 
tion to workers in the various defense plants. A blank fly-leaf permits 
the respective industrials to imprint a specific ad, as part of the musico- 
ad plug among their own staffs 





Shapiro, Bernstein & Co. has become the sole owner of the renewal 
rights to the song. ‘Any Little Girl That's a Nice Little Girl’ through 
a settlement with the Fred Fisher Music Co. The late Fred Fisher, who 
wrote the melody of the number, had put forth the claim that he had 
the right to his part of the renewal rights, while Shapiro-Bernstein con- 
tended that ‘Little Girl’ was written while Fisher was under an employ- 
ment contract to him. The late Thomas J. Gray wrote the words. 





Mose Gumble, vet music exploiteer, heads to the Coast on a four-week 
junket fortified with some 60 Witmark, Harms and Remick standards, on 
which he has been specializing. Special ‘revival’ campaign is going out 
on the 33-year-old Gus Edwards pop, ‘By the Light of the Silvery Moon,’ 
and ‘Give Me Something to Remember You By,’ a not so old Arthur 
Schwartz-Howard Dietz ballad, will get a revitalization campaign, pre- 
sumably because of its wartime connotation, although it’s essentially a 
ballad. 





Federal Bureau of Investigation has been asked to investigate musician 
in a Washington orchestra suspected of being a Nazi under cover worker. 


Fellow melody makers became suspicious when he was continually prais- 


ing Hitler and expressing a hope for an Axis victory. Investigation dis- 
closed that he got his union card under an alias and had a questionable 
record. When he announced that he was trying to get admitted to the 


Navy, entire matter was reported to FBI and investigation is now under | 


way. 


Elliott Shapiro (-Bernstein & Co., Inc.) has been doisg an intensive | 
renewal campaign of old song copyrights, paying the original writers | 
and/or their estates fancy fees running as high as $10,000 and $15,000 | 


for worthy standard song material. 

While Pvt. Bob Lissauer is in the service, now on detached 
with the music publishing adjunct of ‘This Is the Army,’ his Loeb-Lissauer 
Pub. Co. is being operated by John Jacob Loeb, his partner; Ted Gurian, 
his business manager, and Banjo Santly, in charge of the professional end. 


Notes 


Abe Mever supervises music for 
the Jerry Brandt production, ‘Scat- 
tergood Swings It.’ 








Music 


Dr. Miklos Rozsa’s score for Alex- 
ander Korda’s ‘Jungle Book’ will be 
Published by Mills Music Co. 





Constantin Bakaleinikoff recording; Lux Lewis signed by Walter 
the score for “The Big Street’ at} Lantz (Universal) to write musical 
RKO. | backgrounds for cartoons. 

Sam Cahn and Jule Styne writing, Victor Young, on loanout from 
songs for ‘Johnny Doughboy’ at Re-| Paramount, scoring ‘The Flying 


public. 


BROWN AT ASTOR ROOF 
IN MID-SEPTEMBER 


Les Brown's orchestra has been 
signed to continue the season of the 
Astor Roof, New York, beyond its 


normal run. Brown opens some- 
where between Sept. 12 and 19 and 
the length of his stay is indefinite. 
This will be the band’s first stand 
at a Broadway location since reach- 
ing name stature. 


Astor has for several years voiced 
an intention to run past its usual 
Labor Day closing, but this is first 
time it’s been carried through. Good 
business due to transportation diffi- 
culties is probably responsible. 
Alvino Rey-King Sisters outfit is 
current, Harry James follows, then 
Brown. 


E. C. MILLS NOW 
SPA GEN'L MGR. 








E. C. Mills, ex-general manager 
and chairman of the executive com- 
mittee of ASCAP, joins the Song- 
writers Protective Association imme- 
diately in the newly created post of 
general manager. The announcement 
of Mills’ new affiliation bombshelled 
last night’s (Tues.) meeting of 400 
SPA members at the Hotel Park Cen- 
tral, N. Y. They had gathered pri- 
marily to hear talks by representa- 
tives of the Army, Navy, Air Force, 
Office of War Information and sun- 
dry legislators about the role of the 
songwriter in this war. 

Mills’ new job will not conflict 
with his ASCAP retirement ar- 
rangement, which pays him $35,000 
for one year, providing he does not 
engage ‘in any activity inimical to 
the Society. ASCAP execs are 
known to have blessed his move to 
SPA. However, some publishers are 
wondering what will happen once 
Mills gets past his one-year retire- 
ment deal. As things now stand, 
ASCAP is practically financing the 
SPA acquisition of Mills—and the 
current SPA membership drive, 
which aims at a Guild shop ticket 
with thé publishers—since the SPA 
council, which meets next week, will 
probably award Mills a modest 





duty 


Alfred and Jeni LeGon sold their 
tune, ‘Spring,’ to Metro. 





_Leo Robin and Ralph Rainger as- 
signed to clef ditties for ‘Calgary 
Stampede’ at Paramount. 





Henry Myers and Jay Gorney pre- 
paring the score for ‘Merry-Go- 
Round’ at Columbia. 


Tigers’ at Republic. 





Mills Music, Inc., has sold the title 
‘and syne rights of its current No. 1 





David Buttolph drew the scoring 








writing musical 
‘Silver Queen’ at 


Edward Ward 
backgrounds for 
‘ Paramount. 











tune, ‘Idaho,’ to Republic Pictures. 


job on ‘Wake Island’ at Paramount. 





WALKING 
THE FLOOR 
OVER YOU 


(Decca 





With Bob Crosby’s Bob Cats (Decca 18371) 
Ernest Tubb (Decca 5958) Dick Robertson 


AMERICAN MUSIC, Inc. 


Bing Crosby 


(Okeh 6496) 


$153 Sunset Bivd., 
Hollywood 


4189) Bob Atcher 





stipend aimed primarily at binding 
|his deal with them. Also, Mills is 
jreportedly not anxious for a lusty 
|'SPA wage right now, which would 





Brazilian Composers Finally Get 
Set on Performance Collections 





Gotta Good Band, You 
Can Get On a Network 


Hollywood, July 28. 

Taking advantage of professional 
praise being showered on Capt. 
Eddie Dundstediter’s air force band 
at nearby Santa Ana, NBC will take 
a show from the camp for a weekly 
spin. Talent aside from the musical 
portion will be drawn from the 
ranks of flyers-in-the-making. 

Production setup brings several 
NBC’ites back to roost. Privates Ben 
Gage and Hal Gibney, recent NBC 
announcers, will function in that 
capacity, and Capt. Robert McAn- 
drews, late coast sales promotion 
head for the net, will look after 
publicity for the program. Capt. 
Frederick Hazlitt Brennan, mag 
writer, whips out the scripts. 


DECCA WAXING ‘ARMY’ 
SONG ALBUM THIS WEEK 


Decca Records began recording’ 
eight tunes from the soldier-staffed 
‘This Is the Army’ yesterday (Tues.) 
for release in an album. Irving 
Berlin, who wrote the show’s music 
and sings in the show, the Army 











fband of 50 pieces which plays in 


the pit, and a choral group, approx- 
imately 160 people in all, are being 
used on the discs. 


Decca found that the Broadway 
theatre, which houses the show, 
wasn’t acoustically suited to record- 
ings, so the work is being done at 
WOR’s New York studios atop the 
New Amsterdam theatre. Second 
four sides are to be cut tomorrow 
(Thurs.), only four having been got- 
ten in the first day. 





put him in the income tax 
brackets. 

Aside from sparking the SPA mem- 
bership drive, Mills will concentrate 
on setting up reciprocal deals with 
groups similar to SPA in England, 
Australia, South Africa and Canada, 
so as to cover all English language 
songwriters. At the same time, sim- 
ilar negotiations will be aimed at 
Latin-American songwriters groups, 
so as to provide hemispheric repre- 
sentation and protection. 


high 





Brazilian composers, who were 
split for years over the question of 
royalty collections, have finally de- 
cided to live together and, under 
governmental guidance, have set-up 
the Union of Brazilian Composers 
to handle collections. 

Original difference of opinion, 
over collections, a perennial bone of 
contention among all. musicmen, 
started about five years ago when a 
group of composers pulled out of 
the Society of Brazilian Authors of 
the Theatre, which collected grand 
rights and had a reciprocal agree- 
ment with ASCAP, to start the As- 
sociation of Brazilian Composers 


and Authors to collect small rights. 

ABCA did all right locally but 
was stymied in the U. S. A. by the 
SBAT deal with ASCAP. Therefor, 
in 1941, both groups called on Wally 
Downey, a Yank well known in 
Brazil, to negotiate a new deal with 
ASCAP; the idea being to eventually 
merge both groups and use one rep- 
resentative in U.S.A. ASCAP agreed 
and sent contracts to both Brazil- 
ian groups only to run into re- 
verberations of its then current 
scrap. with Broadcast Music, Inc., 
which resulted’ in SBAT canceling 
its original ASCAP deal and enter- 
ing into an agreement with the 
American Performing Rights So- 
ciety, a Ralph Peer promotion which 
cleared through BMI. 


Downey then set up a reciprocal 
deal between ASCAP and ABCA 
which went into effect Jan. 1, 1942. 
With the ASCAP-BMI peace SBAT 
found itself shut out of the lucra- 
tive small rights and failed in an 
attempt to kill the ABCA-ASCAP 
deal in the Brazilian courts. This 
brought the Brazilian propaganda 
ministry into the scene and resulted 
in the SBAT members resigning to 
join ABCA in the newly formed 


UBC. 
As things stand now UBC collects 
small rights and has deal with 


ASCAP. Grand rights continue to 
clear through SBAT until that out- 
fit’s deal with APRS, which has a 
couple of years to run, folds. Then 
a new deal for grand rights will be 
negotiated with ASCAP. 





Harold Arlen and Johnny Mercer 


wrote ‘Dreamland,’ to be sung in 
‘Star Spangled Rhythm’ at Para- 
mount. 




















You 


and neighbors. 





FOR THE RELIEF OF JAPANESE-HELD PRISONERS OF WAR 


Musical instruments and music of every kind are desperately needed to 
relieve the DULL and EMPTY DESPAIR of our heroic defenders of 
BATAAN, WAKE and CORREGIDOR 


THEATRES... BALLROOM 
MGHTCLUBS . .. HOTELS. 


You Have a Job To Do! 


Can Arouse Musical America to Give Musical Aid! 


It’s the Only Way to Help Them to Forget! 


The WAR PRISONERS’ AID of the WORLD’S YMCAs has prepared a 
campaign FOR YOU ...a DRIVE TO SEND AT LEAST 1,000 MUSICAL 
INSTRUMENTS on the next International RED CROSS STEAMSHIP 
bound for Japan to prisoners of war who may be your friends, relatives 


Your Immediate Cooperation Is Imperative! 


For COMPLETE INFORMATION, Write or Wire 
MEYER DAVIS, National Chairman, YMCA MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS 


COMMITTEE 


225 West 57th Street, New York 


more than 30,000 of them! 


—_ 
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A. C. Niteries Get Further Orders 
To Tone Down; More Hotels to Army 





Atlantic City, July 28. 

This resort’s nite spots were told 
to turn off the heat beginning Satur- 
day night (26) by Special Deputy 
Police Chief Arthur Higbee. He or- 
dered the detective bureau to swing 
into action against ‘all indecent 
shows’ as part of the Army-inspired 
campaign against vice. Police have 
been assigned to virtually every re- 
sort night club, both northside and 
southside, with orders to censor all 
performances. ‘G-String’ perform- 
ances were the first casualties. 

While nitery entertainers will not 
be expected to don bloomers, police 
have been instructed to ‘draw the 
line somewhere in regard to scanty 
costumes.’ 

Female impersonators as entertain- 
ers ‘are out,’ the police chief said. 
‘They must not appear in any local 
entertainment places.’ 

Arrests, fines, and revocation of li- 
censes will be the penalty for viola- 
tions. 

This warning follows that given by 
Prosecutor Harry R. Coulomb to 
night club operators to ‘adhere to 3 
dont’s’ when dealing with soldiers in 
this resort. They are: 

Don’t sell enough liquor to soldiers 
to let them become intoxicated. 

Don’t permit any designing females 
to molest men in uniform. 

Don’t permit known gamblers or 
other shady character to become 
familiar with soldiers. 

The prosecutor declared that these 
corrective measures will be enforced 
with aid of Sheriff and Police Chief. 


Hotels in Army 


Hotel Shelburne, Knickerbocker 
Senator and Lafayette were taken 
over by the Army Wednesday (22). 
Air Force members have moved im. 

Hotel Shelburne, internationally 
known, was the summer home for 
many years of ‘Diamond’ Jim Brady, 
Lillian Russell and Victor Herbert. 
George M. Cohan wrote many of his 
musicals there. 

Carolina Crest, side avenue hostel- 
ry, was taken by Army Air Force on 
Thursday (23). 

Strand hotel, Colton-Manor and 
Knights of Columbus hotels today 
(Tuesday) were added to the list of 
those taken by the Army Air Force 
here. Strand is beachfront hotel. 
Colton Manor is located on Penn- 





























sylvania avenue, between beach and 
Pacific avenue, and Knights of Co- 
lumbus (privately owned and not 
fraternal house) is one of the most 
popular of main avenue hostelries. 
Latter had large tavern and dance 
spot connected with it. 


Army Forces 
‘Tcecapades’ Out 
Of A. C. Home 


Pittsburgh, July 28. 

*Icecapades,” forced out of its usual 
summer home, the Atlantic City 
auditorium, when U.S. Army con- 
demned building and took it over 
under the War Purposes Act, will 
spend next six weeks in Hershey, 
Pa., where the 1943 edition will be 
rehearsed and the 1942 edition will 
be played at the arena on Fridays 
and Saturdays only. More than 
$100,000 is being sunk into the new 
version, which opens 17-day engage- 
ment at Madison Square Garden, 
N. Y., Sept. 4. Original preem was 
set there for Sept. 7, but was moved 
forward when the big Labor Day 
expectancy at seashore was elim- 
inated. 

Company will consist of 104 peo- 
ple, including ensemble of 44 girls 
and 24 boys, and is te be directed 
again by Chester Hale, assisted by 
Carlos Peterson. Jerry Mayhall re- 
mains as musical director. 

Missing next season from line-up 
of last two years will be Belita, the 
femme star, who's to be replaced by 
Donna Atwood; Serge Flash, whose 
spot will be taken over by Trixie, a 
femme juggler; Megan Taylor, Robin 
Lee and Hub Trio. Hubs have gone 
into the army and Lee into the navy. 
Added headliners, for ’43 show in- 
clude Bobby Specht, Markhus and 
Thomas, and Gordon and Fiaig. 

Last season principals contracted 
again for the new show are Lois 
Dworshak, Jackson and Lynan, Red 
McCarthy, Dench and Stewart, Phil 
Taylor, Al ‘Surrette, Vera Hruba, 
Eric Waite, Joe Jackson, Jr., Badger 
and Vitt, Brinckmann Sisters, Murry 
Twins, Eldon and Denise, and Dick 
Salter, 

Rehearsals at Hershey will wind 
up Aug. 29 and troupe moves then 
to N. Y. for three days of dress re- 
hearsals at the Garden. 











BERNIE SIMON IN ARMY 


Bernie Simon, p.a. of Mills Music 
has joined the Army, following his 
predecessor, Bernie Kalban. A. Louis 
Goldfarb takes over the publicity 
assignment. 

George Gilbert and Lou Comito 
have joined Mills as assistants to 
Charlie Warren, professional man- 











‘GENERAL EXECUTIVE OFFICES 
LOEW BUILDING ANNEX 





GM’s ‘Family Theatre 
Parties’ for Workers 


Detroit, July 28. 
Theatres throughout Michigan and 
Ohio, where it operates plants, have 
been rented by General Motors Corp. 
for a five-week series of ‘family 


parties’ for its employees. The com- 
pany is using feature pix and the 
Ray Gorrell orchestra for its private 
soirees. 

Last year the company rented 
auditoriums in the towns visited but 
this year, in extending the tour of 
the show, made a new venture in 
the private leasing of theatres. 
Towns and some of the theatres to 
be used for the tour are Broadway- 
Capitol, Detroit, one week; Civic 
Auditorium, Cleveland, two days; 
Warren, O., two days; State, Toledo, 
one day; Oakland, Pontiac, one week; 
Saginaw theatre, Saginaw, two 
days; Bay City, two days; Grand 
Rapids, one day, and Capitol, Flint, 
one week, 





Wynn Folds ‘Laugh’ Despite Critic’s 
Last-Minute Rave; $11,500 Finale B.0, 





2 STICKUP GUYS NICK 
DET. BOWERY FOR $1,500 


Detroit, July 28. 


Holdupmen nicked The Bowery, 
huge nitery here, for $1,500 at noon 
Sunday, but overlooked another 
$1,604 in the spot. 

The pair, taking advantage of the 
heat wave, entered the place through 
a door left ajar and forced the 
cleaning crew into a refrigerator 
while they searched the office for 
the Saturday night receipts. Oddly 
enough, while they took the $1,500, 
they laid aside unopened the two 
boxes which contained the larger 
sums. 











Inside—Vaudeville-Nitery 


Reports that Lou Holtz, with A. L. Berman, the lawyer-manager, might 
take out a ‘Priorities’-type of vaudeshow on the road persist. He may 
do that, or produce a new lineup of his own on Broadway, but meantime 
Holtz is tied to Clifford C. Fischer (Shuberts). Even if the show closés, 
Willie Howard would be unavailable for Holtz’s revue, since he has re- 
newed with Fischer for a new fall vaudery. Phil Baker, co-headliner, 
can’t tour, being tied to the Take-It-or-Leave-It (Eversharp) radio pro- 
gram, while Paul Draper, also starred, goes out on another concert tour 
with Larry Adler, the harmonica virtuoso, now at the Hotel Savoy-Plaza, 
N. Y. That leaves Hazel Scott, who is tied to the Cafe Society manage- 
ment, Uptown and Downtown (Barney Josephson), and Gene Sheldon, 
whom Fischer may also renew, 








The unions have okayed Bob Weitman’s gala show, lined up for the 
Navy Relief benefit at the Broadway Paramount next Tuesday (4), in 
connection with the $5.50 opening of ‘Holiday Inn.’ Holdovers from the 
current show, plus incoming specialties, augmented by others, have re- 
sulted in the following lineup: Connee Boswell, Alice Faye with her hus- 
band, Phil Harris’ band, Irving Berlin (who composed the film score), 
Phil Spitalny, Carol Bruce, the Ink Spots, Skinny Ennis, Xaxier Cugat, 
Myrna Loy, Betty Hutton, Marjorie Reynolds (who's in the film), Hazel 
Scott, Benny Goodman or Gene Krupa. 





Critics in Pittsburgh last week commented on the similarity between 
the spectacular back-bends of June Edwards, with the Ted Lewis show 
at Stanley, and those of the Ross Sisters (now at Strand in N, Y.), who 
played the same house only a few weeks before. Reviewers made note 
of it because stunt of leaning backwards from high pedestals, without 
foot grips, to pick up handkerchiefs has, so far as is known, never been 
accomplished by any other performers, Miss Edwards explained. She 
learned the trick from her father, a physical instructor in Denver. The 
Ross girls were at one time also his pupils. 





George Kelly and Charlie Adler, two of the original Yacht Club Boys 
(4), who mark a professional return tonight (Wed.) at the Park Central 
hotel, N. Y., after some seasons’ layoff, operated the now defunct Tavern 
on Broadway. That was a famed landmark among restaurants, under the 
late Billy LaHiff's operation. For a time Toots Shor, who now owns a 
class eatery on W. 5lst, resuscitated the Tavern. But a succession of 
operators, including Bob Goldstein (now talent scouting for 20th-Fox, 
and formerly a radio producer and WMCA time salesman) and finally 
Kelly and Adler, couldn’t put it over. 





Loew’s State, N. Y¥., and RCA Victor’s New York distributor, Bruno, 
Inc., tieing in with Barry Wood, who opens at the State Thursday (30), 
on ‘Jingle Jangle Jingle’ contest for two-line War Bond and Stamp jingles. 
Winner gets $25 War Bond on stage closing night, Aug. 5, when John 
Whitney Richmond, Deputy State Administrator of Treasury Dept.’s War 
Savings staff, will speak to audience. 

Martin Block, Lucy Monroe, Ted Cott and Mark Warnow are judges 
of contest. 





Gal singer in Ted Lewis show who he introduces as Helen Tell is 
Geraldine DuBois, for 16 years half of team of Geraldine and Joe, whirl- 
wind kid apache dancers. Couple had been together since 1926, when 
she was four and Joe was seven, breaking up just a few weeks ago, 
when he enlisted in the navy. 

DuBois, or Tell, gal doesn’t plan on getting a new partner but expects 
to continue on her own as a single. Now warbling exclusively, doing 
none of her old knockabout dancing. 





Before John Murray Anderson (with Lee Shubert) does a 1942-43 
edition of his ‘Greenwich Village Follies,” he wants to send out a Dia- 
mond Horseshoe type of nostalgic unit. If Billy Rose joins him in the 
venture, the D.H. title may be used, but that’s still indef. Anderson 
stages the Horseshoe’s floorshows, and he has a new one debuting this 
Friday (31), titled ‘Mrs. Astor’s Pet Horse,’ headed by Harriet Hoctor. 
Anderson's ‘Follies’ will feature Cynda Glenn. 





Julie Oshins and Ben Lessy knocked around for years in the Catskill 
Mt. borscht belt and in the 52d street (N.Y.) niteries, but it took the war 
and ‘This Is the Army’ to ‘discover’ Pvt. Oshins as a crack comedian. 
The N. Y. Times on Sunday went all-out with a raveroo for the comic 
(by Ted Strauss) but forgot about Lessy. Latter is now slapsticking at 
Slapsie Maxie’s Hollywood bistro, 





Plenty of ‘Priorities’ on Broadway this week, between Clifford C. 
Fischer’s vaudery, Paramount’s ‘Priorities on Parade’ at the Par the- 
atre, and the new Mother Kelly’s nitery, ‘Priorities on Laughs,’ zany floor- 





One of the most unusual critical 
raves about a Broadway show ap- 
peared in the Times last Thursday 
(23), when Brooks Atkinson, who 
had been away from N. Y. for some 
weeks, went to town over Ed Wynn's 
vaudeville outfit, ‘Laugh, Town, 
Laugh,’ which however, closed at the 
Alvin Saturday (25). It was thought 
that the notice might bolster the 
show to such an extent that it would 
continue, but, although the business 
did improve more than 20% on the 
evening the review appeared, gross 
on the week was hardly an improve- 
meni, the count again approximat- 
ing $11,500. 

It was not a profitable venture for 
Wynn, who financed the show. He 
insists that the gross had to reach 
$18,000 weekly to be profitable, but 
that figure probably included his 
salary, which if based on his radio 
pay, was $7,500. The same figure 
went for his last stage revue ap- 
pearance. 


Comedian stated that he guar. 
anteed the theatre, which may ex- 
plain the high figure he set for the 
boxoffice. First week business was 
excellent, with brokers clamoring 
for tickets. When it was announced 
‘Laugh’ would terminate after five 
weeks, Wynn received a bunch of 
mail from well knowns in show 
business asking him to keep it going. 
However the boxoffice told the 
story, although, on the basis of their 
picture house salaries, the talent’s 
cost, except for Wynn, was no more 
than $8,000. 

Atkinson said that ‘Laugh’ is ‘the 
best of the 1942 vaudeville shows, 
with nothing but cleanliness against 
it...any tardy lovers of nonsense 
must hop to the Alvin in a hurry. 
our perfect fool has good taste in 
assembling a show...New York isn’t 
smart enough to take more than five 
weeks of it.’ Closing leaves ‘Priori- 
ties,’ first of the vaude outfits, at the 
46th Street, as N. Y.’s sole twice-a- 
day survivor. 

Wynn has no immediate plans, but 
is considering a radio offer. 

‘Priorities’ Cast Takes Cut 

Another cut in ‘Priorities,’ with 
Lou Holtz, Willie Howard, Phil 
Baker and Paul Draper leading in 
the slice taken, may continue the 
two-a-day vaudeshow, now in its 
19th week. Takings eased off 


(Continued on page 53) 
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Royal Musie Files Papers 
Albany, July 28. 

Royal Music Corp. has been char- 
tered te conduct a music publishing 
business in New York. Capital stock 
is 100 shares, no par value. Direc- 
tors, each owning one share, are: 
Phil Coblin, Kay Coblin and Mary 
Coblin, New York. City. 

Julius Schein New York City, was 
filing attorney. 
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Sunbrock Stalls Socking Case, 
Says He's Gonna Join the Army 








Assault complaint of ticket pro- 
moter Nat Pressburg against Larry 
(‘I’ll-punch-you-in-the-nose’) Sun- 
brock, scheduled to be heard Monday 
(27) in West 54th street court, N.Y., 
was further postponed to Aug. 11 at 
the behest of Sunbrock. Co-defend- 
ant is Jack Andrews, connected with 
Sunbrock’s promotions. 

Pressburg claims that both men 
locked him into a room in their head- 
quarters at the Park Central hotel 
and slugged him. At least one other 
creditor was also socked for having 
the temerity to ask for coin due him, 


At the Polo Grounds during the 
run of Sunbrock’s circus there was 
a steady procession of creditors and 
sheriffs,- but Sunbrock and his co- 
horts did no socking up there. How- 
ever, the Polo Grounds turf shows 
the effect of the mauling it got from 
the thrill circus, the left field look- 
ing as if a battalion of tanks had 
been holding full maneuvers in that 
sector. 

During the run of the show in N.Y., 
a South American was seriously in- 
jured when a jalopy crashed into the 
field box in which he was sitting. 
He suffered two fractured legs, a 
skull fracture and other injuries. It’s 
now disclosed that he had been given 
the tickets by Mrs. William Randolph 
Hearst, who was supposed to attend 
herself, but at the last minute can- 
celled because of threatening weath- 
er. Mrs. Hearst’s Milk Fund got a 
small percentage of the matinee re- 
ceipts of five weekdays, a type of 
tieup not unusual with Sunbrock, 
who tries to cover up his own finan- 
cial irresponsibilities by acquiring 
responsible sponsors, 





Sunbrock in Army 
Philadelphia, July 28. 

Larry Sunbrock, promoter of the 
‘Wild West Rodeo and Hollywood 
Thrill Circus,’ yesterday announced 
he would probably fold the show at 
the end of the week’s performance 
beginning this Saturday (1) at Yel- 
low Jacket Stadium here. 

Sunbrock said he intends te join 
the Army following the last perform- 
ance here. A spokesman for the show 
declared that transportation difficul- 
ties would probably force the show 
to wind up. 





Paul Moss Curious On 
Rumor Actors Petition 
For Agent Investigation 





License Commissioner Paul Moss 
has asked the American Guild of 
Variety Artists for any information 
it may have regarding a report that 
a petition is being circulated for a 
‘thorough investigation of the talent 
agency business in N. Y. AGVA, 
which has also heard nothing but 
rumors, states that some performers 
are supposedly getting up the peti- 
tion, which is chiefly aimed at the 
club bookers, many of whom have 
their offices in their hats. 


Commissioner Moss, ever since his 
appointment when Mayor LaGuardia 
took office, has been anxious to have 
a victorious showdown with the 
agents. Two important court cases 
went against his department, how- 
ever, the complaints having been di- 
rected against Charles Allen, then 
partnered with Jack Curtis, and 
William Shilling. 





AGVA’s Philly Benefit 


Philadelphia, July 28. 

The American Guild of Variety 
Artists sponsored a stage show 
held in conjunction with a wrestling 
card at the Philadelphia Gardens 
Thursday (23) for the benefit of the 
U. S. Coast Guard Relief. 

Zero Mostel headed list of talent 
appearing. 








Musicians, N. Y. Vaude 
Houses in Truce On 


Wages Until Aug. 15 


Discussions between New York 
stageshow houses and Local 802, 
American Federation of Musicians, 
which is demanding an increase, wil] 
be deferred until about the middle of 
August to await the return to N. Y. 


of William Feinberg, 802 secretary. 

Union is asking a 15% increase and 
is expected to seek improvement in 
conditions when negotiations are re- 
sumed, Only one perfunctory meet- 
ing was held. 

Local 802 has a contract with 
Loew’s State, but has been going 
along without one with the Music 
Hall, Paramount, Strand and Roxy, 
downtown N. Y. first-runs using 
stageshows. 


NITERY SHOWS HELP 
RECRUITING IN DETROIT 


Detroit, July 28. 

Noontime ‘floor shows’ are being 
staged by niteries here as a means of 
boosting Navy recruiting. 

Navy Recruiting Center here con- 
sists of a mock destroyer built in 
Cadillae Square, one of the loop 
centers. Cabaret Mens’ Assn. here 
decided that the deck would be a 
good place for putting on shows as a 
means of giving the Navy campaign 
a good lift. 

Shows were started last week 
when the top acts from the Club 
Congo started off the series and 
were followed by the Three Sixs. 
Under the plan a show will be put 
on at noon daily throughout the rest 
of the summer, with the night clubs 
rotating on the daily stints. Prom- 
inent speakers will share the deck 
of the ‘U. S. S. McKeever’ with the 














nitery performers. 
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Tyrrel Booking Ford = 
‘Lunch Hour’ Shows. 


Chicago, July 28. 

Ford Motor Co. this week ap- 
pointed the Phil Tyrrell Agency of 
Chicago as its booking representa- 
tive for a series of shows for the de- 
fense workers in the Detroit plants, 
to start early in September. Out- 
door acts will be presented during 
lunch hours at the Willow Kun 
bomber plant and the River Rouge 
plant at Dearborn. 

Steve Hannigan has been assigned 
the publicity of the shows. The 
Tyrrell Agency will open offices in 
Detroit for the Ford assignment. 
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ZERO MOSTEL 


@ PARAMOUNT, NEW YORK 


@ BLUE NETWORK'S | 
“BASIN STREET” | 


@ JUST SIGNED THREE YEAR | 


CAFE SOCIETY, UPTOWN 


CONTRACT 





SUSPEND OSCAR LLOYD 


He Is Charged With 50% 
Agreed Salary 





Cut on 





The Oscar Lloyd Agency of N. Y., 
a small outfit, had its employment 
agency license suspended by Com- 
missioner Paul Moss for failure to 
pay off a snake dancer, Helena 
Shelda, the $10 she claimed was due 
her for playing a stag in Brooklyn 
recently. 

American Guild of Variety Artists 
took the complaint to the License 
Commissioner. At a hearing before 
the latter, Miss Shelda testified that 
she didn’t know it was a stag date; 
that Lloyd promised her $10, but she 
signed a contract with a clause stip- 
ulating ‘salary as arranged.’ The 
stag was on a Saturday night, but 
Lloyd tried to make payment of only 
$5 on Monday. This she refused. 

Failure to stipulate in a contract 
the exact amount of payment due 
is a violation of the N. Y. State Gen- 
eral Business Law. 


A&C TO TEE OFF 
NEW POLICY 
IN PHILLY 


Philadelphia, July 28. 

Bud Abbott and Lou Costello will 
headline the bill for the reopening 
of the Fay’s Theatre in West Philly, 
skedded for Sept. 10. The appear- 
ance of the team will inaugurate a 
new policy at Fay’s, straight vaude 
plus a Class B picture. 


There will be no strippers on the 
bill as heretofore, said Sidney E. 
Stanley, manager of the house. 

Fay’s got into difficulties with the 
gendarmes last spring, when the 
authorities clamped down on peelers 
in Philly. 


Buddy Rich Into Marines 


Buddy Rich, drummer with the 
Tommy Dorsey orchestra, has en- 
listed in the Marines. He stays with 
the band, however, until he’s called 
for service. Meanwhile Dorsey is 
seeking a replacement. 

Rich allegedly was on the verge 
of being drafted into the Army. 














AGVA's Ist Nat'l Convention, in Cincy 
Aug. 1-2, Figures to Help Greatly In 
Reorganization of That Hectic Union 





A long step towards the complete | 


reorganization of the American 
Guild of Variety Artists may come 
out of its first national ‘convention’ 
now definitely scheduled to be held 
Aug. 1-2 at the Netherland Plaza 
hotel in Cincinnati. Attending will 


be the executive secretaries of nine 
of the 10 locals, the only one missing 
being San Francisco, where a special 
representative is in charge and can’t 
get away to attend the meeting. 

Presiding at the ‘convention’ will 
be Walter N. Greaza, who was two 
months ago placed by the Associated 
Actors & Artistes of America in the 
temporary position of national 
administrative chairman of AGVA. 
Also going to Cincy is Jonas T. Sil- 
verstone, national counsel, and pos- 
sibly four or five national represen- 
tatives now located at scattered 
points. 

Perhaps one of the major topics of 
discussion will be the establishment 
of a uniform national wage scale for 
travelling performers. Presently, 
each local has its own wage scale 
and this has caused much con- 
fusion in the union’s dealings with 
producers and agents. The matter of 
the locals’ jurisdiction ovér travel- 
ling performers, who originally 
joined with other locals, will also be 
discussed, 

Out of the ‘conventidn’ may also 
come the basis for a revision of the 
national constitution which will give 
AGVA’s national office a closer hold 
on the locals without impairing their 
local autonomy. This has been 
already proposed as a ‘branch sys- 
tem’ rather than locals, with national 
representatives appointed by the 
national office, instead of local ex- 
executive secretaries working with 
local boards or advisory committees. 

Idea of the ‘convention’ is 
Greaza’s, who states that the AGVA 
locals have never been given a full 
opportunity to air their grievances 
at what they believe to be faults of 
the national administration. Greaza 
hopes thus to effect a complete un- 
derstanding between the national 
setup and the various locals. The 
thought has been expressed to 
Greaza, however, that such an air- 
ing might entail more than two days 
time. 

Expenses of the ‘convention’ will 
be borne equally by all the locals. 





saietetienntieCetinieediaenmetns 





This will be effected by pooling all 
the railroad fares from the various 
points and then dividing it by nine, 
so that Los Angeles, for instance, 
won't pay any more to send its ex- 
ecutive secretary to Cincy than 
Cleveland, which is much closer, 
Should any of the locals desire to 
send more than one rép., they wilil 
naturally foot the full expense. 


Police Shut Nitery, So 
Maestro Carlone Returns 
To His Tonsorial Biz 


Cleveland, July 28. 

Freddie’s Paradise Cafe was 
blacked out for the summer by 
orders of the city’s police safety di- 
rector, Frank Celebreze, after a con- 
troversy with its owner over the 
building of another safety exit in the 
cellar nitery. 


For the last month, Freddie 
Meyers, operator, had been running 
it minus music and floor shows as 
the result of an expired music li- 
cense. Cops forced him to yank out 
five acts and cancel Freddie Car- 
lone’s orchestra, when they found 
him trying to operate without a per- 
mit. 

Tearing down walls to install a 
new exit would be so costly and 
lose so much seating space, Meyers 
said, that it is rumored that he is 
looking for another site. Carlone’s 
band is now temporarily broken up, 
with leader returning to his barber- 
shop until another engagement turns 
up. 











Poison Kills 4 Stage 
Seals in Seattle 


Seattle, July 28. 

Four trained seals of Captain 
Spillers closed their act last week 
(20), when they died from poisoning 
of unknown cause. The act had just 
finished at the Palomar with Polack 
Bros. circus. They were in a tank 
on a truck in a parking lot and had 
been fed shortly before, with fish 
which might have been infected. 

Spillings valued the seals at $10,000 
and had no insurance. 
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“DAILY NEWS” 
Kate Cameron 


Ann Miller is the chief attraction at 
the Paramount Theatre this week, as she 
is playing one of the leading feminine 
roles in the picture, “Priorities on Pa- 
rade,” and is the star attraction of the 
stage show, which features Phil Harris 
and his band and the night club come- 


Ann has a clever pair of feet. She 
dances on the stage with and without 
music and never misses a beat. In the 
picture, she sings as well as she dances. 
She’s gone blonde since she made a hit 
in the screen version of 
Take It With You,” and has acquired a 
glamorous finish on her way up 


A DUAL APPEARANCE ! 


ON THE SCREEN In Paramount’s 


“PRIORITIES ON PARADE” 


AND IN PERSON, Currently At The 


PARAMOUNT, NEW YORK 


ANN MILLER 


“You Can’t 


Direction: WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY 
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PARAMOUNT, N. Y. 


Phil Harris Orch, Larry Stewart, 
The Juvelys (2), Zero Mostel, Ann 
Miller; ‘Priorities on Parade’ (Par), 
reviewed in current issue of ‘Variety.’ 








Radio following of Phil 
from the Jack Benny program, and 
Zero Mostel from ‘Chamber Music 
Society of Lower Basin Street’ series, 
help the boxoffice draw of the Para- 
mount’s current stageshow. So will 
Ann Miller’s modest picture name. 
There’s also ample entertainment in 
the show, though there are no 
powerhouse acts. 

Harris and his band are no attrac- 
tion for jive addicts, of course, the 
appeal being strictly limited to the 
Harris personal draw. The band 
plays with plenty of gusto, but little 
variation of style or mood. The ar- 
rangements are commonplace and the 
playing is generally loud, and not 
notably smooth or well blended. 
Composition is six brasses, evenly 
split between trumpets and trom- 
bones, four saxes, two pianos, guitar, 
bull fiddle and drums. Besides be- 
ing the b.o. pull and an excellent 
front for the band, Harris is a pro- 
ficient m.c. He also sings a couple of 
numbers. ‘What I Like About the 
South’ and ‘Darktown Poker Club,’ 
both novelties and both good. Larry 
Stewart, regular vocalist with the 
band, is rather painful to hear, par- 
ticularly on his harsh, off-pitch up- 
per notes. To make it tougher, he’s 
given three songs for an overlong 
session of weak singing. 

The Juvelys, who came to the U. S. 
five years ago from France, do their 
now-familiar and always click head- 
balancing act, in which the femme 
stands on her head, on one large or 
several slightly smaller rubber balls, 
balancing on her male partner’s 
head. The turn is skillful and high- 
ly professional, Mostei offers vir- 
tually the same comedy material he 
uses at the Uptown Cafe Society 
nitery, N. Y., and recently had at the 
‘Keep ’Em Laughing’ vaude show at 
the 44th Street theatre, N. Y. It’s 
potent and solid, consisting of char- 
acter-comedy impressions of 
Durante, Charles Boyer, ‘John J. 
Agony’ and a southern isolationist 
Senator. Mostel gets few big laughs, 
but evokes a steady wave of chuckles 
out front. ° 

Miss Miller, doing a double with 
the ‘Priorities on Parade’ feature on 
the screen, is an electrifying tap 
dancer, doing three nicely varied 
routines to demonstrate her hoofing 
skill and neat gams. She closes with 
a sock. Her bright red outfit is 
either the same or a copy of the one 
she wears in the first scene of the 
film current here. It’s short enough 
for the purpose and has fringes that 
add a spicy touch to her bouncing. 
Dancer’s first number is the fast tap 
she does in the picture. She fol- 
lows it with a spectacular tap ver- 
sion of the Brazilian samba and 
closes with a rhythm routine without 
music. 

Harris band closes the show with a 
surefire applause-getter, a musical 
‘tribute’ to the U. S. armed services, 
with militant scenes flashed on the 
backdrop. Hobe, 


ORPHEUM, MPLS. 


Minneapolis, July 25. 
Ozzie Nelson Orch (14) with Har- 
riet Hilliard; Stone & Barton, Bob 
Du Pont, Armando & Lita; ‘Syncopa- 
tion’ (RKO), ° 


Harris 








In their first theatre date here, 
Ozzie Nelson and Harriet Hilliard 
are making a highly favorable im- 
pression. Their ingratiating person- 
alities and poise, plus their restraint 
and apparent effortlessness, ga@erate 
an intimacy and audience repose and 
send the customers out happy. Nel- 
son sets himself with the initial in- 
troductory remarks about a guy with 
his name never before visiting this 
(Scandinavian) community. 

Yet, while strangers as far as in- 
person appearances are concerned, 
Nelson and Miss Hilliard very evi- 
dently have enlisted a considerable 
local following in consequence of 


their radio, records and seroen en-! 


deavors, judging by the exception- 
ally large size of the opening audi- 
ence and the extent of their wel- 
come. 

A quiet and polished sense of 
humor is in evidence throughout the 
entire smooth Nelson performance. 
It’s manifest in his announcements 
of ie and his ye in his m.c. 
capacity, as well as in man f his 
band numbers and songs. .* 

The orchestra is made up of four 
Saxes, three rhythm and six brass. 
but paradoxically, due to the un- 
usual Nelson style of presentation 
and handling the proceedings, the 
music never gets out of hand as far 
as loudness is concermed. Nelson 
doesn’t entirely neglect the much 
played popular tunes, but he smartly 
sprinkles the program with his own 
original novelty selections, infre- 
quently or never heard during other 
band engagements at this house, and 
there are several amusing sock paro- 
dies among his own and Miss Hil- 
liard’s songs. The three acts supple- 
menting the band are nothing to get 
excited about, except possibly for 
one turn, but the show as a whole, 
thanks to Nelson and Miss Hilliard, 
undoubtedly makes for payee en- 
thusiasm. 

‘Jersey Bounce’ is’ a hot swing 


| Jack 


opening for the neatly garbed band. 
It’s followed by Stone and Barton, 
mixed dance team, who are young 
and personable and whose tap rou- 
tines register strongly. During their 
impressions of various dance stars 
they do difficult steps, such as tap- 
ping while jumping rope and danc- 
ing up and down steps and atop a 
small drum, etc. 

Nelson's first song, ‘Wave a Stick 
Blues,’ humorously depicts a band 
leader’s trials and tribulations and 
it’s a corking novelty number. Bob 
DuPont is one of the top comedy 
jugglers, and although he’s far from 
a stranger in Minneapolis, he con- 
tinues to click solid!y with his laugh- 
provoking routines. 

‘Rasputin’s Laundry’ is more hot 
swing by the band—e2 composition of 
one of its own members, Then Bernie 
Jones steps out from the band to 
score with his Scandinavian-dialect 
warbling, very funny and especially 
apropos here. ‘Jingle, Jangle’ and 
parodies on ‘Little Grass Shack’ and 
‘Honey’ are socko. 

Every stage show seems to include 
a comedy ballroom and adagio dance 
act. Armando and Lita are very 
good at this sort of familiar travesty, 
but too many of this type act have 
been seen here. 

Finally it’s Miss Hilliard’s time to 
turn on the pipes and the ensuing 
interlude is fancy. Alone, or dueting 
with Nelson, she hits the bullseye 
with original arrangements of ‘Blue 
Skys,’ ‘How About You?’, ‘Come on 
Get Up’ and ‘Conchita Lopez,’ all 
letter-perfect for her style. Nelson’s 
introduction of her, first as the 
various voices on the Skelton pro- 
grams, and then as his frau, set well. 
A patriotic medley is a nice finisher. 
House almost filled for first Friday 
matinee performance. Rees. 


KEITH’S, INDPLS. 





Bob Evans, Frankie Parrish, 
Muriel Page, The McKays, Gasca 
Bros (3), Jack Herbert and girls; 


‘Escape from Hong Kong’ (U). 





Bob Evans takes headline honors 
on current bill at this old vaude 
house with his top-flight ventrilo- 
quism turn, featuring a snappy little 
wooden-head. Evans is an excep- 
tionally smooth worker at business of 
throwing one’s voice about, controll- 
ing difficult lip and throat move- 
ments with effortless ease and using 
widest possible range of effects. His 
line of chatter is entertaining. Act 
tates high with audiences. 

Frankie Parrish, local favorite and 
formerly vocalist with Abe Lyman’s 
band, stepped from WIRE radio spot 
for personal appearance turn and 
clicks with ‘Tangerine,’ ‘Jingle, Jan- 
gle,’ ‘Johnny Doughboy’ and ‘This is 
Worth Fighting For. Parrish has 
better than average voice and fine 
stage presence.” Act is highclass ex- 
cept for commercial plug advertising 
wares of his radio sponsor. 

Muriel Page formerly the Flame 
Dancer, leads girls gracefully in 
‘Dance of the Sultan’s Dream,’ as 
m.c. calls it, and does a Viennese 
waltz attractively. Chorus is good, 
too, particularly in acrobatic routine, 
but audience prefers comedy and 
goes for eccentric antics of the 
McKays, who also dance but don’t 
take it seriously. Three Gasca 
Brothers, from Mexico, do some dif- 
ficult tumbling and balancing stunts 
that get a rise out of the audience. 
Herbert, clever at his card 
tricks, runs the show smoothly as 
m.c. getting the acts on and off to 
best advantage. Pat. 


CIRCLE, INDPLS. 


Sammy Kaye Orch, with Tommy 
Ryan, Nancy Norman, Don Cornell, 
Arthur Wright, Sterner Sisters and 
Three Nonchalants; ‘Dr. Broadway’ 
(Par). 





Sammy Kaye, making his first 
stop at the Circle, is repeating his 
success of last year at the Lyric with 
a band show featuring clean-cut 
rhythm, a large staff of attractive 


soloists, two first-rate outside acts, 
better than average production 
values and his top-notch Audience 


participation idea, ‘So You Want to 
Lead a Band.” Youngster’s grasp at 
opportunity to go on stage and shake 
stick in front of band, with the win- 
ner picked by audience at each per- 





formance eligible for final contest 
and cash prizes on last night of 
|stand. Kaye's clever handling makes 
|it good for human interest and lots 
of laughs. 

The band carries its own back- 
drops for special numbers and uses 
lights effectively in banjo routine. 
Its classy arrangement of ‘Begin the 
Beguine,’ using Tommy Ryan and 
male ensemble for vocals, is a top 
click. Ryan and octet also introduce 
stirring patriotic number, ‘Let’s 
Bring New Glory to Old Glory,’ from 
their forthcoming film with. Sonja 
Henie, ‘Iceland’ (20th). Nancy Nor- 
man, canary with rich voice, scores 
with ‘Take Me,’ and Arthur Wright, 
tenor, clicks with ‘Sleepy Lagoon.’ 
Don Cornell’s singing of ‘I Left My 
Heart at the Stage Door Canteen’ 
also socks. 

The Sterner sisters are charming 
in two snappy dance routines. Their 
costumes are bright and gay. The 
Three Nonchalants, always good 
here, get plenty of laughs with their 
eccentric tumbles, surprise falls and 
nonsensical chatter. Pat. 





STATE, N. Y. 





Ray Herbeck Orch (13) with Judy 
Marshall, Hal Munbar, Benny Stab- 
ler, Dixie Roberts; Carlton Emmy’s 
Dogs, Adelaide Moffet, George 
Rogers Dancers (3), Russell Swan; 
‘I Married An Angel’ (M-G). 





State offers a fairly neat show this 
week with a couple of exceptions. 
Running time is a bit long, consum- 
ing almost 80 minutes. Considerable 
slice of that is allotted to the Ray 
Herbeck band. 

Opener is Carlton Emmy's dogs, 
which evoke nice reaction. Put 
through their paces on one long 
platform, the hounds perform cap- 
ably, adding comical tricks here and 
there. Stunts they're called upon to 
do aren’t too exceptional, but the 
act as a whole is fine. 

Adelaide Moffetf, society song- 
stress who has been working in New 
York niteries, is on next sans any 
announcement, She hops right into 
her first tune, ‘Jingle Jangle,’ and 
displays little for vaude. Voice has 
little range, is poorly controlled and 
her delivery is cold. ‘Just As 
Though You Were Here’ is no im- 
provement and ‘This Is Worth Fight- 
ing For’ is in the same groove. Per- 
haps the intimacy of a nitery is more 
her forte. 

George Rogers trio of dancers start 
out straight then swing into inevit- 
able slapstick. Act begins slowly 
then increases in effectiveness until 
at the finale the knockabout antics 
of the trio.are earning repeated gig- 
gles. 

Russell Swann, another widely 
known nitery performer, does much 
better. Working with a trio of 
stooges he draws from the audience, 
the trickster does numerous sleight 
of hand bits, sandwiching in bright 
chatter. Act is not too long and it’s 
kept moving at a fast pace. He uses 
two running gags, one a large flower 
that’s hauled further into the flies 
s2ch time it’s watered: other is when 
one of his stooges is handed a cake 
of ice to hold. 


Ray Herbeck’s combination is 


small, comprised of four sax, three 
trumpets, two trombones, three 
rhythm, with leader occasionally 


adding his own sax. Beginning with 
a sour jive number, the band slowly 
builds to a neat impression. Its 
strongest points here are a medley 
of standards that stand out boldly, 
first ‘Stormy Weather,’ using Benny 
Stabler’s muted trumpet, ‘Make- 
Believe, featuring a sax _ choir, 
‘Shantytown,’ with muted trumpets 
in the spot, and ‘When My Baby 
Smiles,’ corn style. 

Band is weakest in its vocals. Judy 
Marshall is on first with ‘Sleepy 
Lagoon,’ done fairly well in a small 
voice; next is ‘Kalamazoo,’ rhythm 
pop coming up currentiy. She’s not 
a rhythm singer. Hal Munbar does 
‘Silver Wings’ and it seemed that 
he wasn’t too familiar with the tune; 
his next, Herbeck novelty, was bet- 
ter. Trumpeter Benny Stabler, 
who’s featured, is a swell audience 
getter. He does his usual ‘Carnival 
of Venice’ and several muted en- 
cores. Band is still using its ‘Danc- 
ing Debutramps’ bit, wherein the 
men roll up pants and line up as a 
chorus line. 

Dixie Roberts, tapstress doubling 
from Kelly’s, but working with the 
band, puts on a fair session of terps 
clicking off two routines which 
earned good reaction. Wood, 


ORIENTAL, CHI 








Chicago, July 24. 
Milton Berle, Ben Yost’s Vikings, 
Ruth Clayton, Leonard Sues, The 
Danwill Troupe, Ray Land Orch; 
‘Rubber Racketeers’ (Mon). 





The theatre is primarily a place 
for entertainment and Milton Berle 
is the perfect entertainer. He pro- 
vided Oriental patrons attending the 
opening show Friday (24) with _ 75 
minutes of hilarious  insanities, 


capers, imitations, burlesques and 
maniacal tomfoolery. He barged 
into every act, he chased ushers 


down the runways, pulled a girl out 
of the front row to dance with him 
in the aisles, snatched a fat lady’s 
green hat from her head and wore it 
while directing the orchestra with a 
mammoth baton. 

Berle works for his money. He 
isn’t off the stage for five minutes, 
even trying his hand at trumpeting 
for good laugh results. Nor does he 
insist upon the dignity which attends 
stardom, for, in one scene, he per- 
mits Ray Lang to douse him with 
seltzer water just for a laugh. 

The Danwills, acrobats and tum- 
blers, are superlative performers, 
their pyramid building being of a 
high and intricate order. Berle 
helps them out by stumbling in and 
out of their gymnastics, making faces 
at the audience while they work 
and taking all the bows. However, 
he calls them out for the final kudos 
and points up their top tricks. 

Leonard Sues is a trumpet vir- 
tuoso. Youthful and not yet at his 





peak, Sues is a gifted performer and 





with ‘Blue Pre- 


stopped the goi \ 
i wh arrangemén 


ludé’ and his o 
cf ‘St. Louis — 

Ruth Clayton, show's canary, 
has a fine voice and ddes well in a 
comedy bit with Berle, Ben Yost's 
Vikings are six male singers with 
real voices. They do the ‘Ranger 
Song,’ ‘Sabre Melody,’ ‘The Vaga- 
bond Song,’ and a patriotic medley 
very creditably. They dfew a hearty 
round of applause from an apprecia- 
tive audience. 

Oriental suffers from mediocre 
screen fare this week, but the house 
was packed at this reviewing. It’s 
all Berle. Loop. 


TOWER, K. C. 


Kansas City, July 25. 
Paul Whiteman Orch with Dolly 
Mitchell, Larry Neil, Buddy Weed, 
Mike Pingatore; Murtagh Sisters (3), 
Peanuts & Peppy; ‘Frisco Lil’ (U). 








There has to be a first time for 
everything and so at last Paul 
Whiteman gets around to playing a 
stage date in Kansas City. The 
pioneer in jazz has played concerts 
and one-nighters here, but this is his 
first theatre effort, even though it’s 
for only six days, since troupe played 
the bond rally Friday night at the 
auditorium instead of opening at the 
Tower as is customary. It’s a happy 
week for the entertainment seekers, 
for they are getting one of their 
best bargains at the 50c. rate prevail- 
ing for this week, and they are tak- 
ing advantage of it for one of the 
Tower’s best grosses, despite the 
short week. 

Eesence of the Whiteman offering 
is his band and the music it plays. 
Instrumentation of five reeds, three 
trombones, three trumpets, three 
violins and four rhythm makes this 
the most complete popular orch, and 
their music bespeaks the quality of 
preparation. Thus when the first 
half-hour of the stage show is taken 
up by orch numbers, it’s all for the 
best. ‘Rhapsody in Blue,’ featuring 
Buddy Weed’s nimble keyboard 
work, is played in full and followed 
by ‘Welldiggers’ Hoedown,’ arranger 
Jim Mundy’s newest jive composi- 
tion. Orchestra’s work is rounded at 
closing by a medley of tunes White- 


man has become associated with, 
such as ‘Whispering,’ ‘Stardust,’ 
‘When Day Is Done’ and ‘Wabash 


Blues,’ in which hot fiddler Dave 
Newman and banjoist Mike Pinga- 
tore show their stuff. 

Vocal work from the orch is 
headed by Dolly Mitchell, somewhat 
a newcomer to the Whiteman fold, 
and she jives ‘Guy in Kalamazoo’ 
and torches ‘Man I Love.’ Larry 
Neil, of the trumpet section, has a 
turn at the mike to warble ‘Night Is 
Young’ and ‘Sleepy Lagoon.’ 

As a supporting act the Murtagh 
Sister trio is clicko with their own 
style of comedy interpretations on 
such pop songs as ‘Three Little Sis- 
ters,’ ‘Johnny Doughboy’ and jam 
versions of ‘Rigoletto’ and ‘Rockabye 
Baby.’ Peanuts and Peppy are 
spotted midway for their routines 
lazily satirizing jitterbugs and acro- 
batic dancers. They’re different and 
good. Whiteman himself handles the 
m.c, assignment capably. Quin. 


PALACE, CLEVE. 


Cleveland, July 24. 
Tommy Dorsey Orch, with Jo 
Stafford and Pied Pipers, Buddy 
Rich, Ziggy Elman, Frank Sinatra; 
Phil Regan, Lane & Ward; ‘Moon- 
tide’ (20th). 








RKO deluxer’s current edition is 
the most powerful, best entertaining 
bill it’s had this season, between 
Tommy Dorsey’s new 3l-piece crew 
and Jean Gabin’s first American 
flicker. With standees from _ the 
start, it’s very likely that the senti- 
mental gent of swing will set a new 
summer b.o. record. 

Dorsey, who hasn’t been seen 
hereabouts for over a year, is pulling 
not only the younger set of chair- 
rocking jitterbugs, but also the bet- 
ter class of music enthusiasts. Both 
groups were eminently satisfied with 
wide range of his opening repertory, 
which smoothly shifts from such ex- 
citing jive classics as ‘Jersey Bounce’ 
and excellently done ‘Hawaiian War 
Chant,’ to the tiptop concertized ver- 
sion of ‘Sleepy Lagoon.’ Virtuosity 
ef Ziggy Elman on trumpet and 
Drummer-Boy Buddy Rich in ‘Chant’ 
inspired a riproaring ovation that 
shook David Bines’ attractive stage 
setting, holding up the band’s next 
number, 

Dorsey’s trombone solo, the rich 
tonal quality given to outfit by 
ten new strings, Frank Sinatra’s 
singing and ingratiating vocal har- 
mony by the Pied Pipers teamed 
with Jo Stafford, were other ter- 
rifically applauded highlights that 
had initial performance running a 
bit over time. Singers were almost 
drowned out by band in patriotic 
medley done with newsreel shots for 
background, but number is rousing. 

Clever acrobatics with a Sunday 
comic section by Lane and Ward 
score high. Phil Regan’s incisive 
satirical mimicry in almost a score 
of comic impersonations went over 
far better than his gags, which could 
be fresher. 

With cooler weather and showers 
helping, weekend trade was in the 
sellout class. Pull. 


STANLEY, PITT 


Pittsburgh, July 24. 
Skinnay Ennis Orch (14), Calgary 
Bros. (2), Ruth & Billy Ambrose, 
Don Cummings, Carmene, Ray Hei- 
oar eae ‘Maisie Gets Her Mav’ 
(M-G), 








The unmuscular Skinnay Ennis, 
who has adopted anemia as his 
trademark—I went down to the 
blood bank this morning,’ he says, 
‘and got the same answer, ‘over- 
drawn’—is making the music at the 
WB deluxer this week and it’s good 
music, too. Maestro, formerly with 
the late Hal Kemp’s band, comes 
well-heeled with a rep via his 
lengthy service on the Bob Hope net- 
work airer, but modestly makes lit- 
tle capital of it save for one early 
reference to the comedian. As he 
does on the air, Ennis kids the pants 
off himself because of his lack of 
corpuscles and gets plenty of laughs 
that way, although one piece of busi- 
ness involving the whole band isn’t 
quite in the best of taste these days. 

That’s when the orch starts to 
play something and, one by one 
they’re called off the stand by a sum- 
mons from the draft board. After 
they’ve all disappeared, they come 
marching back in a body again bear- 
ing a banner that reads ‘We're the 
band of the 4-F.’ Not a kidding 
matter at the moment and Ennis 
would be smart in eliminating the 
bit entirely. 

Aside from this mistake, band’s 
right in there with the top-flighters. 
Made up of twe pianos, producing 
some swell keyboard effects, four 
saxes, three trumpets, two trom- 
bones, guitar, drums and bass, it’s 
an outfit of easy adaptability both 
musically and on incidental comedy 
as well. Bit on the brassy side, but 
never unbearably so, and an okay 
background for Ennis’ shivering 
baritone and the vocal enchantments 
of a femme who calls herself simply 
Carmene. 

She’s on early and scores neatly 
with ‘Tangerine’ and ‘I Met Him On 
Monday,’ while Ennis warms ’em up 
first with ‘Who Wouldn’t Love You’ 
and then does a crack job on 
‘Breathless,’ with by-play from the 
bandsmen, who step down ostensibly 
to give him oxygen when he runs 
down. Band leader, however, should 
move his vocal specialty up a little 
to the front. At first show he closed 
and that’s a bit too late for him. 
Only other soloist is Ray Hendrick- 
son, on the electric guitar and he 
knocks off a couple of numbers to 
fine results. 

It's an altogether’ entertaining 
band, the off-hand bits coming thick 
end, fast to give Ennis crew more 
than just another band rating. On 
the acts side, there’s nothing new. 
All of the turns have been here be- 
fore, some of them several times, but 
they’re good vaude standard bearers 
and scored here at first show with 
plenty of room to spare. 

Top clicks are the Calgary 
Brothers, a couple of amazingly agile 
fellows who have one of the best 
pantomime acts in the biz, runners- 
up probably to only the matchless 
Lime Trio. Calgarys had a really 
tough time getting off and had to 
practically play dead before the mob 
would let them disappear. Ruth and 
Billy Ambrose are attractive kids 
with a neat little musical comedy 
dancing act that mixes ballroom and 
dance hall engagingly, their best 
coming at the end when they con- 
trast a modest cotillion era with the 
present violent one. Remaining turn 
is Don Cummings, a click despite no 
alteration at all in his material since 
last time around. His lariat tossing 
last couple of years has become inc!- 
dental. He’s concentrating on comedy 
now keeping a glib tongue in cheek 
the while doing his okay rope spinning 
tricks. : 

Max Adkins’ house band had time 
this week for a short and satisfac- 
tory overture, with ‘Merrie Melodie 
(WB) cartoon and Par newsreel 
rounding out bill. Biz at getaway 
close to capacity, attesting to value 
of an air rep what with Ennis on the 
stage and Red Skelton, likewise a 
radio star, on the screen. Cohen. 


HIPP, BALTO. 


Baltimore, July 2! 
Dick Rogers and Orch (13), with 
Betty Barr; Andrews Sisters (3), 
Mare Bolero; ‘It Happened in Flat- 
bush’ (20th). 








Marking their first appearance 
since the recent emergency aperi. 
op., performed on Patty, the An- 
drews Sisters are highlighting this 
appearance of Dick Rogers and his 
orch, into one of the biggest weeks 
in recent months in this house. Gals 
are hitting it off on all sixteen and 
Patty is as good as new, giving out 
with the solid jive and sending to 
the very limit to vociferous audience 
response. 

Rogers has a very capable combo 
and fronts it in pleasing fashion. 
His vocals are nicely delivered and 
straightforward announcements are 
in the right groove. Because of mul- 
tiple shows, doings is held to 44 


mins., but it’s all good. ; 
Following theme, orch., gives out 
with swing arrangement of ‘Old Man 
River,’ followed by an original nov- 
elty titled ‘That’s Got You,’ a good 





(Continued on page 55) 
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Night Club Reviews 





LA CONGA, N. Y. 


(‘MEET THE PEOPLE’) 





Marion Colby, Joey Faye, Jack 
Albertson, Ruth Godfrey, Jimmy 
Alexander, Alice Tyrell, Ted Arkin, 
Dorothy Roberts; Jack Harris’ Band 
and Sacassas’ Rhumba Crew; $2 and 
$2.50 minimums. 





‘Meet the People’ has had a varie- 
gated career since its inception on 
the Coast as an intimate revue, A 
legit click there and later in Chicago, 
it met a lukewarm public reception 
in N. Y. Eventually it was con- 
densed for a picture house tour and 
now it's been still further condensed 
for night club dates. 

That’s something of a private lit- 
tle evolution in show business, but 
more interesting still is its standout 
click as a floorshow in front of a 
drinking mob and despite the unit’s 
stress (as in the original stage ver- 
sion), on social significance. Not 
only is it a different type of cafe 
entertainment, it’s a 100% pleaser— 
a fast-moving, good-talented, youth- 
ful complement of performers with 
excellent song and comedy material. 

Some of the kids who were in the 
N. Y. stage run are included in the 
nitery tab, notably Marion Colby, the 
goodlooking dead-pan_ singer; Jack 
Albertson, who seemingly can do 
everything and does it all well, Ted 
Arkin, whose funny kisser is like- 
wise constantly in view, and Dorothy 
Roberts, a cute little trick also doing 
yeoman work, especially on the 
comedy end.in a dance with Arkin. 

In the transition to a cafe show, 
Miss Colby took on some extra 
duties. She’s now essaying a per- 
sonality front as well as the dead- 
pan numbers. Thus she leads the 
entire cast in the torrid ‘Chi, Chi 
Castenango’ s. and d., which is a 
quite different idiom from_ her 
frozen-puss delivery of ‘The Stars 
Remain’ as a sharp contrast to the 
romantic-duetting of the same tune 
by baritone Jimmy Alexander and 
soprano Alice Tyrrell, both fine 
singers, 

An added starter is Joey Faye, an 
eccentric comic, who, one of these 
days, is going to be ‘discovered’ for 
stardom by some smart showman. 
He got roars at this midnight catch- 
ing, and anybody familiar with 
niteries can vouch for the usual in- 
ertia of drinking audiences at that 
hour. One of his standout bits is 
something of a double-talk routine 
with Albertson and Faye’s burlesk 
training also counts in a doctor bit. 

It’s unusual for a nitery show to 
have even one sketch—this one has 
several. Plus the doctor bit there’s 
the union meeting, and the coffee-pot 
scene, which also includes the ‘Fel- 
low and a Girl’ tune. Also included 
is the sharply satirical ‘Same Old 
South’ song and dance, here nicely 
delivered by Albertson and Ruth 
Godfrey; ‘The Bill of Rights,’ which 
was a stirring ensemble number in 
the original show, and ‘Meet the 
People,’ a friendly song accompanied 
by the cast hand-shaking the audi- 
ence at the show’s opening. 

Plus the named principals, there 
are six more girls and boys (making 
14 all told in the show) who pad out 
the ensemble numbers. All are 
pone and most of them good-look- 
ng. 

Jack Harris, the host here, also 
leads the house band in playing the 
show, a difficult chore with multiple 
music and other cues, and does a 
very capable job. Sacassas’ rhumba 
band plays most of the dancing and 
its aptitude for the Latin tempos is 
among the best. Scho. 


YACHT CLUB, PITT 


Pittsburgh, July 23. 
‘Laughs - a- Cookin’ with Ralph 
Cook, Appletons (3), Floyd Christy, 
Lee Royce, Lloyd & Willis, Marybeth 
Sires, Hoffman Sisters (2), Herman 
Middleman Orch (8); $1.50-$2.50 
minimum, 








Latest ‘Hellzapoppin’-type cafe 
show is ‘Laughs-a-Cookin,’ patterned 
modestly after the Olsen and John- 
Son idea and following lines similar 
to those of another recent floor unit, 
Fun for Your Money,’ to play Little 
Jackie Heller’s spot here. Latter has 
since become a USO show, is now 
touring the army camps. ‘Laughs-a- 
Cookin’ was produced by Johnny 
King, of Chicago, former hoofer, and 
is Just breaking in here on a two- 
week tryout. 

Talent is fine and could be broken 

Own into individual acts and rate 
as a crack floorshow. But on the 
Score of what it tries to be, ‘Laughs- 
a-Cooking’ doesn’t make the grade. 
Comedy material is the principal 
flaw; it’s simply not there, although 
Principal comedian, Ralph Cook, is 
himself a very funny fellow and 
works like blazes trying to give the 
He kouts, etc., a setewnell zaniness. 

ets some okay help, too, from 
Floyd Christy, formerly of acrobatic 
eam of Christy and Nelson, and a 
couple of unbilled stooges, but they 
rant produce the necessary effect 
haywire spontaneity with a few 


tired gags and some sketches of un- 
certain vintage. 

On the other hand, show has a 
number of acts able to hold their 
own in practically any company. Ap- 
pletons, two girls and a man, have 
a corking knife-throwing, hair-pull- 
ing Apache number that’s over big, 
and its gives Cook and Christy their 
best inning, too. At end of turn, 
they come out in wigs and dresses 
and hoke up the number effectively. 
Lloyd and Willis are a couple of 
crack hoofers who do some flashy 
hoofing. Classy couple and should 
be a great bet for some Broadway 
producer. On the _ vocal end, 
‘Laughs-a-Cookin’ is in capable 
hands too, with Lee Royce, doubling 
as m.c., revealing a set of okay 
baritonic pipes and Marybeth Sires, 
an s.a. blonde, showing plenty of 
stuff vocally and ‘otherwise, in the 
pops and ballads. Other featured act is 
Hoffman Sisters, pair of kids who 
get off some smart tumbling. 

‘Laughs-a-Cookin’ has a_ good 
finale, a burlesque on ‘Tobacco Road’ 


with special lyrics, Cook leading it|d 


as Jeeter Lester and other principals 
doing the remaining characters in 
the Jack Kirkland play. But that's 
one of the few times when unit ap- 
proaches the comedy intent.. Cook 
and Christy need considerably more 
than they have here to work with in 
order to execute the general floor 
plan, Cohen. 


GLASS HAT, N. Y. 


(BELMONT-PLAZA HOTEL) 





Bobby Parks Orch (7), Bill John- 
son, Gloria Jerome, Jack Marshall, 
Belmont Balladeers (16); $1.50 mini- 
imum. 





New show at this neat spot consists 
of holdovers Bobby Parks orch, Bill 
Johnson and the Belmont Balladeers 
—singing waiters—plus Jack Mar- 
shall, fresh from a Paramount thea- 
tre date, and Gloria Jerome (New 
Acts). 

The band, a set feature at the 
Stork Club for years, and Bill John- 
son, singing m.c., are set with the 
clientele and deservedly so. Gloria 
Jerome, a nifty blonde, does a sleight- 
of-hand routine that needs a line of 
patter to score. Jack Marshall, do- 
ing his first nitery date as a solo, was 
last seen at the New Yorker about 
five years back when he stroked a 
trombone for Benny Meroff and 
doubled out front with comedy im- 
pressions. He has a facile face that 
helps sock over some of his routines, 
namely, ‘Popeye,’ a fast deal with a 
flexible felt brim that does a caval- 
cade routine on his brow, and 
‘Butchie McGurk,’ the draftee and a 
wow. 

A top feature of the show is Fritz 
Weller’s group of singing waiters. 
The audience waits for them and 
keeps asking for more. 

In the five weeks since Emil 
Ronay has taken over the hostelry, 
this spot, once in the doldrums, has 
started to pay off. 


Embrujo De Sevilla, 


Buenos Aires, July 15. 
Leonor Moren, Justo Ortega, Vic- 
toria Vera, Adriana Vera, Teodoro 
Castro, Maestro Gaston, Paco Ma- 
drid, Nina de Triana, Palomero Sis- 
ters, Trini Moren, Montse Albeniz, 
Artinelli and Nino de Utrera. 





Opened only a few months ago in 
the grotto locale long occupied by 
the taxi dance nitery Bambu, Em- 
brujo de Sevilla (Enchantment of 
Seville) has turned out to be the 
most solid after-dark click in years. 
Spot, seating ab-.ut 450, is packed 
almost nightly and, on Saturdays, 
Sundays and fiestas, iron gates at 
the street level have to be held 
shut by the cops, which is good 
biz anywhere. It’s strictly pop- 
price operation, with the average 
drink going for about one peso (25c 
T' 7.) and no cover charge or mini- 
mum. Show, all of it in the old 
Spanish manner, never stops and, 
although primarily intended to ap- 


peal to the large number of Span- | 


iards here, the place has managed 
to get plenty of other cash cus- 
tomers. 

Alfallo and Soler, who have never 
before run a spot of this kind, al- 
though operators of  ‘ffee shops 
here, haven’t spent too much on 
decor and have managed to use some 
of the left-overs from the old Bam- 
bu. There’s enough of a switch, how- 
ever, to give the place a real Seville 
feeling. Low ceiling terrace effects 
and stage setup like the center of a 
bull ring in old Spain help create 
the atmosphere. 

Show is strictly 
anything phoney along this line 
couldn’t get by because the real 
stuff is too well known to a major- 
ity of the audience. ; 

Producer and veneral m.c. is Justo 
Ortega, who has assembled an 
above-average Spanish orch batoned 
by Maestro Zarzoso and featuring 
Teodoro Castro on the Spanish gul- 


authentic, since 





tar. Featured stars are Nino de 
Utrera, Spanish singer, formerly 
w.k. in Madrid cafes. He sings in 
the old Spanish style, whicl. to a 


norteamericano sounds not unlike 
orthodox cantoring. Appeal is to 
Spaniards, but Argentines and for- 
eigners who have heard it often 
enough to become familiar with it 
keep coming back for mo-e. 

Trini Moren, blonde looker, is the 
featured dancer and singer. Gal has 
plenty of pep; puts so much vim in 
her work, in fact, that it wouldn't 
be surprising if some visiting Yan- 
qui signs her up for the States. 

Others in the show include Arti- 
nelli, who serves as a kind of sup- 
plementary m.c.; Montse Albeniz, 
dancer and singer; the Palomero 
Sisters, above-average lookers; 
Leonor Moren, dancer; Victoria and 
Adriana Vera, Spanish dance team, 
and Nina de Triana. Ray. 


Havana-Madrid, N. Y. 


Franco & Beryle, Gabriel Cansino 
& Carmen Cortez, Myrta Silva, Hilda 
Moreno, Line (8), Maya Orch, Don 
Gilberto Orch; Minimum, $2 week- 
days; $3, Saturday, Holiday evenings. 








New summer show at Havana- 
Madrid is in the best tradition of this 
consistently popular Cuban-Spanish 
ine-dance spot. New revue, ‘Tropi- 
cal Fantasy,’ again produced by Julio 
Richards, beasts trim costumes and 
all-round strength. 

Franco and Beryle, as well as Can- 


starred in layout. Preferred billing 
given Franco-Beryle seems _ war- 
ranted. Franco obviously has been 
around for some time, but Beryle is 
supposed to be a new femme part- 
ner. Pair gets a production buildup 
to start their opener. Do all the ac- 
cepted ballroom dances, plus some 
twirls and tossing of the femme part- 
ner that- almost becomes adagio 
routining. Waltz, with a sprinkling 
of Latin-American paprika, more 
modern number done to ‘St. Louis 
Blues’ and a modernistic fast-stepper 
@<s? used. F 

Gabriel Cansino, billed as Rita 
Hayworth’s cousin. and Carmen 
Cortez, as Ramon Novarro’s sister, 
also are in the click ciass. Pair go in 
for strictly flamenco, foot-stomping 
Spanish numbers. Offer an _ un- 
usually varied routine in showmanly 
fashion, with the Cansino lad ob- 
viously standout. He’s greased light- 
ning on his feet. 

Myrta Silva (New Acts), tagged as 
an Havana singing star, is a click 
here. 
added ballads and stunts, she had to 
bow off finally from exhaustion. 

Hilda Moreno still continues as an 
energetic, comely master of cere- 
monies, introing the new acts with- 
out going overboard. 

Maya’s orchestra plays the show 
while* Don Gilberto’s rhumba crew 
provides most of music for dancing. 
Line of eight girls score in two ac- 
tionful production numbers, plus a 
well-costumed, almost _ stationary 
grouping. Lorenzo Estrada, suave 
maitre, contributes to spirit of cor- 
diality prevailing here, Wear. 


Beachcomber, Prov. 


Providence, July 16. 
Don Mario Orch (7), Ramon & 
Lucinda, Dolores Gaylord, Vic Earl- 
son, 6 Beachcharmers, Kay Whyne, 
Bobbe Jason, Mae Seiden, Ginny 
Stoner, Honey Lee & Millicent Simm; 
no minimum, no cover. 





The Beachcomber was quite a nov- 
elty hereabouts when it first opened, 


six months. It will usher in its third 
year in November, and from all ap- 
pearances each night is Saturday 
night. 

The spot still holds to its appar- | 
ently successful policy of rhumba 
band and a line. Don Mario’s per- 
sonable handling of band blends 
nicely for both diners and dancers. 
Generous with vocal solos, too. 

Ramon and Lucinda form a high- 
stepping talented team in their pres- 
lentation of typical Argentine dances, 





sino-Cortez, both dance teams, are} 


Despite her long string of | 


and wiseacres at the time gave it just | 


| pear at this show. 


beverage tariffs and no cover or 
minimum to worry about, 

The Cuban and South American 
flavor with which Molina invests his 
music and floorshow entertainment 
provides customers with something 
different in the way of tune dispen- 
sations and diversion. Comprising 
violin, piano, bass, three saxes and | 
the same number of trumpets, the 
outfit gives out infectious rhythm. 
Parodaxically, it’s very swingy and 
yet sweet. Use of maracas by Mo- 
lina and several of his musicians, 
plus pounding of Cuban drums and 
the musicians’ shouting, helps give 
the numbers. distinctive Latin- 
American appeal. 

Molina comes through with plenty 
of tango, conga and rhumba stuff, 
but he doesn’t neglect the current hit 
parade tunes. His arrangements of 
the latter are far above par. Out- 
standing, too, are those of such old 
favorites as ‘Strawberry Blonde,’ 
‘Sibonet,’ ‘Begin the Beguine,’ etc. 

Dolores is a sparkling, piquant 
personality whose Cuban and Mexi- 
can song numbers are enlivened by 
much torso twisting and lent dra- 
matic significance by her facial ex- 
pressions, Oscar Lopez, the male 
Singer, also goes in mostly for hot 
Mexican and Cuban contributions, 
He has a vivid and colorful style. 

The Monteros, young and extreme- 
ly good-looking ballroom dance 
team, provide plenty of class. Their 
whirls, spins and adagio efforts are 
tops, while smoothness and grace 
mark their tangos and rhumbas. 

Rees. 


Queen Mary Cafe, N. Y. 


Helene Travers, Vin Olson, Betty 
Carter, Consuelo Flowerton, Eliza- 
beth Riley, Broadway Jones Trio, 
Line (5), Bill Glass Orch (4); no 
minimum or. cover. , 








This East Side nitery depends 
largely on its quiet atmosphere to 
attract, with the entertainment also 
geared on the intimate side. Dou- 
ble-decked room has a bar on the 
upper level, from which the fioor 
show can be glimmed with a good 
seating arrangement right off the 
dance floor. 


Present show leans heavily on bal- 
ladists, with Chiquita Venezia, fan 
dancer, not appearing at show 
caught. Only other terpster is Betty 
Carter, who clicks nicely with a bal- 
let tap and then a swift toe dance in 
ithe Grecian manner. 

Song division is split three ways 
outside the between-show piping of 
the Broadway Jones trio. Helene 
(China) Travers backs up her come- 
ly features with tuneful vocalizing. 
‘Happy in Love’ and ‘Summertime’ 
and ‘She Didn’t Say Yes’ are her 
choices, all well done. with enuncia- 
tion standout. Elizabeth Riley, an- 
other attractive miss, is also forte 
with the pipes, singing with the band 
and doubling in the small line. Third 
balladist is Vin Olson, shy m.c. 


Olson is far better as a singer than 
m.c. or comedian. Fact that it was 
his opening night probably accounted 
for his uncertainty in running the 
show, which doubtlessly can be over- 
come. Danish lad has a real voice 
and scored heavily, especially with 
his handling of ‘Martha’ and his 
opening ‘Howdy Do.’ . His comedy 
patter is dull and his jitterbug tango 
lat the end is strictly out of place, 
being meaningless clowning. He’s 
not bad as a dancer, but the bit 
doesn’t register. 

Jones trio is oke for filling in, 
while Bill Glass’ compact combo 








plays the show and for dancing. Line 
|of five pretty girls satisfies, but is| 
lonly on once. Consuelo Flowerton, 
who sings indigo tunes, did not ap- 
Wear. 


Restaurant Continentale, 
(NETHERLAND PLAZA HOTEL) 





Cincinnati, July 25. 
‘Ice. Revue of °42,’ with Bill and 








| featuring a tango. Colorfully cos- | 
itumed. Songstress Dolores Gaylord | 
lis a nifty looker who does some 
husky torching of pops. 

The Beachcharmers (line) are} 
young, shapely and_ refreshing. 
Though not Rockettes when it comes 
to keeping together, they’re right in | 
lthere with the rhumba and a colorful 


The intimate atmosphere is nicely 
adapted to Vic Earlson’s humor. He 
pulls some laughs out of the crowd 
and uses the Frank Fay song-titles 
gag to good advantage. He fills in 
nicely between numbers and emcees 
rather straight. Malo. 


HAPPY HOUR, MPLS. 


Minneapolis, July 25. 
Carlos Molina Orch (10) with Do- 
| lores. Oscar Lopez and the Monteros 
(2); no cover or minimum. 














'brought here, Molina has been du- 
| plicating the success of his predeces- 
|sor, Fletcher Henderson, with the at- 
itractive room’s 520-seat capacity 
leontinuously taxed and large hold- 
outs always in evidence. With the 
Molina outfit impressing as listenable 
and danceable, this spot is a real buy 
ifor localites at the moderate food and 


| Blanche 


| Don Arden is the producer and the 


military offering. 


Second of the name bands to be| 


Betty Wade, Fran Johnson, Phil} 
Hiser, Six DeIcers (Marjorie Cruzan, 
Peggy Fahy, Ann Liff, Betty Muller, 
Poston, Dotty Rodgers), 
Burt Farber Orch (10) and Ronny 
Mansfield; $1.50 minimum. 


Frederick Bros. the bookers of this 
|ice opry, a fancy job which entered 
| its second edition for a four-week | 
stand Friday (24). It’s the third | 
summer for such fare in the swank 
Netherland Plaza’s main dining 
room, 

Burt Farber and his combo from 
WLW, which does a late pickup 
nightly, handle the show music in 
the same able manner as for the 
dance rhythms. Pit crews can learn 
a lot from the Farber band. 

Equally showmanly is Ronny 
Mansfield, also from WLW, whoa 
tenors spiritedly and romantically 
between intros of the steel bladers. 
Mansfield’s chatter is as gilt-edge as 
his appearance, with nary a sem- 
| blance of smut or wisecracking. 

Ice show glides beautifully for a 
|half-hour. Wardrobe of principals 
|and of the line of girls is in good 





j|his shopping here, 
|to get, to him for a short visit at the 
Will Rogers, but the nearest we got 





|taste. Phil Hiser, holdover from the 
first edition, is a nifty comic. His 
isolo specialties are Scottish and 


Mexican. Bill and Betty Wade, both | 
young, give out gracefully in Park’ 


;much of the bed routine, 


Avenue fantasy and Argentine tange 
numbers. They’re show stoppers. 
Fran Johnson, who built up local 
popularity last season in a six-week 
engagement at this spot, scores with 
spirals and figure skating. 
Continentale seats 500 and is richly 
atmosphered with a minimum of 
arctic decorations, including a scenic 
background for the orch. Show has 
a noon session daily except Sunday, 
plus dinner and midnight per- 
formances. Favor has built up to 
Saturday turnaways and_ sturdy 
draws the rest of the time. Koll, 





New Acts 











GLORIA JEROME 
Magic 

5 Mins. 

Glass Hat, New York 


Not the ideal pla.- to break in a 
new act, but the ability is there al- 
tough it needs polish and a line of 
gab. Gloria Jerome’s blonde hair 
and neat gams are an asset and 
capitalized upon with a neat black 
costumé. 

Switches scarves, fans cards, does 
a familiar cigarette routine a la 
Cardini, which climaxes with a lit 
pipe, and gets off by palming ker- 
ciiefs into an American flag. Best 
rcutine has her showing audience 
how tle scarves vanish into the prop 
eg~ and then breaking the egg to 
prove it wasn’t a prop. 


MYRTA SILV- 
Singing, Dancing 

10 Mins. 
Havana-Madrid, N. Y. 


Somewhat different from usual 
latin-American femmes and slightly 
on the portly side, Myrta Silva looms 
as a find for her type of comedy 
singing and terpsing. Helped by a 
pleasing voice, she romps through a 
lineup of comedy songs and facial 
gyrations topping off three or four 
with graceful dancing, surprising be- 
cause she is not exactlyea frail. Girl 
is a three-ring circus all by herself, 
adding the manipulation of different 
types of drums and bongas in expert 
fashion. 

La Silva pokes sly fun at the 
bumps artists, but never leans 
heavily on her fleshiness for effect. 
Femme wisely has perfected a string 
of extra numbers for encores. She 
also leads the show’s finale here 
with click results. Wear. 


HUMBER & BARRIE 
Piano-Songs 
H-tel Phillips, Ka: as City 

Couple of seasons back Wilson 
Humber was in this territory with a 
band and worked eastward. Draft 
an other causes wrote finis to the 
band recently and Humber organ- 
ized this song and pi. no duo with 
his wife, Barbara Barrie. They have 
just compléted fiv> weeks in the 
Tropics of the Phillips and soon, 
move to the Park Lane in Buffalo. 

Instrumental work is Humber’s 
department and he works in various 
novelties, such as playing with 
gloves, imitating a nickleodeon and 
supporting the vocal work of the 
duo. An attractive blonde, Miss 
Barrie, does so 1e numbers solo, but 
bulk of their work is in duets, mostly 
on pop and novelty songs. Voices of 
the two blend well. Quin. 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 





Saranac Lake, July 28. 
King Peter of Yugoslavia took 
time out from Lake Placid to do 
This writer tried 


was next to four state police. 

Thanks to Steve Forrest, vaude- 
ville agent in Pittsburgh, for his 
timely greetings and salutations to 
this colony. 

Twenty years ago A. B. (Tony) 
Anderson came here for his health. 
After a year of this air he joined the 
staff of the local Pontiac theatre as 


lan usher, later to become manager. 


Now he has been switched to the 
State theatre, Tupper Lake. 

Pauline Russell discharged from 
the local general hospital. Licked 
an operation and is back in circula- 
tion. 

Roger Keene, formerly connected 
with Grand National, is a new ar- 


lrival at the Will Rogers. 


Margie (Jimmy Jonston) Regan, 
Patricia Wallace and Ruth Norman 
all passed another natal day. 

Eddie Vogt, chief air raid warden 
at the Will Rogers, has a well trained 
crew of inmates. 

Ben Nadler, who managed a film 
theatre in Cleveland, is a newcomer 
at the Rogers. 

Ann Comerford, the youngest 
ozoner at the Will Rogers, flashing 
okay reports and, after a long rou- 
tine in bed, is now allowed in main 
dining room. 

Myron (RKO) Tannenbaum doing 
a mighty fine comeback. 

Bill Scherl, who flashes a good re- 
port card, was bedsided by his pa 
and ma and is all hopped up over 
the visit. 

Lynas Hughes has returned to the 
Will Rogers after a vacash through 
New England. 

Little Dickie Moore, who has seen 
seen down- 
town window-shopping. 

Write to those who are ill. 
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Wednesday, July 29, 1942 








Variety Bills 





WEEK OF JULY 31 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of 


show, whether full or split week. 











Paramount 








NEW YORK CITY 
Paramount (29) 
Phil Harris Bd 
Zero Mostel 
Ann Miller » 
Juvelys 
CHICAGO 
Chicago (31) 
Ozzie Nelson Bd 
Harriet Hilliard 
Bob Dupont 
Armand & Lita 
Barton & Stone 
MIAMI 
Olympia (29-1) 
Julio & Jean Tudell 
LePaul 





Evans & Mayer 





Dick & Dot Remy 
Sunshine Quartette 
NEWBURGH 
Ritz (3d only) 
Skinnay Ennis Bd 
Ink Spots 
Willie Shore 
Knight Sis 
MAHA 
Orpheum (31) 
Paul Whiteman Orc 
Murtagh Sis 
Peanuts & Peppy 
TOLED®@ 
Paramount (31-2) 
Jimmy Dorsey Bd 
Wally Brown 
Hy Thompson 





Warner 





NEW YORK CITY 
Strand (31) 
Charlie Barnet Ore 
Jean, Jack & Judy 

Wences 
Peg Leg Bates 
(24) 


Jerry Wald Orc 

Val Setz 

Ross Sis 

Judy Canova 

PHILADELPHIA 

Earle (31) 

Tommy Dorsey Ore 

Lane & Ward 

Paul Regan 


(24) 
Ella Fitzgerald Ore 
Bill Robinson tod 
Douglas Bros 
PITTSBURGH 
Stanley (31) 





Sammy Kaye Ore 
Nonchalants 
Sterner Sis 
4) 
Skinnay Ennis Ore 
Calgary Bros 
Don Cummings 
Ruth & B Ambrose 
WASHINGTON 

Karle (31) 
Roxyettes 
Stubby Kaye 
Acromaniacs 
Read Sis 
Music Makers 

(2 

Roxyettes 
Nelson Sis 
Lathrop & Lee 
Olyn Landick 
Walter Nilsson 





Loew 





MEW YORK CITY 
State (29) 
The Freddysons 
Miller Bros & Lois 
Sheila Barrett 
Jarry Wood 
Jackie Miles 
Georges & Jaina 
PITTSBURGH 
Stanley (29) 





Sammy Kaye Orc 
Nonchalants 
Steiner Sis 
WASHINGTON 
Capitol (31) 
Rhythm Rockets 
Martha Raye 
Condos Bros. 
Steve Evans 





Independent 








NEW YORK CITY | LaRosa Sis 
+ Bob 


Masic Hall (30) 
Betty Bruce 
tobert Landrum 
Walter Dare Wahl 
Rockettes 
Ballet 


Glee Club 

Symphony Ore 
Rexy (31) 

Paul Gerris 

H Williams 3 

jen Dova 


Paul Macks 
Martha Sweet 
46th St. Theatre 

(31) 

Lou Holtz 

Willie Howard = 

Phil Baker 

Paul Draper 


Hazel Scott 
Gene Sheldon 
Luba Malina 
Lou Forman 
Bricklayers 
BROOKLYN 
Marine (2) 
3ovina 
Wooley & Wallace 
The Victors 
(2 to fill) 
Mayfair (1) 
Bovina 
Wooley & Wallace 
The Victers 
(2 to filll) 
Ridgeweod (29) 
John Valente 
Bovina 
Fred Rookie Co 
Betty Wonders 
The Victors 
AKRON 
Palace (31-3) 
Glenn Miller Ore 
Dean Murphy 
Ameiia Gilmore 
ATLANTIC CITY 
Hamid’s Pier (26) 
Hal McIntyre Ore 
Steel Pier (31) 
Nick Lucas 
Paul Remos Co 
McFarland T 
Hollywood Co-eds 
Geo Haggerty 
Harry Savoy 
Chas Kemper 
Dick Dana 
Ben Yost’s Singers 
Eddie Kaplin 
BALTIMORE 
Hippodrome (31) 
Bert Wheeler 
Ned Sparks 
3 Smoothies 
Buster West 
Lucille Page 
State (30-1) 
B Whaling & Prtnr 


Ore 


Howard 
Topics in Rhythm 
(2-5) 
DeQuincey & Givens 

Shy Sis 

B Ross & Claudia 
BRIDGEPORT 
Lyrie (31-2) 

Andrews Sis 

Dick Rogers Ore 

Bob Easton Co 

CAMDEN 

Towers (31-2) 





Jones & Dal | 
} Hylton Sis | 
Maysy & Brach 

Bill Ames 


Gambols Rev 
HARTFORD 


State (31-2) 
Gene Krupa Orc 
Willie Shore 
Paul Winchell 

INDIANAPOLIS 

Cirele (31) 
Horace Heidt Ore 

LYNBROOK 

Lynbrook (1) 


Johnny Valente 

Collamore & Collins 

Henry Rodin Co 

(2 to fill) 
PHILADELPHIA 
Carman (31-3) 

Harmonettes 


Don Zelava 
Walkmirs 

(4-6) 
Sally, Jack & Msct 
Bill Ames 
Jack Mann Co 
Topics in Rhythm 


WASHINGTON 
Howard (81) 


Moke & Poke 

The Ghezzis 

| Katherine Harris 

DeLioyd McCabe 
WATERBURY 
Poli’s (29-30) 

Del ¢ Ore 

Hal 


asino 
LeRoy 
Rose Marie 
The Ghezzis 
Oscar Davis 
Catherine Harris 
WILLOW GROVE 
Willow Grove Park 
(Aug. 2 only) 
Harmonettes 
Topics in Rhythm 
Don Zelaya 
3 Walkmirs 
YOUNGSTOWN 
Palace (4-6) 
Glenn Miller Ore 
Dean Murvhy 





Amelia Gilmore 








Cabaret Bills 





NEW YORK CITY 


Armando’s 
Ben Marden Riviera 
Geo. Morris Orc 
Yvonne Chevalier 
Chavez Ore 
Pancho Ore 


Bill Bertolotit’s 
Lyn Reynolds 
Marcia Ballard 
Norma Lucero 


Cootie Williams Orc} 


Don Sylivio Ore 


Roberto Ore 

Bill's Gay 90's 
‘Spike Harrison’ 
Ethel Gilbert 
George Tonak 
Harry Donelly 
Billy Lorraine 
Charlie Ross 
Bernie Grauer 
Gay 90's Quartette 

Cafe Pierre 
Beverly Whitney 
Margaret Scott 
Stanley Melba Ore 

Cafe Society 

(Midtown) 


Hazel Scott 

Zero Mostel 

Joe Sullivan 
Kenneth Spencer 
Eddie South Ore 
Carol Channing 
Albert Ammons 


Cafe Society 
(Village) 
Teddy Wilson Ore 

Albert Ammons 
Pete Johnson 
Baby Hines 
Revuers 
Casino Russe 
Nina Tarasova 
Sasha Polinoff 
Michel Michon 
Nadia & Sasha 
Dmitri Matvienko 
Kris Kay Ore 
Nicholas Matthey O 
Cerutti's 
Brick Top 
Walter Lynch 
Mae Barnes 
Haywood & Allan 
Mary Talley 
4 Chanticleers 
Chateau Moderne 
Lydia Ehrens 
Anette & Sally 
Maurice Shaw Ore 
Claremont Inn 
Charlotte & Benson | 
Joe Richardel Ore | 
Club Caravan 
Jerry Baker 
Al Shayne 
Allan Sis | 
Marian Myles 
Dorothy Manners 
Hazel Scott 
Golden Gate 4 
Eddie South Ore 
Thelma Nevins 
Club 18 
G. Andrews Ore 
Jack White 
Diana Fontaine 
Frankie Hyers 
Vince Curran 
Roy Sedley 
Muriel Lynne 
Lillian Pitzgerald 
Club Samoa 
Mabelle Russelle 
Linda Castro 
Ching 
14 Samoa Maids 


Coq Rouge 


Dick Wilson Ore 
Bela Bizony Orc 
Diamond Horseshoe 
Harriet Hoctor 

Ww. Cc. Handy 

Pansy 

Billy Wells 

Four Fays 

Herman Hyde Co 


Lucienne & Ashour 





Caits Bros 

Emma Francis 
Norine Robinson 
Nellie Durkin 

Billy Banks 

Perry Bruskin | 
Chorus Girls i 
Marshal Montgmery | 
Roy Fox Or« 

Sid Prussin Ore 
Dwyer's 
(Sawdust Trail) 

jobby Heath 
Julia Garrity 
Lynn Arnold 
Frances O'Connell 
Mori Daley 


Dorothy Mack 
Marlene Francis 
Paula Valera 

18 Ciub 
Frankie Hyers 
Roy Sedley 
Vince Curran 
Gaye Dixon 
Jerry Blanchard 
Joe Frisco 

El Chico 
Dorita & Valero 
Consuelo Moreno 
Gloria Belmonte 
Rodriguez 3 
Trio Mixteco 
Del Duca 

El Morocco 


Ore 
Or 


Chauncey Grey 
Chiquito Ore 


Famous Door 


Zorita 

Sunny Tufts 

Eppie Bruce 

Sam Price 

Ramsy Del Rico 
Froeba Orc 

¥efe’s Monte Carlo 
Narita 


Sonny Kendis Ore 
Caballero Orch 
51 Club 
Sid Tomack 
Reis Bros. 
Barbara Lee 
Margie Kelly 
Margo Goode 
Stuart Orc 
Greenwich 
Inn 
Carol Chappelle 
Rita Renaud 
Gloria Manner 
Joan Collier 
Lorna Rode 
Gene Monet Ore 
Havana-Madrid 
Franco & Beryl 
Gabriel Cansino 


Village 





Suzanne Daye 
Lynne & Marianne 


‘ Myrta 


Hilda Moreno 
Chorus Girls 
Maya & Orc 
Don Gilberto Ore 
Hickory House 
Ancil Sweet 
Peggy Stevens 
Jean Murray 
Larry Bennett Ore 
Hotel Astor 
(Astor Roof) 
Alvino Rey Ore 
King Sisters 
Hotel Belmont 


Plaza 
(Glass Hat) 
Bobby Parks Orc 
Bill Johnson 
Christine Forsyth 
Costain & Barry 
Joe Pafumy Ore 
Notel Biltmore 
Hleasley Twins 
Hazel Franklin 
Ray Heatherton Or 
Hotel Commodore 
(Century Room) 
Imogene 
Ray McKinley Ore 
Hotel Edison 
Bobby Byrne Ore 
Hotel Essex House 
(Casine on Park) 
Richard Himber 
Perry Martin 
Hotel Sth Ave 
(Salon Madrid) 
Cass Franklin 
De Marlos 





Rochelle & Beebe 
Pelliteers 
Van Kirk 
Sammy Birch 
Dick Warren Ore 
Iceland Restaurant 
Freddie Bernard 
Roberta Welch 
Wallace Puppets 
Kolette & Deane 
Kozloff 
Nadya & Dinitree 
Jack Dempsey’s 
B’way Restaurant 
Milt Herth 3 
Gracie Barrie 
Dick Stabile Ore 
Jimmy Kelly’s 
Ramon & Joan 
Carter & Sharp 
Montmarte Boys 
Helen Holmes 
Danita Rivera 
Margaret Grey 
Faith Arlen 
Kelly's Stable 
Red Allen Ore 
J. Cc. Higginbotham 
Dixie Roberts 
4 Ginger Snaps 
La Conga 


Marion Colky 
Joey Faye 
Jack Albertson 
Ruth Godfrey 
Jimmy Alexander 
Alice Tyrell 
Ted Arkins 
Dorothy Roberts 
Sacasas Ore 
Jack Harris Ore 
La Marquise 


Frances Connolly 
Al Carr Ore 

La Martinique 
Walter O'Keefe 
Irene Vernon 
Vera Shea 
Billie Bernice 
Doris Dowling 
Shirley Shear 
jrace De Witt 
Una Mae Carlisle 
Jere McMahon 
Martiniqueens 
Emil Coleman Ore 
Noro Morales Orc 
La Vie Parisienne 
Sylvia St Clair 
Hildegarde Hallid’y 





Ade Lubina 
Ginger Layne 
Joe LaPorte Ore 
Place Elegante 
Phil Dante 
William Ross 
cliff Conrad 
Arline Thompson 
Diane Nelson 
Martin Locke 
Manya Borodkin 
Jeannette Garrette 
Ernest Franz Ore 


Queen Mary 
Vin Olson 
Consuelo Flowerton 
B. Jones Trio 
Chiquita & Girls 
Queens Terrace 


Phil Forster 
Eppie Bruce 
Healy & Evans 
Agnes Dwyer 
Jack Allyn 
Ned Harvey Ore 
Grooverneers 


Rainbow Grill 
Russ Smith Ore 
Ashburns 
Sylvia St Clair 

Rainbow Room 
L & E Roberts 
Chas Weidman Co 
Mimi Benzelle 
Carlos Montoya 
Terry Sis Ore 
Cavallero Ore 

Ruban Blea 


Mildred Bailey 
Richard Bennett 
Dave Barbour 
Jack Gilford 
Morris Raymond 
Herman Chittison 
Delta Rhythm Boys 
Lotte Goslar 


Russian Kretchma 


Viadimir Lazaroff 
Eli Spivack 

Gypsy Norma 
Norma Lucero 
Arcadi Stoyanovsky 
Adia Kuznetzoff 
Nastia Poliakova 
Marusia Sava 
Mischa Vzanoff 
Cornelia Cedolban O 


Spivy'’s Roof 
Spivy 





Jockey’s Derby Cl’b 


Brooks Twina 
Bobby Brennan 


Kiki Hall 

Peppi Carman 

Helene 

Bonnie Ferris 
Paddock Int'l 

Zorita 

Chet Boswell 


Yvonettes Rev 
Betty Coette 
Danny Richards 
Frances Carroll 
Willy Dennis 
Wifty Waters 
Marie Kibbey 
Bob Bell 


Paradise Club 
Ford-Bowie-Bailey 





Bobby Evans 
Susannah Churchill 


BOSTON 


Beachcomber 


H Morrissey Orc 

Chico Simone Ore 

Gail Manners 

Marisol 

Artie Dann 

Beach-charmers (5) 
Blinstrub’s 


Peter Bodge Ore 
Boyd Heathen 
Corday & Triano 
Paul Kirkland & Co 
Ted Terry 

Casa Manana 
Alice O'Leary 
Adrian O’Brien 


Jimmy Gallagher 
Bob Novack 

Club. Mayfair 
Rapny Weeks Ore 
Don Rico Ore 
June Weiting 
Hudson & Claire 
Stuart & Le 
Bill Batley 


Richard Lane 

Iris Ison 
Henriquetta Brazil 
Club Vanity Fair 


Al Dickerman Ore 
Madel'e Harrington 
Stella Ray 
Cocoanut Grove 
Mickey Alpert Ore 
Alfred Pineda Orc 











NEW YORK 





VAUDEVILLE THEATRES 


BOOKING THE NATION'S LEADING INDEPENDENT 


EDWARD SHERMAN AGENCY 


BEVERLY HILLS, CAL. 














todian 
Marde 
Bancroft 

Gross Ore 


Guy 
Fay 
Penny 
Burton 
Hotel Lexington 
(Hawaiian Rm) 
Kahala 
Talima 
Momikali 
McIntyre Ore 
Napua 
Leilani Iaea 
Hotel McAlpin 
Dick Robertson Orc 
Hotel New Yorker 
(Terrace Room) 
Johnny Long Ore 
Ronny Roberts 
Bissell & Farley 
Peter Killam 
Mark Plant 
Ariane 
Hotel Navarro 
(Midnight Club) 
Margo &*Mann 
Hotel Park Central 
(Cocoanut Grove) 
Yacht Club Boys 
Glover & La Maye 
Buddy Clarke Orc 
(Royal Palm) 
Dell O'Dell 
Charlie Bourne 
Terry Green 
Bunny Howard 
Sybil & Sundra 
Wilson Lang 
Hotel Pennsylvania 
(Cafe Rouge) 
Charlie Spivak Ore 
Gary Stevens 
Stardusters 
Hotel Pierre 
(Cotillion Room) 
Arthur Carney 
Beverly Whitney 
Towne & Knott 
Stanley Melba Ore 
Hote] Plaza 
(Persian Room) 
Dick Ore 
Ben Cutler 
DiGatanos 
Hotel Roosevelt 
Walter Perner Orch 
Hotel Savoy Plaza 
(Cafe Lounge) 
Larry Adler 
Roy Ross Orch | 
Horel 
(Murray 
Ruth Lowe 
Sair Lee 
Francis 
Henry Noble 
Hotel St. Moritz 
(Cafe de la Paix) 
Charles Columbus 
Kathryn Carroll 
Terri Franconi 
Mack Perrin 
Ford Harrison Ore 
(Sky Gardens) 
Charles Columbus 
Kathryn Carroll 
Terry Franconi 
Hotel St. Regis 
(Viennese Roof) 
Ethel Smith Ens 
Paull Sparr Ore 
Hotel Taft 
Vincent Lopez Ore 
Hotel Waldorf- 
Astoria 
(Starlight Roof) 
Xavier Cugat Ore 
Mischa Borr Ore 
Conchita Martinez 
Lina Romay 
Mario & Floria 
Three Pitchmen 
Hotel Warwick 
(Raleigh Room) 
Vicki George 
Sande Williams Orc} 


Gasparre 


Koom) 


King 








Carmen Cortez 
7 
eva 


Hurricane 
yertrude Niesen 


Sheraton :s 


Rasha & Mirko 
Gabrielle 
Julius Monk 


Latin Quarter 
Juanita Rios 
Barbara Perry 
Jade Ling 
Winters 
Frank Mazzoe Co 
Trixie 
Gloria Gilbert 
Lela Moore 
Martel (3) 

Bob Fuller 

Jane Wood 

Alee Pierce Ore 
Fernando Caney O 

Leon & Eddie's 
Leo Fuld 
Arnaut Bros 
Olympics 
Jean Mode 
Bobby Tables 
Caesar & Rosita 
Pan-American Co 

Maison Pierre 
Tommy Lyman 
Al Lamb 

Mother Kelly’s 
Cully tichards 
Diarmond Bros 
Chorus Girls 

Murrain’s 
Willie Bryant 
Edna Taylor 
Al G 

19th Hole Club 
Marion Powers 
3 Caddies 
Angel Velez Ore 
Snub Mosely Orc 

Number One 
Jaye Martin 
Anne White 
Downey & Gregg 
Hazel Webster 

Onyx Club 
Bricktop 
Tookie Hunter 
Mabel Mercer 
Mae Barnes 
Earl & Toni 
3 Chocolates 

Olid Roumanian 
Sandie Banks 
Freddie Bernard 





Arthur Blake 
Noble & King 
Stork Club 
Grace Reilly 
Charles Blaum 
Bob Knight Orc 
The Place 
Irene Barkley 
Pat Ring 
Evelyn Brock 
Skeets Tolbert 
Tony Pastor's 
Pat Rossi 2 
Annette Guerlain 
Princess Aloma 
Lilyan Lorraine 
Joan Ellis 
Ubangi Club 
Jackie Mabley 
Kelcey Farr 
Ann Lewis 
Beachcombers 
Bill Bailey 
Socaras Ore 
Abbey Orc 
Wivel 
Bob Lee 
Lilyan Dell 
Tommy Hayden 
Doris Neilson 
Chas Bowman Ore 
Theodore Brooks 
The Paulens 
Versailles 


Ore 


Bergere 
Panchito Ore 

Marj Gainsworth 
Francis Abella 
Marj Fielding’s Co 
Rossi Sisters 

Dot & Barbara 

J Mignac 

lisa Kevin 

Mae Blondell 
Mary Ganly 


Village Barn 


The Blentons 
Diane Davis 
Alkali Ike 


Al Robinson 
Village Vanguard 
Richard D sennett 
Leadbelly 

Helen Humes 
Eddie Heywood 3 


ATLANTIC CITY 


Babette’s Club 
- Owen 
Parker 
Carlisle Sisters 
Jean Garry 
Alice & Phil 
Tex Garry 
Milton Huber Orc 
Bath & Turf Club 
Rhoda Chase 
Jerry Cooper 
Lola & Andre 
Dinorah 
Eric Correa Orc 
Bishop's Savoy 
Augie Bond 3 
Breaker’s Hotel 
(Ship Deck) 
4 Toppers 
Pearl Williams 
Chateau Renault 
Sid Rose 
Al Francis 3 
4 Stylists 
Chelsea Hotel 
Billy Van (3) 
Chelsea Trid 
Child’s Cktl Lounge 
Erskine Butterfield 
Chez Paree 
The Novelettes 
Ruth Martin 
Jackie Martin 
Babe Cummings 
Valerie & Susan 
Sunny Rae 
Cliquot Club 
Lenny Ross 
Toni Sorrell 
Ruth Warren 
Betty Gaynor 


Ge 





Jacque Hill 


Ellaine Ellis 
Club Harlem 
Larry Steele 
J Gorham Ore 
Jackie Mabley 
Viola Jefferson 
Frances Brock 
Garland Wilson 
Lorenzo Roberson 
Helen Penn's Co 
Bye Sisters 
Club Madrid 
Jackie Law 
Teddy Keller 
Nanette 
Club Nomad 
Donna Darnell 
Tiny Kaye 
Dixie Sullivan 
Jean Caton 
Bobby Bernard 
Coletta Ellsworth 
Joe Quintelle Ore 
Dude Ranch 
Bill Valee 
Gary Gray 
Billy Du Val 
Serenaders Ore 
Cowboy Orc 
Gables Inn 
(Black Horse Pike) 
Nan De Mar 
Marley 
Russ Taylor 
Tiny Klein 
Gables Ore 
Herman’s Music 
Bar 
Jimmy So Car 
Doris Elliott 
jobby Merrill 











Buster Keim Rev 
Billy Paine 
Mata & Hari 


Elaine Kondos 
Frances McCoy 
Johnny Coyle 
(Melody Lounge) 
Herb Lewis 
Marjorie Garretson 
Copley Plaza 
(Sheraton Room) 
Morton Ore 
Pickens 


Ray 
Jane 
(Merry-Go-Round) 
Mark Gilbert 3 
Copley Square Hotel 
Al DeForrest 








Arthur Ward (Vienna Room) 
Crawford House Lew Conrad Ore 
Freddy Rut Ore Sal & Sandy 
Crawfordettes "€ | Lorraine & Hart 
Sally Keith > Jimmy Marr 
Yvonne Adair Doris Avsott 
Harry Ryan The Cave 
Fox & Hounds Club| Don DiBona Ore 
(Rhumba Casino | Jack Fisher 
Tamara Doriva 
vo Room) Elves Cortes 
ra pat te in Jimmy Marr 
nares : Volk Ore | Pir-ettes 5 
Milton George Ore Se 
Hi-Hat Tic-Toc 
Pete Herman Ore ! Johnny: McGee Ore 
Tremont Plaza Eddie Roth Ore 
Duke Lorenzo Ore | Colosimos 
Ambassador Hotel | Jack Prince 
(Pump Room) Kay Booley 
Emil Petti Nita Tindall 
Buttery Sid Lang Ore 
wee Bane Or Kay & Linda Brice 
xt, Met: eo re Valdez & Corine 
Bismarck Hotel Doris Dupont 
(Walnut Room) Dolly Kay 


Jimmy Joy Ore 
Betty Burns 
Harriett Smith Co 
Don & Sal Jennings 
(Tavern Room) 
Mdith Lorand 
Pritchard 
Ware 
Bob Marshall 
Annette Shields 
Blackhawk 
Ted Weems Ore 
kimo Tanner 
Perry Como 
Blackstone 
(Balinese 
Johnny Duffy 
Patti Clayton 
Brass Rail 
Margie Whitney 
Tune Toppers 
Brevoort Hotel 
(Crystal Room) 
Tony & Lisa 
Joan Baylor 
sob Billings 
Eddie Roth Ore 
Brown Derby 
Three Ryans 
Danny Rogers 
Judy Ellington 
Mary Ann 
Pat Perry 
Hoffman Sis 
Ted Smith 
Duke Yellman Ore 
Capitol Lounge 
Salvo 
Turner Ore 
Chez Paree 
Harry Richman 
Capella & Patricia 
Allen Carney 
Ruth Clayton 
Istelle Sloan 
Buddy Franklin 
Club Alabam 
Florence White 
Paulette LaPierre 
Harriet Norris 
Ginger Wood 
Del Estes 
Allan Coe 
Dave Unell 


jJave 
hick 
> 


I 
I Ore 
I 


Hotel | 
Rm) | 
Ore 


Joe de 


Bill 





Ore 


Connie Harris 
Conway & Parks 
Chris Columbus Orc 
Hotcha Drew 
Margaret Watkins 


Penn Atlantic Hotel 
(Palm Room) 
Al Francis Ore 


President Hotel 
(Round W’rld R’m) 
Herbert Curbello O 
Pepito Lopez 
Phyllis Baker 
Neil Fontaine 
Johnny Hamp 
Lynn Barrett 
Entess & Borgia 
Pupil Dancers 
Del Monte Ore 

Seaside Hotel 
(Surf 'n’ Sand R’m) 
Eddy Bradd Ore 


Frank Petty 

Anne Diamond 
Hotel Bradford 
(Cireus Room) 

Kenny Brilliant 

Lucille & J Maloney 

Hotel Buckminister 
(National Room) 

Hal Roberts Ore 


Hotel Essex 


Ken Travers Orc 
Jack Manning Ore 
Bill Cronin 

Mitizi Crozier 

Bill Groin 


Dorothy Dennis 

Jean Monti 

Sally Harris 
Hotel Fensgate 
(Satire Room) 

Nora Sheridan 

Art Fowler 

Jorie Livingstone 

Allen Jones 

Neil Phillips 
Hotel Lenox 

Don Jose Ore 

Clarita 

Hotel Ritz Carleton 

(Ritz Roof) 

Nat Brandwynne O 

Grover & Jeanne 

Tommy Dix 

Estelita 
Hotel Sheraton 
(Sheraton Sky 

Garden) 

Don Dudley Ore 
Hotel Statler 
(Terrace Room) 

Jack Edwards Ore 
(Cafe Rouge) 

Salvy Cavicchio Ore 
Hotel Vendome 

(Fife & Drum Km) 

Jimmy McHale Orc 

Jolene 

Elia Wilson 

Helen Douglas 

Helen Shepard 

Ken 

Pete Brown 

Broa@way Al 

Russ Howard 

Rio Casino 

Harry de Angelis O 

Helen Carrol 

Lamb-Yokum 


Ore 


Rev 


Gladys Lamb 
Rube Youkum 
Betty Wharton 
Duffy & Tobin 
Adele Henny 
Savoy 
Sabby Lewis Ore 
Steuben’s 


Congress Hotel 
(Glass Hat Room) 
Vincent Bragale O 
Red Duncan 
Jo Anne Hubbard 

Drake Hotel 

(Camilia House) 
Eva Hamilton 
Val Ernie Ore 
Kadigewater Beach 

Hotel 

(Marine 
Will Osborne 
Nitz & Ravel 
Marianne 
Dorben Gls 

885 Club 
Tanner Sisters 
Johnny Howard 
Manuel Contreras 

Eitel’s 
Heidelberg Octet 
Hans Muenzer Ens 

Ratliskellar 
Louie & Gang 

5100 Club 
Danny Thomas 
Bob O Lin Gls 
Mark Fisher Ore 

Garrick Stagebar 
June Price 
Ascot Boys 
Jimmy None 3 

Downbeat Rm 
Stuff Smith Ore 
3 Sharps & Flats 
Gladys Palmer 

Graemere Hotel 
(Glass House Rm) 
Crusaders Ore 
Mary Sinclair 
Dorothy Timmins 

_ Helsings 

(Vodvil Lounge) 
Bill Anson 
Leslie & Carol 
Novelty Aces 
Lillian Clarke 
Jack Herbert 

Hi-Hat 
Diana Barry 
Carlos Vesta 
Betty Hill 


Rm) 
Ore 


H Martinez Orc 
Winnie Hoveler Gis 
ivanhee 


Florence Schubert 
Barney Richards O 
Vierra Hawaiians 
Helen Sumner 
L’ Aiglon 

Spiros Stamos Orc 
Gwendolyn Veausel! 
Murray & Cumming 
George Deveron 
Isobel de Marco 

La Salle Hotel 

(Pan-Am Room) 


New Yorker 


Jackie Green 
Noll & Nolan 
Dalton Boys 
Jack LaVier 
Kay Eibert 
Starlets 

Arne Barnett Ore 


(Piceadilly Circle) 
3 Knights 
Billy Meyers 
Jim Marvin 
Rocky Elsworth 
100 Club 
Dick Bauer Ore 
Billy Carr 
Sophia Parker 
Wilma Novak 
Martin & Margo 
Bobbie Allen 
Fernando & Fair 
Cal Herbert 
Palmer House 
(Empire Room) 
Eddy Duchin Ore 


Alpine Village 
Robberts & White 
Key Taylor 
5 Constrelleys 
Leonardo Amaresco 
Marie Bronarzyk 
Willie Matthias Orc 

Eldorade Club 
fOlga Godec 
Johnny Kaiihui Ore 
Ilona de Bournat 

Hotel Carier 
Charles Wick Orc 
Jacquelina 
Aileen Hurter 

Hotel Cleveland 
George Duffy Ore 
Hete!l Fenway Hall 
Jules and Webb 
Posin Gardner 

Hotel Hollenden 


Kay Vernon 


Book-Cadillac Hotel 
(Book Casino) 
Ben Young Ore 
Jan Martel 
(Motor Bar) 
Eddie Fritz 4 
Bowery 
Billy House & Co 
Lee Keener 
Jean Williams 
Behee Rubyette 5 


Harvey Stone 
Donn Arden Co 
Johnny King 


Sharlie Carlisle 
Benny Resh Ore 
Brass Rali 
Parker 
Palmer 
Swartz 
Casanova 
Shutta 


Del 
Skeeter 


Roy 


Ethel 


Sylvia & Christine 
Anita Lane 
Bob Hopkins 


Warney Ruhl Ore 
Club Congo 

Congoettes 

Elma Turner 
Tropical 3 
Tommy Ellis 
Jimmy Smith 
3ob Parrish 
Congo Ore 


Band Box 


Pete Snyder 


re n 





Tibbles Ore 

y Snyder 

Billy Lankin 
Bar of Muste 

Ann Triola 

Bill Hoffman 


Bill Jordan 

Ken Stevens 

Dick Winslow Ore 
Biltmore Bowl 

Ray Wilbert 

Jimmy Ray 

The Radio Rogues 

The Duffins 

Penny Lee 

Joe Reichman Ore 


Casa Mannna 
Cab Ore 


Cocoanut Grove 
Freddie Martin Ore 
Earl Carrolls 


Yo lliaws 
Caiioway 


West & McGinty 
Gali Gali 
Happy Felton 


LaVonn Mover 
Dorothy Ford 


Wiere Bros 

Rery! Wallace 

St Clair & Day 
Aurora Miranda 
Rolly Rolls 
Shirley Wayne 

Al Norman 

Bill Brady 

Manny Strand Orc 
Michel Ortiz Ore 
Florentine Garden 
Fred Scott 


Mills Bros 

Sugar Geise 
Sonia Levkova 
Jean Tighe 

Toni Todd 

Dr Giovannt 

Ted Fio Rito Ore 


Charlie Foy’s Club 
Charley Foy 
Sammy Walsh 
Jane Keane 

Chavo Sherman 





3laine and Elaine 
Mary Beth Sires * 
Eddy Fens Ore 


(Continued 


Jose Manzaneres O 


ee) 


Gower & Jeanne 

Abbott Dancers 
Sherman Hotel 
(Celtic Cate) 


Gene Kerwin 
Jaros Sis 
(Panther Room) 
Bob Chester 
College Inn Models 
Car! Marx 
Rhumba Casino 
Fun for your Money 
Revue 
Maurice Rocco 


Ore 


606 Club 
Don Harris 
Gay Knight 


June March 
Carrie Finnell 


Fay & Wellington 
Mile Jean 

Janeen 

Aloha 


Millie Wayne 
Ginger Britton 
Jeri Vance 
Midge Fellows 
606 Gis 

Dolly Sterling 
Sol Lake Ore 
Tripoli 3 


Stevens Hotel 


Chuck Foster Ore 
Don DiFlavio 


(Continental Room) 
Yar Rest 


Geo Scherban Ore 
Belen Ortega 


CLEVELAND 


Nella Webb 
Ressilianos 
Burton's Birds 
Sammy Watkins O 
Hotel Statler 
Jules Duke Ore 
La Conga Club 
Manuel D Bibbins Oo 
Lindsay’s Skybar 
Three Bits Rhythm 
Marya Manley 
Pearl de Lucca 
Monaco’s Cafe 
Walter Jean Brown 
Judy Lipton 
June Brooks 
Herb Hagenor Ore 
Regal Club 
Ducky Malvin Ore 
3700 Club 
Leon Le Verdie 
Hal Hall 
Don Walsh Ore 





DETROIT 


Haymarket 
Fanchon 3 


Le Roy & Carol 


June Eldridge 
Wally Joh] 
Russ Dristry Orc 


London Chop House 
Caroll & Gorman 
Ethel Howe 
Ruby Orc 
Sammy Dilbert Ore 
Olde Wayne Club 
Jimmy Clark Ore 
Joan Chapman 
Palm Beach 
Howard 
G D Washington 
Billy De Armo 
Amanda Follette 
Don Pablo Orc 
Royale 
Beatty 
Sylvia Froos 
Biltmorettes 
Mary Kulham 
Royalettes 
Carl Ronner 
Bill McCune Ore 
Wonder Bar 
Avlene Mason 
Madelon Baker 
Manuel Lopez 
Guy Welsh orc 


Gus 


Geo 


Ore 





LOS ANGELES 


Les Barnett Orc 
Grace Hayes Lodge 
Elizabeth Talbot 


Casey Thompson 


Vivian Marshal 
Mary Healy 

P Lind Hayes Ore 
Hollywood Casino 
Five Men & A Maid 
Jan Savitt 


Hollywood Tropics 


Yvonne & Wayne 
Maxine Lewis 
Paul Neighbors Ore 


Thomas 
House of Murphy 
Jean Meunier 
Margaret Padula 
Bob Murphy 
Louisiana 
Ros Troupe 
LeBaron Ore 


Cafe 


Dick 


Ramon 
Eddie 
Macambo 
Horne ; 
Ohman Ore 
Ure 


Lena 
Phil 
Felix Mart’ que 
Palladium 
W oody 
Slapsy 
Ben Blue 
Jackie Gleason 
Louis De Pron 
Norma Squires 
Patricia Page 
Benny Lessy 
Patti Moore 
Sam Lewis 
Joe Plumer 
Streets of Paris 


Herman Ore 


Maxies 


Ore 


Art Tatum 
Mead ‘Lux’ Lewis 
Wingy Manone Ore 


Swannee Inn 


Morgan 3 
Johnson 


Loumel 
Walter 
Trianon 
Henry Busse Ore 
Trouville Club 


Lee & Lester 
Spirits of Rhythm 





MIAMI 





Club Bali | Five O'Clock Club 
Yan Kirk poe yd ;, 
r : souise Carlyle 
be Tamara Bourbon & Bayne 
‘ psons . + Fabian Storey Ore 
Baliettes 8 a 
Tommy Nunez Ore Jimmie’s 
Earle Hanson Ore Myvi Rell 
Pt Myies ell 
Don Lanning’s Spauldings 3 
Roberta Sherwood tous Bros 
Marie Lewis Luckeyettes 6 
Louise Hlatch Ore Les Robinson Ore 


on page 55) 
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VARIETY 


LEGITIMATE 49 





Legit Mors. Look to Production Pool 
As Medium to Offset Priorities 








General meeting of the League of 


New York Theatres was excellently 
attended last week, when Broadway 
showmen talked over and listened 
to suggestions to conserve and ob- 
tain neéessary materials for next 
season’s productions. Plan to be 
worked out calls for producers ear- 
marking the commodities which will 
be needed, rather than leave that up 
to accessory firms entirely. Opinion 
after the session was that the man- 
agers will muddle through, even 
though war prioritiés may make it 
difficult to make presentations com- 
parable to last season, 

Principal plan is to form a pool 
of all stage appurtenances, includ- 
ing settings, lighting ~apparatus, 
lines and other materials that may 
be difficult to obtain during coming 
months. Plan may call for consider- 
able financing, but, with downtown 
interests seeking an outlet on Broad- 
way, the money required is expected 
to be readily obtainable, since such 
an investment would be virtually 
guaranteed. Should the pool be 
backed by outside money, the Lea- 
gue would not to be called upon to 
raise the necessary capital through 
banks, but that source would likely 
be fertile if individuals do not come 
forward to back the pool. 


A survey will be made of the con- 
tents of theatrical storehouses and 
the suggestion of managers renting 
or selling props and other produc- 
tion necessities is expected to ease 
the production situation if new ma- 
terials are delayed or not unobtain- 
able. It is also possible that Holly- 
wood will be asked for information 
as to what aid it can give to help 
out Broadway in extremities. As 
Coast studios are known to be look- 
jng to the legit stage for story 
sources more than ever, some ar- 
rangement is in sight whereby pic- 
ture storehouses would help, even 
if the film people were not in- 
terested in the financing of stage 
shows. 

Picture offices in the east ex- 
pressed some doubt about Holly- 
wood being a source of materials 
for Broadway production, although 
it was conceded that if a studio is 
interested in a legiter it probably 
would help out it necessary, Ex- 
plained that the Coast also faces 
shortages and several studios have 
pooling arrangements, which prob- 
ably gave the legit managers the 
idea to follow suite. 


DPSI, SARI Near Deal, 
After 3 Yrs., on Royalties 
Via Am Performances 








Under a contract currently being 
prepared for signatures, the Society 
of Authors’ Representatives, Inc., 
literary and play brokers, will make 
available to the Dramatists Play 
Service, Inc., authors’ group deal- 
ing in amateur rights on a royalty 
basis, any amateur rights they con- 
trol and ‘cooperate with the DPSI 
in every way so long as that co- 
Operation is not in conflict with the 


wishes of their author clients.’ In 
return SARI gets a stock interest 
in DPSI plus three people on 


DPSI’s board. Legal document was 
three years in the making. 
DPSI-SARI pact is not exclusive. 
Authors can still sell to any dealer 
in amateur rights outside of SARI. 





Actress Hurt 
Yellow Springs, O., July 28. 

Martha White, young summer 
stock player at the Yellow Springs 
non-Equity summer theatre here, is 
now at the Miami Valley Hospital 
in Dayton, where she is being treated 
for injuries following a 14-foot fall 
from a cliff in a nearby glen owned 
by Antioch College. 


Miss White is believed to have 
suffered a broken back. 





Monty Wooley Home Sold 
Saratoga Springs, N. ¥., July 28. 
The home of Mr. and Mrs. James 

S. Wooley and Monty Wooley, the 

actor, at 718 North Broadway, has 
een purchased by Capt. Andrew S. 

Hickey, U. S. Navy, of Washington, 
. C., for his summer home. 


Monty Wooley, who recently was 
here, has returned to Hollywood for 
another picture. He has bought the 
property of the late Mrs. Webster C. 
Moriarta, 2 Circular street. 


vv 


| Report on Chilean Drama 


Santiago, July 16. 

There are two resident stock 
ccmpanies in Santiago. Lucho Cor- 
doba directs and stars himself in 
a company presenting only comedies. 
Recent success was six weeks run 
of ‘Arsenico y Encaje Antiguo’ 
(Arsenic and Old Lace). All things 
considered it was well done. Play 


this week is called ‘Petit Cafe’ by 
Tristan Bernard. 


Other company is directed by and 
stars Juan Carlos Crohare. Heavily 
dramatic. This week’s show is called 
‘La Papirussa’ by Tornado y Na- 
Varro. : 


Sam Harris Executors 
Have Several Problems 
On Estate Settlement 


A meeting of executors and others 
concerred in the estate of Sam H. 
Harris was held last week, he hav- 
ing died about one year ago. They 
were presented with a number of 
problems that must be decided upon 
before the estate is settled, which 
will probably take considerable 
time. 


Harris was once a millionaire, but 
most of his fortune was gobbled by 
the stock market and it is indicated 
that the estate is not sizeable, despite 
the successes he produced after the 
Wall Street collapse, such as ‘You 
Can't Take it With You,’ ‘I'd Rather 
Be Right’ and ‘Lady in the Dark,’ his 
last presentation. 


Harris owned a quarter interest 
in the Lyceum theatre, N. Y. Marcus 
Heiman and Max Gordon have a 
similar share, while Moss Hert and 
George S. Kaufman are among 
others interested. That property was 
bought as a realty bargain and may 
eventually prove so, but the owners 
face a difficult situation, even 
though it has been successfully 
operated during the past two sea- 
sons. Lyceum had earned a goodly 
profit, but, before it can be distribu- 
ted to the owners, the net may be 
subject to an excess profits tax of 
90% plus the normal tax. Indicated 
that the solution would be to sell the 
valuable parcel, site extending from 
45th to 46th streets east of Broad- 
way. 

Harris estate also owns a third in- 
iterest in the Music Box, which did 
not have a profitable season for the 
first time since it was built, but is 
now in high again with ‘Star and 
Garter.’ Irving Berlin also owns 
one-third, as does Lee Shubert. Pro- 
vision in the will is that Berlin be 
given preference should the estate 
decide to sell the Harris share. 


WILL REVISE DRASTIC 
ATLANTA CENSORSHIP 


Atlanta, July 28. 
drastic 











revision of a 
which would 


Promising 
censorship ordinance, 


in Atlanta, Councilman Roy Bell an- 
nounced he would confer with City 
Attorney Jack C. Savage to work 
out a reasonable solution. As orig- 
inally drafted by Bell, the ordinance 
provides that the board of trustees 
of Carnegie library, or a committee 
of censorship appointed by the board, 
shall pass on all theatrical exhibi- 
tions before they shall be permitted 
to show, and that no advance sale 
of tickets shall be permitted until 
the board has first approved the 
show. 

Exempted from censorship under 
the original Bell measure would be 


tional, charitable, fraternal or relig- 


ious purposes. 

Theatre owners and operators com- 
mented that, if previews were de- 
manded in approving stage shows, it 
would be impracticable for any of 
them to attempt to exhibit here. 
They further pointed out that un- 





isubjected to the same scrutiny as 


| burlesque. 


| practically bar legitimate stage shows 


exhibitions given purely for educa- | 


der provisions of the Bell ordinance, | 
as originally drawn, opera would be | 


Private Little Libya 


—_—. 


Even before he was an actor 
or director, Bretaigne Windust 
was accustomed to people mis- 
spelling and mispronouncing 
his name, But since he started 
casting ‘Strip for Action,’ the 
new Howard  Lindsay-Russel 
Crouse play, he’s been getting 
some variations even he never 
heard before. 


Topper occurred the other 
day when an actor asked for 
‘Mr. Sandstorm.’ 








Bill Saroyan Will Sort 
Of Warm Up With Two 
Of His Shorter Scripts 


William Saroyan, who  blandly 
announces his ‘first half dozen 
plays,’ is slated into rehearsal this 
week with two of the shorter scripts. 
He will operate at the Belasco, N. Y., 
instead of the Ritz as first reported, 
and will probably rename it the 
Saroyan theatre or ‘showcase.’ 
Author-manager is casting here and 
there instead of engaging actors 
handled by agents, as he did when 
putting on ‘The Beautiful People.’ 

It will be a repertory company 
and the players will be on the 
Equ‘ty minimum pay of $50 weekly. 
plus a percentage of profits, if any. 
Author-manager was required to 
post a salary bond of $1,000 with 
Equity, although he estimates the 
weekly payroll for the actors will be 
$1,506. Saroyan said he expects to 
get a letter of guarantee from the 
Shuberts for the balance of the play- 
ers’ salaries. Saroyan hasn’t said 
much more about his utopian scheme 
of a production outfit to be backed 
by non-managers profits to revert to 
the Kitty so that more of his plays 
can be put on. 

If any show on the Saroyan sched- 
|ule clicks, it is to be moved to an- 
| other house, but right now he plans 
putting on one play after another 
for a week or two. Opening show 
is supposed to consist of ‘Talking to 
| You’ and ‘Across the Board to To- 
morrow.’ Maybe to follow: ‘Get 
Away Old Man,’ ‘Afton Water,’ ‘De- 
cent Birth, Happy Funeral,’ ‘Elmer 
and Lily’ and ‘Jim Dandy.’ Latter 
was done by a flock of community 
theatres last season. 


ARDEN, DEL., STRAWHAT 
TAKES B. 0. CLIPPING 


There is some doubt whether the 
summer stock theatres at Arden, 
Del., will finish out the season. It 
appears the outfit is booked up too 
high for the business, which is also 
|true of other rural projects which 
|planned the summer before the gas 
|and tire situation arose. Arden is 
|about 20 miles outside of Wilming- 
|ton, from which it drew most of its 
audiences previously, but so far this 
summer city patronage is away 
down. 

It is planned to present short cast 
plays, and in that way the house may 

















who backed 
She is 


by Louisa D. Carpenter, 
several plays on Broadway. 
of the Dupont clan. 





Garden, A. C., Folds 
Atlantic City, July 28. 
Garden Pier theatre, after 
week run, closed its doors Saturday 
night (25) for lack of business. First 
week Gloria Swanson in ‘Reflected 
i|Glory’ played to almost 
houses, and second week Ruth Chat- 
|terton in ‘Rebound’ fared only a lit- 
itle better. 
| Izzy Hearst and Joe Beck opened 
ltheatre for what they planned to be 
a 10-week season. 





}manager and Joe Franks and Harry | 


|Silvers, of Walnut Street theatre, 
Philly, were in charge of boxoffice 
|Each night about 100 passes were 
given to servicemen here, but only a 
fraction of that number used them. 


Gordon on Way East 
For Marx Rehearsals 


Hollywood, July 28. 

| Rehearsals for Groucho Marx’s 
legit starrer, ‘Franklin Street,’ will 
|get underway with the arrival in 
| N. Y. of producer Max Gordon, who 
hauls East this week. He’s dickering 











| with Dorothy Peterson for a fea- 
tured part. 
Show breaks in Sept. 


18 at Wil- 


ington for a week and Boston two 
weeks before the Broadway stand. 


continue to be lighted. It is operated | 


t wo- ' 


empty | 


Leon Leopold was | 


mington, Del., then moves to Wash- | 


London Legit Biz Only 10% Off “41 
And Surprisingly Good: New Season's 
Lineup Augurs Another 


Healthy Yr. 





‘Moon’ at $2 in D. C. 


Washington, July 28. 

John Steinbeck’s play, ‘The Moon 
Is Down,’ with Conrad Nagel fea- 
tured, comes into the National thea- 
tre Aug. 10 for a week’s engagement. 
Top will be $2.20 with matinees 
scaled at $1.50. 

Show will gamble with August heat 
in a house without air conditioning. 


A. K. Showmen Find That 
Old Feeling Gone On 
Outing to Long Island 


The quietest outing since the Hot 
Air Club was formed was that held 
Sunday (26), when a considerably 
depleted complement of ak. legit 
showmen trooped to the Engineer’s 
Country Club, Roslyn, L. IL, to 
guzzle clams and so forth. Year af- 
ter year, on the last Sunday in July, 
the ‘boys’ went to Pleasure Bay, near 
Red Bank, N. J., but that ancient 
clambake joint is finally out of busi- 
ness. Another disappointment was 
the discontinuance of the boats to 
the Highlands, where the party en- 
trained for the defunct place on the 
Shrewsbury River. Boat trip down 
the bay was one of the features of 
the event, affording an opportunity 
for the vets to talk over old times. 

Too many familiar faces were 
missing. That was partly accounted 
for by illness among some of the 
regulars. Notice of the outing was 
not received by others, either de- 
signedly or otherwise, with the re- 
sult that the good-fellowship that 
kept. the organization going so long 
was missing. There were some new 
members, figured to pep up the out- 
ing. but that didn’t work. 

Al Morgan was elected president 
for the coming year, succeeding Ben 
| Atwell, who wasn’t present, being 
|} out on the California desert raising 
rattlesnakes. 


BROOKS ATKINSON WILL 
REMAIN A DRAMA CRITIC 


Atkinson 























Return of Brooks 


i week to 
| the N,. Y. Times disproves persistent 
}reports that he was to become a war 
| correspondent. He will vacation as 
‘usual for the balance of the summer 
ee resume his regular Broadway re- 
|viewing with the start of the legit 
|season in the fall. 
| Reports that Atkinson was to be a 
| correspondent apparently arose from 
| his known desire to switch to that 
phase of newspaper work. He was 
assigned to attend a course for cor- 
spondents conducted at Harvard last 
|spring and subsequently toured the 
| country and wrote a series of articles 
on the public attitude in various 
j}areas toward the war. 

However, with a number of trained 
war correspondents now back in the 
U. S. from posts in the Axis coun- 





tries, there are not enough foreign 
lassignments to go around. So the 
Times is continuing Atkinson at his 
|critic’s berth. 

Delmar’s Musical 
eimar Ss musica 
| Harry Delmar, production chief of 
USO-Camp Shows, bought a musi- 
leal comedy script 


| Aweigh’ by Guy Boiton and Eddie | Sylva’s 


his duties as drama critic of | 





London, July 28. 


West-End shows took a 20% dive 
recently, but are gaining back 10% 
at least, making a drop of only 
10% from last year at this time. 
With summer considered a record 
for many years, going way back to 
peace time, biz now is still excep- 
tionally good. 

There are three reasons for the 
downward trend: (1) The bigger tax 
charged by the government, (2) 
the present war situation, which 
has been somewhat depressing and 
(3) the usual summer conditions. 
There's, however, a fourth reason, 
which has been overlooked by most 
showwise felk, a redundancy of mu- 
sicals and revues; nearly 40% are 
music shows, and most of the shows 
have had big runs and are, there- 
fore, practically exhausted in popu- 
larity. 

All-in-all, the show field looks 
very healthy, with managements not 
the least perturbed, as can be seen 
by the coming lineup, which is very 
extensive, comprising as it does over 
29 shows of diverse nature, between 
now and Christmas, not counting the 
usual four or five seasonal panto- 
mimes. > 

H. M. Tennent, Ltd., the biggest 
purvey: s of straight shows, now 
have six plays in the West-End 
and will have another six in the 
course of the next few months, 
with some already touring the 
sticks. These are ‘To Dream Again,’ 
Sterring Robert Donat, which is 
packing ’em in the sticks, although 
show is said to be in need of shak- 
ing up before it is ready for its 
West-End premiere. It’s due at the 
Lyric some time in August. That's 
providing Metro, which has Donat 
under film contract, does not claim 
him. But, if they do, they will have 
to give him four weeks’ notice. An- 
otter important show by same firm 
is ‘Petrified Forest,’ which they will 
do in conjunction with Henry She- 
rek, who is in the army. Sherek 
has had the Robert W. Sherwood 
play since before the war, and it 
has often been talked of for the 


West-End. Starrers are Owen 
Nares and Constance Cummings, 
with rehearsals starting in about 


five weeks. Then they have Noel 
Coward’s new play, ‘The Happy 
Breed.’ and three short plays by the 
ace English actor-author. These 
will be done in the West-End after 
}Six months on the road. Others are 
| Emlyn Williams’ adaptation of Tur-, 





last | genev’s ‘A Month in the Country,” 


to star Peggy Ashcroft; 
‘Fiare Path,’ 


new play, 
by Terence Rettigan, 


and ‘Stranger’s Road,’ currently 
touring with Diana Churchill and 
Barry K. Barnes. 


Hylton Making Comeback 
Jack Hylton, who has been absent 


from the West-End after having 
three shows running concurrently 
early this year, is scheduled for 


heavy comeback. Has six pending. 
These are Sir Patrick Hastings’ ‘Red 
Duster,’ which he is doing in con- 
junction with Basil Dean and Alec 
Rea; Marguerite Steen’s ‘Grand 
Manor,’ starring Marie Tempest and 
Alfred Drayton; ‘Death at Hibiscus,’ 
adapted from Val Gielgud’s famous 





| 
| 


radio feature, both in conjunction 
with William Mollison. ‘Hibiscus’ is 
skedded for Septembe: ‘th Hylton 
already conferring wi: tebe Dan- 


iels and Ben Lyon for leading roles. 
Also C. B. Cochran's ‘Cock-a-Doodle- 
Do,’ and a new musical left by late 
Stanley Lupino, which is sequel 
to his last moneymaker ‘Lady Be- 
have. Also a script by Beverly 
Baxter titled ‘September Fourth.’ 
July 11; $4 to the £) 
Tom Arnold, who has four run- 


titled ‘Ankles| ning, is getting ready Buddy De 


‘DuBarry Was a Lady,” 


| Davis with tunes by Lester Lee and| starring Frances Day in the Ethel 


Jerry Seelen. 


Cleffers did some of | Merman part, and Arthur Riscoe in 


|the ‘Star and Garter’ tunes and many /the Bert Lahr role. 


‘of Jge E. Lewis’ routines. 
Deimar has been okayed for a six- 


in Vinton 
Show is 


Jack Waller has one 
Freedly’s ‘Let’s Face It.’ 


| 
| week leave to handle his first major | touring sticks and still needs whip- 


| . ° ‘ ‘ 
| production venture since his ‘Revels.’ 


‘Stage’ $5,500 in Toronto 


Toronto, July 25. 
With Ethe] Britton in the lead of 
\‘Stage Door,’ first of the Frank 
|M:Coy summer season productions 
|here saw the Royal Alexandra gross- 





in, good estimated $5,590, with 1,251. | 


|seater scaled at $1.50 top. 


| Glory. 


Elissa Landi follows in ‘Romance’: | 
then Gloria Swanson in es | 


| ping into shape before its London 
| debut. Understood it makes its bow 
lat the Winter Garden which has 
| been closed since 1936, but was once 
| one of the best spots for musicals in 
the West-End. 

Lee Ephraim has ‘Claudia.” H. M. 
Tennent was anxious to get it as 
starring vehicle for Vivien Leigh, 
i but Ephraim has Nova Pilbeam, 
former child film star, lined up for 


(Continued on page 50) 
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| London’s New 


title role. Show goes into rehearsal 
next week, and opens in the sticks 
August 31 for two weeks, coming to 
St. Martin’s theatre Sept. 14. 

George Black has three lined up. 
One is ‘No Orchids For Miss Bland- 
ish,’ the adaptation of Hadley Chase’s 
best seller. This is Black’s first at- 
tempt at a straight show and, from 
reports of its first showing at Black- 
pool, looks like a click. Show goes 
to Prince of Wales theatre July 30. 
New Palladium revue, starring Max 
Miller, Rawicz and Landauer and 
Mary Naylor, new discovery, is 
likely to open here cold, without 
the usual Brighton breakin date, 
sometime in September. Also new 
revue at Hippodrome, sqgmetime in 
November, with Tommy Trinder as 
sole star. 








Buchanan As Producer 


Jack Buchanan returns to the 
West-End, as producer only, after 
six years, with musical by Eric 
Maschwitz and Bernard Grun, which 
is based on the life of Chopin. This 
will have to go through the provinces 
before hitting the West-End. 


Firth Shephard’s only new one is 
‘Wild Rose,’ which is an up-to-date 
version of ‘Sally,’ by Guy Bolton and 
Jerome Kern, done in England in 
1926. Now touring sticks, with 
Sydney Howard and Jessie Matthews 
heading cast, and comes to the 
Prince’s some time in August. With 
‘Man Who Came to Dinner’ and 
‘Fine and Dandy, Shephard wiil 
have three on boards. 


O’Bryen, Linnet & Dunfee, who 
have three running currently, have 
only one in contemplation. This is 
Patrick Hamilton’s ‘The Duke in 
Darkness,’ for which Leslie Banks 
has already been contracted. 


By far the biggest venture to date 
of the new progressive producing 
firm of Bernard Delfont is ‘Old 
Chelsea,’ operetta by Walter Ellis, 
with music by Richard Tauber and 
Bernard Grun, in which Tauber will 
star. Show opens in Birmingham in 
October, with other spots in the 
provinces to follow, on fortnightly 
stands. Comes to London, probably 
at Coliseum or Stoll’s, Kingsway, 
early next year. 


Erie Maschwitz also has new 
edition of his successful revue of 
two years ago, ‘New Faces,’ which 
he is calling ‘More New Faces,’ 
likely to be done at the Comedy, 
where original ‘Faces’ was presented, 


Ambrose Also Producing 


New venturers to the West-End 
show front are Donald Stewart, who 
is presenting himself and his partner 
Renee Houston, in new play written 
by her. Show will have tryout in 
the sticks and, if worthwhile, is due 
in around October. Ambrose, form- 
er ace band leader, is also venturing 
in the show field. He has com- 
missioned Val Guest and George 
Marriot to write him new musical, 
based on music maestro’s signature 
tune, ‘When the Day is Done,’ which 
he has been using for the last 16 
years. American music smith, Mann- 
ing Sherwin, is to supply the 
melodies. 

Other ventures are new Herbert 
Farjeon revue, to star Betty Ann 
Davis, sponsored by Jack Pemberton, 
which comes to the Ambassadors 
some time in August; a play based 
on new Daphne du Maurier book, 
in which Helen Breen (Mrs. Tom 
Arnold) intends to emulate her hus- 
band and have a crack at this thing 
called show biz, and Russell Thorn- 


dike’s new play, ‘The House of 
Jeffreys,’ Starring his sister Sybil 
Thorndike. 


(Estimated Grosses for Week Ending | per week, which is red ink. 


July 11; $4 10 the £) 
‘Alls Fair,” Whitehall (3rd week). 


New revue starring Phyllis Dixie 
not doing too well with $6,400. 
‘Big Top,’ His Majesty’s (8th 


week). Opened big, exceeding $16,- 
000 first few weeks, but caught in 
slight slump and now nearer $12,000. 
Will improve when things are on 
the upgrade, which is already evi- 
denced., 

‘Blithe Spirit,’ St. James’s (2d 
year). Was smash of last season and 
has made much coin for H. M. Ten- 
nent and Noel Coward and John C. 
Wilson,» their American confrere. 
Grosses for months at Piccadilly, 
where show was originally produced 
and only moved to make room for 
John Gielgud’s Shakespearean sea- 
s0n, were as high as $10,000, and 
first weeks intake of $3,000 at this 
house seems mere pittance by com- 
parison. But still no loss, and can 
linger for while, which is intended. 

D‘Oyly Carte Opera Co., Princess 
(Sth week). There’s always a call 


Continued from page 49 
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for Gilbert and Sullivan’s operas, 
although it is gradually becoming 
more limited. Opened to steady 
$9,000 for first four weeks, with 
three more weeks to follow, and 
still around $8,000, with last two 
weeks likely to improve. Firth 
Shephard’s ‘Wild Rose’ due in to re- 
place. 

‘Fine and Dandy,’ Saville (8th 
week). Has suffered somewhat from 
recent unhealthy trend. Opened to 
over $12,000, and now nearer $10,000, 
with definite evidence of improve- 
ment apparent. Still good for usual 
lengthy run, 


‘Full Swing,’ (ilth week), Palace. 
This show was whispered around as 
sure flop while it was touring sticks, 
prior to London production. But 
fooled ’em all and is in real smash 
class. Practically capacity. Doing 
steady $13,500, and looks like dupli- 
cating its previous success, ‘Under 
Your Hat.’ 


‘Gangway,’ Palladium (26th week) 
still in the money, despite its long 
run. Has done as high as $24,000, 
and dropped last week to $19,000. 

‘Get a Load of This,’ Hippodrome 
(34th week). Gets credit for being 
oldest show in West End and still in 
the money. Has touched $18,000 for 
months, but now nearer $14,000. 
New show due around November. 


‘Happidrome,’ Prince of Wales 
(18th week). Has done exception- 
ally well for show that’s of provin- 
cial calibre. Grossed consistently 
around $12,000 per week, with only 
setback when matinees were cut 
with twice nightly policy sub- 
stituted. That week it was suicidal, 
with management immediately re- 
turning to original policy. Closed 
July 18 to go to Blackpool for sum- 
mer season, with George Black’s ‘No 
Orchids for Miss Blandish’ replacing 
July 30. 


‘Lifeline,’ Duchess, (2d week). 
Everything went haywire for open- 
ing, including inaudibility and de- 
fective stage lighting, but it has 
managed to survive it all, with first 
week touching $3,200, which is about 
even break. 

‘Macbeth,’ Piccadilly 
John Gielgud’s Shakesperean rep 
doing nicely with $11,200. 

‘Maid of the Mountains,’ Coliseum 
(20th week). For revival this one 
seems to hold its own with many 
new ones. Has exceeded $12,000 for 
months and even at its present 
figure ‘of $10,000 can go along at 
steady gait. Expected to stay till 
pantomime season, with ‘Belle of 
New York,’ another revival, starring 
Evelyn Laye, as likely successor. 

‘Rain,’ St. Martin’s (3d week). 
Somerset Maugham’s oldie means 
very little. Barely attracting $2,000. 
Just here as stop-gap till ‘Claudia’ is 
ready. 

‘Rebecca,’ Strand (7th week). Not 
much response at boxoffice for this 
revival. 
Owen Nares till ‘Petrified Forest’ is 
ready to start rehearsals. Barely do- 
ing $2,800. 


‘Quiet Week-End,’ Wyndhams’. Cel- | 


ebrating its first anniversary July 22 
and still going strong. Has done as 
high as $7,000, but now nearer $5,200, 
which still very profitable. Film 
rights have just been disposed of to 
Associated British Picture Corp., in 
which Warners recently acquired big 
holding. 

Russian Ballet Co., Cambridge (8th 
week). Sponsor of this outfit is 





wealthy business man, Jay Pomeroy, 
i;who is dabbling in theatre biz as 
| hobby, which he is not finding any 
| too profitable. But he does not seem 
to mind. Has been averaging $5.200 

Has 
|lease of house for whole year, with 
|rental paid in advance. 

Sadler’s Wells Ballet, New (4th 
week). In for five weeks’ season, 
witth quite good following. Did 
steady $5,200, which was profit yield- 
ing. Old Vic Drama Co., subsidiary 
of S. W. B., followed on 22nd with 
‘Othello.’ 


‘Sky High,’ Phoenix (5th week). 
Has not come up to expectations, al- 
though did $8,000 per on first weeks 
of opening. Now nearer $7,200. Still 
profitable, but big cast should top 
this kind of coin. Tor Arnold, who 
presents, will keep it going, in an- 
ticipation of improvement. 

‘The Dancing Years,’ Adelphi (17th 
week). Doing practically capacity, 
and even when Ivor Novello, actor- 
author, was out through indisposi- 
tion, biz was hefty. Has enjoyed 
steady intake of over $13,000. Looks 
like staying out the year. 

‘The Doctor’s Dilemma,’ Haymar- 
ket (18th week). Vivien Leigh-Ber- 
nard Shaw combo has been attracting 





(3rd week). | 


Only there as stopper for | 


| plenty patronage, with grosses top- 


ping $8,000 for many weeks. Has 
|now dwindled to nearer $4,800, but 
‘even at that figure still moneymaker. 
| “fhe Man Who Came to Dinner,’ 
‘Savoy (30th week). Was voted as 
smash hit of the season, and for 
weeks topped $9,200 mark, Has now 
slipped to nearer $7,000, still very 
good. 

‘The Morning Star,’ Globe (29th 
week), Clicked for months, doing 
steady $6,500, but now nearing the 
$5,400 mark, still worthwhile. Wili 
probably be replaced by one of H. M. 
Tennents’ shows now on the road, but 
that won’t be for a month or two, 

‘Warn That Man,’ Garrick (28th 
week). Has proved very profitable 
and for many weeks was raking in 
steady intake of $5,600. Is now slip- 
ping to nearer $3,600, with rumor 
prevalent of early closure. But 
O’Bryen, Linnet & Dunfee, owners 
of show, maintain it’s staying on in- 
definitely. 

‘Watch on the Rhine,’ Aldwych 
(1lth week). Is one of the hits of 
season and getting practically ca- 
pacity. May go well beyond Xmas. 


Play Out of Town 














Keep Your Distance 
Del Monte, Cal., July 28. 


Comedy in three acis, one scene, by Ivan 
Tors, adapted by Andor de Soos, presented 
at the Del Monte theatre, Del Monte, Calif., 
July 22, pre-Broadway tryout, by George 
Banyai; stars K. T. Stevens and lan Keith; 
set and lighting by Jack Beardsley. 

BHETIM. 0. vescesescvecccesece Walter Brooke 
Jim Hoggard......cessccecessesss Tan Keith 


Spencer.......++ eecese di ecacectis ae. eee 
Kay Doster. :.ccecessescestes K. T. Stevens 
Mabel Newton. .ccccccseseses Louise Arthur 
BUSAN s ccivcecstcce peéescies Phyllis Benbow 
A Glass Fitter..... +... Robert P, Lammers 


DORMER Orcs saevees She cend Jimmy Heisinger 
Ivan GregorovitZ........- Robert H, Harris 
Calhoun...cssccccsecs dovece Herbert Vigran 
MAIKO. cccccccsecvcvecee Sobdeoscebaen Fred Clarke 
Policeman.......ses Sb b 665.5 4603408 Max Cole 
Circus Buyer.......+. «+»-Howard Magwood 
Government Official.......... Harry Altner 
PRGOME!. .6.acb ins oe cvescosesete Allan Wyatt 
Woman Buyer..ccceccecces Phyllis Beardsley 
Truck Driver...ccccccecsees Jack Beardsley 





Farce comedy preemed at small 
Del Monte theatre, capacity 500, fea- 
turing blonde K. T. Stevens of the 
\films and Ian Keith. Ivan Tours, 
‘continental playwright, and Andor 
i\De Soos, adapter, are Hollywood 
|writers, having just finished ‘Cover 
|Girl’ for Rita Hayworth. 

Directed by Robert H. Harris, play 
lis fast-paced, has comedy and sev- 
leral novel angles, particularly the 
‘private zoo background_.of ‘Bring- 
|’Em-Back-Kicking’ Hoggard, played 
by Keith. Latest acquisition to this 
|z00 is Kay Foster, a Lupe Velez part, 
}and she proves to be the wildest ani- 
jmal of all. K. T. Stevens, who has 
| had some experience on the stage, 
plays it for all its worth. 

| Plot revolves about Hoggard’s at- 
|tempts to tame Kay by mental pur- 
isuasion. She neatly counters with 
well-known physical allure. 





the 
| Needless to say, Hoggard loses and 
| gets caged, literally and figuratively, 
iby his so-called subject. 


| 


| which the uncontrollable girl buys 


up her erstwhile master’s zoo and 
throws it into the lap of her frantic 
| manager, effectively played by direc- 
tor Harris. Walter Brooke, in small 
part of sheriff, makes part stand 
| out. 


Comedy needs rewriting and tight- 
ening up, especially the second act 
curtain. Has picture angles, authors 
|apparently having had one eye on 
Hollywood. De Soos did a good job 
|on the dialog, which is along sophis- 
| ticated lines, Dalz. 











| Zero Moste! 


| ees CONtinued from page 2 











ually fed him to Ivan Black, the Cafe 


| Society p.a. 

Black threw him in action at the 
downtown bistro one midnight dur- 
jing a testimonial for Woody Her- 
l'man. Since his click at the nitery, 
where his stipend was and is about 
$100 a week, Mostel scored in Clif- 
ford C, Fischer’s ‘Keep Them Laugh- 
ing.’ vauderevue, at $250 per week; 
on the Blue Network's ‘Basin Street’ 
program at $100 per shot; is cur- 
rently on a two-week ticket at the 
New York Paramount, at $1,000 per 
week; and he goes to the Coast in 
September for Metro at better $1,750 
per week. The Metro deal is for 
one picture, ‘DuBarry was a Lady,’ 
with options for another picture the 
first year and two each for next two 
years. 

Zero Mostel, comedian on ‘Cham- 
ber Music Society of Lower Basin 
Street’ program on the Blue, will be 
given his own variety show on the 
same network. Switeh will take 
place in a couple of weeks, to give 
the new series sufficient warm-up 
before Mostel goes to the Coast on a 
Metro film contract. His new pro- 
gram will go to Hollywood, also 
originating there during his stay 
west, 


| 





Highlight is an auction scene in | 


$$ 


Strawhat Reviews 





MALICE DOMESTIC 


Stony Creek, Conn., July 20. 

Drama in three acts, five scenes, by Ed- 
ward Percy and Reginald Denham; staged 
by Denham; settings by Ann Virginia Wil- 
liams; starring Brandon Peters and Leona 
Powers; featuring Mary Orr and Kevin 
Kemble; presented by the Stony Creek 
Players at Stony Creek theatre, July 20-25, 
"42; $1.49 top. * 
| OR Sees Brandon Peters 
Ps WM. ctdancetocuces Thomas Craven 





mee, Meee BOM: cc caccsndce was Albert Vees 
OR DERMOID: 64:5 5 094 660404 500 Kevin Kemble 
Jennifer Gordon...... +++--Blizabeth Sutton 
Mrs. Gordon....... Shirley Gale 
 Mceccesttavessosnee ee Susan Steell 
Nurse Twyman......0:.. Helene Le Berthon 
EE WHEN cc vecsescesaetas Leona Powers 
Police Inspector.......Ronald T, Hammond 
COPING PORNO, 6 0 cc Tecceceaocsesc Mary Orr 
. £, Serer J. Augustus Keogh 
Maurice Farjeon,..........0.. Donald Arbury 
CREED BROGGEAR, «oc c'cc0ccened es Bette Ramey 
Michael Heffernan........... Kurt Richards 





What should eventually classify as 
one of the better tryouts of the cur- 
rent hayfield season unfurled its 
initial banner here tonight before an 
enthusastic audience. Play is latest 
effort of Edward Percy and Reginald 
Denham and, while it does not pack 
the chiller-diller punch of its prede- 
cessor, ‘Ladies in Retirement,’ is an 
absorbing piece of dramaturgy. Com- 
bining suspense with an intelligent 
evolving of plot, script builds inter- 
est to an attention-holding third act 
that offers a stamping ground for 


some first-rate histrionics. Play defi- 
nitely warrants further treatment 
both as to stage and film possibilities, 

Story opens with Dr. Ralph Gor- 
don, married to a wealthy neurotic 
several years his senior, serving hu- 
manity in a small colliery town in 
Ireland. When his wife dies from ar- 
senic poisoning, natives turn against 
Gordon, although he is acquitted of 
her murder. He quits the town, tak- 
ing with him a nurse and medical 
student who hero-worship him, 
changes his name and a few years 
later has successfully established his 
own clinic in a distant part of the 
|eountry. Falling in love with one of 
|his patients, an attractive young girl, 
Gordon marries her and they enjoy 
a brief period of happiness until the 
ghost of his past crops up via a 
newspaper story. Events are shap- 
ing up to wréck his family life when 
the actual facts of the murder of his 
first wife come to light and put 
things back on the right track again. 

Dialog and action have been nicely 
distributed as to dramatic values, 
with a fair share of comedy and sen- 
timent added. Principal chore in 
prospect for doctoring lies in tight- 
ening up what's there rather than in 
indiscriminately chopping lines sim- 
ply to cut down running time. Open- 
ing ran over two and a half hours. 

Brandon Peters gives a fine per- 
formance as the medico despite a 
brief rehearsal period. Makes the 
role believable and creates. the 
proper sympathy the part calls for. 
Also fits as to personal appearance. 
|Leona Powers, as the faithful nurse, 
| climaxes a somewhat subdued role 
with some excellent acting in her big 
|third stanza. There’s a compelling 
iseene between her and Gordon at this 
point. Mary Orr, as the doctor’s sec- 
ond wife, is both attractive and cap- 
able, and Kevin Kemble has his mo- 
ments as the young medical student. 
J. Augustus Keogh does well as a 
semi-comic Irish lawyer, and Kurt 
Richards offers a standout bit as a 
newshawk. 

Denham’s staging holds things at 
an interesting pitch throughout most 
of the three frames and gives prom- 
ise of eventually whipping the play 
into click possibilities. A drawing- 








™|room set in the doctor’s clinic gets 


ace results from a midget stage. 
Bone, 


TRUE LOVE NEVER 


Woodstock, N. Y., July 26. 





Comedy in three acts, four scenes, by 
| Llewellyn Muller. Scenic designer, Lisa Jal- 
|} owetz. Presenied by the Woodstock Play- 
| house, Robert Elwyn, director, at Wood- 


| stock, N. ¥., duly 26,.°42. 

i Poeweeitin, Walton. 6.5 v.46 +s0600s cst Toen Arliss 
SOMMER... occccecesscneseces Bruce Winne 
Mike Tarrant ..Harry Young 


Pee. Se. occcebeéséeenees Philippa Bevans 
BEUSO COA i ccc cccccdésevces Ivan Triesault 
Agnes Austin....cseccecess+-+-Maty Farrell 
Wall. AWUMTIM. .ceccccvecesess Harrison Dowd 
ANNIE... ccccsscccceccccevces Osceola Archer 
BtAMercscccacescce eC ccesecccess Johnny Heath 
Telephone Man....eee- ecceee-Hdward Durst 
Tittie Lae Relle. ss .cicksssecss Becky Butler 
MoVing Man.........+6. ----Felix Herlinger 
Tillie I.a Relle’s Sister..... Priscilla Conner 
PEGMAGOR . cc cisc cr ccisacescees Helen Harmon 


Discouraged Couple.Lucy and David Sievers 
Young Couple..Beman Lord and Alice Scott 





This plot-shy little romantic com- 
edy almost makes more of its sec- 
ondary characters than it does of its 
leads. Llewellyn Miller, editor of 
one of the screen fan mags, displays 
a nice talent for light, humorous 
dialog, but some of her best lines are 
spoken by people who don’t have a 
great deal to do with the story; and 
the story itself is definitely on the 
slight and familiar side. 

Heroine, an advertising woman, 
is one of those dominating females 
who like to rearrange everybody 
else’s life on the pretext of being 
helpful. Her fiance, her friends, and 
even her maid efl rebel. Finally, 


having scared herself by stirring up 
so much trouble, she is glad to marry 








a former flame who gives promise 
taking her in hand. ©” “ 
Idea behind ‘True Love Never’ isn't 
a bad one and a corking comedy 
situation is established at the fall of 
the second act curtain. Third act 
eaeenetely doesn’t pick it up to 
any particular advantage, and the 
script as a whole tends to be aimless, 
loose, and talky. With doctoring it 
might conceivably get somewhere. 
Performances, when caught, were 
still a little unsteady, with Joen Ar- 
liss decorative, but none too force. 
ful, as the gal; Harry Young and 
Bruce Winne adequate as the flame 
and fiance, respectively, and other 
roles capably handled by Philippa 
Bevans, Ivan Triesault, Mary Far- 


rell, Osceola Archer, vrs geeath, 
utler. 
Paul. 


Edward Durst and Becky 





Biogs Bounce 


Continued from page 3=———! 


has set out to tie up all the name 
bands of the nation, at the same time 
playing down biographicals to a 
point where it has only one ran- 
dom job of this sort in the works, 
titled ‘The Man On America’s Con- 
science,’ which is the story of Presi- 
dent Andrew Johnson. 


Meantime, though, it has signed 
Harry James and his band for five 
pictures in a deal involving $500,000, 
the biggest band deal ever made in 
the studios. It also has Tommy 
Dorsey signed for two pictures; 
Jimmy Dorsey for one, Duke Elling- 
ton for ‘Cabin In The Sky’; Ozzie 
Nelson and Vaughn Monroe for 
single-shot deals, and is currently 
dickering with Count Basie. 


But if that’s tying up many of the 
big-gross bands, Warner’s—never 
much interested in band features, 
anyhow—has made quite a stab at 
cornering the market in the life- 
story league; having in production 
and on pre-release right now, re- 
spectively, ‘Gentleman Jim,’ the 
story of James J. Corbett, and the 
surefire Cohan picture, ‘Yankee 
Doodle Dandy.’ And being cur- 
rently prepared to come on with the 
following: 

The story of Helen Morgan: the 
story of George Gershwin in ‘Rhap- 
sody In Blue’; the story of Marilyn 
Miller, with negotiations under way 
with Ginger Rogers for the role; the 
story of the Bronte Sisters, para- 
gons of literature; the story of Will 
Rogers and of Tony Pastor. Also 
there are “The Adventures of Mark 
Twain’ and the recently-purchased 
‘Mission to Moscow,’ an autobiogra- 
phical segment from the life of Am- 
bassador Joseph E. Davies. More- 
over, they have in contemplation the 
stories of Buffalo Bill and Warden 
Lewis E. Lawes, with perhaps a few 
haphazard others too numerous to 
mention. 

These subjects, incidentally, rep- 
resent a wide departure from the 
old biographical which quite often 
dealt with ‘prestige’ people, as in 
Emile Zola, Pasteur and the iike. 


Others Not Bio-Conscious 


The other lots, perforce, have 
perked up a little in scheduling 
biographies, though Metro has only 
one and Paramount the same. Par’s 
purchase of this document, indeed, 
was largely brought about by chance, 
the studio execs having decided to 
do the life of Dr. Corydon M. Wes- 
sell after listening to the President's 


laudation of the medical hero of 
Java. 
However, 20th-Fox got in the 


game fairly early with its ‘One Man 
Army’ story, dealing with Floyd 
Gibbons and Sam Dreben; and then 
came along later with story buys 
for ‘I Escaped From Hong Kong,’ 
‘The Loves of Edgar Alian Poe,’ and 
‘The Song of Bernadette.’ The lat- 
ter is the story of St. Bernadette, 
founder of the grotto at Lourdes, 
France. 

Stage career of Ann Pennington, 
for years a dancing star on Broad- 
way, will also be filmed by 20th, 
with Betty Grable in the top role. 

Filming is slated for late fall, with 
Francis Faragoh working on the 
seript. 

RKO has ‘The Gibson Girl,’ star- 
ring Ginger Rogers and setting forth 
the love story of Mr. and Mrs. 
Charles Dana Gibson and is also re- 
leasing a British product, “They 
Flew Alone,’ dealing with the career 
of Amy Johnson. ; 

However, if the biography busi- 
ness is really a trend, verging on 
the point of becoming a vogue, then 
Warners may be said for the tine 
to have it more or less alone. Which 
often enough is the way it has been 
with other vogues in the past. 
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Inside Stuff—Legit 


Current issue (29) of the Saturday Evening Post carries a story about 
Howard S. Cullman’s success as an angel of legit shows, the yarn being 
titled ‘Broadway's Mr. Big’. It is by Maurice Zolotow, who has authored 
a number of Post articles and who is said not to be related to Sam 
Zolotow, drama newsman of the N. Y. Times. Sub-heading indicates 
that Cullman put up all the backing for ‘Life With Father’, which really 
has a dozen outsiders with interests. Same applies to ‘Arsenic and Old 
Lace’, with more than 20 angels, of which Cullman is one. Author states 
that the born-rich downtowner, who is a wealthy wholesale tobacconist, 
invested $200,000 in 25 shows and his gross profits to date are $360,000. 
Last season’s shows which made him money are ‘Best Foot Forward’, 
‘Let’s Face It’, ‘Macbeth’ and ‘The Moon Is Down’ (profit came from the 
picture rights, sold to 20th-Fox for $300,000), 


He is also in on ‘By Jupiter’ (current at the Shubert), which should 
turn a profit and will have a percentage of ‘Beat The Band’ and ‘Strip 
For Action’, soon to be produced. Cullman’s ten-strike on Broadway is 
‘Father’, in which he invested $5,000 and from which he has collected 
$110,000. Others in on that hit have similarly collected real sugar. 

John Byram, former N. Y. Times drama editor and now eastern story 
editor for Paramount, is Cullman’s adviseg on show investments. He also 
credits his wife, who was Marquerite Wagner, play reader for Metro, 
with picking winning scripts. 

Some years ago Cullman put $20,000 into a show called ‘Dance Night’, 
which flopped, and that made him mad, so he decided to get his money 
back. Other flops he bought into were ‘Flowers of Virtue’, ‘Night Before 
Christmas’ and ‘Solitaire’, Cullman’s interest in show business dates from 
1932, when he was appointed receiver for the Roxy theatre, which he is 
credited with taking out of the red. Not unlikely that his success as an 
angel has led other Wall Streeters to look toward Broadway’s investment 
possibilities. 








Negotiations are expected to begin between the legit League of New 
York Theatres and the N. Y. musicians union on the latter’s objective of 
changing the contract, whereby a 20% pay increase would apply, plus 
the minimum number of men in the pit for average-sized theatres playing 
musical shows, raised from 14 to 20 men. Union plan was to treat with 
the managers individually, but that idea has been stymied, which appears 
to have annoyed the union heads. 

First stated that the League had sought proxies from its members after 
the union was reported doubting the authority of the managerial outfit 
to enter into an agreement binding on all in the organization. League, 
however, decided to get a power of attorney from each manager, so that 
no doubt could be left as to its status. It was the first time that the 
League found it necessary to take such a step, after representing the 
managers with other unions for years. Notification by registered mail 
was sent Jacob (Jack) Rosenberg, president of musicians Local 802, but 
up to early this week no response is reported to have been received. 





It’s a question of who’has the call to revive ‘R.U.R.’, known as the 
robot play when produced in 1922 by the Theatre Guild and also revived 
by the same outfit about_12 years ago. The controversy is puzzling be- 
cause the drama when originally shown made no real money during a 
20-week engagement. L. Daniel Blank and David Silberman announced 
the revival, whereupon the Guild stated it has the rights. 


When the Guild planned a series of revivals last fall, arrangements 
were made by cable with Paul Selver, an Englishman who made the 
translation from the script of the Czech writer, Karol Capek, deceased. 
Confirmation was made Oct. 27, 1941, and the Guild says that if Blank 
and Silberman have a contract prior to that date it will not make a 
contest of it, nor is the Guild certain it now wants to revive the play. 

According to Hans Bartsch, play broker, the new firm has the inside 
track, though no effort was made to advise the Guild of any change in 
the status of its rights. Guild owns a modernized version of ‘R.U.R.’ by 
Warren Munsell, Jr. Latest revision is by Achmed Abdullah. 





Name playwrights are frequently pestered by obscure writers, who 
allege their material has been lifted. Some threaten suit, if not actually 
going to court, but the percentage who win such suits is microscopic. 
Latest infringement claim concerns ‘I'd Rather Be Right, which turns 
up nearly five years after the show was produced. 

One Martin Bernfeld, giving a Central Park West, N. Y., address, wrote 
the authors of the musical: ‘It has recently come to my attention that 
scenes and part of the action of the play, ‘I'd Rather Be Right,’ follow 
the scenes and action of my copyrighted play, ‘Nine Old Women’.’ He 
asks for a full accounting. In this instance, the claimant got his Harts 
mixed up and thinks the writer of the lyrics authored the story. 

‘Right’ was produced in Nov., 1937, by the late Sam H. Harris, with 
George M. Cohan starred at the Alvin, N. Y. Book was by George S. 
Kaufman and Moss Hart, score by Richard Rodgers and Larry Hart. 





Free tickets to Broadway theatres and other attractions given men in 
uniform are tax free, but technically soldiers and sailors of other allied 
countries were supposed to pay the levy, since a federal statute exempt- 
ing such cuffo admission did not mention visiting servicemen. None are 
known to have been asked to pay the tax, but, at the instance of John 
Golden, who figured in organizing the free ticket service, a resolution 
was tacked onto a bill in Washington early this month and tax exemption 
now legally applies to all non-commissioned men receiving gratis tickets. 

Measure was introduced by James J. Davis, senator of Pennsylvania. 





Copyright renewal of pop songs after 28 years from the date of original 
filing is one function of the Songwriters Protective Assn. Among the tunes 
of that vintage are four in which John L. Golden figured. They are ‘Two 
Big Eyes,’ written with Cole Porter; ‘Wedding of Jack and Jill,’ ‘Good 
Ship Honeymoon’ and ‘My Cutie Doll,” done with Raymond Hubbell. 

Golden, whose middle initial (dropped long ago) stands for Lionel, 
didn’t remember any of the ditties except ‘Doll,’ because ‘that was 4 hit,’ 
he explains. 





They are having goat trouble backstage at the Majestic, N. Y., where | 


‘Porgy and Bess’ is playing. Since the revival started there have been 
three different goats in the show, used to draw the cart carrying Porgy 
on at the start and off at the finale. The current animal is ill and won't 
be around long if following the course of predecessors. 

It seems that the performers feed Billy with everything from cellophane 
to makeup. The players now call the veterinarian by his first name. 





Mary Hall, at Scarsdale (N. Y.) the- 
atre (4-8). 

‘Quiet Wedding,’ by Esther Mc- 
Cracken. at Grove theatre, Nuangola, 
Pa. (27-1). 

‘Birds Without Wings, by Eliza- 
beth Miele, at New Milford (Conn.) 
playhouse (29-1). 


Premieres 


(July 29-Aug. 8) 





‘The Duenna,’ Arthur Sircom’s re- 
write of the Richard Brinsley Sheri- 
dan comic opera, with music by Al- 


‘MOON’ OKAY $18,500 
IN 2 PHILLY WEEKS 


Philadelphia, July 28. 

‘The Moon Js Down,’ first offering 
of Forrest theatre's summer legit 
season, with boxoffice treasurers as 
official sponsors and Shuberts be- 
l..ved financially interested, closed 
two satisfactory weeks * Saturday 
night (25). With a $2 top evening 
price and three matinees at $1 top, 
‘Moon’ grossed estimated $11,500 in 
first week and approximately $7,000 
in second stanza. 

‘Watch on the Rhine,’ which 
played here during the regular legit 
season, is current. 


COCKTAILS’ OFF 
AFTER 56 IN CHI 


Chicago, July 28. 

One week was enough for ‘Cock- 
tails, 5 to 7,’ which finished in the 
Erlanger Saturday (25) after one of 
the poorest musical grosses in many 
Years. Show was unmercifully panned 
by the reviewers and the public ig- 
nored the boxoffice from start to 
quick finish. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Cocktails, 5 to 7,’ Erlanger (\st- 
final week) (1,400; $2.75). Pitiful 
from every angle. Finished its stay 
in seven days to a gross under $5,000. 

‘Good Night Ladies,’ Blackstone 
(15th week) (1,200; $2.75). Bounced 
back considerably last week, build- 
ing to $14,000. 

‘My Sister Eileen,’ Harris (10th 
week) (1,000; $1.65). Also perked 
last week, upping to $7,000. 


‘NANETTE’, $14,000, GETS 
TOP LOUISVILLE GROSS 


Louisville, July 28. 

‘No, No, Nanette,’ the Vincent You- 
mans musical which has played here 
several times as a touring show and 
in stock, wound up a successful week 
at Iroquois Amphitheatre (26), gross- 
ing the highest figure of the season 
at estimated $14,000. 

Marie Nash clicked in the femme 
lead, but was handicapped in her 
dancing by a wrenched ankle. Vicki 
Cummings, Rolfe Sedan, Walter 
Donahue, Nina Olivette, Jack Shee- 
han, Helen Raymond, Hortense 
Kahrklin, Kevin Smith and Kenneth 
Coy scored in support. 

Operetta for the fourth week of 
the season, opening yesterday (Mon- 
day), is the perennial ‘Blossom Time.’ 
Cast is headed by Martha Errolle and 
Edward Roecker. 


Current Road Shows 


(July 29-Aug. 8) 


‘Blackouts of 1942’ (vaude)—El 
Capitan, Hollywood (29-8). 

‘Candida’ (stock)—Flatbush, Brook- 
lyn (29-2); Windsor, Bronx (4-8), 

















‘Claudia’ (original 
San Francisco (3-8). 

‘Corn Is Green’ (stock)—Central, 
Passaic, N. J. (4-8). 

‘Escape Me Never’ (stock)—Cen- 
tral, Passaic, N. J. (29-2); Flatbush, 
Brooklyn (4-8). 


‘Good Night Ladies,’ Blackstone, 





fred Reynolds, at Cape playhouse, 
Dennis, Mass. (27-1); McCarter the- 
atre, Princeton, N. J. (5-8). 


‘Children of Desire,’ by Charles 


Furcolowe, at Deal (N. J.) Summer 
theatre (29-1). 


‘Rich Get Richer,’ comedy by 





‘Storm,’ by Gladys Hurlbut, at 
Woodstock (N. Y.) playhouse (30-2). 

‘Afton Water,’ by William Saroyan, 
at Chekhov theatre, Ridgefield, Conn. 
(5-8). r 

‘Maggie McGilligan,’ by Joseph O. 
Kesselring, at Woodstock (N.Y.) the- 
atre (6-8). 


Chicago (29-8). 


| “Guest in the House’ (stock)— 
| Windsor, Bronx (29-2). 
| ‘Hit the Deck’ (stock)—Bushnell 
| Auditorium, Hartford (29-1). 
| ‘Merry Widow’ (stock)—Cass, De- 
ltroit (29-8). 
| ‘Vioon Is Down’ (stock )—Mosque, 
| Newark (29-2). 

‘My Sister Eileen’ (2d Co.)—Har- 
ris, Chicago (29-8). 

‘My Sister Eileen’ (3d Co.)—Co- 


lonial, Boston (29-8). 

‘No, No, Nanette’ (stock )—Bush- 
nell Auditorium, Hartford (3-8). 

‘No Time for Comedy’ (stock)— 
Erlanger, Buffalo, N. Y. (29-1). 

‘Show Time’ (vaude) — Curran, 
San Francisco (29-8). 

‘Vinegar Tree’ (stock)—Lafayette, 
Detroit (29-8). 

‘Vinegar Tree’ (stock) — Garden 
Pier, Atlantic City (29-1). 

‘Vinegar Tree’ (stock)—Majestic, 
Boston (29-8). 

‘Vinegar Tree’ (stock)—Erlanger, 
Buffalo, N. Y. (3-8). 

‘Watch on the Rhine’ (stock)— 
Forrest, Philadelphia (29-8). 

‘Watch on the Rhine’ (stock)— 
Mosque, Newark (4-8). 





Co.)—Geary, 





‘WILDFLOWER’ PREEMS 
ST. L; “GIRL CRAZY’ 376 


St. Louis, July 28. 

Vincent Youman’s musical, ‘Wild- 
flower,’ presented here in 1929, got 
off to a running start last night 
(Monday) for a one-week return 
stand in the Municipal Theatre 
Assn’s alfresco theatre in Forest 
park. Balmy weather and new faces 
brought out an opening night gross 
estimated at $3,500. 

Warbling chores are socked over 
by Natalie Bodanya, Met songbird, 
who is making her initial bow lo- 
cally, and Robert Shafer, tenor and 
fave with the natives. Another new 
face to score is Carol King, prima 
ballerina. William Lynn and Siby] 
Bowan clicked in the comedy roles. 
In support are Donald Burr, Jeanne 
Hempel, Frederic Persson, Virginia 
Bolen and Frederic Rozer. 

For the first time during the cur- 
rent season, the huge revolving 
stage is utilized. 

Aided by good weather, ‘Girl 
Crazy’ finished a seven-night en- 
gagement Sunday (26) with a satis- 
factory gross of approximately 
$37,000. 


‘EILEEN,’ $8,000, STILL ON 
EVEN KEEL IN BOSTON 


Boston, July 28. 

Friday and Saturday boosts are 
still keeping ‘Eileen,’ now in its 
ninth stanza, at the same weekly 
taxe. ‘Old Acquaintance’ moved out 
of the Majestic after one sickly 
week; replaced by ‘Vinegar Tree,’ 
also off to dul! start. 

Esti-nates for Last Week 

‘My Sister Eileen,’ Colonial (1,600; 
$1.65). Remaining steady at around 
ths $8,000 mark. 

‘Old Acquaintance,’ Majestic (1,600; 
$1.65). Was lucky to hit $4,000, poor. 
This week, ‘Vinegar Tree.’ 


‘Widow’ Not So Merry 
$11,000 in Det., Folding 


Detroit, July 28. 

Revival of ‘The Merry Widow’ at 
the Cass here, in which the Shuberts 
starred Muriel Angelus, was dis- 
appointing and the musical will not 
move on to Chicago as originally 
planned. However, despite heat 
rave, the show picked up an esti- 
mated $11,000 in its first week and 
will run it out for another before 
folding. 

On the other hand, bargain-priced 
comedy at the Lafayette continues to 
be standout, with Billie Burke in 
‘The Vinegar Tree’ picking up an 
approximate $8,500 in fifth week at 

















$1.50 top. Comedy is set to run 
through Aug. 15, when it will be 
followed by Joe E. Brown in ‘The 


Show Off,’ also produced by Henry 
M. Duffy. 








D. C. Canteen 


Continued from page 4 — 

joint operation. Mrs. Henry Mor- 
genthau, wife of the Secretary of the 
Treasury, is an active enthusiast for 


























full cooperation. 

Belasco theatre is considered an 
ideal spot for the canteen. Variety 
Club felt that a paid administrator 





should organize and develop arrange- 
j}ments. American Theatre Wing felt 
that volunteer assistance was all that 
|was necessary. There was also a 
ifeeling among Variety’s barkers that 
ithe New York organization would be | 


dominant and that Variety would be 
a side issue in the plans. 

To iron out these wrinkles, ce- 
ment support and perfect final ar- 
rangements for the Canteen unveil- 
ing, Helen Hayes, fronting for the 
ATW, will host Army and Navy of- 
ficers, society leaders, representa- 
tives of welfare organizations and 
civic workers at a buffet supper at 
the National theatre on Aug. 6. 

Treasury Dept. will make the can- 
teen ready for club purposes with 
the sponsoring agents providing the 
appointments. Under discussion is 
the presentation of a weekly radio 
program from a local station with 
some national advertiser backing this 
feature. All theatres and night clubs 
nave promised to provide entertain- 
ers, and Theatre Authority has 
agreed to give clearance for enter- 
tainers on all Stage Door Canteen 


programs 





the canteen, and her interest is ex- | 
pected to arouse society leaders to | 


Bway Picks Up Slightly; ‘Army, 47146, 
Tce, $32,000, ‘Garter, 246, All Big 


+ 


| Better weather last week gave 
| Broadway a break, which accounted 
some isolated gross increases. 
Business generally was about the 
same and, if there is to be an im- 
provement from mid-summer levels, 
it should show at the boxoffices 
from now on. Nothing can approach 
the takings of ‘This Is the Army,’ 
which will play through August; at- 
tendance at ‘Stars on Ice’ and ‘Star 
and Garter’ also sensational. 


Estimates for Last Week 

Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
CD ‘(Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 
M (Musical), O (Operetta). 

‘Angel Street,’ Golden (33d week) 
(L-789; $3.30). Some falling off here, 
with the business dipping under 
$7,000; stated that the show gets by 
at the figure and will continue into 
new season. 

‘Arsenic and Old Lace,’ Fulton 
(79th week) (CD-383; $3.30). Cast 
changes continue to make up Coast 
cast, but performance claimed quite 
satisfactory; rated around $9,500, 
which is still profitable both ways. 

‘Blithe Spirit,’ Booth (38th week) 
(CD-712; $3.30). Estimated around 
$9,000, or slightly less; attraction 
taking week’s vacation; resumes 
next Tuesday (4), Mondays being 
out for rest of summer. 

‘By Jupiter, Shubert (8th week) 
(M-1,325; $4.40). Not selling out, but 
getting real coin in face of more 
musical opposition than in most re- 
cent summers; $23,500. 

‘Junior Miss,’ Lyceurr (38th week) 
(CD-1,004; $3.30). Around $10,000 
again; Monday night dropped and 
Thursday matinee added, but the 
week’s result unchanged. 

‘Life With Father,’ Empire (14ist 
week) (C-1,082; $3.30). Run leader 
is getting almost as much money as 
any straight play and more than 
’ ost other survivors; rated over 
$9,500. 

‘Let’s Face It,’ Imperial (M-1,450; 
$4.40). Laying off until Aug. 17; 
completed a run of 38 weeks and is 


expected to play well into new sea- 
son. 
‘My Sister Eileen,’ Beck (83d 


week) (CD-1,214; $1.65). Moved here 
from Biltmore Monday, with top 
price cut in half; had been getting 
around $7,000 and may improve. 

Sens o’ Fun,’ Winter Garden (34th 
week) (CD-1,519; $4.40). In ninth 
month and should be away out in 
front; still charging $5.50 on Satur- 
day nights, but boxoffice chops 
tickets instead of turning away 
customers; $22,000 estimated. 

‘Star and Garter,’ Music Box (5th 
week) (R-991; $4.40). Click is some- 
what surprising to show business: 
has been selling out since opening 
and registering great $24,000 weekly. 

‘Stars on Ice,’ Center (2d week) 
(M-3,000; $1.65). One of few shows 
that went to higher money; getting 
most of its patronage from Radio 
City visitors; rated over $32,000, 
which is close to capacity at scale. 

‘Uncle Harry,’ Sreatiuest (9th 
week) (D-1,142; $3.30). Moderate 
money meller staying longer than 
figured; has been off, but claimed to 
better even break; estimated bit 
under $7,000. 





| ADDED 
‘This Is the Army,’ Broadway (3d 
|; week) (R-1,942; $440). Now in 


| fourth week with four more to go; 
| held to capacity during third week, 
| w' h the takings quoted at $47,585.50: 
navbe one of two tickets happened 
not to have been sold; talk of mov- 
in’ to Madison Square Garden not 
seriously regarded. 

‘Claudia,’ St. James (return en- 
g.gement) (9th week) (C-1,520; 
$165). A company going to the 
Coast, but shew continues on here 
| With no exit date in sight; approxi- 
mating $8,000. 

REVIVALS 

‘Porgy and Bess,’ Majestic (27th 
week) (M-1,774; $2.75). Will play 
out the month and, if attendance 
comes back, will stay longer; again 
ne $13,500, which provides some 
pront. 

‘The Merry Widow,’ Carneg:e Hall 
(2d week) (M-2,760; $2.20). Started 
series of musical revivals very well, 


and current attraction bettering $20,- 
000, as good as starter, ‘Chocolate 
Soldier’; ‘Widow’ will play four 
weeks. 


VAUDE-REVUF 
| ‘Priorities of 1942,’ 46th St. (18th 
|; week) (1,347; $2.20). First of the 
| variety shows to open and the only 
| survivor; picked up to around $14,000, 
—— 




















Met. LOU CLAYTON 
c/o Variety, Hollywood 
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William Griffin Indicted 

The indictment last week of Wil- 
liam Griffin, publisher of the N. Y. 
Enquirer, for sedition came as no 
surprise to newspaper circles. Some 
months ago he was under subpoena 
to appear before a Federal Grand 
Jury to testify in the matter of the 
Government against George Sylves- 
ter Viereck, since convicted and 
sentenced for failure to register as 
an agent of the German Govern- 
ment. Viereck, incidentally, was also 
indicted with Griffin on the seditioa 
charges. 

Prior to the Japanese attack on 
Pearl Harbor, the Enquirer was 
staunchly isolationistic. The Gov- 
ernment now charges that Griffin's 
paper, for which he wrote all of its 
isolationist editorials, has also tried, 
since Pear. Harbor, to undermine 
the morale of this country’s armed 
forces. 

Gerald Griffin, a brother and once 
night club columnist for the En- 
quirer, last year became embroiled 
in charges that he was anti-Semitic. 
Gerald Griffin was then executive 
secretary of the American Guild of 
Variety Artists. He was discharged 
from that post two months ago, after 
long controversy about his alleged 
remarks at a party attending the 
opening in N. Y. of new music pub- 
lishing offices by Tommy Dorsey. 
Griffin, who was a stage singer for 
years, supposedly insulted Harry 
Goodman, brother of bandleader 
Benny Goodman. 

It has long been supposed that the 
Enquirer was rather sympathetic to 
the Christian Front. Another of 
William Griffin’s close connections is 
reputed to be William . Randolph 
Hearst. PM last week pointed up 
how Hearst’s N. Y. Journal-Ameri- 
can ‘buried’ the story of Griffin's in- 
dictment on an inside page under a 
small head, out of proportion to the 
importance ,of the story, which 
named 26 other alleged seditionists 
besides Griffin and Viereck. The 
N. Y. Daily News had the scoop on 
the Griffin indictment by 24 hours. 

The Enquirer this past Sunday (26) 
splashed its page one with a triple- 
barreled defense of publisher Grif- 
fin. One story entailed a statement 
by Griffin denouncing Assistant U-S. 
Attorney General William Power 
Maloney for ‘hounding him.’ He em- 
phatically denied the charges that he 
attempted to undermine the morale 
of the U.S. armed forces. The second 
item in the defense of the publisher 
was an editorial which accused the 
indictment of Griffin as being a 
weapon pointed at the freedom of the 
press of this country. Editorial stat- 
ed ‘that officialdom is seeking a 
precedent which, once established, | 
would crucify the press of America 
upon the cross of Hitlerian des- 
potism.’ 

Third ‘defense’ was a story signed 
by Benjamin E. Greenspan, a former 
N. Y. magistrate, who still prefixes 
his name with ‘Judge.’ Greenspan | 
started his article with an autobiog- 
raphy of his Jewish organization con- 
nections. He commended Griffin for 
‘his outstanding individual service in 
the cause of human liberty, civil and 
religious.” Greenspan also stated 
that Griffin’s Enquirer had been 
banned from Germany in October, 
1940, and that Griffin had labored 
with Greenspan and other Jewish 
leaders to ameliorate the dire con- 
ditions for Jews in Germany. The 
e€x-magistrate also came up with the 
statement that the indictment of 
Griffin is ‘a concerted plot by the 
anti-Semites of our city to defame 
him.’ 

Greenspan, incidentally, also came 














to the defense of Gerald Griffin when 
AGVA held a hearing on the charges 


The publisher was too weak, sign- 
ing a wavering cross to the bottom 
of the codicil. A factor in the last- 
minute change in the will was the 
reorganization of Annenberg’s per- 
sonal holding company, the Cecilia 
Corp., necessitated by the scrapping 
of the Cecilia subsidiaries 18 
months ago. A new holding cor- 
poration was formed at that time, 
Triangle Publications, Inc. 

Walter Annenberg will have vot- 
ing control of the stock of Triangle. 
Though Triangle comprises the bulk 
of the Annenberg estate (it contains 
the Annenberg newspapers, maga- 
zines and racing sheets), the residue 
is said to be a substantial item. The 
residue goes to the son—two-thirds 
outright, one-third in trust for Mrs. 
Annenberg for life. 

The will specifies that the trusts 
are ‘spendthrift trusts,’ not liable for 
seizure by creditors of the bene- 
ficiaries. 

There is no reference in the will 
of the $5,000,000 still owed the Gov- 
ernment in taxes as a result of the 
settlement in 1940, which resulted 
in Annenberg’s prison sentence, 
which he finished shortly before his 
death. 





Cissie’s Blast at Winchell 


Although Walter Winchell’s attor- 
neys think he has a case for criminal 
libel against the Washington (D. .? 
Times-Herald, as result of a blast 
in a recent Sunday edition in a se- 
ries titled ‘Having a Wonderful 
Time,’ the columnist hasn’t made up 
his mind about any litigation. He 
is already defendant in a $100,000 
libel suit by Mrs, Eleanor (Cissie) 
Patterson, publisher of the T-H. 


The anti-Winchell blast, called in 
newspaper circles ‘one of the most 
vicious ever,’ is a rehash of much of 
the same stuff that Emile Gauvreau, 
his ex-N. Y. Graphic and Mirror edi- 
tor, has published; aiso the St. Clair 
McKelway series in The New York- 
er, Understood that George Abell, 
who does politics for the T-H, and 
Frank Waldrop, m.e. of the Patter- 
son D. C. daily, along with George 
Dixon, of the N. Y. News, did the 
composite job on the Winchell story. 
Among other things, it is stated the 
columnist is not allowed to wear his 
Naval uniform as a Lieut. Com- 
mander, or use his title, which, how- 
ever, is understood not to be so. Be- 
cause of his official U. S. N. duties, 
Winchell cannot, at least for the 
duration, officially rebuttal to such 
newspaper attacks. 

The ‘Having a Wonderful Time’ 
series in the D. C. daily is aimed at 


| personal enemies of Mrs. Patterson. 


Coincidentally, all were strongly 
anti-Axis prior to Dec. 7, while the 
T-H was just as staunchly isolation- 
istic. 

Winchell, incidentally, is receiving 
$5,000 from Liberty mag for the four- 
part current series titled ‘Americans 
We Can Do Without.’ He’s turning 
the coin over to war charities. A 
similar fee for his trailer for “Tales 
of Manhattan,’ 20th Century-Fox pro- 
duction, the columnist turned over to 
Greek War Relief. 





Pegler Moves in D. C. 


United Features took Westbrook 
Pegler’s column out of the Wash- 
ington Post, after eight years, and 
paper is irked at the syndicate for 
transferring the writer to rival 
Scripps-Howard Daily News. 

Post took its peeve to the readers 
with an explanation titled: ‘Not Fair 
Enough.’ 


Statement, in part, read: ‘The 


| Post maintains that when United 


that its executive secretary had made | Features Syndicate sells features to 
anti-semitic utterances at the Dorsey | S°'!PPSs-Howard competitors it gives 


party. 





Annenberg’s Last-Min. Will Change 

The late M. L. Annenberg changed 
his will on the eve of his death leav- 
ing his huge estate to be divided 
between his widow and eight child- 
ren, a probate of his will filed here 
last week showed. A 1940 will of 
the multimillionaire publisher of the 
Philadelphia Inquirer, magazines 
and racing information services, left 
two-thirds of the estate to his son, 
Walter H., and the bulk of the re- 
mainder to his wife. 

But on July 7 last, when he was 
on his deathbed in the Mayo clinic, 
Rochester, Minn., he summoned his 
lawyers and drafted a codicil shift- 
ing the distribution of the estate. 
Under the codicil, his wife, Mrs. 
Sadie Annenberg, receives an in- 
come up to $200,000 a year, with the 
rest divided between Walter and 
seven daughters, all married. 

The codicil was signed for Annen- 
berg by his lawyer, Joseph First. 


» 4 ;¥ 


a definitely implied assurance of 
readiness to follow established and 
customary standards of newspaper 
practice in renewing contracts. But, 
as shown in this case, the Scripps- 
Howard newspaper chain feels free 
to order its subsidiary to terminate 
such agreements if a feature proves 
valuable and desirable for its own 
newspaper.’ 


K. of C. Boycotts N. Y. Post 


The Knights of Columbus has in- 
voked a boycott of the New York 
Post because of that paper’s stories 
about Senator David I. Walsh. Yarns 
dealt with a Nazi-sponsored ‘house 
of degradation’ in Brooklyn and a 
‘Mister X’ who was a frequent visi- 
tor. Post had an exclusive on the 
story and milked it dry before re- 
vealing that Senator Walsh was al- 
legedly the ‘Mister X.’ 

K. of C., via its Supreme Board 
of Directors, passed a_ resclution 
which- asked postal authorities to 





‘refuse further facilities’ to the Post; 


called upon members of the society, 
their families and friends, to refrain 
from purchasing or reading the Post; 
urged advertisers ‘to consider’ 
whether their ads should not be dis- 
continued in the Post. 





Evie Robert’s New Column 

Evie Robert, called ‘the New Deal’s 
glamour girl,’ may return to the 
Fourth Estate scon as a columnist. 
She has discussed the matter with 
Eleanor Patterson and the eventual 
decision rests upon politics. For 
Mrs. Robert is a confirmed New 
Dealer as the wife of ‘Chip’ Robert, 
long connected with ‘he Democratic 
National Committee. 

The Times-Herald publisher, Elea- 
nor Patterson, hates the New Deal 
with no secrecy, but a compromise 
may be worked out if Mrs. Robert's 
chitchat will eschew politics. 





$250,000 Suit Against PM 


An article by Kenneth G. Craw- 
ford in a March issue of PM, New 
York tab, brought a $250,000 libel 
suit against Marshall Field, publisher, 
and Crawford by John J. O’Connor, 
attorney who is representing himself 
in the action. Suit was filed in N. Y. 
Federal court Thursday (23). 

O’Connor’s complaint alleges that 
Crawford’s article, from PM’s Wash- 
ington Bureau, contended the attor- 
ney, in representing George Hill, 
urged him to perjure himself before 
the Washington Grand Jury about 
his relations with George Sylvester 
Viereck, admitted Nazi propagandist. 
O’Connor claims the article was in- 
tended to ‘bring him into disastrous 
scandal, ridicule and professional dis- 
repute.’ 


U. S. Labor Steps In 

Fred Croxton, U. S. Dept of Labor 
econciliator, took a hand, last week, 
in the Newspaper Guild’s tiff with 
Hearst’s N. Y. Journal-American 
over recent staff slashings. Manage- 
ment had utilized ODT request to 
cut deliveries to justify firings. 

So far, it is understood, Croxton 
has run into a stream of executives 
who are either on vacation or out- 
of-town on business, 





Matthews’ Plans 

Herbert L. Matthews goes to India 
for N. Y. Times. He covered Loy- 
alist side of Spanish revolt for the 
Times, was shifted to Italy and re- 
cently repatriated. 

Hopes to finish his book, ‘Rise and 
Fall of Fascism,’ in time for the 
peace conference, 





Not Colored, $50,000 Suit 

Spartanburg (S. C.) Herald-Jour- 
nal sued for $50,000 by five employ- 
ees of local industrial plant who al- 
lege afternoon edition story carried 
headline describing them as Negroes. 

Complaint stated all are white 
men, 





Macmillan’s ‘Treasury’ 

Macmillan preparing a ‘Treasury 
of the Familiar,’ with Ralph Woods 
doing the editing. 

Tome will cover everything from 
‘Casey Jones’ to ‘Message to Garcia,’ 
biggest headache being clearance on 
music, 





Street’s Boy Scout Yarn 
James Street cleaning up his War- 
ner Bros. assignment of a yarn on 
the Boy Scouts of America. 
Did the chore at his home in Jack- 
son Heights, N. Y., so as not to lose 
eastern mag and book contacts, 





Col. Romulo’s Book 

Doubleday Doran will publish 
‘Battle of the Philippines,’ by Col. 
Carlos Romulo, who was on General 
MacArthur’s staff through the entire 
campaign. Author was one of the 
last to get out and is currently sec- 
retary of the Philippine Information 
Bureau. Clinched by Matson & Dug- 
gan. 





LITERATI OBITS 

John J. Kelly, 48, former public- 
ity and newspaperman, died July 20 
in Poughkeepsie, N. Y. Before his 
retirement, Kelly headed his own 
publicity firm, in N. Y., John Kelly 
& Associates. 

George B. Craven, 58, editor of the 
Thomasville (N. C.) Tribune and a 
veteran North Carolina newsman, 
died June 25. 

Jacob Birkmayer, 84, editor of the 
Troy Freie Presse, German lan- 
guage newspaper, for more than 50 
years, died at his home in Troy, 
N. Y., July 20. 

Clarence Talbot Southwick, 70, 
former newspaper and advertising 
man, died July 24 in New York. He 
once served as a reporter on the 
Kansas City Star and, since 1904 in 
N. Y., had been associated as an 
executive with such advertising 
firms as Street & Finney, Erickson 
Co., and the Frank Presby Agency. 

James W. Brink, 62, founder and 





publisher of Nebraska weekly news- 


paper, Rip-Saw, died July 23 in 
Rosalie, Neb. 

Carl Blomeyer, 45, publisher and 
advertising manager, died July 17 in 
University Hospital, Ann Arbor, fol- 
lowing a short illness. A former In- 
diana newspaper publisher, he was 
advertising manager for the Mt. 
Clemens (Mich.) !Aonitor-Leader for 
13 years. 

Lorenzo H. Abbey, 84, former pub- 
lisher of several weekly papers in 
New Jersey, died July 17 in St. 
Petersburg, Fla. 

Della T. Lutes, 78, author, died 
July 19, at Cooperstown, N. Y. 

Frank White, 63, veteran news- 
paperman, died in Oakland, Cal., 
Wednesday (22). A publicity man 
in Oakland at time of his death, 
White had worked on many news- 
papers across country and _ in 
Shanghai. 

Leslie Shannon Cormack, 55, col- 
umnist for the Detroit Times, Det., 
died July 28 in that city. . 





CHATTER 


Virginia Swan’s ‘The Dollar Gold 
Piece,’ currently in Woman’s Home 
Companion, will be published by 
Farrar & Rinehart in Sept. 


Peter de Polnay, Hungarian author, 
doing ‘Death and Tomorrow,’ story 
of his experiences as a refugee in 
France and Nazi gaols for Doubleday 
Doran. 

Jack Gould, N. Y. Times staffer 
who originally covered legit and then 
moved onto the city side, is in the 
radio dept., while John Hutchens, 
Times radio ed, is on vacation. Will 
probably stick to radio. 

Ralph Ingersoll, editor of PM, 
who's been tangling with his selec- 
tive service board over a fast shuffle 
on his status, settled the squabble by 
enlisting in the Army. He passed 
his final physical exam last week 
and was inducted over the weekend. 

Woman’s Life Publications, Inc., 
chartered to conduct a _ printing- 
publishing business in N. Y., with a 
capital stock of $20,000, $100 par 
value. Directors are: Kenneth G. 
Rankin, Great Neck; Edward W. 
Stitt, Jr.. New Rochelle; Charles F. 
Krause, Jr., Weehawken, N. J. 











Canteen-Capers 


Continued from page 4 








ships out thousands of garments 
monthly to service men and to their 
families through the Army and 
Navy Relief. 





Seymour Gross, playwright, who 
busboys down at the canteen, says 
that Stuff Smith is going around 
town saying he’ll come down to the 
Canteen to do the Brahms Concerto 
—now that Yehudi Menuhin has 
added ‘I Left My Heart at the Stage 
Door Canteen’ to his repertory. 
Yehudi Menuhin played for 55 min- 
utes down at the canteen on Sat- 
urday night. After he was through 
he told Brock Pemberton the audi- 
ence had been the most apprecia- 
tive he’d played to since he’d toured 
South America. A_ really. grand 
compliment te the men of our armed 
forces, 





Jimmie Davis, who wrbte the song 
‘Why Is a Good Man So Hard to 
Find?’ one night recently was on 
the ‘garbage detail. He was ob- 
served by Tom Rutherford, at one 
point, to be grinning, swaying and 
strutting while he scraped dishes in 
a corner of the kitchen. The rea- 
son? His tune was being played, 
the dance floor was packed and 
Killer Joe and Shirley Booth were 
dancing ‘like from Mars,’ and 
Jimmie, himself elbow deep in 
dishes, was ‘in the groove.’ 





The shoeshine boys who work the 
beat outside the canteen are real 
Home Front Heroes—at least, to one 
observer. 
of them. was observed shining a 
soldier’s shoes while nearby a 
civilian waited for the same service. 
The shoe boy finished the job on the 
soldier’s foot coverings, but refused 
to take payment. ‘How do you 


manage that, said the waiting 
civilian. ‘You'll find out, said the 
tyke. The civilian did find out. 


When he asked the boy; ‘How much?’ 
A firm answer, through tight lips, 
wads ‘15c.’ 





Two hefty Polish soldiers, who 
had fought side by side with the 
British in Libya, wandered in on 
Saturday night. Actor Edward Ra- 
quello served as interpreter for his 
co-nationals. One of the Polish sol- 
diers, a native of Warsaw—yclept 
‘Francisco,’ according to junior host- 
ess Fifi Garbat, had Raquello trans- 
late this pretty sentiment. ‘What are 
words, There is an international lan- 
guage—dancing.’ And so Fifi and 
Francisco did the Polka—the only 





dance he knew, 


Here’s why: recently one} 
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F.D. No. 1 Film Fan 
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times a year, but in these crowded 
days his screen appearances are less 
frequent. When you see the Presi. 
dent on the screen it is as natural as 
the lens can catch him, for he never 
used any of the conventional make. 
up which actors find a first aid to 
attractive screen shadows. So, if the 
President appears careworn and 
tired in some shots, it’s because he 
looks just that way. 


Unlike professional actors, the 
President isn’t critical of himself on 
the screen, frequently greeting his 
own appearance with laughter and 
pertinent remarks. ‘I looked like 
‘Scrooge’ in that one,’ he said once, 
and on another occasion when a 
slight flaw in the sound track 
brought his voice forth for a few 
words with undue huskiness, he 
called out jovially to a group of 
guests, ‘It’s the Garbo in me.’ 

8.0.8. for Product 

There is no set formula or sched- 
ule for White House screenings, If 
the Chief Executive feels in the 
mood for a picture, Steve Early, the 
Chief Usher or some other attache 
will call up Carter Barron of Loew's 
or the exchanges and find out what 
prints are available. Usually they 
call back their choicest product for 
the selection. But sometimes the 
President makes his own choice. As 
an example, during one of the 
critical early moments of the war, 
he wanted a laugh, so he rejected 
suggestions and called for ‘Joe Turp 
Calls oi the President,’ feature with 
a ‘B’ rating and not even given a 
Washington first run. 

Such features as ‘Mrs. Miniver’ 
and ‘Yankee Doodle Dandy’ are 
among recent screenings with Prime 
Minister Winston Churchill, a White 
House visitor among those who en- 
joyed these specials. Pictures are 
shown in the long drawing room on 
the second floor of the White House. 

The projection machine also fol- 
lows the President. A few years ago 
when the Chief Executive made his 
South American cruise, the battle- 
ship on which he sailed had 26 fea- 
ture pictures and every one was 
shown before the vessel touched 
American shores. At Hyde Park the 
presidential films are shown on the 
broad lawn overlooking the Hudson, 
with the distant West Shore high- 
lands as a background, which means 
that the show there is always with 
the provision, ‘Weather permitting.’ 

Former Habits 

When the world was calmer it was 
the Roosevelt custom when he ar- 
rived home from a trip to order all 
of the newsreels he had missed to 
be screened at one session. On one 
occasion he found ali electric cur- 
rent in the White House off to per- 
mit installation of new kitchen 
equipment. ‘Run in a wire,’ he 
ordered. ‘We must have our movies 
even though the kitchen stove isn’t 
working.’ 

In these troubled days both the 
War and Navy departments have 
vital action pictures, often shot at 
an area of combat, such at the foot- 
age caught at Midway by Com- 
mander John Ford. Army and Navy 
officers arrange for the Commander- 
in-Chief to see them. While the 
heavy responsibilities of helping di- 
rect a global war occupy most of his 
waking hours, President Roosevelt 
can still be counted the nation’s No. 
1 picture fan. He doesn’t see as 
many as when the world was at 
peace but, if and when he has a 
few moments of leisure, he follows 
the avenue of escape favored by the 
average American—the screen. 

















Soph’s Spice 


Continued from page 1} 








become that the Buffalo Committee 
of the Navy Relief immediately is- 
sued a statement: “The Committee 
regrets that one featured player not 
under the control of the managing 
producer exceeded the bounds of 
propriety. It trusts that this so un- 
fortunate moment will be forgotten 
in view of the many hours of whole- 
some and inspiring entertainment.’ 


Radio station WBNY, under con- 
trol of Roy Albertson, in its regular 
news broadcast, took Sophie for a 
ride via one of the worst verbal 
castigations heard over the air local- 
ly in a long time, with accusations of 
bad judgment and the purveying of 
smut predominating. Later in the 
week Mayor Kelly, referring to the 
incident, issued another public state- 
ment in which he said that he would 
seek legislation to prevent the use of 
the Stadium loudspeakers for the 
dissemination of salacious, suggestive 
and obscene songs and spééechés, 
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vi Broadway 


¥d Wynn's mother seriously ili in 
Atlantic City. 

Dick Morgan, Par attorney, recov- 
ering from pneumonia. 

Jimmy and Bianca Stroock visiting 
daughters at camp in Maine. 


Arthur Brown to host at Saratoga’s 
Piping Rock for Monte Proser. 

China Harris, widow of the late 
Sam H., visiting from the Coast. 

Al Spirk ahead of ‘Claudia’ Coast 
company, due to open there next 
week. ; 

Charles Burke to Washington, 
readying San Carlo Opera Co.’s open- 
air date there. 

Blanche Merrill and sister to Sar- 
atoga for their annual sojourn dur- 
ing race meet. 

Hughie McGauley, of Lyceum b.o., 
and wife Betty (Spunky), celebrated 
llth anniversary. 

Hilton Kinless, formerly of War- 
ner legal department, now in Aus- 
tralia on army duty. 

The Henry Jaffes (Jean Muir) to 
Provincetown for a week. Their baby 
is due early in October. 

Alexander Woollcott in town for 
first time since having series of heart 
attacks some months ago. 

Billy Rose’s new Diamond Horse- 
shoe revue opening postponed to 
Aug. 4. 

The Stage Door Jennies at ‘This Is 
the Army’ embarrass the soldier- 
actors with their posies, free feeds, 
etc. 

Francis Albertanti going ahead of 
‘Roller Follies’ rink show. He col- 
lected only in part from Larry Sun- 


rock. 

Leon Netter heads south the end of 
this week to contact various Par- 
amount partners on _ operating 
matters. 

Paul Peters, assistant to Bert Boch, 
eastern story editor for 20th-Fox, 
taking his initial physical at the 
draft board. 

Ada Leonard, who’s been fronting 
a girl band the past two seasons, in 
town to talk to the Shuberts about a 
i 1usical for the fall. 

Songsmith Joe Meyer and family 
to Frisco, his home, for six weeks, 
before going to Hollywood on a 
filmusical chore. 

Billy Netter, son of Leon Netter, 
Par theatre executive, ushering at | 
the Music Hall while out of school 
during the summer. 

Peter Theurer, formerly with Co- 
lumbia Artists, transferred from the 
east to Lowry Field, Denver, with 
the Army Air Corps. 

Penn station now feeding canned 
music, mostly martial airs, when se- 
lectees come in to board trains for 
Fort Dix or Camp Upton. 

Meyer Davis batons the string en- 
semble tomorrow (Thurs.) at the 





White House nuptials of Mrs. Louis 
Macy and Harry Hopkins. 

J. E. Fitzgerald, in charge of real | 
estate ‘for the Wilby-Kincey circuit, | 
returned to Atlanta following con- | 
ferences at the Par home office. | 

Dr. Irving .SSomach, who has a/} 
piece of Oscar Serlin’s shows, be- | 
sides being his medico, slated for a| 
Major in the Medical Corps with Mt. | 
Sinai Hospital Unit. 

Former sports announcer Paul | 
D: uglas due east in a few days with 
actress Virginia Field (Mrs. Douglas’. | 
He was just screentested by Edmund | 
Goulding, 

Satevepost profiles Howard S. Cull- | 
man as ‘Broadway's, Mr. Big’ this 
week, and the forthcoming Look mag 
gives Topts Shor and his eatery a 
terrific trailer. 

Max Milder, Warner Bros. manag- 
ing director in Great Britain, back 
from the Coast, will stay in N. Y. 
only a few days, thence back to Eng- 
land. Been in U. S. about four weeks. 

Richard Eichberg, former UFA film 
producer in Berlin, now in New 
York, is the backer of the Carnegie | 
Hall operetta revivals, first with 
‘Chocolate Soldier’ and now ‘Merry 
Widow,’ current. 

Irving Berlin hires a cab (for $50) 
to drive to his Livingston Manor 
summer home between “This Is the 
Army’ shows. Phil Spitalny’s cab 
fare was $35 to get to Grossinger’s 
another Catskill spot. 

Juanita Juarez at the Ritz, Boston, 
thence into George Abbott's ‘Beat the 
Band,’ while her husband, Frank | 
Marti, batons the rumbaists at Gros- 
singer’s, N. Y., and thence into Monte 
Proser’s Piping Rock, Saratoga, in 
August. 

When the ‘This Is the Army’ cast 
entertained at the Stage Door Can- 
teen last week, James Sautter hosted 
them for dinner at Sardi’s afterward. 
He'll repeat for all their weekly ap- 
pearances there, but will haye to re- 
visc the setup, as the boys all 
ordered the more expensive dishes 
on the menu. 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 








Ted Lewis has lost his valet for 
py a 10 years, Ray Allen, to the 
Etzi Vovato, Villa Madrid owner, 
off for Jersey coast and a month 
ot Gaming. 

- K. Robertson, assistant to Jimmy 
Totman, WB advertising director, on 
the sick list. 

Maurice Spitalny and his tonsils 
parted company last week at Monte- 
flore hospital. 


Corporal Sammy Schwartz, former | 





lout from 


Playhouse actor, 
Livingston, La, 

Singer Ted Perry and Mickey 
Ross’ orch havé parted company by 
mutual consent. 

Herman Middleman, Yacht Club 
maestro, has applied for a commis- 
sion in the Navy. 

Harry Kramer’s lad, Billy, ap- 
pointed to Officers Candidate School, 
at Camp Lee, Va. 

Happy Felton’s pop, who lives 
here, says his son has signed a 
contract with Metro. 

Boogie Woogie Serman, the Net 
Club clown, banged up his knee in 
a fall during the show. 

Johnny Harris’ wife remaining in 
Hollywood for rest of summer; her 
father’s seriously ailing. 

Howard Baum band into fourth 
month at Merry-Go-Round and 
sticking there indefinitely. 

Jimmy Balmer in Cincinnati for 
annual convention of International 
Auditorium Managers Assn. 

John McGreevey’s wife home 
again after undergoing an opera- 
tion at St. Joseph’s hospital. 

John Maganottis celebrated 18th 
wedding anniversary and his 40th 
birthday same day last week. 

Henry Miller, Family theatre 
manager, inducted a few months ago, 
has landed somewhere overseas. 


back to Camp 





New Haven 


By Harold M. Bone 





Talent hunt now on for annual 
Police Field Day, Aug. 19. 

Wayne Shepler in as new assistant 
to Bob Portle at the College. ‘ 

Harry Shaw doing m.c. duty in 
connection with local bond drive. 

Mansfield Grove Pavilion has been 
taking a fling at name bands once 


weekly. 

Shubert gets preem of George Ab- 
bott’s musical, ‘Beat the Band,’ 
Sept. 17. 


Carl Hellpen temporarily at Mil- 
ford, shuttling between five E. M. 
Loew drive-ins. 

Bob Munzner, ex-assistant man- 
ager of College, just made the Air 
Corps in Florida. 

Speed Lambert is lining up talent 
for colossal bond drive shindig at 
Yale Bowl July 31. 

Boyd Smith, business manager of 


| Yale drama dept., to West Coast as 


Major in Air Corps. 

Cartoonists Ham Fisher and Gus 
Edson lifted the lid on stamp-bond 
campaign in Hamden district here. 

Stanley McCandless, Yale drama 
dept. lighting expert, now a blackout 


adviser to National Civilian Defense | 


setup. 

Shubert manager Leonard Sang is 
filling in summer weeks handling 
musical stock at Bushnell Memorial 
in Hartford. 





San Francisco 


By Sherman Miller 


Sid Weisbaum, Republic Pictures | 
chief here, has been business con- | 


fabbing in Hollywood. 
‘Claudia’ opens at Geary August 3, 


with Frances Starr, Donald Cook and | 


Dorothy McGuire in the cast. 

Slapsy Maxie’s club, Maxie Rosen- 
bloom’s Frisco edition of his Holly- 
wood nitery, will open here soon. 

David Gilmore, billed as a phi- 
losopher-commentator, has branched 
KPO onto NBC's 
web. 

Because house has been shuttered 
so much, Alcazar theatre was granted 
$2,500 reduction in its property as- 
sessment. 


Sam Hayes, NBC newscaster, visit- 


ing San Francisco, where he began 


his radio career, and airing his 

‘Breakfast News’ from Frisco’s Radio 

City. ; ; 
Joaquin Garay, Frisco _ nitery 


owner and singer, will star in ‘See, | 
| See, Senorita,” a new musical to be! 
| premiered as Santa Barbara’s annual 


Fiesta show. 





Pacific 











Radio Stars | 








Continued from page 3 





mitted to continue his ‘Melody 
Ranch’ series over CBS is now being 
weighed. McFadden left last Thurs- 
day for Washington to make his pitch 
for Vallee. 
Disposition 


of the monies earned 


by the air worthies would naturally | 


another problem for the 
Government, but there it becomes 
merely a matter of which relief 
branch of the service would receive 
the windfall. While Army and Navy 
regulations forbid a uniformed mem- 
ber from accepting “money earned 
outside the service, there are cases 
extant where the opposite is true; 
wherein the officer waives his base 
pay to accept the other. 

Morale officers in the service are 
very much in favor of allowing the 
stars to continue with their radio 
work, being that it requires only 
one day off a week and its benefits 
are widespread and considerably ef- 
fective. If Autry and Vallee are ac- 
corded that continuing privilege it 
will be generally assumed such a 
concession will be made to others. 
By maintaining a precedent, the re- 
quests can at least be acted upon 
with consistency. 


present 


London 


Curly Flanagan (Mrs. Bud Flan- 
agan) getting over bad case of fish 
poisoning. 

The Matthew Raymonds proud par- 
ents of son born July 11. This makes 
their second. 

Barry Sinclair given two weeks’ 
extra leave to stay in Ivor Novello’s 
‘The Dancing Years’ at the Adelphi. 

Louis Dreyfus and Jack Hylton 
conferring on English rights of ‘By 
| Jupiter,” which Hylton wants to stage 
in the West-End. 

Margery Weiner, in charge of Lon- 
don office of Music Corp. of America, 
|has joined the Intelligence Section of 
ithe Foreign Office. 
| Rumored death of Canon Fresh- 
| water’s wife, the show people’s padre 
|of Blackpool, is unfounded. She was 
| seriously ill, but has fully recovered. 
_Dick Crean, who quit Palladium 
| Six years ago as leader of the pit or- 
|chestra, returns there for the next 
jshow, due some time in September. 








Harold Mellor, former booker for | 


Palace theatre, Blackpool, who joined 


|ENSA last year, is now in Cairo, | 
Egypt, organizing shows for the| 
troops. 


Otto Lampel’s greatest treasure is 
letter from Mrs. Winston Churchill 
thanking him for the work he is do- 
ing in organizing entertainments for 
the war workers. 
| Laurence Evans has two revivals 
jon the road, ‘Young Woodley,’ with 
|Geoffrey Hibbert and Cathleen O’Re- 
igan in leads, and ‘Jeannie,’ with 





|/Lorna Tarbat and Bruce Carfax. He) 


‘is now lining up cast for tour of 
;‘Quiet Wedding, dickering with 
'Elizabeth Allen to take original role. 
| International Variety & Theatrical 
Agency, South African Theatres 
representatives, is touring Firth 
Shephard’s ‘Up and Doing,’ former 
Savilie theatre success. Freddie 
Forbes and Tommy Fields, brother 
of Gracie Fields, are in Leslie Hen- 
|'son and Cyril Ritchard parts, re- 
| spectively. Backing show is George 
| Dumont, who is spaceseller for La 
| France Libre, the Free French local 
publication. 








| Buenos Aires 


By Ray Josephs 








Leon Britton arrived to take over | 


| RKO post. 

| Louis Goldstein of Columbia north 
ito Brazil on biz trip. 

Bidu Sayao, Brazilian soprano, 
‘cancelled Colon date because of ill- 
| ness. 

Juan Carlos Thorry, Alicia Barrie 
and Arneodo renewed two-year con- 
tracts with Lumiton. 

Argentina Sono Film and friends 
set dinner for stage and film director 
Luis Cesar Amadori at Alvear 
Palace hotel. 

Pepe Arias passed 100 perform- 
ance mark in Ovidio at the Odeon 
with benefit for the Aid Fund of the 
Asociacion de Actores, 


Elisa Galve, Jose Olarra and 
Rafael ; Falcon inked for Mario 
Soffici’s ‘Tres Hombres del Rio’ 
| (Three Men of the River’) for San 
| Miguel. 
| Francisco Mugica and company 
'back from Cordoba after shooting 
llocations for ‘El Viaje’ (‘The 


Journey’). Maria Ester Guschiazzo 
added to cast. 

Manuel Romero starts shooting at 
Lumiton on musical comedy *Ven mi 
‘corazon te llama’ (‘Come My Heart 


Is Calling’), based om pop song hit. | 


Will star Mexican singer Elvira Rios. 

Paulina Singerman opens theatre 
season at Astral with 
original by Arnoldo Malfatti and 
Tito Insausti titled ‘Hoy piden mi 
mano’ (Today They Ask for My 
Hand’). 





Washington 


Vaughn Monroe's band and Martha 
Raye drafted by Treasury for Water- 
gate war bonds rally. 


Bo’sun Alfred G. Vanderbilt, in 
his Navy uniform, is a _ frequent 
| visitor in the night spots. 
| Wack Baker and bride, Sheila | 
|Meyers, both of ‘Panama Hattie,’ | 
here on a delayed honeymoon. 

Vivian Della Chiesa has _ been | 
booked for the Earle. It will be 
soprano’s first vaudeville engage | 
| ment. 
| William Holman, studio manager 


i for RKO in Hollywood, reports here 
this week to be sworn in as a major 
in the Signal Corps. 

Ralph Hawkins’ band plays the 
Earle in early August. Will be 
merged with Joe Lombardi’s house 
group on the stage for the engage- 
ment. 

Squadron officer Kathleen Hunt 
and a group of the British WAAF’s 
(Womens Auxilliary Air Force) were 
guests for the Palace’s opening of 
‘This Above All.’ 

‘Ten Nights in a Barroom’ on the 
Willard roof had a special service- 
men’s premiere. Boys in khaki were 
admitted free and privileged to buy 
beer at 5 cents a glass. 

National Symphony orchestra, 
Hans Kindler conducting, played the 
first symphonie concert for soldiers 
at Camp Meade. Some 5,000 attended 
in natural open air amphitheatre. 

Glen Echo Park is Washington’s 
only regular outdoor attraction and 
lucky to be on a car jine. It’s doing 





three-act | 


the best business in the 27 years that 
Leonard B. Schloss has been at the 
helm. 

Zone manager John J. Payette of 
Warner Bros. has sold his 16th street 
mansion to an Embassy. Will move 
'down into Virginia to become an Old 
Dominion squire on a farm within 
| gas rationing distance. 

Secretary of War Stimson’s order, 
|\‘No more Washington commissions 
land reduction of 4% in present 
| officer personnei here, caught sev- 
|eral Hollywood folks whose papers 
were being r_ cessed. 


Hardie Meakin, Keith’s manager, | 


framed a personal letter from 
Treasury Secretary Morganthau giv- 
ing him credit for success of Heroes 
Day in Washington. Evens up for 
the Meakin photo in Times-Herald, 
captioned Joe DiMaggio. 


St. Louis 


By Sam X. Hurst 








Rex Williams, manager of Loew’s, 
| back from vacation that was delayed 
by an auto mishap in the downtown 
| sector. 

Movietone News, under direction 
of William J. Storz, made a short of 
the performing chimps and monks at 
the local zoo. 

Harold W. ‘Chick’ Evens, former 
manager of Loew's here, passed 
through the burg on his way to N. Y. 
Now managing a house in Salt Lake. 

Earl Carroll, Broadway producer, 
skedded to pick the Queen of the 
Pan-Hellenic Council of Fraternities 
at the Sunset Hills Country Club 
here. 

Ed T. O’Neil, pinch-hitting as of- 
fice manager for RKO-Radio during 
absence of Pai Byrnes, called to Kan- 
sas City, where his wife underwent 
a major operation. 








Minneapolis 


By Les Rees 


Edward Auger, RCA Photophone 
| sales head, in from N. Y. 

Harry Hirsch in Chicago for bur- 
lesque operators’ meeting. 

Old Log theatre back at Lake Min- 
netonka and offering ‘Candie Light. 

Jack Cohen, 20th-Fox city sales- 





man, took first physical exam for 
Army. 
Abe Perkins negotiating for ice 


show for his Happy Hour nitery now | 


using name bands. 

Carl Reese, new Republic branch 
|}manager, making first get-acquaint- 
j}ance tour of territory. 
| J. McFarland, National Screen 
branch manager, to Chicago to at- 
tend regional sales meeting. 
| Bower Hawthorne covering films 
‘for Star-Journal while Bob-Murphy, 
|regular film editor, vacations. 

Annual summer pop concerts at St. 
{Paul Auditorium with usual ice 
|revue, songfests, etc., at 30c and 55c 
| seale, 
|} Younger son of ‘Kelly’ Evidon. 
| Warner Brothers’ accessories mana- 
ger, now in Navy torpedo school at 
| Pearl Harbor. 

Martin Braverman. former Inde- 
pendent Poster Co. co-owner. now a 
corporal with the U. S. Coast Artil- 
lery at Galveston, 














Wynn Folds ‘Laugh’ 


—t—__e ontinued from page 44— ~ 








i 
sharply last week, to around $12,000, 
| Which just about breaks even. 


| Wynn's vaudeshow averaged 

around the same gross, but was 
| hooked up too high. Some of the 
,acts drew fancier’ salaries than 
|} deemed standard, but Wynn pre- 


ferred to close rajher than cut and 


continue the struggle in face of the | 


hot weather. 

‘Priorities’ improved over the past 
weekend. Saturday night's house 
was $2,400, within $300 of capacity, 
and the Sunday (26) afternoon trade 
material improvement 
the previous Sabbath. 


| 


|}Saw a ovel 


‘Show Time's’ Big $24,000 
San Francisco, July 28 

| ‘Show Time’ receipts zoomed still 
higher on the second week, 
two-a-day vaude giving every in- 
dication it will be around for the 
full seven weeks the Curran theatre 
|has open 

At $2.20 top weekdays and $2.75 
Saturday and Sunday in the 1.774- 
seat house. show last week got esti- 
mated great $24,000, around $3,000 
more than the past week. 





‘Blackouts’ Around $10,600 
Hollywood, July 28. 
Surprisingly strong matinee busi- 
jness is putting “Blackout of 1942’ on 
ithe profit side, with the E)] Capitan 
ltally sheets bobbing around $10,000 
| for the fifth week of this so-called 


vaude opus. Weekends, like most 
everywhere else in town, are ca- 
pacity. 


Billy Gilbert has bowed out as co- 
producer and marqueed comic, with 
Ken Murray to concentrate on pic- 
ture work. Replacer is Sam Hearn 
(Schlepperman) 









with the! 





| Decca Joe Perry vacationing im 
; Michigan. 

Jan Savitt, bandleader, fighting off 
pneumonia, ’ 


Morrie Ryskind recuperating from 
; pneumonia, 

| Maureen O’Hara recovering from 
major surgery. 

Vernon Harbin became assistant to 
Joe Nolan, RKO exec. 

William A. Scully in town for Uni- 
versal studio conferences, 

Elliott Nugent goes back to the 
Broadway stage in September. 

Patricia King, film actress, suing 
| Louis King, director, for divorce. 
| Vernon Walker turned over his 40- 
| foot cruiser to U. S. Coast Guard. 
| Harry Ham joinec William Morris 
;agency to handle talent for pictures, 
Douglas Drake, Columbia player, 

has a new film name, Douglas New- 
land. 

Bud Abbott and Lou Costello elect- 
ed honorary joint mayors of Univer- 
sal City. 

Janet Martin shifted from Walt 
Disney’s publicity staff to Co- 
lumbia’s. 

Allan Jones returned from a tour 
of Army camps to find his house 
| burgled. 

Rosalind Russell pulled out for a 
tour of Army camps anc hospitals in 
the midwest. 

Howard Hawks to Tampa, Fla., to 
|direct location work on ‘Air Force’ 
\for Warners. 

James Cagney loaned his 500-acre 
|Martha’s Vineyard estate to the Aitny 
{for the duration. 

Tony Martin in town on furlough 
from the Navy, meanwhile cutting a 
record for Decca. 

Irene checked in as chief fashion 
designer at Metro, succeeding Robert 
Kalloch, resigned, 

Arthur Landau, literary agent, 
| checked off the RKO lot after a story 
survey lasting a year. 

Fred Purner joined Arch Reeve's 
staff on the film industry’s Public 
Relations Committee. 

Leith Stevens, musical director, 
recovering from injuries sustained 
|in a horse riding accident. 
| Loretta Young returned 
Washington, where she visited 
husband, Major Tom Lewis. 

Merwin Travis left for Washington 
with a report on Hollywood pictures 
for the War Production Board. 

John G. Bachman and Edwin Sil- 
| ton have taken in George Anderson, 
| former actor, as its agency partner 
| Ray Klune, production manager 
jfor David O. Selznick, aired to 
,; Washington for talks on film conser- 
| vation. 

Kenneth Macgowan in town to or- 
| ganize program of shorts for the Of- 
| fice of Coordinator of Inter-American 
| Affairs. 
| Sol Lesser, S. K. Lauren and Basil 
| Rathbone appointed to the Executive 
| Committee of the Motion Picture Re- 

lief Fund. 

| Diana Barrymore applied for a li- 
|cense to marry Bramwell Fletcher. 
| Stage actor, Once wedded to Helen 
| Chandler. 

| Pinky Tomlin returned after 
| emceeing 50 camp shows in 52 days 
}and waiting to take cut another 
Camel Caravin unit. 

Mead Sigler left for Cincinnati to 
represent Los Angelés local of 
American Guild of Variety Artists at 
the annual convention. 

Jon Hall, Universal actor, laid up 
}with minor injuries after being 
j tossed by a horse during a cavalry 
‘charge in ‘Arabian Nights.’ 
| Sir Earle Paige, Australian repre- 

entative on the British Empire War 
| Cabinet, visiting the film studios to 
lo.k over their patriotic work. 

Mapy Cortez, RKO contmct play- 
er, aired to Mexico City tq fulfill an 
old commitment to produce a mu- 
sical film for the Latin-American 
| trade. 
| Wili Rogers State Beach, once part 
fof the cowboy actor’s ranch near 
|Santa Monica, was dedicated for 
| public use with addresses by Gover- 
nor Culbert Olson, Lieut. Colonel 
Jack Warner and Col. (Ky.) Irvin S 
Cobb 








from 
her 





| Atlantic City 


By Mildred Carter 





New USO Center opened at 
States avenue in remodeled hotel 
With so many Boardwalk hotel 
}dining rooms closed, restaurants 
|along ’walk doing waiting line busi- 
ness. 

‘Miss America Pageant’ scheduied 
for Sept. 7 to 13 following meeting 
of committee and Showmen’s Variety 
Jubilee Thursday (23). 

Rhoda Chase heads new revue at 
Joe Moss’ Bath and Turf Club. Jerry 
Cooper remains as m.c. and Erie 
Correa’s orch stays too. 

Lieut. Emanuel Berlinrut. for- 
merly with Newark Call, is now in 
charge of public relations for Army 
Air Force Replacement Center here. 

President hotel] Round the World 
Room, with little beachfront com- 
petition, putting on three floor shows 
nightly and two bands furnishing 
continuous dancing. 

Dave Kaplan, manager of Stanley 
theatre (Boardwalk), topped entire 
WB chain in country in sale of de- 
fense bonds. Kaplan set record with 
sale of $44,000 in bonds and $7,000 in 
stamps. Included were three $10,000 
'bonds and one $5,000. 
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Wednesday, July 29, 1942 





OBITUARIES 


AUBREY PRINGLE 

Aubrey Pringle, 70, last surviving 
member of the once vaudeville 
prominent That Quartette, died July 
20 in St. Vincent’s hospital in N. Y. 

Others of the quartet were Frank 
Morrel, Harry Sylvester and Poodle 
Jones, all deceased. They were the 
top harmony group in the country 
from 1907 on and the highest paid 
until The Revelers (NBC) came 
along in the late 20's. By that time, 
however, the That Quartette had al- 
ready disbanded. 

All four men were known for 
their playboy proclivities and their 
advent into a town was good cause 
for celebration in the tenderloin dis- 
tricts which always had the wel- 
come mats out for big spenders, In 
Syracuse, for instance, where the 
railroad ran through the tend*rloin, 
the inmates of that section used to 
burn red fire along the tracks as a 
farewell gesture when the quartet 
left town. 

The NVA took care of Pringle’s 
hospitalization, also removal of the 
body to the singer’s home town, 
Napanee, Ontario, Canada, for 
burial. 





MABEL MONTGOMERY 


Mabel Montgomery, veteran stage 
actress, died July 20 in Honolulu, 
where she had been since last Sep- 
tember. Her death was a result of 
nervous shock suffered during the 
bombing of Pearl Harbor on Dec. 7. 

Beginning her career at an early 
age, Miss Montgomery, a native of 
Brooklyn, had consistently appeared 
in leading stock company parts. 
Aside from Shakespearian revivals, 
she had played in such productions 
as ‘Madam X,’ ‘Camille,’ ‘Zaza,’ ‘But- 
terfly on the Wheel,’ ‘Master of the 
House,’ ‘Nothing But the Truth,’ ‘The 
Third Degree,’ ‘Girl of the Golden 
West’ and others. 

Miss Montgomery had gone to 
Honolulu to rejoin her husband, an 
electrical engineer. Besides him, 
two sons from a former marriage 
and a sister survive. 





GREGORY P. GENTLING 


Gregory P. Gentling, 52, president 
and general manager of the South- 
ern Minnesota Broadcasting Co., 
owner and operator of station KROC, 
Rochester, Minn., died July 17 in 
Colonial hospital, Rochester. He 
had been ill more than two months 
and had undergone an operation a 
week before his death. 

Gentling entered radio in 1934, 
when he and officials of KSTP, St. 
Paul, formed the Southern Minne- 
sota Broadcasting Co. Station KROC 
was started the following year and 
Gentling later bought full control of 
the outlet. Before entering radio, 
Gentling’ was co-publisher of the 
Rochester Daily Bulletin. 

Widow and four sons survive. 


performers in financial distress, died 
July 22 at the Masonic Home for 
Negroes in Rock Island, Ill. He was 
a former Pullman porter who ran a 
borrowed $10 up to $500,000, then 
died penniless, 

Besides his theatre, he operated 
several hotels, the most famous the 
Turf, widely known Milwaukee gam- 
bling resort in the wide-open days. 
He was a giant in stature, nearly 7 
feet tall, hence his name ‘Long John.’ 





NICK J. WOLTJER 

Nick J. Woltjer, 50, radio actor 
and former vaudevillian, died July 
14 in Grand Rapids, Mich., of heart 
failure suffered in station WOOD of 
that city. 

For the past four years Woltjer 
had conducted the radio programs, 
‘Uncle Nick’s Safety Scouts’ and 
‘Nick and Johnny,’ over Grand 
Rapids -tations. He had turned to 
radio in 1926 when he retired from 
vaudeville. In the early 20s he 
toured the B. F. Keith circuit billed 
as the ‘Four-Hammer King of Ma- 
rimbas.’” 

His wife survives. 





FRANK BAFUNNO 

Frank Bafunno, 53, drum specialist 
and member of a local musical fam- 
ily, died at his St. Louis home last 
week after an illness of two weeks. 
Bafunno began his musical career at 
the old Hippodrome theatre and 
later played at the American and 
Garrick theatres and with the St. 
Leuis symph orch. 

His widow, two brothers and six 
sisters, all musicians, survive. One 
brother, Jules Bafunno, composed 
‘Thanks for the Buggy Ride.’ 





FRANK E. GARDNER 


Frank E. Gardner, 77, one of the 
oldest members of the American 
Federation of Musicians, died at his 
home in Detroit, July 23. 

He was born in Bradford, Pa., but 
was associated for most of his life 
with the musicians’ local in Detroit. 
For many years he was a member of 
orchestras playing the excursion 
steamers here. He leaves two daugh- 
ters and six sons. 





MRS. LEOLA A. BROWN 


Mrs. Leola A. Brown, 43, reception- 
ist at WSB, Atlanta, Ga., died at 
her home on July 20, after a month’s 
illness. Mrs. Brown had been with 
WSB since 1930, was at one time 
night manager for the station and 
for years wrote WSB’s nightly sign- 
off messages at her ‘front desk.’ 

Survived by two sisters and a son, 
Jack Brown, in the WSB promotion 
dept. 





JAMES O’KEEFE 
James O’Keefe, 53, 20th-Fox studio 
music department manager, died 
suddenly following a heart attack 





GEORGE A. WHITNEY 

Funeral services were held July 
23 in Fitchburg, Mass., for George 
A. Whitney, theatrical and motion 
picture pioneer who died earlier in 
the month in Hollywood. Whitney, 
who was 68, at one time owned the 
old Auditorium building in Spring- 
field, Mass., subsequently the Grand 
Opera House, and personally booked 
attractions and managed the house. 

One of the first in New England to 
see the possibilities of motion pic- 
tures, he built and opened the Bijou 
theatre, which he later replaced with 
a more modern house nearby, which 
still bears the same name. One of 


his distinctions was bringing Sarah | 


Bernhardt to Springfield in ‘Camille’ 
and presenting her at Hampden Park 
in a tent when rival impresarios 
would not rent him their houses. 

A daughter and two sisters survive. 





FREDERICK C. MULLER 

Frederick C. Muller, 78, who had 
been associated for over 40 years 
with the old N. Y. Clipper, died 
July 23 in New York. Muller first 
joined the Clipper as an office boy 
at the age of 12 and eventually be- 
came business manager and auditor 
until that paper was purchased by 
‘Variety’ in 1923 and later scrapped. 
He was associated with ‘Variety’ for 
next two years, when he joined the 
former Zit’s Weekly as business man- 
ager. Zit’s folded about five years 
ago. 

Burial took place in Evergreen 





Cemetery, L. I, Saturday (25), A 
daughter survives. 
JOHN SLAUGHTER 
‘Long John’ Slaughter, 84, who 


built the American theatre, one of 
Milwaukee's first picture houses, and 
who angeled hundreds of colored 


July 26 at Colorado Springs, where 
he went for a vacation and family 
reunion. He was writer-member of 
eget before taking the studio job 


years ago and leaves a widow 
and a daughter. 
Body forwarded to New Jersey 


for services and burial there. 





WILLIAM F. PARKER 
illiam Frederick Parker, 67, 
known. as ‘Shanty’ Parker and head 
canvasman of Ringling Bros.’ cir- 
cus for many years, died July 26 in 
Cortland, N. Y. 

Parker as a youth went into the 
show business with a pony and dog 
| show. 
the circus intermittently for half a 
century. 

JACK GREGORY 

Jack Gregory, 50, vaudeville 
juggler, died in a San Francisco hos- 
pital last week, just 10 days after 
the death of his wife, Josephine, with 
whom he formed a vaudeville team. 

Surviving is a daughter, Eleanor, 
12, and Catholic Charities is attempt- 
ing to locate Gregory’s brother, Wil- 
fred, of the Wilfred Mae trio, to 
arrange for her care. . 








FRANK P. MOSS 


Frank P, Moss, 57, musical director 
of KFRC, Frisco, and a prominent 
Pianist, died in a San Francisco hos- 
pital July 20, after a month’s illness. 

Surviving are his wife and two 
step-children, 





GEORGES BERR 


Georges Berr, 76, French actor and 
playwright, died in Paris, France. 

Berr retired from the stage as a 
member of the Comedie Francaise 
in 1925 when he began his writing 
career. He wrote several stage and 





He had been associated with 


screen vehicles in collaboration with 


Louis Verneuil and others. One of 
his plays, ‘Train to Venice,’ was pro- 
duced in Hollywood. 





HARRY FREDERICK ROSE 
Harry Frederick Rose, 43, former 
manager of the Oneonta theatre, 
Oneonta, N. Y., died July 18 in Vet- 
erans Hospital, Bronx. 
Survivors include his wife; 
brothers and a sister. 


two 





ELLIOTT CLAWSON 
Elliott Jud Clawson, 51, former 
screen writer and newspaper man, 
died July 21 in Vista, Cal. after a 
long illness. 
Most of his film writing was done 
at Metro. 





JACK GREGORY 
Jack Gregory, 50, vaudeville jug- 
gler, died July 22 in San Francisco, 
19 days after the death of his wife, 
Josephine, his former vaudeville 
partner. 





GAY ROBYN 
Mrs. Galia D'Arcy, 30, who used 
the name Gay Robyn as a bit 
dancer and player in pictures, died 
July 25 in Hollywood. 
Her husband and mother survive. 





Dr. Joshua W. Parker, 85, a deaf 


of the Buffalo Symphony Orchestra, 
died July 21 in Knoxville, Tenn. 





Samuel Alexander Erwin, 79, 
father of Stuart Erwin, film player, 
died July 22 in Beverly Hills, after 
long illness. 





Son, 4, of Paul Reith, RKO office 
manager in Pittsburgh, died sud- 
denly last week. Child had under- 
gone a tonsil operation and a hemor- 
rhage followed. 





Jenny Jane Owens, mother of Ray 
C. Owens, died at her home in Utica, 
N. Y., July 27. 

Husband and brother survive. 





Mother, 72, of Carabelia Johnson 
Schuster, Cleveland singer frequently 
heard with the Cleveland Orches- 
tra, died (15) from a heart ailment. 





William C. De Lapp, 76, father of 
Terry De Lapp, film press agent, 
died July 19 in Los Angeles. 





James Wilburn Melton, 70, father 
of James Melton, singer, died July 
22 in Jacksonville, Fla. 





BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. George RKoosen, 
daughter, July 19, in Chicago. Father 
is producer at station WBBM. 

Mr. and Mrs. Charles J. Correll, 
daughter, July 21, in Hollywood. 
Father is Andy of Amos ’n’ Andy. 

Mr. and Mrs. Al Chance, son, July 


22, in Chicago. Father is producer 
at station WBBM. * 

Mr. and Mrs. Herb Gordon, 
daughter, July 17, in New York. 


Father is executive of Fredericks 
Bros. agency. 

Mr. and Mrs. Dick Haymes, son, 
July 24, in New York. Father is 
vocalist with Benny Goodman’s or- 
chestra. 

Mr. and Mrs. Sidney Harmon, son, 


July 23, in Hollywood. Father is 
sereen writer. 

Mr. and Mrs. Alex Mester, 
daughter, July 21, in Pittsburgh. 


Father’s on WCAE staff. 

Mr. and Mrs. Louis Shriber, son, 
July 20, in Pittsburgh. Father is 
photographer for musical trade 
magazines. 

Mr. and Mrs. Anthony Apone, son, 
July 5, in Pittsburgh. Father is 
manager of Coroapolis and Lyric 
theatres in Coroapolis, Pa. 

Mr. and Mrs. Mitchell A. Curtis, 
daughter, July 22, in New York. 
Father is assistant radio news edi- 
tor of Press Assn., radio subsidiary 
of Associated Press. 

Mr, and Mrs. Boyd Fry, daughter, 
July 14, at Methodist hospital, Mem- 
phis. Father is manager of Loew’s 
Palace, Memphis. 

Mr. and Mrs. Sonny Burke, son, 
July 23, in Detroit. Father is ar- 
ranger for Charlie Spivak’s orches- 
tra. 

Mr. and Mrs. Albert Cormier, 
triplets, July 26, in Springfield, Mass. 
Father recently left the manager- 
ship of the Strand theatre at West- 
field for a defense job at Springfield 
Armory. 





Will Rogers Rodeo Off 
Denver, July 28. 
The Wyoming state fair, scheduled 
for Douglas, Wyo., early in Septem- 
ber, has been canceled as a sacrifice 
to the war effort, and the annual 
Will Rogers’ rodeo, slated for Colo- 
rado Springs in August, has been 
called off because of the request of 





the Federal Government. 


mute who had once been first flutist |- 


‘getting the message across. 









gram.’ There still lingers an ap- 
parent fear of too much war on 
American  screens—despite nine 
weeks for ‘Mrs. Miniver’ at the Mu- 


sic Hall, N. Y., fine business being 
registered by ‘Eagle Squadron’ at 
the Globe, N. Y., good record re- 
cently hung up by ‘This Above All’ 
at the Astor, N. Y., ad infinitum, 


Despite the fact, too, that two of 
the films Bernstein is offering were 
sold commercially in England and 
collected plenty of moolah. They 
are two-reelers, ‘Merchant Seamen’ 
and ‘Listen to Britain.’ Three others 
shown Monday were one-reelers 
(eight minutes) distributed free by 
the MOI as part of its regular 52-a- 
year program and played by vir- 
tually all British houses. They were 
‘The Builders,’ ‘Tale of Two Cities’ 
and ‘Diary of a Polish Airman.’ The 
remaining one, ‘Ordinary People,’ 
was never shown in England be- 
cause it is ‘too close’ to the average 
Briton. It was made for foreign con- 
sumptien and as a film record of 
the common people’s aspect of the 
war. 

Films Are Static 


Films, as films go, are often static. 
Although not so static as much reg- 
ular British commercial product. 
There seems to be a lack of in- 
genuity at times in the method of 
There 
can be no doubt, on the other hand, 
that the message does get across, 
and it appears to be worth sacrific- 
ing action to make a point and get 
it to stick. 

Prime example of what is meant 
is ‘The Builders.’ Its purpose is ob- 
vious—to show the average laborer, 
a bricklayer in this case, that his 
work may not be so glamorous but 
is just as important as that of the 
man with the gun. -Film sets out to 
do just that and it accomplishes it 
via a talky conversation between the 
bricklayer and the unseen narrator. 


Particularly punchy, on the other 
hand, is ‘Merchant Seamen.’ It’s a 
subject, of course, that offers the 
cameraman much more to work 
with. And he takes advantage of 
every bit of it in showing men 
thrown out of their bunks when a 
torpedo hits, the escaping steam 
from broken pipes, the difficulty of 
getting out of the inferno, water 
inundating the decks, sailors jump- 
ing overboard. It seems dubious, 
however, as propaganda, with the 
merchant marine already having a 
tough time getting recruits. Only 
compensating element is the kid 
who got hurt in one torpedoing 
knocking off a sub with the deck 
gun when he gets his next ship. 

Like most of the other British 
morale films, ‘Merchant Seamen’ 
attains a hominess in the narration 
this time by having an actual sailor 
speak the lines. It seems at first 
like a flat presentation, but it grad- 
ually eats into the audience’s precep- 
tiveness and really makes the film so 
much more effective. 

Contrary to U. S. Formula 


Seeing these strongly emotional 
fiims is a strange sight right on top 
an order by Lowell Mellett, head of 
the motion picture division of the 
U. S. Office of Information, that 
American film propaganda must be 
straight factual reporting. Many top 
officials in Britain credit the MOI 
pictures with drawing the country 
together, building morale and actual- 
ly doing a large part to pull the 
country through a critical period. 


‘Tale of Two Cities’ parallels Lon- 
don with Moscow, showing the Brit- 
ish that not only their own capital 
but the Russian city too ‘can take 
it.” ‘Ordinary People’ is just that, 
the camera touring to disclose how 
people are carrying on _ despite 
bombings, how even courts con- 
tinue through air raids with only 
the minor interruption of moving to 
the basement before’ continuing. 
‘Diary of a Polish Airman’ tells of 
a Pole who was determined to even 
things with Hitler for the rape of 
his country. When Poland was no 
more he joined the French air force 
and when that capitulated he went 
over to the British. 


‘Listen to Britain’ is 18-minutes of 
powerful and unusual documentary 
film-making. Strangely, it has no 
commentary except the occasional 
dialog of its ‘actors’—again the com- 
mon people of England. It’s almost 
a montage of wartime Britain, the 
camera flits so rapidly from scene 
to scene. It shows every aspect of 
British wartime life, from crowded 
factories to crowded dance halls. It’s 
been so finely edited, however, and 
such a telling score put to it that it 


Sidney Bernstein’s Shorts 


Continued from page 4 











makes stirring seeing. On the other 
hand, in purpose it seems to be the 
weakest of the lot. It’s difficult to 
assay what it accomplishes, particu- 
larly inasmuch as it was made for 
domestic consumption. 


RKO’s Lineup 


Continued from page 7 


to Washington to fill the Levy ca- 
pacity there as district manager. 

Managing the New York ex- 
change for RKO for 16 years, Robert 
Wolff is also upped. He becomes dis- 
trict manager for the metropolitan 
N. Y. area, with headquarters at the 
local exchange. 

Mochrie, highly regarded in sales 
circles and RKO, was _ formerly 
southeastern district manager for 
United Artists at Atlanta. He was 
brought into RKO by George J. 
Schaefer early in the summer of 
1940. Mochrie previously had been 
a district manager for Warners when 
Andy Smith was a divisional head 
there. 

Almost complete absence of any 
entertainment is keynoting the pres- 
ent RKO sales confab, with no men- 
tion ever made that it is a conven- 
tion, but simply a vital national ses- 
sion of the sales force. Preview of 
‘Big Street’ at Proctor’s 58th St. 
Monday night was the only extra 
entertainment billed for salesmen. 
An elaborate luncheon in the main 
ballroom of the Waldorf-Astoria 
yesterday (Tuesday) noon sup- 
planted the usual big banquet and 
show, 

Visit to Pathe News and its com- 
paratively new plant on the east 
side is one of the highlights of to- 
day’s session which will consist 
mainly of separate huddles of dif- 
ferent district groups. National 
Screen Service is giving an infor- 
mal cocktail party in the afternoon, 

Salesmen on the first day were 
told that 12 pictures for next sea- 
son already had been completed and 
that five others were before the 
cameras. 

Depinet announced that 29 mem- 
bers of the company’s sales force 
has been promoted to higher posts 
during the past year including the 
prize promotion of Mochrie to top 
sales position. Almost the same 
number of newcomers to the RKO 
ranks also were introduced at the 
Monday session. 

Col. Richard C. Patterson, chair- 
man RKO board, unveiled a plaque 
the opening day honoring former 
company employees now in the serv- 


ice. There were nearly 400 names 
listed. 
It was announced at the RKO 


meeting that the Anna Neagle avia- 
tion starrer, ‘They Flew Alone,’ had 
been given the new title, ‘Wings and 
the Woman.’ Film has played a few 
Canadian spots with the old tag, 
but goes out on U. S. release under 
the new title. 

Herbert Wilcox, producer of this 
aviation opus, left for the Coast last 
(Tuesday) night where he plans 
starting production on his next for 
RKO release. 





MARRIAGES 


Joan Crawford to Phillip Terry, in 


Ventura County, Cal., July 20. He 
is an actor at Paramount. Third try 
for her. 

Marian Irene O’Neil to Mark 


Daniels, in Beverly Hills, July 18. 
Groom is a film player. 

Virginia Drane, fashion editor and 
artist on the Houston Press, to 
Homer McCallon, press agent for 
Loew’s State, July 18, in Houston. 

Jeanne Poli, women’s commentator 
on WICC, Bridgeport, and George 
Keich, chief engineer of station, July 
25 in New Haven. Bride is grand- 
daughter of late New England thea- 
tre operator, S. Z. Poli. 

Peggy Bacon to Arthur Koskie, in 
Detroit, July 15. He is former booker 
for the Butterfield Circuit, now in 
the Army, and she is employed in 
the Butterfield office. 

Jean Brandes to Jon Robert Mc- 
Kinley, last week in Flint, Mich. 
Groom is sales manager of radio 
station WFDF, Flint. 

Helen Phillips to John MacDon- 
nell, July 18, in Princeton, N. J. 
Bride is in the radio department of 
Esty advertising agency; groom 1S 
radio director. 

Grace Melville to Pvt. Walter 
Bailey, July 27, at Keesler Field, 
Biloxi, Miss. Bride is a _ singer; 


groom, now a student mechanic in 
the Army Air Corps, was formerly 
in the CBS traffic department. Wed- 
ding ceremony was broadcast on the 
“Vox Pop’ program. 





























Wednesday, July 29, 1942 


VARIETY 





—_—_ 






Kitty Davis's 
Willie Shore 
Iiheda Chase 
Jerry Lawton 
Silver's Ore 

Mother Kelly's 
Jack Eby Ore 
600 Club 
Mall 
}ial Lane Ore 

Vanderbilt Hotel 
<Page Pago Reom) 














Gail McDonald 


Andre Villon~™ 
Wally Wanger Co 
D Schrader Orc 


Winnie's Riptide 
Cliff Winehill 
Ben Perry 
June De Voe 
Marie Stanley 
Patricia Parker 
Crawford Parker 


Terry Lynn Howse Line 6 
Alpine Musical Keeland & Miller 
Bar Russ Le Beau 


Connie Howe (3) 
[sy Mae Hep Cats 
Club Bali 

George Church 
Arthur Blake 
Karbara Belmore 
Marylin Mack 
Balilovelies 
Alan Fielding Ore 
Stratford Garden 
(Bellevue Stratford 
Hotel) 
Walter Miller Orch 
Ken Franklin 


Leslies 
Barbara Blane 
Nina Korda 
Kay Hunt 
Herb Woods Ore 
Benny the Bum’s 
Susan Lane 
Phylis Foster 
E)} Gauchos 
Carroll's 
Gaines Ore 
Carrollettes 
Beb Karl) 
Tom & Jerry 
Jack Spangle 
Jewell Ello 
Clendennings 
Frank Vick 
Adrian Rollini 
Johny Paris 
College Inn 
Suzettes (4) 
Lillian Chaplin 
Retty La Rue 
Grace Edwards 
Dorey Dale 
Delse Dee 
Joe McFadden 
Crescent 
Jerry Delmar Ore 


Di Pintos 
Dolores & Resink 
Warren Boden 
Billy Cheste 
Jimmy Evans 
Geo Krinog 
Harlem Highindrs 
Pedro Blanco Ore 

Embassy 


Zola Grey 

Alice Mitchell 
Anne Rupert 
Grace Hewson 
Dorothy Porter 
Embassylphs 4 
Geo Clifford 

Pat Sherlin Ore 
Germantewn Bar 


Hilly Hey 
Huntsmen 
(H Walton Roof) 
EK & J Leach 
Virginia Austin 
Andrew Sis 
Don Richards 
Moke & Poke 
Peggy Loeb, 
Glamour Gls 
Rose Gallo 
Eddie De Luca Ore 
Mopkins’Rathskeller 
Killy Kelly 
Sophisticates 
Margie Winters 
Ted Lewis, Jr. 
Agnes Barry 
Rose Mary Kenny 
Dave Gold Ore 
Laigion Bar 
Rose Venuti 3 
Mott's Melville 
Lexington Casino 
Snodgrass 
Tackie Whalen 
“anfield Smith 
H'’wood Brunettes 
Lanny Vale 
Ted Oliver Ore 
Little Rathskeller 
Brown Sis 
Ugo Martinelli 
Barbara Belmore 
Eddie Schaffer 
Victor Hugo’s Ore 
Jeu's Chancellor Bar 
Renoldo Quartet 
‘loria Manna 
Ernie Swan 
Minstrel Tavern 
Tee Rogers 
Ed McGoldrick Jr 
Anita Thoma 
Sally Foy 
Michael Wayne 
Margie March 
Sissy Ginnie Loftus 
Ed McGoldrick Sr 
Moravian Bar 


Ron-Bon Buddies 
Sam Price 
Kob King 3 


Neil Dieghan’s 
Frank Arena 





Johnny Dow 

Frank Small 6 

3 Aces & (Quen 

Frank Murtha 

Geo Marchetti Orc 
Old Falls Tavern 

Jacqueline Herman 

Seims 

Mary Morris 

De Wayne 

Harry Holly 

Billy Hays Ore 
Open Door Cafe 

Rita Zane 

Ruth Tenpleton 

Marty Wayne 

Bernardettes 6 

Maurie Sweidlow 
Frank Palumbo's 

Frankie Schluth 

Gloria French 

Iris Wayne 

Jeanettes 

Raps & Taps 
Rainbow Terrace 
(Strafford, Pa.) 

Gene Eyman Ore 

Ritz Carlton 

Howard Lanin Ore 
Roman Grille 

Peggy Martin 

Marion & Marine 

Gloria Dale 

Cy White 

Jack Yson Ore 
River Drive Ter 

Dick Wharton Ore 


Sam’s Cafe 


Rosalie Jovenelli 
Leonard Kramer 
Billie Diamond 
Knights of Rhythm 
Gene Raymond 
June Van 
Mike Ray Ore 
Showboat 
Edy the Brown 
Joe Rankin 
Tyler & Renaud 
Harry Taylor Ore 
Silver Lake Inn 


Marion Melrose 
Col Geo Reed 

D & J Herman 
Alice Lucey 

Diaz & Diane 
Frank Hassel Ore 


Sun Ray Gardens 


Carel Cayne 

Betty Rae 

Irma Lynn 

Wade & — 
Agnes Willi 

69th St. Rathskeller 


Perlita 

Peggy Valdez 

Beth Morris 

Elton Brown 

L & P Valdes 

Don Romero 

Marsha Stevens 

Earl McGee 

Tony Bennett Orc 
Swan Club 


Barney Long 
Bob Tolley 
Eddie Blum 
Bob Carney 
Carney Sis 
Sosmo & Anita 
Vincent Rizzo Ore 
Honey Breen 
Tewn Tavern 
Nick Petite 
Dotty More 
Geo Morton 
Jackie Williams 
Jackie Lee 
Eddie Swartz 
Mary Novis 
20th Century 
Sally La Marr 
Rose Venuti (3) 
Harry McKay 
Trans Atlantic L’ge 


Henry Patrick 
Jack Lewis Trio 
Venice Grill 


Gladys Adams 

Murry Woods 

Regina 

Merrill Sis 

Den Nicholas Ore 

Weber's Hof Bras 

Camden 

Bruce Norman 

Lucky Girls (6) 

Bill Baird 

Temple City 4 

Jules Filacco’s Ore 

Raths’r Eldoraian: 

Dave Pierson 
Yacht Club 

Iris Lane 

Dorothy Turner 

Carmelita 

Anne Tally 

Jack Hutchinson 

Victor Nelson Orc 


PITTSBURGH 


Alpine Lodge 
Tommy Carlyn Ore 
Arlene Day 

Arlingten Lodge 
Phil Cavezza Ore 

Ralcemades 
Beb Lazar Orc 
ale Spohrer 

Bill Green’s 
Brad Hunt Ore 
Jeanie Regal 
Billy Carmichae) 

Blue Ridge ine 
'.ou Lueky Ore 
oxy Horste 
‘“ornell Cooper 
Edith Murray 
Hank Whitehouse 
Jean Rae 
Rougie-Woegke Club 
‘linton Ore 
Veiseilla Scott 
et il Groves 

obby Marshall 


ar 


& Sherman 





' Face horse Williams 


Harry Comoerado 
Cork and Bottle 


J Spitainy Orc 
Eddie Peyton’ 


Geo Overholt ©: 

Eddie Peyton 

Marion Muller 
51 Club 


Max Tarshis 
Pat McCauley 
Linda Cotta 
Sally Rice 
Terehy Cole 
Sherrly Lane 
Margie Norris 
Hotel Fert fi 


Ken Bailey Ore 
Jehnny Mitchel! 
Harry Walton 
Jessie Wheatley 
Hotel Henry 
(Silver Grit 
Marty. Sehram1 





Bills Next Week 
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4 Kings & Queen Johnny Wiles 
(Gay 90's) Pines 
Dorothy Nesbitt a 
Hotel 7th Avenue | POD Rutter 
Harty Bigley Bill LeRoy Ore 
Escorts Redd’s Cafe 
Hotel Roosevelt Rudy Paul Ore 
Joe Vere Paul & ‘uita 


Eddie Palmer 
Squirrel! Coop 


Sam Bari 
Joe Petroselli 
John Bonguidi 


Hotel Schenley Tiny Miller 
Billy Hinds Ore Dale Harkness 
Joy Lind Eddies Miller 
Hotel Wm Penn _| Pat McGowan 
(Continental Bar) Snowball Jackson 
Billy Catizone Trelon 
Lenox Gordon Senne ames Ore 
Deno Belli ; 
John Fritz Yatth Club 


Kennswood Park 
Bernie Cummins O 
Walter Cummins 


H Middleman Or: 
Ralph Cook 
Appletons 


Adrene Halland Lee Royce 
Therman Sheeler Llovd & Wills 
Stevens Bros Floyd Christy 
Lig Boy Marybeth Sires 
Zenka Malikava Hoffman Sis 

Merry-Go-Round Sky-Vue 
Howard Baum Ore Hen Blue Orc 
Sally Hughes 


Union Grill 
Sammy Walters 
Frank Natale 


New Hillerest 
George Wells Ore 


" Mike Sandrett 
Nixon Cafe Villa, Madrid 
Al Mariseo Ore Etzi Covato Ore 
Bob Carter Mark Lane 
Martez & DeLita Annabelle Faber 
Belmont Bros M & R Gunsett 
Nick & V Collins 3 Merry Maids 
Victor & Ruth Faber Girls 


Victory Lounge 
Toey Revnolds 
Freddy Rose 


Nu House 
( oe Wilson 
Hal Dolly . 
: : Webster Hall 
Fillo 10 Pete Ore Nelsun Maples Ore 
(iood & Coodie Fashionettes 
Herbie Linn “West View Park 





Orchard Inn Jimmy Gamble Or 
Benny Burton Ore| Sally Lang 
Postar ‘ “| Dick Martin 
asia Joe Cuda 
Al Snyder Ore The Great Betty 














| OEM’s Film Wake 
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and ‘Fellow Americans,’ written by 
Wallace Russell and directed by 
Kanin. An added starter was ‘Ring 
of Steel,” made by Kanin some 
months ago and distributed by the 


War Activities Committee. 
Lowell Mellett, who heads the 
OWI’s film activities, has brought 


down the hammer on ‘Night Shift’ 
and ‘Fellow Americans’ because he 
feels emotionalism has no place in 
Government films. (The British 
Ministry of Information appears to 
think differently, see story herewith. ) 
Mellett has decreed that the official 
film-makers hereafter shall leave 
such stuff to Hollywood and shall 
confine themselves to three-minute 
factual shorts. Subjects already as- 
signed include gasoline rationing, 
scrap salvage, rubber conservation 
and the like. 


Kanin With Capra 

Feeling that’s not for them, most 
of the CEMers have elected to go 
their way. Kanin is going back into 
the Army. probably as a member of 
Major Frank Capra’s staff, which is 
showing soldiers, via film, who and 
why they are fighting. Also depart- 
ed or departing are Bob Konikow, 
Kanin assistant; Wallace Russell, 
writer; George Gercke, production 
supervisor, 
Time, and others. 


nothing that need 
this point. 
Comedy 

Blitzstein has blessed his 
with good humor. 
Miss Smith down in a war plant at 
3:30 a.m., with not a worker in sight. 
Kaye thinks it’s fine and Miss Smith 
lets him have it, pointing out that 
wars don't stop at the end of each 


popularizing at | 


] 
| 


work 
He sets Kaye and | 




















canetiehe BALTO 





poor te of pace » and just right for 


brace of vocals by band’s femme. 
busi rs day. She shows him the | Retty Barr. Personable miss does 
necessity of 24-hour production. | ‘stardust’ and ‘1-A in the Army.’ 
Film ends with an Army bugler | poth nicely arranged Another band 


going through the day’s call and the | 
parallel of a soldier's. routine with | 
that of a factory worker. 

‘Fellow Americans’ 
esting than effective. It reputedly 
was made to combat the compla- 
cency with which the U. S. was 
plagued last spring and by now also 
is dated. Its major defect, however, 
is its failure to humanize its ma- 
terial. It shows pictures of the 
homes of boys killed at Pear] Har- 
bor but never goes inside to talk to 
their mothers, or brothers, or sweet- 
hearts. As a result, it’s just as cold 
as the outside of a house might be 
expected to be. Kanin and writer 
Russell might well take iessons from 
Metro’s ‘Main Street on the March,’ 
and some of Carey Wilson’s product 
for M-G-M. 


is more inter- 








Anita Loos 


ut_~, continued from page 4 





appointed officers in the WAAC’s. 
Congressmen have been bombarded 
with requests to use their influence, 
and when the solons reply they do 


not interfere in army affairs, the 
feminine voters turn on the argu- 
ment. Men understand that if their 
commission applications are stamped 
‘P.I’ (meaning political influence) 
it’s a demerit; but the women say, 
‘We’re not going to make the army 
a career. What difference wiil it 
make if my application is marked 
‘PI’ It’s only for the duration any- 
way.’ 

Soon there will be a new battle for 
Navy uniforms since the sea forces 
are planning an auxiliary. War 
Dept. is trying eR all writers 


that material ed about the 
WAACS should be dignified, with 
less accent on wit. WAACS will 


have a serious and important job to 
do when trained and one that has 


more important phases than what 
kind of underwear and 
they’ll wear. 

Miss Loos (Mrs. John Emerson) 
came here after seeing the first 
group inducted at Des Moines. 
Naturally she looked over the lot 


brassieres | before the 


| No, ‘1492 BW,’ a Rogers original with 
a boogey woogey emphasis is well 
| received 


Interpolation of Mare Bolero here 
for round of very sound impressions 
of the usual luminaries scores well. 
Boiero is a _ better than average 
mimic and succeeds in overcoming 
the trademarked monotony  asso- 
ciated with this overworked type of 
act. Does very well to a svlid beg 


off. 

Medley by orch. next combines 
‘Sleepy Lagoon’ with ‘Summertime,’ 
nice pace changers and just the right 
mood to preceed entrance of the An- 
drews to noisy recognition by stub- 
holders. It’s sock from there on in 
with ‘Boogie Woogie Bugle Boy of 
Co. B,’ ‘Three Little Sisters.’ ‘Pen- 
sylvania Polka,” ‘Apple Blossom 
Time’ and ‘Don’t Sit Under the Ap- 
ple Tree.’ Nothing can follow that 
and nothing does. It’s a wow climax 
to a nice layout. 

Biz boffo. 


EARLE, PHILLY 


Philadelphia, July 25. 
Bill Robinson, Ella Fitzgerald 
Orch (17), Douglas Bros.; ‘In Old 
California’ (Rep). 


The Earle could well sign Bill 
Robinson to a contract calling for 
appearances for the next 40 years. 
The customers would still flock to 
see him, and judging from his cur- 
rent stand, the guy will still be in 
there beating out the taps came 1982. 

There’s nothing new about the 
routine of ‘Old Man River’ Robinson. 
Even his gags have been told before. 
But he delivers both with a fresh- 
ness and nonchalance which makes 
his stint a delight to behold. When 
he walks out on the stage and says: 
‘Chillun, the number for today is 
483,’ the customers roar and every- 
thing is solid. 

When caught, Bojangles held down 
the stage for more than a half hour, 
cutting up with the patrons, who eat 
out of his hand in this town. 

Ella Fitzgerald’s fuzzy voice also 
is catching. Gal sang five numbers 
pew-holders would let 


Burm. 











her go. Tunes were ‘Knock Me a 
Kiss,” ‘All I Need Is You,’ ‘Mr. 
| Paganini,” ‘Johnny Doughboy’ and 


| her old standby, *‘A-Tisket, A-Tasket.’ 


Her band is plenty solid in a 
swingeroo sense. They ride the mel- 


pretty carefully to see if there were | low beam, each toeter acting as if 
many decided blondes (and those| he’s having a helluva time working. 
| The bandsmen are also given plenty 


who decided it themselves) in the 
recruits. The peroxide type was 
conspicuously absent. 

‘Most of the blondes seemed to be 
of the chestnut type,’ she said. ‘And 
they looked wonderful in uniform. 
But then,’ she added thoughtfully, ‘so 
did the redheads and brunettes.’ 
Miss Loos plans to stay there 10 days 
gathering material. 





who has joined March of | 


Remaining is Phil Martin, Jr., pro- 


ducer, who becomes studio supervi- 
sor. He'll work under Sam Spewack, 
who heads the film production unit, 
and Bill Montague, who has resigned 
as Paramount Newsreel’s assignment 
editor to become Spewack’s assistant. 


Unfinished Operetta 


Saddest part of Monday night's 
wake was the unfinished state of the 
Blitzstein film. It had a complete 
sound track, but much of the visual 
film was missing. Work was stopped 
with about two weeks of shooting 
to go. Mellett would be doing a 
good service to find the small 
amount of additional coin required 
to allow’ Blitzstein to finish it 
whether the picture serves an acute 
need in the war effort now or not, 
it is a pioneer project as to method 
of getting a message across. It may 
point an important lesson of orig- 
inality and ingenuity whether the 
OWI or Hollywood is the pitchman. 


OEM unit was given the task by 
the War Production Board of popu- 
larizing, with both employer and 
employee, the night shift. It gave 
the assignment to freelancer Blitz- 
stein, who wrote his message en- 
tirely in musical form and got Kate 
Smith and Danny Kaye to sing the 
words. 

It’s hardly fair to criticize the 
film in its unfinished state. It’s safe 
to say, however, that Blitzstein’s 
music is exhilarating and effective. 
Principal tune, ‘Turn the Night Into 
Day,’ is being published by Chap- 
pell. Otherwise, however, Mellett 


| appears to have the logic on his side, 


for the film seems dated. It may 


have been timely when it was start- |5 
ive 


ed, but night shifts are certainly 














K.C. Bond Sale | 








Continued from page 4 


and gave away $250 in silver dollars. 
Roster of talent also included Pvt. 
Marty Bahn, impersonator, and Pvt. 
Dan Dailey, Jr. (ex-Metro con- 
tractee) and Pvt. Joe Kanealy, from 
nearby Camp Crowder; Peanuts & 
Peppy, Murtagh Sisters, Marie Hol- 
lis; Allen C. Anthony, of the ‘I. Q. 
show, as m.c.; Eight Singing Com- 
manders; Gillespie-Sullivan dancers; 
Capt. Ernst Winkler, German refugee. 

Nearly all of the $2,674,424 was 
raised directly by sale of stamps and 
bonds for seats. But army jeeps and 
command cars, in town from Ft. 
Riley for the morning parade, helped 
swell the total when they were hired 
out to the public at a $5 stamp per 
person for a five-minute ride through 
the downtown section. Twelve jeeps | 
ran at capacity for this admission all] 
day long without interruption. 


Elmer C. Rhoden, Fox Midwest 
Theatres exec, booked the talent; 
Barney Joffee, Tower theatre man- 
ager, produced; Senn Lawler, Fox 
Midwest press agent, scripted; IA 
local members contributed their 
services, and Louis Lower, audi- 
torium manager and his boxoffice 
|crew aided Porter T. Hall, local de- 
| partment store exec in distribution 
of tickets fer the 11,000-seat hall. 
Tickets were exchanged for bond 
and stamp purchases in_ stores, 
banks, theatre lobbies and by per- 
sonal solicitation under supervision 
of R. B. Caldwell, local bond sales 
administrator. Citizens paid from $1 


ito $500 per seat to see the show. On 
| this 


around 
big in- 


scaled 
by 


basis, house 
750,000, but purchases 
stors boosted total. 


of chance to shine in solo numbers. 
Band numbers include 
Bounce,’ ‘Bugle Call Rag,’ ‘Stomp 
Stomp,’ and ‘Savoy Special.’ 

Terps department is handled 
stylishly by the comedy, knockabout, 
rhythm-tapwork of the Douglas 
Brothers. 

S.R.O. signs were out when caught 
Saturday evening. Shal. 


EMBASSY, N. Y. 


(NEWSREELS) 

Variegated assortment of items, 
newsy and otherwise, make up the 
current show here. 
material bears in one way or another 
on the war, but lacking currently are 
actional shots. On the _ whole, 
though, bill attains a good standard 
as entertainment. 


The victory speech of Secretary of ! 
State Cordell Hull, who has a notice- 
able whistle in his voice, leads off, 
while topping it is speculation by 
Pathe as to a second front and tank 
|maneuvers by American troops in 
| Ireland. 

Par has brought back shots from 
|\India showing arrival of American 
ljarms and other equipment, while 
lalso catching glimpses of U. S. and 
| Chinese pilots on the ground. Tied 
ito this is a clip on preparations be- 


‘Jersey 





ing taken on the Burma frontier, with | 


some bombs exploding. 

Items concerning training of troops 
in this country include one on the 
W.A.A.C. at the Des Moines camp set 
up for the petticoat soldiers. Another 
catches a group of Jap American 
|citizens who have been admitted in 
the U. S. Army. 

Personalities include Admiral 
Leahy, who has been appointed chief 
aide to the President; Paul McNutt 
on labor pirating, and Queen Wilhel- 
mina reviewing troops at Camp De- 
vens, Mass. 

Miscellaneous contributions by the 
five newsreel companies embrace 


| progress in making of synthetic rub- 


ber, mass bomber production at De- 
troit, civil air patrol squadron in the 
west, salvaging of a blasted freighter, 
girl scouts studying plane building, 
testing wooden tires in Minneapolis, 
grasshopper plague in Washington 
state, only women licensed to handle 





| 


iH. V 


dynamite, Whirlaway setting new 

money horse racing record, and 

A.A.U. swimming-diving meet. 
Charles Hodges, analyst, subs for. 


Kaltenborn this week, answer- 
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Majority of the | 











jing three questions on danger spots 


such as Ireland, Turkey and the 
Aleutians. He speaks very convine<- 
lingly, but is on rather long. Another 


weekly Embassy feature, Tex Mc- 
|Crary, currently discusses the speed- 
| ing of war production and $l-a-year 
;men in the war effort, doing an ex- 
cellent job of it. He employs many 
shots for background. 

March of Time two-reeler fills out, 

Char, 


EARLE, WASH. 


Washington, July 25. 
Olyn Landick, Lathrop & Lee, 
Nelson Sisters, Joan Ritter and the 
Roxyettes, Waiter Nilsson, Joe Lom- 
bardi Orch; ‘They All Kissed the 
Bride’ ‘«Col). 








Harry Anger pushed out a thin 
stack of chips for this vaudeville 
lineup, but with smart showman- 
ship it looks like all-wool, with Joe 
Lombardi’s band on the stage set- 
ting a lively tempo. They start it off 
with a Gershwin medley, good for 
melody and rhythm, with Joan Rit- 
| ter contributing the vocals. Lombardi 
is beginning his fifth year here and 
it looks like a career. 

Lathrop and Lee, now a mixed 
team instead of two brothers and a 
girl (due to the draft) know how to 
sell dancing and their neat routines 
registered for a tip-top hand. A 
tight-fitting silver grown on the gal 
is an eyefiller for the men. Two two 
Nelson sisters score with nifty work 
on a trapeze, and Walter Nilsson 
Manages te do some clever stunts 
on a unicycle and other comedy con- 
traptions. 

Olin Landick can thank radio for 
raising his salary. When he clicked 
as the ‘Hackensack Gossip’ on the 
Kate Smith program bookers sought 
him out. Asking price was five 
times his original stage marker of 
$125 and from his reception here he’s 
worth it. Speaks first au naturel, 
then dons wig, hat and mangy fur 
for a gossipy monolog that had some 
chestnuts but also good laughs. 
Landick mugs plenty, but they liked 
him so much he was brought back 
for a ‘Thank You’ speech. 

The Roxyettes, in a group of 
familiar routines, round out the 
show, with their best number a 
feather parasol specialty with fluffy 
black gowns and blue sun shades. 

Business plenty smart when 
caught Friday. Arke. 


CAPITOL, WASH. 


Washington, July 28. 
Vaughn Monroe’s Orch, Marilyn 
Duke, Johnny Mack, Four Lees, 
Ziggy Talent, Paul Winchell; ‘Maisie 
Gets Her Man’ (M-G). 











This combination proved a socko 
magnet, with the ticket-takers busy 
beginning with the grapefruit show 
at 11 A.M. and night business turn- 
away. Red Skelton, who played 
many weeks at this house in his 
vaudeville days, is credited with 
some of the bumper business. ‘I 
Dood It’ comedian is a big F. street 
favorite and alJ of his pictures have 
clicked well in this area. 

Maestro Monroe, just signed by 
Metro for picture work, is a per- 
sonable leader with looks enough to 
pinch hit for male leads when he 
gets to Hollywood, where screen 
Romees are said to be searce. ‘They 
wanted swing and he gave the first 
| audience, heavily jitterbug and jive, 
a double portion. Monroe keeps 
right in front of his lively group, 
_which is top heavy with vocals. His 
|nersonal contributions include 

| ‘Sleepy Lagoon,’ ‘Tangerine,’ ‘St. 
| Cecelia’ and a finale called ‘Dedica- 
tion,” which is a full medley dedi- 
cated to the Allied Nations and 
winding up with a bravura rendi- 
|tion of ‘Halls of Montezuma.’ The 
| Lee sisters chimed in on this hoorah 
| finish, after registering solidly earlier 
with their own song specialty. 
| Johnny Mack hits the bullseye 
|with some stacatto tap dancing; 
| Ziggy Talent struck the first audi- 








|ence as okay and won the loudest 
round of applause for ‘Sam, You 
| Made the Pants Too Long’ and 
‘Arthur Murray Taught Me Dancing,’ 
Paul Winchell’s ventriloquial spe- 
cialty scores and Marilyn Duke's 


poo tunes registers. 

Band is well costumed and Gene 
Ford has supplied a good produc- 
tion. Arke. 


FILMS FOR MEXICAN FLYERS 


Hollywood, July 28. 

Deal for production here of train- 
ing films for the Mexican Air Force 
has been arranged by Milton M. 
Golden, Hollywood attorney, after 
lengthy conferences with govern- 
ment cfficials in Mexico City. 

Program is patterned after the 
U. S. Air Corps system, except that 
Mexican planes, equipment and 
pilots will be filmed on southwest- 
ern U. S. air fields, where many 
Mexican fiyirg cadets are now in 








| ten, 


training. Cooperation has been as- 
sured by Army officials in Washing- 
aceording ‘o Galden 
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SHOUT! 


DONT WHISPER! 


You’ve got pictures and you want people to know about them e ADVERTISE them! 


Shout about them. Yell about them! ...in every way ...everywhere e Nothing, 


‘except the picture itself, is as important to the success of your show as the adver- 


tising you put behind it e And you can’t Whisper! Not in this noisy, loud and 
hectic world. You’ve got to shout... out loud... with all your might e The answer 
is ADVERTISING! Display Advertising! ... alive . .. scintillating with life, color, 
drama, to stop them in their tracks ...to get those éxtra admissions @ You've 
got the pictures ... you’ve got the screen... you’ve got the lobby, the marquee, 
and the poster stands... . we've got the advertising goods to put those mediums 
to work e Don’t whisper... Shout with Standard Accessories ... Specialty Accessories 


and Trailers from... NATIONAL SCREEN SERVICE... Prize Baby of the Industry! 
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